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			Be strong, be strong, and let us strengthen each other.
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			Chapter 1

			What Has Happened

			How should the Jewish world fight back against the lunacy that has engulfed the West since the Hamas-led atrocities in Israel on October 7, 2023? How do you cope when a civilization is collapsing around your ears?

			Diaspora Jews are currently reeling from a crisis of legitimacy and acceptance that is unprecedented in nature and scale even by the standards of their uniquely beleaguered history.

			Persecuted and murdered in one country after another throughout the past two millennia, they have never before faced simultaneous attacks across continents as they do today.

			The starting gun for this campaign of demonization and attacks against Israel and diaspora Jews was fired by the biggest and most barbaric single attack on the Jewish people since the Holocaust—the slaughter of some 1,200 women, children, and men in southern Israel and the kidnapping of more than 250 hostages on October 7, 2023.

			During the war that followed, Islamist groups and the far left conducted a concerted and spectacularly successful attempt to manipulate Western public opinion—through an unstoppable and overwhelming torrent of lies and distortions—into delegitimizing Israel, all as a means to its eventual destruction.

			Jews in Britain, America, Canada, Australia, and elsewhere have been physically attacked, accused of being baby killers, abused in restaurants, excluded from sporting and cultural events, and socially and professionally ostracized. New blood libels alleging monstrous Israeli behavior have been manufactured almost every day. Allegations have multiplied, stating that Israel is responsible for starvation and famine in Gaza, is intent upon committing genocide, and is wantonly killing Gazan civilians. Despite clear evidence that these were wild falsehoods, they were widely believed and achieved the status of settled fact.

			In America, support for Israel has been dropping like a stone as Jews are defamed and attacked. Jewish students on campuses on both sides of the Atlantic face widespread intimidation and abuse. The Palestinian flag, regarded by many Jews as akin to the Nazi swastika because it is the emblem of a movement that seeks to erase Jewish national identity and history, has become a branded logo displayed on walls, streetlights, clothing, and other artifacts. In Britain, Jewish patients seeking medical treatment are increasingly nervous about using the National Health Service because so many medical and nursing staff have been wearing this symbol on their uniforms.

			Far from dampening down this incendiary atmosphere, political leaders in Britain, Europe, and Australia have fanned the flames still further by repeating the false accusations of unconscionable Israeli behavior, even while all available evidence suggested the very opposite was the case.

			In America, where the political situation since the arrival of Donald Trump in the White House has been very different, Jews are also feeling increasingly unsafe. An article from the American Jewish Committee about the organization’s 2024 Survey of American Jewish Opinion recorded the effects of the October 7 attack. It noted: 

			More than half…said they have avoided talking about the Israel-Hamas war with other people and [almost half] said they felt unsafe sharing their views on Israel on social media. More than one in ten…adults said they ended a friendship or relationship with a person since October 7 because they expressed antisemitic views. Twenty-seven percent…said they have hidden their Jewish identity or have chosen not to disclose it when meeting someone new since the war began. And between 7 and 14 percent said they have considered moving to another country due to antisemitism.1

			The forces involved in this onslaught against Israel and the Jews are enormous—global, highly organized, and hugely funded. By definition, antisemitism, which is based on an irrational and paranoid hatred of Jews that’s hardwired into Western culture, can’t be tackled through facts and evidence. The number of Muslims in the West who are intent on conquering it for Islam and who are masterminding this onslaught is also increasing exponentially. So, a fatalistic attitude is growing that suggests it’s all over for Western civilization and for the Jews of the diaspora.

			After the publication in January 2025 of my book, The Builder’s Stone: How Jews and Christians Built the West—and Why Only They Can Save It, I visited America, Australia, and Britain to promote it. In all three countries, I spoke at meeting after meeting with Jews who were near stupefied by the terrifying hatred and irrationality that was unfolding all around them. 

			The scale and nature of this bombardment was “gaslighting” them badly, making them doubt their own grip on reality when it seemed that the entire world of liberal opinion was unanimous in denouncing and demonizing Israel. “Were any of these claims true?” they wondered. How could they possibly all be untrue if everyone—not just the mainstream media but also respected international bodies like the United Nations and World Health Organization, international courts like the International Criminal Court and International Court of Justice, big humanitarian nongovernmental organizations like Amnesty International, Human Rights Watch, and Doctors Without Borders, and the governments of countries like Britain, France, Canada, and Australia—was saying the same thing? Was it really possible that they could all be wrong and Israel could be right?

			At the same time, I encountered in all three countries Jews who don’t think that what’s happening is anything to get too worried about. For those Jews who usually live in Jewish areas, have mostly Jewish friends and work colleagues, or who feel so disconnected from Israel that the media campaign of defamation against the Jewish state—which is so all-encompassing in Britain—barely registers on their radar, it’s still possible to live inside a bubble of relative tranquility. There are also many Jews who themselves support the progressive ideologies that are fueling the madness against Israel, and so, by definition, see nothing amiss except for the behavior of Israel, to whose clamorous denunciation they eagerly add their voices.

