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INTRODUCTION
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H. G. Wells was an astonishingly versatile and prolific writer. He did not invent science fiction single-handed but he had an overwhelmingly powerful influence on the development of the genre, and produced some of its classic early examples. Generations of novelists have born witness and paid homage to him, from Arthur C. Clarke, Brian Aldiss and Doris Lessing to younger practitioners such as China Miéville and Greg Bear. George Orwell, who was to create perhaps the most famous dystopia of all, claimed in 1941, four years before Wells died, that ‘the minds of all of us, and therefore the physical world, would be perceptibly different if Wells had never existed.’* The plots and themes of Wells live on in innumerable screen versions, reminding us that the legendary radio adaptation of The War of the Worlds in 1938 by a young Orson Welles nearly brought New Jersey to a panic-stricken halt. This was the first alien invasion, and it continues to spawn imitations.

The world of academe has been uneasy about Wells’s literary status, and it is interesting to note that his French predecessor and rival Jules Verne (1828–1905), who confined himself more exclusively to the scientific romance and the adventure story, enjoys a more secure position in the French canon than Wells does in ours, and remains the darling of intellectuals and the French avant-garde. The English like Verne, but they do not revere him or take him seriously. Wells today has eloquent and scholarly champions, but his reputation rests on his popular appeal, which has not diminished. He was in his day a great popularizer, and professed to despise the high and polished art of his contemporary Henry James (1843–1916).

Three of his most celebrated stories appear in this volume, all written when he was a young man and long before the label ‘science fiction’ was coined, but the subject of space travel and speculations about the evolutionary future of the human race obsessed him all his life, finding a final expression in his last work, Mind at the End of Its Tether (1945), which (like his first novella in 1895) foresaw the annihilation of our species. He peered into the future, and he did not always like what he saw. He used the form of fiction for satiric, political and prophetic purposes, writing from a temperament that shifted, at times violently, between social optimism and dystopian despair. These short novels may be read as simple, thrilling (and for the most part largely implausible) tales of fantastic adventure, but they also lodge in the memory as many-layered and at times disquietingly aggressive fables.

All three are charged with the youthful energy and ambition that rescued Wells from an inauspicious childhood and propelled him to international fame. His own life was something of a fantasy, which at times seemed to him to constitute an improbable escape, against the odds, from a social class and family background that would have imprisoned a weaker man. (At other times he was to see himself more as a representative figure of a new age.) He was born Herbert George Wells in 1866 in the small market town of Bromley in Kent, then rural but now engulfed by London’s suburbia. He was the third son of an unsuccessful shopkeeper and a mother who supported the family finances by working below stairs as a housekeeper at a country house called Uppark in neighbouring Sussex, where she had once been a lady’s maid. The house, by one of those happy accidents that may counterbalance an otherwise poor start in life, had a fine library to which, as a boy, he had access. Thus, from his boyhood, lessons of class, of leisured privilege versus paid labour, were imprinted on his mind, more spatially and dramatically than by any political tract. He was to project the imagery of upstairs-downstairs worlds into grotesque and unearthly formations.

At the age of fifteen, in 1881, he was apprenticed as a draper in a department store in Southsea, Hampshire, a dead end job which he loathed (and which inspired several of his early comic realist novels) and from which he escaped, with some difficulty, by winning a scholarship in 1884 to the Normal School of South Kensington in London, now part of Imperial College. There he studied biology and zoology under the celebrated evolutionist T. H. Huxley, during the period of intense intellectual excitement and controversy newly aroused by Darwin’s revelations. This apprenticeship profoundly affected Wells’s work, and provided him with visionary dreams and insights that far outshone his performance as a student, and were to inform much of his fiction. The small horizons of a shopkeeper’s apprentice or chemist’s assistant opened into a vast world of knowledge and possibility, in an unimaginably altered time-scale extending back into a prehistoric past, and forward into a cosmic future.

But Wells was too impatient by temperament to pursue a career as a scientist, and his academic progress as a student and subsequently as teacher was neither smooth nor easy. Eventually in 1890 he gained a first class degree in zoology at the University of London, and became a biology tutor, but these early years were marked by poverty, drudgery, frustration, bouts of serious ill health and an unfortunate and doomed marriage to a cousin in 1891. His health remained problematic, and his sexual life was to be, for the times, highly unorthodox: in 1893 he eloped with and eventually married one of his students, but this did not restrain him in later life from further and sometimes notorious liaisons. He was highly charged with what his friend and sparring partner Bernard Shaw saw as the anarchic Life Force, and he possessed as powerful a will to succeed as a Nietzschean superman.

Success came to him not overnight, but nevertheless with some sense of drama. The genesis of his first novel, The Time Machine, was slow, as it made its way through various early drafts, but its publication in volume form in 1895 made him famous and initiated a rich decade during which he composed his vivisectionist evolutionary nightmare, The Island of Doctor Moreau (1896), quickly followed by The Invisible Man (1897), The War of the Worlds (1898), When the Sleeper Wakes (1899) and The First Men in the Moon (1901). This was the prime period of his science fiction, but it also produced several of his more benign comedies of lower middle-class life, including Love and Mr Lewisham (1900), Kipps (1905) and The History of Mr Polly (1910). It also saw him move, with Tono-Bungay (1909), towards a more ambitious and literary portrayal of contemporary society. As we have seen, speculations and predictions about the future and experimental treatments of time travel continued to haunt him, but these last years of the nineteenth century gave us what we now recognize as vintage Wells, playful, provocative, and popular. He had found his métier.

*

The eighteen-nineties were a good time in which to be a journalist and a storyteller. A huge new market of the newly-educated and half-educated was opening, to be exploited by newspapers and periodicals whose editors needed a constantly renewed supply of fresh, smart, not-too-difficult articles, stories, opinions, reviews. The proliferation of magazines resembled the highly profitable explosion of new writing for children in the enlightened 1760s which had in its day revolutionized the book trade. A new readership, hungry for information and entertainment, was eager for new material. As Wells’s biographers Norman and Jeanne Mackenzie note, ‘London in 1901 had nineteen morning and ten evening papers, and there were hundreds of weekly and monthly magazines … Anyone with a spark of talent could get five pounds for an article … The man of letters was working in a seller’s market.’* Writers like Wells and his contemporary Arnold Bennett seized their opportunity. They knew both the limitations and the aspirations of the reading public. They were themselves men of the people. They belonged, proudly, to the age of the Common Man, and had a mission to educate as well as to entertain him.

Wells was offered serious money for The Time Machine. W. E. Henley (1849–1903), poet, editor of The New Review (and the one-legged inspiration for Robert Louis Stevenson’s Long John Silver) offered him £100 for the serial rights, and Heinemann paid another £50 as an advance against book publication. Henley had cultivated Wells, helping him successfully to reshape his first sketch of a time machine story and turn it into a full length work – assistance for which he was lastingly grateful. Originally entitled ‘The Chronic Argonauts’, the earliest version had been written while Wells was still a student and published in the Science Schools Journal in three instalments in 1888. It took him several years of lean apprenticeship when, in his own words, he was living ‘from hand to mouth as a journalist’, to work it up into the fable that made his name, and which he dedicated to Henley.* It was an immediate success, and attracted the attention of Frank Harris, Grant Richards, W. T. Stead, and other important figures in the literary world eager to commission more of his work. The Review of Reviews in March 1895 acclaimed him simply as ‘a man of genius’.

Although Wells was in later years somewhat deprecating about The Time Machine, admitting that it showed youthful inexperience and that he and written the second half too quickly (in Sevenoaks, in Kent, hovered over by a threatening landlady), he retained an affection for it, and it is easy to see why it had such an impact. It remains as gripping as when it came hot from the press. Judged by the more rigorous standards of would-be plausibility that were later to be demanded of science fiction, it is clearly inadequate. The pseudo-scientific framework is, frankly, ludicrous, though perhaps it is so brazenly perfunctory that it could be dignified by the word ‘ludic’.

The author and the narrator make the usual brave attempts to win the reader’s confidence in an incredible yarn. We set off on our unlikely journey from a safe, comfortable, convivial all-male dinner party in Richmond, recalling the atmosphere of the gentlemen’s club from which so many Jules Verne adventures were launched, and our own scepticism is paralleled by that of the assembled company (most of whom, interestingly, are characterized as nameless generic figures rather than individuals – a narrative device Wells continued to employ in his fabulous fiction). There is, in the opening discussion, learned talk of the geometry of Four Dimensions, and we may note that in 1893 Professor Simon Newcomb did indeed address the New York Mathematical Society on this subject, an account of which had been published in Nature in 1894. Readers may well trust that their narrator understands more about these arcane but apparently topical matters than themselves, and give him the benefit of their suspended disbelief.

The possibility of time travel (which was to be popularized in J. W. Dunne’s influential An Experiment with Time, 1927) remains, of course, exactly that: a possibility, and one that exercises the minds of twenty-first century physicists and cosmologists, as they ponder string theory and multiverses. But we can be reasonably sure that we will not be travelling through time in a levered chair-like contraption of glittering metal, with ‘ivory in it, and some transparent crystalline substance’. Nor will we forget to take food, tobacco, and a Kodak camera before we set off.

The technical apparatus, as described, is comically vague, more Heath Robinson than aerodynamic: comic, too, is the account of time-travel sickness, a phenomenon which, like seasickness, reduces the spirit of high adventure to bathos. The contrast of the time traveller’s personal ineptitude with his professional expertise is one of the most enjoyable features of the narrative: the reader can easily identify with his bungling mistakes and wrong assumptions. Many of Wells’s space adventurers and experimenters are afflicted with a similar Common Man stupidity. The Invisible Man and the First Men in the Moon, clever though they are, make elementary mistakes which serve to enforce our sense of superiority: Wells collaborates with his readers by making them feel that they might well have managed things better.

The Time Traveller, with his box of safety matches, reminds one at times irresistibly of an ill-trained boy scout. His naïve optimism and his readiness to joke in the face of adversity add to the playfulness of tone of the first half of the story. When he carelessly loses his Time Machine, he laughs aloud at the trap he has devised for himself, and he is given to ‘chuckling gleefully’ at even more desperate moments. And the Eloi, who greet him so trustingly, as the South Sea Islanders had greeted their invaders, consider life is but a jest.

But, as we soon learn, life on earth in 802701 AD is not a jest, and the reader is cunningly led along a flower-strewn path to the slaughterhouse and a bleak dystopian vision, realized with a frisson of true horror. It is here that we leave the boy’s adventure story and enter into a darker Wells territory. (It is worth noting, however, that Wells retained his boyishness into his later years, and as an adult enjoyed playing childish games – the light and the dark continued to fight in him for ascendancy.) In the topography of this dystopia, where the effete, pretty, decadent Eloi herbivores live in the sunlight, and the artisan cannibal Molochs scrabble underground in the dark, some have seen a grim projection of life at Uppark, a political allegory informed by memories of social inferiority. But the moral of his tale is far from being one of simple socialism.

Wells was involved in radical politics from his student days, and familiar with Marxist theory and socialist doctrine. (He was for a while a somewhat unruly member of the Fabian Society, but he was too impatient to tolerate its policy of permeation: he liked action.) He was, like Shaw and fellow novelist Emile Zola (whose novel of the mining industry, Germinal was published in 1885) aware of the savage conditions which the industrial revolution had imposed on the labour force. Shaw, in The Perfect Wagnerite (1898) interpreted Wagner’s Ring of the Nibelung as an anti-capitalist allegory, in which dwarf slave labour toiled underground at its anvils under the Plutonic whip of profit, just as workers in nineteenth-century England toiled in coal mines and match factories, chemical works, potteries, railway shunting yards, tailoring shops, laundries, or, Shaw insists, in ‘any other of the places where human life and welfare are daily sacrificed’ for the wealth and luxury of shareholders.

Wells turns this impassioned protest against contemporary working conditions and the profit motive upside down, and takes a much longer evolutionary view. He had not studied taxonomy and the notochord in vain, and he knew from Huxley that unnumbered species had vanished from the earth by their failure to adapt, or by making adaptations that had served them in the short term but not in the long. The Molochs had survived this far by means that had destroyed their culture and their humanity. They are human, but they have regressed rather than progressed.

The time traveller has projected himself into a future world which he is obliged to interpret in the light of his own earthly knowledge, for neither Eloi nor Moloch can explain to him what he sees. In other scientific or Utopian romances Wells provides his travellers with discourse and interpretation from intelligent other-worldly inhabitants (as do Bulwer Lytton and William Morris in their respective time-travel fictions The Coming Race, 1871, and News from Nowhere, 1891), but here the traveller is on his own, presented merely with the evidence, as in a museum – and indeed the Natural History and Science Museums (as they are now known) in South Kensington provide a telling point of reference. He finds traces of a distant prehistoric past and of lost classical civilizations, but there are great gaps in the record, and a desolate message.