			Even among those Jews who are rattled by the hatred that’s erupted, some have also blamed Israel for making things bad for them. They assert that Israel’s prime minister, Benjamin Netanyahu, has prolonged the war in Gaza, which has fueled so much hostility in the West, merely in order to stay in power. For similar reasons, they claim that he has followed the aggressive agenda of his “extremist” ministers, Bezalel Smotrich and Itamar Ben-Gvir, in order to prevent his coalition government from disintegrating.

			Other diaspora Jews have dealt with their concern about the wave of hatred against them by saying it will all blow over, that this happens every time there’s a war in Gaza, and that we’ve all been here before.

			To which yet others have responded by noting that the same terrible cultural blindness was a hallmark of the Jews in Nazi Germany and signed their death warrant. They were engulfed by the Holocaust as a consequence of their delusion that their fellow Germans regarded them as no different from themselves. Many now fret that history may be repeating itself.

			The differences between all these groups of Jews are stark. There is much bad blood between liberals who blame Netanyahu and conservatives who blame Hamas and Iran; between Jewish leaders paralyzed by fear and division and, opposing them, the communities they lead who accuse them of having abandoned the defense of the Jewish people; and between Jews who believe that they must make an alliance with any group fighting the Islamization of the West and those who fiercely draw the line against joining forces with far-right or neo-Nazi extremists.

			Uppermost among the different Jewish communities in all three countries is a profound sense of disorientation and dislocation. Their acceptance as Americans, Australians, or Brits that so many had taken for granted has now blown up in their faces. Discovering that this acceptance was in fact an illusion all along, they have lost their bearings.

			In Australia, this has come as a particularly savage blow, and the resulting distress and disorientation are therefore particularly severe. This is because, unlike other diaspora Jews, Australian Jews always felt very secure inside their national skin. 

			Australian society was overwhelmingly free of the kind of polite social contempt of Jews that was always present in Britain, let alone the antisemitic convulsions in France in the late nineteenth century that turned the secular Theodor Herzl into a Zionist and have intensified so badly across the West in recent years. Even in America, famously a melting pot for hyphenated Americans, Jews never lost the instinct to conform for their own protection to prevailing social trends arising from America’s foundational Anglo-Saxon Protestant culture, as they also did to subsequent post-biblical secular ideologies of race and gender that became the dominant cultural narrative.

			Having never had to cope with the permanent degree of at least low-level antisemitism of which British Jews in particular have always been uncomfortably aware, Australian Jews were not only left aghast but nonplussed by the outpouring of anti-Israel and anti-Jewish hysteria that erupted after the October 7 atrocities. When they observed demonstrators screaming murderous obscenities about the Jews at a rally outside the iconic Sydney Opera House two days after the attack on Israel, they went into a state of shock. 

			As Prime Minister Anthony Albanese’s Labor government continuously added to the incitement by regurgitating defamatory falsehoods about Israel’s supposed human rights abuses in Gaza, Australia’s overwhelmingly Zionist Jews became increasingly horrified. For the first time, they felt isolated and threatened in their own country. 

			Far worse was to follow. Not only were synagogues firebombed, but in December 2025 fourteen Jews and a retired police officer were murdered and forty others wounded when two Islamist gunmen opened fire on a Chanukah candle-lighting ceremony on Sydney’s Bondi beach.  

			When I visited Melbourne and Sydney earlier in the year, communal meetings were heavily guarded, and ticket holders were checked in advance against the names of known troublemakers. In Brisbane, when my hosts sought a larger hall for my speaking engagement, six venues, including the Queensland Cricketers’ Club, turned them down on the basis that they refused to hold Jewish events—whether because of security fears or ideological conviction, it wasn’t clear. “We never used to live like this,” the Australian Jews told me, shaking their heads in disbelief. From enjoying the most relaxed and laid back of cultural lifestyles, they now felt as if they were living under siege. 

			In Britain, the Jewish community felt similarly betrayed by Sir Keir Starmer’s Labour government, which recycled the same falsehoods and incitement. Many of London’s Jews became too frightened to venture into central London on a Saturday because of the aggressive and intimidatory pro-Gaza demonstrations at which the police did next to nothing to prevent criminal chants threatening to destroy Israel, unleash a global “intifada,” and murder Jews. 

			Back in the early aughties, British Jews had experienced an uncomfortable and all too prescient wake-up call about their deteriorating position. Israel’s struggle to suppress the Second Intifada, in which more than 1,300 Israelis were murdered, provoked a level of Israel demonization and open antisemitism that led a number of British Jews to observe that they’d been living in a fool’s paradise. In shocking contradiction of what they had so foolishly told themselves, they noted that antisemitism hadn’t disappeared at all. It had merely taken a fifty-year break after the discovery of the Nazi extermination camps. Now, it was back.

			Until the October 7, 2023, atrocities turned the world upside down, American Jews largely felt immune from these convulsions. These Jews perceived the increasing political power in Britain and Europe of Muslim communities—large numbers of whom were refusing to integrate and instead expecting Britain and Europe to become more Islamic—and wondered how long it would be before their British and European counterparts woke up to the peril they were in and left these countries that were becoming increasingly dangerous for them. 