Wells’s most disheartening conclusion is thoroughly Darwinian: humanity has reached a state of tragic degeneracy because at one point it achieved such a level of material comfort that it lost the need to fight for survival. The instinct for fighting and killing is hard-wired into us (as neurologist Steven Pinker was forcefully to argue a century later in The Blank Slate, 2002) and Wells describes with relish the traveller’s atavistic pleasure in killing Molochs and his relief in getting back to earth and sinking his teeth into a piece of meat. Wells always made fun of the vegetarianism so strongly advocated by Shaw and other fellow Fabians, and here he amuses himself by suggesting that it will destroy the human race. Man is a hunter, and needs red meat.

This pessimistic prophecy of human evolution is not, however, all that the reader remembers. For the most astonishing section of this short work is surely the onward journey through time towards the death of our planet. The cosmic vision of Chapter Eleven has a tragic poetry and an epic sense of the wonder of the universe. We are not surprised that the traveller sets off once more into the unknown, this time remembering his knapsack and his camera. Like Ulysses, like Faust, he cannot rest from knowledge.

*

The Invisible Man, written in Woking, Surrrey, is a much less cosmic story, less ambitious in its scope, and firmly rooted in the rural southern counties of England where Wells was born. The narrative is laced with familiar English place names. It is a stereotypical countryside of hedgerows, inns, public houses, beer, avaricious landladies, tramps, foolish vicars and lumpen stupid yokels speaking in bumpkin dialect. Its premise is even more implausible than that of The Time Machine, and the character of its protagonist, Griffin, is far less sympathetic. He indeed resembles the archetypal evil scientist, pugnacious, self-seeking, ruthless, indifferent to the pain of man or animal, intent only on power. Vivisectionists, then as now, had a bad public image, and Wells does not hesitate to add cruelty to cats to the list of Griffin’s offences.

The name of Marvel, the tramp who becomes Griffin’s unwilling accomplice, is a joke at the expense of this marvellous tale, and indeed the whole novel is full of jokes, many of them unpleasant and malicious – pinched noses, kicked thighs, kicked ribs, disappearing objects. In The Time Machine, the more educated witnesses reasonably wonder if they are being cheated by a conjuring trick when their friend mysteriously disappears and reappears, but here the cast of country folk are treated more brutally by their creator, as dupes of an ill-intentioned physicist who considers them expendable and dim-witted. This is a more knock-about, low-life comedy, in which Wells satirizes the country people whom he had known as a boy, and shows little charity to any of his characters. Marvel, unlike some literary tramps of the period, is not an attractive or romantic figure. He is no ‘gentleman of the road’; he is mean and stupid. The terms ‘Polish Jew’ and ‘nigger’, which appear in the text, hint at a prevailing misanthropy and xenophobia. Wells, when he wrote this fantasy, seems to have been impatient with himself, his neighbours, and the human race. He relishes the violence and ill nature of his transparent alter ego, the brilliant amoral experimental scientist who is too poor and too impatient for success to climb the ladder by conventional means. Wells enjoys his destruction.

Nevertheless, like its predecessor, it is a gripping story, which again invokes the magic of the Fourth Dimension, to which is added a dissertation on the nature of light and refraction – again, just enough pseudo-scientific jargon to flatter and lull the reader into acceptance. (Wells in 1933, in his Preface to the Scientific Romances, was to describe this kind of framing explanation as ‘an ingenious use of scientific patter’.) Wells, as Roslynn D. Haynes argues in H. G. Wells: Discoverer of the Future, was well aware that ‘the process described in the novel as producing invisibility in living tissues was not scientifically possible’,* and quotes from a letter to Arnold Bennett of October 1897, in which he admitted that there were other insurmountable difficulties in his plot. ‘Any alteration in the refractive index of the eye lens would make vision impossible. Without such alteration the eyes would be visible as glassy globules.’† This might seem a minor objection to the major premise, but it is interesting that Wells thought it worth noting in apologia to a friend more wedded to the pure doctrine of fictional realism.

Implausible though the premise may be, the storyline affords Wells an opportunity to mock the gullibility, greed and hysteria of his neighbours, and also to poke fun at the more sportsmanlike amateur military tactics employed to defeat Griffin and his hollow dreams of a reign of Terror. The Terror never gets beyond mundane fisticuffs, ambushes, pistol shots and poker play, for Griffin is as stupid as most of his antagonists, and he is finally killed and re-embodied outside a public house named, ironically, ‘The Jolly Cricketers’ – perhaps an allusion to Wells’s father, who was a talented professional cricketer, though not a very jolly one.

*

In The Invisible Man, Wells was rehearsing for the more devastating terror that he was shortly to unleash on Woking from outer space. The War of the Worlds is a far more apocalyptic work, demonstrating that Wells had mastered the art of interweaving exciting narrative, plausible characterization and adventurous speculation. The novel is dedicated to his oldest brother Frank, who is credited with the ‘idea’, and the narrator’s brother is duly allowed a significant share of the action. Its implied critique of British imperialism and colonialism adds a political dimension to this imaginative work. Here, Wells transcends the cheap popular appeal of the mass-market serial story, and writes confidently for an intelligent readership, while continuing to tap into the demand for wonders and marvels. The scientific guesswork is much shrewder and more sophisticated, the level of fictional realization more assured. The aliens land and their invasion becomes part of our folklore.

Wells had already published a short article in The Pall Mall Gazette on ‘The Extinction of Man’ in which he suggested that ants and cephalopods would inherit the earth – motifs that recur in his short stories of this period. Cephalopods and dodos appear as early warnings in The War of the Worlds, as do the indigenous Tasmanians, who, Wells reminds us, were ‘entirely swept out of existence in a war of extermination by European immigrants in the space of fifty years’. The Tasmanians, like the Eloi of The Time Machine, were easy prey (and regarded by Europeans as ‘degenerate’, for they, like the Eloi, had lost the art of kindling fire). Wells’s cosmic fable portrays the men and women of Surrey as ‘eatable ants’ who by their petty bourgeois materialism and selfish timidity have come to deserve their fate.

Wells took exhilarating relish in the lurid violence of destruction: as he wrote to Elizabeth Healey, his student friend from Normal School days and his long-term correspondent, ‘I completely wreck and sack Woking – killing my neighbours in painful and eccentric ways …’, a programme which gave him much pleasure, as did his invention of the Heat Ray, the Black Smoke and the Red Weed. He was good at making fun of headline news and news stories, and the novel provides a telling portrait of journalistic practices of the day. The Martians themselves with their peculiarly horrible and vividly imagined attributes of tripod and tentacle, beak and brain, are the original aliens, preceding generations of space monsters, including the more homely Daleks of time-travelling Dr Who.

But the apocalyptic landscapes he describes, in the wake of Martian destruction, belong to another dimension of prophecy, again exploited by many imitators, recently and successfully by Cormac McCarthy in The Road (2006). These nightmare visions connect not to the distant or hypothetical future, but to the historical realities that Wells foresaw and that overtook Europe and the wider world within his lifetime. Human, not extraterrestrial, aggression created the wastelands of trench warfare and the Somme, the aerial bombardments of the Blitz, the horrors of Stalingrad, and the devastation of Hiroshima.

Wells had foreseen the possibility of an atomic bomb in The World Set Free, written in 1913, one of the most prophetic of his books. He lived to see the catastrophe he had foretold, and in one of his last public statements, made shortly before his death in 1946, his response was that ‘the human situation is grave and tragic’, and should be confronted with dignity and mutual aid, without hysteria and meanness. This is not far from the mood and message of The War of the Worlds, written nearly half a century earlier. But, although the overall sense of the earlier novel is pessimistic, it does offer some redeeming moments. When the first cylinder from Mars lands and is thought to have living creatures trapped inside it, the initial human response is one of concern and sympathy. Although the local population responds by gawping at the spectacle, by jostling for a good view and selling ginger-beer, the Astronomer Royal and other experts attempt a peace deputation with a white flag, and are anxious not to harm the invaders. Civilization does its best to defend itself.

Our narrator, a rising journalist who describes himself as ‘a writer on philosophical themes’, is concerned for the safety of his wife and unwilling needlessly to injure or betray his fellow sufferers. Human nature, in the year of the Martian attack, had not yet degenerated into a selfish drive for survival. The narrator, who had been working before he was interrupted on a paper ‘on the probable development of Moral Ideas with the development of the civilizing process’ has reason to retain some hope, although he admits that he feels himself and humankind have been ‘dethroned’. The British army may have found itself helpless in the face of Martian fire power and the superiority of Martian intelligence but it had not behaved stupidly or contemptibly, while the French government had helpfully distributed bread. After this alarm call, the human race may yet survive.

The possibility of extraterrestrial life was, then as now, much debated, and its likelihood is, in the twenty-first century, considered somewhat more probable than it was in Wells’s day. We know much more about Mars than we did then, and we know it is not inhabited by walking tripods. But our Royal Society and our Astronomer Royal have seen the discovery, if not yet the colonization, of vaster and vaster realms of space, where billions of earth-like planets may exist. The experts keep an open mind. The Search for Extraterrestrial Intelligence (SETI), founded some fifty years ago, is taken seriously in the highest scientific circles. As we foresee the inevitable death of our planet, we turn our minds, as did Wells, to the project of colonizing others. He had seen the possibility of ‘life spreading slowly from this little seed-bed of the solar system throughout the inanimate vastness of sidereal space.’ And he may, in the long run, be proved right.

Margaret Drabble
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	DATE
	AUTHOR’S LIFE
	LITERARY CONTEXT



	1857
	 
	 



	1859
	 
	Mill: On Liberty. Tennyson: Idylls of the King.



	1860
	 
	Ruskin: Unto This Last.



	1861
	 
	Dickens: Great Expectations.



	1863
	 
	T. H. Huxley: Evidence as to Man’s Place in Nature. Lyell: The Antiquity of Man. Kingsley: The Water Babies.



	1864
	 
	Verne: Journey to the Centre of the Earth. Spencer: Principles of Biology (to 1867).



	1865
	 
	Carroll: Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland. Dickens: Our Mutual Friend.



	1866
	Herbert George Wells born in Bromley, Kent on 21 September, into an impoverished lower middle-class family. Known as ‘Bertie’ (later ‘HG’ to his friends), he is the fourth and last child of Joseph Wells, shopkeeper, gardener and cricketer, and his wife Sarah (née Neal), a maid and housekeeper.
	Dostoevsky: Crime and Punishment. Swinburne: Poems and Ballads.



	1867
	 
	Marx: Das Kapital (vol. 1).



	1868
	 
	Collins: The Moonstone.



	1869
	 
	Verne: Twenty Thousand Leagues under the Sea. Flaubert: A Sentimental Education. Tolstoy: War and Peace. Mill: The Subjection of Women.



	1870
	 
	Death of Dickens.






HISTORICAL EVENTS

South Kensington Museum opens in London.

Darwin publishes On the Origin of Species, propounding the theory of evolution.

Huxley champions Darwin in public debate on evolution (to 1863). Launch of HMS Warrior, first iron-hulled warship; she never fires a shot in anger, British naval supremacy being unchallenged. End of Second Opium War. American Civil War (to 1865). Unification of Italy. Serfs freed in Russia. First underground railway (Metropolitan line) opens in London. Lassalle forms first socialist party in Germany (becomes the SPD in 1890).

Karl Marx founds International Workingmen’s Association (or First International) in London. Louis Pasteur establishes connection between bacteria and disease. International Red Cross founded.

Slavery formally abolished in US. Assassination of President Lincoln. Completion of transatlantic cable. Invention of the ‘boneshaker’ bicycle.

Derby (Conservative) prime minister (to 1868). Fenians active in Ireland: Habeas Corpus suspended. First International congress in Geneva. Bradlaugh founds National Secular Society. Livingstone’s third journey in Africa (to 1873). Alfred Nobel invents dynamite. Brunel’s Great Eastern lays a durable telegraph cable across the Atlantic. Ku Klux Klan started in US.

Fenian outrages in England. Second Reform Act. Joseph Lister practises antiseptic surgery.

Abyssinian campaign. Gladstone’s first Liberal ministry (to 1874). Trades’ Union Congress founded. Helium discovered.

Girton College for Women founded. Josephine Butler leads campaign for the repeal of the Contagious Diseases Act (to 1886). Suez Canal opened. Liquefaction of gases (Andrews).

Gladstone’s Irish Land Act. Married Women’s Property Act. Elementary Education Act. Civil Service in England thrown open to competitive examination. Franco-Prussian War (to 1871). Invention of the penny-farthing bicycle. Doctrine of papal infallibility. First Barnardo Home.




	DATE
	AUTHOR’S LIFE
	LITERARY CONTEXT



	1871
	 
	Darwin: The Descent of Man. Eliot: Middlemarch (to 1872). Bulwer Lytton: The Coming Race. Chesney: The Battle of Dorking. MacDonald: At the Back of the North Wind. Henty: Out on the Pampas.



	1872
	 
	Butler: Erewhon. Le Fanu: ‘Carmilla’. Winwood Reade: The Martyrdom of Man – ‘an extraordinarily inspiring presentation of human history as one consistent process’ (HGW).



	1873
	Enters Thomas Morley’s Commercial Academy in Bromley.
	Verne: Journey Round the World in Eighty Days.



	1874
	Confined to bed for some months following an accident; his father brings him books, first stimulating his interest in literature.
	 