			In fact, the overwhelming majority of those in Britain who were demonizing Israel at that time were the non-Muslim progressive left, along with some on the right. It didn’t occur to most American Jews that similar forces were building in their own society and that they themselves might soon face a similar predicament. Viewing what was happening in Britain and Europe as nothing to do with them, they believed themselves to be in the safest and most benign environment for Jews on earth. 

			This feeling of immunity persisted even after the Council on American-Islamic Relations was indicted as a coconspirator in the 2008 Holy Land Foundation court case. At this trial, which revealed evidence of the links between the foundation and Hamas, five of its leaders were convicted of terrorism, money laundering, and tax fraud. Even after the massacre in 2018 at the Tree of Life synagogue in Pittsburgh in which eleven worshippers were murdered by a white supremacist, most American Jews remained unperturbed by the implications for their own safety and that of America.

			Nor were most American Jews particularly attached to or interested in Israel. Religious observance among them was a minority pursuit. The majority of them instead identified with and were preoccupied by progressive ideological causes such as abortion and the identity politics issues of race, sexuality, and gender. They were first and foremost Americans; their Jewish identity was an add-on, largely confined to signature and highly selective cultural markers such as using Yiddish words and phrases like “bubbele” (a term of endearment) or eating Jewish delicacies such as lox and bagels or blintzes.

			Most British Jews similarly dismissed as alarmism any concerns about homegrown Muslim extremism. After the Second Intifada in Israel was finally suppressed in 2005, British Jews pushed to the back of their minds for the better part of two decades the unwelcome discovery they had made about their place in Britain. Their leaders campaigned against “Islamophobia” on the basis that this was the equivalent of antisemitism. 

			However well informed any of them might have been during those years, few in either Britain or America could have anticipated the monstrous reaction throughout the West to the October 7 atrocities in Israel. Few could have imagined the extent to which demonstrably false or ludicrous claims about Israel would become not just accepted but resistant to logic, evidence, or any kind of challenge based in reality. Few could have foreseen the nightmarish Jew hunts that took place in certain Western cities. Few could have believed how the police and the university authorities would stand aside from the incitement against Jews on the streets and on campuses, claiming the need to defend freedom of speech. 

			In America, few could have imagined the wave of attacks including the firebombing of Jews at a community event in Boulder, Colorado in June 2025 by a Muslim who wanted to kill “all Zionist people”; the gunning down, a few weeks earlier, of two Israel embassy staffers outside the Capital Jewish Museum in Washington DC by a man who posted online that he wanted to “vaporize every Israeli 18 and above”; or in November 2025, when a mob swarmed Manhattan’s Park East synagogue chanting pro-intifada slogans and shouting at Jews arriving for a meeting inside that was providing information about emigration to Israel.

			And in Britain, few foresaw the atrocity on Yom Kippur 2025, when a Muslim attacked a Manchester synagogue and left two worshippers dead—the first time that British Jews had been murdered at prayer since they were readmitted to Britain in the eighteenth century having been expelled in 1290.

			It appeared to the flabbergasted and frightened Jews that their society had descended into a kind of lunacy that was embedded in the universities and—with precious few exceptions—not challenged by the media or any official authorities. Hardly anyone in public life called out the lies being told about Israel for what they were. On the contrary, political and cultural leaders themselves repeatedly echoed them.

			Language was hijacked. “Zionist” became synonymous with “Nazi.” “Genocide” was no longer understood to be the aim of Hamas, Hezbollah, and Iran, which had all sworn repeatedly to exterminate Israel and the Jews. Instead, Israel found itself grotesquely accused of genocide merely by going to war against its would-be exterminators. The most just and vital of wars was being reframed as a heinous crime against humanity. 

			Since Israel and Zionism were being framed as evil, it followed that its supporters would be framed as evil too. And since some 80 percent of Jews in Britain and America either identify as Zionists or say that caring about Israel is an essential or important part of what being Jewish means to them, this put a target on the back of every Jew.

			Jews found to their horror that this lunacy was what now passed as unchallengeable fact among great swaths of the educated classes. In Britain, there was scarcely a profession or institution in which the majority did not believe that Israel was out of control in Gaza and wantonly killing or starving the innocent in great numbers. 

			The obsessional nature of all this, the sheer volume and frequency of these accusations, and the way they were being insinuated into almost every aspect of daily life that had no connection whatsoever with the Middle East, created a sense in the Jewish community of being under a sustained and nightmarish bombardment.

			For many diaspora Jews, living under siege has become normalized. They hide identifying symbols such as Star of David necklaces or the uniform badges of their Jewish schools. Synagogues, Jewish communal organizations, and Jewish events have guards posted at the entrance. In Britain, some Jewish schools are behind barbed wire. 

			Many students on campus are forced to face institutionalized anti-Israel and anti-Jewish incitement. Some have decided as a result to avoid going to lectures. Others have decided the safest course of action is never to engage with anyone about Israel or “Palestine.” Meanwhile, it’s become standard procedure for Jewish students to conceal the locations, dates, and times of their meetings, with some going to the elaborate lengths of publicizing fake venues to throw potential
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