	1875
	 
	Trollope: The Way We Live Now.



	1876
	 
	Spencer: Principles of Sociology (to 1896).



	1877
	Injury prevents his father from playing cricket, perilously reducing the family’s income.
	Turgenev: Virgin Soil. S. Webb: Facts for Socialists.



	1878
	 
	Hardy: The Return of the Native.



	1879
	 
	James: Daisy Miller. Verne: The Begum’s Fortune. Henry George: Progress and Poverty.



	1880
	Bromley household nearing financial collapse. Apprenticed to Rodgers & Denyer, drapers, in Windsor. His mother takes up a post as housekeeper at Uppark, West Sussex.
	Henty: The Young Buglers. Butler: Unconscious Memory.






HISTORICAL EVENTS

Paris Commune suppressed. Wilhelm I of Prussia declared German Emperor at Versailles; Bismarck becomes Chancellor. Third Republic created in France. Meeting of Stanley and Livingstone at Ujijji. Trades Union Act gives protection to Union funds and strengthens their legal status, but Criminal Law Amendment Act makes strike action difficult. Tyler’s Primitive Culture applies Darwin’s methods to the science of anthropology.

Secret ballot at elections imposed by law. Disraeli’s Crystal Palace speech exalting the Crown as focus of the new imperialism.

First successful typewriter produced by Remington. Clerk-Maxwell: Electricity and Magnetism.

Disraeli prime minister (to 1880), following aggressive imperial and military policy in South Africa, the Balkans and the Mediterranean. London School of Medicine for Women founded. First Impressionist exhibition in Paris.

Public Health Act in Britain. Trial by Jury: first of the Gilbert and Sullivan operas produced by D’Oyley Carte (to 1896). Norman Scot’s designs for Bedford Park, London’s first garden suburb. Socialist Workers’ Party of Germany founded.

Queen Victoria Empress of India. Disraeli buys shares in Suez Canal. ‘Bulgarian Atrocities’ – massacre of Christians by Moslems in Serbia. First International disbanded. Telephone patented by Alexander Graham Bell. Russo-Turkish War (to 1878). Trial of Bradlaugh and Annie Besant for republishing American Charles Knowlton’s pamphlet on birth control. Edison’s phonograph. First torpedo boats in operation. Socialist Labor Party of America founded.

Congress of Berlin settles Eastern Question. Second Afghan War (to 1880). First electric street lighting in London. London University becomes the first to admit women to its degrees. William Booth founds Salvation Army. Anti-Socialist laws in Germany (to 1890).

Zulu War. First telephone exchange opens in London. Lady Margaret Hall and Somerville College, first colleges for women at Oxford. First electric train demonstrated in Germany.

Liberals win majority in general election; Gladstone prime minister (to 1885). Development of seismograph. First Boer War (to 1881).




	DATE
	AUTHOR’S LIFE
	LITERARY CONTEXT



	1881
	Pupil-teacher at Alfred Williams’ school in Wookey, Somerset; briefly apprenticed to a chemist in Midhurst, West Sussex, then a pupil at Midhurst Grammar School; apprenticed to Hyde’s Drapery Emporium in Southsea, which he hates.
	James: The Portrait of a Lady. Flaubert: Bouvard and Pécuchet.



	1882
	On visits to Uppark during his teenage years makes use of extensive library there, reading Swift, Paine, Gibbon, Voltaire, Plato and Shelley.
	Stevenson: New Arabian Nights.



	1883
	Walks 17 miles from Southsea to Uppark to tell his mother he has quit the drapery business. Under-master at Midhurst Grammar School.
	Nietzsche: Thus Spake Zarathustra (to 1892). Carpenter: Towards Democracy. Schreiner: The Story of an African Farm.



	1884
	Wins scholarship and bursary at Normal School of Science, South Kensington (later part of Imperial College, London). Studies comparative anatomy under T. H. Huxley – ‘the most educational year of my life’ – developing a strong interest in evolution.
	Huysmans: Against Nature. Abbott: Flatland: A Romance of Many Dimensions. Gissing: The Unclassed.



	1885
	Studies include biology, zoology, physics, chemistry, geology and astronomy. First becomes interested in politics, taking an active part in student debates,
	Zola: Germinal. Fawcett: Douglas Duane. Jefferies: After London.



	1886
	attending socialist meetings at William Morris’s house, and meetings of the Fabian Society. Pursues his own course of reading in literature and history. Meets and falls in love with his cousin Isabel Wells.
	Stevenson: The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde. Haggard: King Solomon’s Mines. Hardy: The Mayor of Casterbridge. Gissing: Demos. Nietzsche: Beyond Good and Evil.



	1887
	First published work, ‘A Tale of the Twentieth Century’, appears in the Science Schools Journal (which he had helped to found). Fails examination in geology and loses his scholarship; leaves the
	Maupassant: The Horla. Zola: The Earth. Haggard: She.






HISTORICAL EVENTS

Tsar Alexander II assassinated in Russia. Social Democratic Federation, Britain’s first organized socialist party, founded by H. M. Hyndman. Natural History Museum opens in South Kensington, London. Savoy Theatre the first public building in the world to be entirely lit by electric light.

Murder of Irish Secretary and Under-Secretary in Phoenix Park, Dublin; Prevention of Crimes Bill; Irish bombing campaign in England. Second Married Women’s Property Act. Germany, Austria-Hungary and Italy sign Triple Alliance. Work on the first Channel Tunnel halted over fears for British national security. Society for Psychical Research founded by Frederic Myers. First London performance of Wagner’s Ring cycle. Death of Karl Marx.

Third Reform Act. Fabian Society founded in London, an intellectual socialist group favouring incremental rather than revolutionary change. Berlin Conference called to regularize European colonization of Africa; the ‘scramble for Africa’ nonetheless continues. First part of the Oxford English Dictionary.

Death of General Gordon at Khartoum. Indian National Congress founded. The ‘Rover’ diamond-framed safety bicycle goes into production, causing the bicycling boom of the 1890s. Karl Benz makes the first car to be powered by an internal combustion engine. Daimler’s motorcycle. Pasteur successfully employs rabies vaccine.

Gladstone’s first Home Rule Bill is defeated. Resignation of Gladstone. Alliance of Conservative and Liberal Unionist parties: Salisbury forms Unionist government (to 1892). First Linotype machine in operation (at the New York Tribune).

Queen Victoria’s Golden Jubilee. ‘Bloody Sunday’: prohibited rally of radicals and Irish militants in Trafalgar Square broken up by police and troops. Hertz demonstrates radio waves.




	DATE
	AUTHOR’S LIFE
	LITERARY CONTEXT



	1887 cont.
	Normal School without a degree. Teacher at Holt Academy, Wrexham.
	 



	1888
	Suffers severe kidney and lung damage following an injury on the football field at Holt; recuperates at Uppark. Returns to London, lodging with his aunt and cousin in Primrose Hill. ‘The Chronic Argonauts’ (first time-travel story) published in Science Schools Journal.
	Kipling: Plain Tales from the Hills. Morris: A Dream of John Ball. Bellamy: Looking Backward.



	1889
	Teaching at Henley House School, Kilburn (to 1890) where one of his pupils is A. A. Milne.
	Ibsen’s The Doll’s House opens in London. Jerome: Three Men in a Boat. Gissing: The Nether World. Twain: A Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur’s Court. Shaw: Fabian Essays in Socialism. Carpenter: Civilization: Its Cause and Cure. Wallace: Darwinism.



	1890
	Graduates as Bachelor of Science with first class honours in Zoology from the University of London External Programme.
	James: The Tragic Muse. W. James: Principles of Psychology.



	1891
	Tutor for University Correspondence College. Marries his cousin Isabel (October). Tries his hand at journalism. ‘The Rediscovery of the Unique’ is published in the Fortnightly Review, at the insistence of fellow contributor, Oscar Wilde.
	Wilde: The Picture of Dorian Gray; The Soul of Man Under Socialism. Gissing: New Grub Street. Morris: News from Nowhere. Hardy: Tess of the d’Urbervilles. Ibsen’s Hedda Gabler first performed in London. Shaw: The Quintessence of Ibsenism. Jerome: ‘The New Utopia’.



	1892
	(Amy) Catherine Robbins (whom he rechristens ‘Jane’) enrols as one of his students.
	Doyle: The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes. Wilde: Lady Windermere’s Fan. Gissing: Born in Exile.



	1893
	Elopes with Jane. Publishes A Text-book of Biology. Honours Physiography (with R. A. Gregory). Suffering from poor health, he is obliged to give up tutoring. Struggles to make a living as a full-time writer.
	T. H. Huxley: Evolution and Ethics. S. & B. Webb: History of Trade Unionism. Blatchford: Merrie England. Myers: Science and a Future Life. Gissing: The Odd Women. Kipling: Many Inventions.






HISTORICAL EVENTS

Dunlop patents the pneumatic tyre. George Eastman’s new Kodak camera using rolled photographic film. First exhibition of Arts and Crafts Guild. Fabian socialist Annie Besant champions the cause of the ‘match girls’ at the Bryant and May factory in London; the success of their strike helps inspire the formation of unions throughout the country.

Five-week London dock strike results in a victory for the strikers. Charles Booth: Life and Labour of the People in London (17 vols, to 1903). Deptford power station built to supply London with electricity. Morley College for Working Men and Women opens in south London. Engels founds Second International.

Cecil Rhodes becomes prime minister of Cape Colony. Kaiser Wilhelm II dismisses Bismarck. Dewar invents vacuum flask.

Discs for recording sound pioneered by E. Berliner. Lilienthal makes first glider flight.

Gladstone forms fourth administration. Diesel engine patented. Blackwall Tunnell under Thames begun (to 1897).

Independent Labour Party formed under Keir Hardy. Second Irish Home Rule Bill is passed by the House of Commons but defeated in the Lords. Government brings in troops to break miners’ strike. First Matabele War (to 1894). Women achieve the vote in New Zealand.




	DATE
	AUTHOR’S LIFE
	LITERARY CONTEXT



	1893 cont.
	 
	Griffith: The Angel of the Revolution. Flammarion: The End of the World. Egerton: Keynotes. Henley: London Voluntaries.



	1894
	Living with Jane in lodgings in Camden Town. ‘The Stolen Bacillus’ appears in the Pall Mall Budget, the first short story to appear over his name.
	Shaw: Arms and the Man. Violet Hunt: The Maiden’s Progress. Mrs Humphry Ward: Marcella. Gissing: In the Year of Jubilee. Griffith: Olga Romanoff, or the Siren of the Skies. Kipling: The Jungle Book.



	1895
	Divorces Isabel and marries Jane. They settle in Sevenoaks in Kent; then in Woking, Surrey. Asked to write his first theatre review (of Wilde’s Importance of Being Earnest), finds himself in the company of Bernard Shaw, who becomes a lifelong friend and sparring partner. Desperately short of money, reworks time-travel idea as The Time Machine. Serialized in W. E. Henley’s New Review, then published in May, it is an instant success, solving his financial worries. Select Conversations with an Uncle, The Wonderful Visit and The Stolen Bacillus and Other Incidents.
	Wilde: The Importance of Being Earnest; An Ideal Husband. Allen: The Woman Who Did. Hardy: Jude the Obscure. Conrad: Almayer’s Folly. Crane: Red Badge of Courage. Fawcett: The Ghost of Guy Thryle.



	1896
	The Island of Doctor Moreau, The Wheels of Chance: a Bicycling Idyll (Wells is a keen cyclist). Meets George Gissing, who becomes a close friend. Moves to Worcester Park, Surrey. His review of Almayer’s Folly leads to correspondence and friendship with Joseph Conrad. ‘Human Evolution: An Artificial Process’ (Fortnightly Review).
	Morris: The Well at the World’s End. Beerbohm: The Works of Max Beerbohm. Le Gallienne: The Quest of the Golden Girl. Jacobs: Many Cargoes. Housman: A Shropshire Lad.



	1897
	The Invisible Man, The Plattner Story and Others, Thirty Strange Stories, The Star, Certain Personal Matters. Lifelong friendship with Arnold Bennett begins. ‘Morals and Civilization’ (Fortnightly Review).
	Stoker: Dracula. Shaw: The Devil’s Disciple. S. & B. Webb: Industrial Democracy. Havelock Ellis: Studies in the Psychology of Sex (to 1928).






HISTORICAL EVENTS

Gladstone resigns, having split the Liberal Party over Home Rule. The Yellow Book launched in Britain (to 1897), with Aubrey Beardsley as art editor. Thomas Edison’s kinetoscope first appears in London. Alfred Harmsworth and his brother buy the London Evening News and, two years later, the Daily Mail, beginning the creation of modern mass-market journalism. Dreyfus case begins in France.

Salisbury forms Unionist ministry (to 1902), with Joseph Chamberlain as Colonial Secretary. Rhodesia founded. Jameson Raid on the Transvaal. Freud’s Studien über Hysterie inaugurates psychoanalysis. Wilde’s trial and imprisonment. First Promenade Concert put on by Sir Henry Wood at the Queen’s Hall. Lumière brothers patent cinematograph. X-rays discovered by Röntgen. Safety razor invented. Marconi demonstrates radio transmission. London School of Economics founded with money donated by the Fabian Society.

Becquerel discovers radioactivity of uranium. Eduard Bernstein’s articles Problems of Socialism (to 1898) spark the revisionism debate in the SPD, arguing that socialism can be introduced by democratic change rather than revolution. Second Matabele War (to 1897). Sudan War (to 1899).

Queen Victoria’s Diamond Jubilee. After a century of expansion the British Empire covers one fifth of the globe, home to one quarter of the world’s population. Destruction of Benin City (West Africa) by British. Thomson discovers the electron. Aspirin marketed. First successful naval submarine (Holland VI) produced in the US.




	DATE
	AUTHOR’S LIFE
	LITERARY CONTEXT



	1898
	Travels to Italy. The War of the Worlds. Again in poor health, takes a cottage in Sandgate on the Kent coast. First meeting with Henry James.
	James: The Turn of the Screw. Shaw: Mrs Warren’s Profession; The Perfect Wagnerite. Elizabeth von Arnim: Elizabeth and her German Garden. Crane: ‘The Open Boat’ (‘an imperishable gem’, HGW). Kipling: The Day’s Work.



	1899
	When the Sleeper Wakes – first modern dystopian novel. Tales of Space and Time. Commissions architect C. F. A. Voysey to build a house for him in Sandgate.
	Yeats: The Wind Among the Reeds. James: The Awkward Age. Shaw: You Never Can Tell. Gorky: ‘Twenty-six Men and a Girl’.



	1900
	Love and Mr Lewisham, his first attempt at realistic fiction. Completion of Spade House, where over the following nine years he and Jane entertain many literary figures, including Conrad, Bennett, Gissing, James, Barrie, Stephen Crane, Chesterton, Belloc, Gosse, Galsworthy and Ford.
	Freud: The Interpretation of Dreams. Conrad: Lord Jim. Dreiser: Sister Carrie.



	1901
	Birth of first son, G. P. (‘Gip’) Wells. Anticipations, his first major work of non-fiction, establishes his reputation as a ‘prophet’. The First Men in the Moon, a scientific romance. A Dream of Armageddon. He and Jane reach a ‘modus vivendi’ whereby she accepts his numerous affairs on the understanding that their marriage and family life remain sacrosanct.
	Kipling: Kim. Griffith: A Honeymoon in Space. Shiel: The Purple Cloud. Washington: Up From Slavery. Hobhouse: Mind in Evolution.



	1902
	Meets Sidney and Beatrice Webb, leading Fabians; friendship with E. Nesbit and family. First acquaintance with Winston Churchill. The Sea Lady, The Discovery of the Future (Royal Institution lecture).
	Conrad: Heart of Darkness. Doyle: The Hound of the Baskervilles. Bennett: Anna of the Five Towns. Barrie: The Admirable Crichton. Gorky: The Lower Depths.






HISTORICAL EVENTS

Death of Gladstone. First German Navy Law (2nd in 1900): arms race with Britain begins. Britain and France clash in the Sudan (Fashoda incident). Britain granted 99-year lease on Hong Kong by Chinese government. Strike of Amalgamated Society of Engineers (the strongest union) is defeated. Curies discover radium. Machine for magnetic recording of sound patented by V. Poulsen. Russian Social Democratic Labour Party (RSDLP) founded.

Second Boer War (to 1902). Marconi establishes wireless communications between France and England. Ruskin College, Oxford, opens to provide a university education for the working classes. Andrew Dawson of the Australian Labour Party becomes premier of Queensland, forming the first parliamentary socialist government in the world – though it only lasts a few weeks.

Labour Representation Committee (LRC) formed, with Ramsay MacDonald as secretary, to sponsor parliamentary candidates. Keir Hardy and Richard Bell secure seats in the next election. British military move displaced Boer women and children into concentration camps – a policy reversed the following year after a public outcry. First Zeppelin flight. First agricultural tractor. Planck’s quantum theory. Thirty per cent of graduates from London University are women. After 75 years of railway development, over 1100 passenger journeys are being made annually over a network of some 18,680 miles.

Death of Queen Victoria. Accession of Edward VII. Taff Vale case: judge orders a railway union to pay £23,000 damages for a strike, effectively making strikes illegal. First award of Nobel prizes. Marconi sends first radio signals across the Atlantic. Theodore Roosevelt US president (to 1909). Socialist Party of America under Eugene Debs. Rowntree: Poverty, A Study of Town Life, based on his investigations in York.

Balfour becomes prime minister on Salisbury’s retirement (to 1905). Education Act. First celebration of Empire Day in Britain. Lenin: What is to be done? The pioneering science fiction film Le Voyage dans la Lune made by Georges Méliès, inspired by Jules Verne’s From the Earth to the Moon and Wells’s First Men in the Moon.




	DATE
	AUTHOR’S LIFE
	LITERARY CONTEXT



	1903
	Joins Fabian Society. Introduced to prestigious Co-Efficients Club, a forum for the meeting of socialists and Tory and Liberal imperialists which he finds uncongenial; his one ally is Bertrand Russell. Birth of second son, Frank. Twelve Stories and a Dream, Mankind in the Making. ‘The Land Ironclads’ predicts tank warfare.
	Butler: The Way of All Flesh. James: The Ambassadors. Shaw: Man and Superman. Childers: The Riddle of the Sands. Death of George Gissing.



	1904
	The Food of the Gods. Friendship with the Reeves family, fellow Fabians.
	James: The Golden Bowl. Barrie: Peter Pan. E. Nesbit: The Phoenix and the Carpet. Kipling: Traffics and Discoveries. M. R. James: Ghost Stories of an Antiquary.



	1905
	Kipps, A Modern Utopia, ‘The Empire of the Ants’. Death of his mother, Sarah Wells.
	Hobhouse: Democracy and Reaction. Shaw: Major Barbara. Granville-Barker: The Voysey Inheritance. Forster: Where Angels Fear to Tread.



	1906
	Lecture, ‘Faults of the Fabians’, accuses the Society of betraying socialism; his proposals for reform defeated. Visits America, coinciding with Maxim Gorky, a kindred spirit. Impressed by black leader Booker T. Washington and President Theodore Roosevelt. Assailed in the press of his advocacy of free love. Socialism and the Family, The Future of America, In the Days of the Comet. Affair with writer Dorothy Richardson, a family friend; she miscarries a child. Affair with Amber Reeves, now a Moral Science student at Newnham College, Cambridge.
	Galsworthy: The Man of Property (first of The Forsyte Saga). Gorky: The Mother (to 1907). E. Nesbit: The Story of the Amulet. Kipling: Puck of Pook’s Hill. Carpenter: Love’s Coming of Age.



	1907
	The Misery of Boots (Fabian Society), The So-Called Science of Sociology. Brief affair with novelist Violet Hunt.
	Conrad: The Secret Agent (dedicated to Wells). Gosse: Father and Son. Von Arnim: Fräulein Schmidt and Mr Anstruther.






HISTORICAL EVENTS

Emmeline Pankhurst founds Women’s Social and Political Union in Manchester. Wright brothers’ first successful powered flight. Russo-Japanese War (to 1905). Second Congress of RSDLP in London: split into Bolshevik and Menshevik factions. Workers’ Educational Association (WEA) founded. Theory of rocket propulsion published by K. Tsiolkovsky.

Entente Cordiale between Britain and France. Churchill crosses the floor to join the Liberal Party. Admiral John (‘Jackie’) Fisher becomes First Sea Lord, and sets about revolutionizing the Royal Navy to counter the threat from Germany.

Unionist government split over campaign for tariff reform, championed by Joseph Chamberlain. Resignation of Balfour. Sinn Féin is formed. First Russian Revolution. Industrial Workers of the World formed in US. Section Française de l’Internationale ouvrière (SFIO) established, led by Jean Jaurès. Einstein’s special theory of relativity. Early brain surgery (Cushing in US). Landslide Liberal victory in election, ending nearly 20 years of Tory rule. LRC win 29 seats; adopt the name ‘Labour Party’. Taff Vale judgment reversed. Campbell-Bannerman’s cabinet embarks on sweeping social reforms. Launch of HMS Dreadnought, first modern battleship. Vitamins discovered (Hopkins). SFIO wins 56 seats in French parliament (100 by 1914). J. M. Dent founds Everyman’s Library. Rolls Royce company set up.

Russia joins the Entente Cordiale to form the Triple Entente. Imperial College, London, founded.




	DATE
	AUTHOR’S LIFE
	LITERARY CONTEXT



	1908
	Resigns from the Fabians. First and Last Things, New Worlds for Old. The War in the Air predicts catastrophic aerial war.
	Bennett: The Old Wives’ Tale. Forster: A Room with a View. Chesterton: The Man Who Was Thursday. Gustave Le Rouge: The Prisoner of the Planet Mars. Hunt: White Rose of Weary Leaf. London: The Iron Heel. Davies: The Autobiography of a Super-Tramp.



	1909
	Tono-Bungay. Takes Amber Reeves, who is pregnant, to Le Touquet; Amber’s return and marriage to Rivers Blanco White. Ann Veronica, partly inspired by his affair with Amber Reeves, creates a scandal. Moves to Hampstead with his family. Amber gives birth to Anna, Wells’s daughter.
	Kipling: Actions and Reactions. Le Rouge: The War of the Vampires. London: Martin Eden.



	1910
	Liaison with Elizabeth von Arnim. The History of Mr Polly.
	Saki: Reginald in Russia. Forster: Howards End. Bennett: Clayhanger (first of Clayhanger series). De la Mare: The Return. Shaw: Misalliance.



	1911
	The New Machiavelli (includes satirical portraits of the Webbs), The Country of the Blind and Other Stories, Floor Games (for children). ‘The Contemporary Novel’. Moves to Easton Glebe, Essex, where he and Jane entertain many literary and political figures. Keeps on a flat in London.
	Chesterton: The Innocence of Father Brown. Saki: The Chronicles of Clovis. Beerbohm: Zuleika Dobson. Hunt: Tales of the Uneasy. Conrad: Under Western Eyes. Schreiner: Women and Labour.



	1912
	Marriage. Meets young feminist journalist Rebecca West after she attacks the book in the New Freewoman. Their affair will last for a decade. ‘The Past and the Great State’ in The Great State: Essays in Construction.
	E. R. Burroughs: A Princess of Mars (first of his popular Barsoon series). Catherine Wells: ‘The Beautiful House’ (Harper’s Magazine). Jung: The Psychology of the Unconscious.



	1913
	The Passionate Friends, Little Wars.
	Shaw: Pygmalian. Lawrence: Sons and Lovers. Doyle: ‘The Poison Belt’. Gorky: My Childhood (first of his autobiographical trilogy). Proust: Swann’s Way (first part of In Search of Lost Time).






HISTORICAL EVENTS

Asquith’s Liberal ministry (to 1916). Lloyd George Chancellor of the Exchequer; introduces Old Age Pensions Act. Eugenics Education Society founded in London. Ford Model T goes into production. Geiger counter invented. Cubist movement. Samuel F. Cody makes the first official powered flight in the UK.

Lloyd George introduces People’s Budget. Blériot flies over Channel. Osbourne judgment: trade unions no longer able to fund election campaigns or contribute to MPs’ salaries. Victoria and Albert Museum and Science Museum (formerly South Kensington Museum) become separate establishments. Marinetti’s Futurist manifesto.

Death of Edward VII and accession of George V. ‘Black Friday’: Suffragette riots at Westminster. 42 Labour members returned in the election. Russell and Whitehead: Principia Mathematica (to 1913). Post-Impressionist show in London.

Agadir crisis. Amundsen reaches South Pole (15 December) a month before Scott. Strikes of dockers, miners, railwaymen and transport workers in Britain. Lloyd George’s National Insurance Act. Payment of MPs introduced. Parliament Act to reduce the power of the House of Lords. Rutherford: nuclear model of atom. First British rigid airship. First offensive use of a military aircraft during Italo-Turkish war.

The Titanic sinks. South African Native National Congress founded (later ANC). First Balkan War. First parachute descent from an aircraft. Stainless steel produced. SPD are the strongest party in the German imperial parliament and the most powerful socialist party in Europe. Royal Flying Corps (RFC) constituted.

Second Balkan War. Cat and Mouse Act: hunger-striking Suffragettes to be released and later re-arrested. Osborne judgment repealed. The New Statesman founded by the Webbs and Bernard Shaw.




	DATE
	AUTHOR’S LIFE
	LITERARY CONTEXT



	1914
	Rebecca moves to Norfolk where she gives birth to their son, Anthony. Wells visits Russia, meeting Gorky again. The World Set Free predicts atomic bombs. The Wife of Sir Isaac Harman, An Englishman Looks at the World. Unlike many fellow socialists, he supports the war and writes a series of propaganda articles collected under the title The War That Will End War.
	Joyce: Dubliners. Tressell: The Ragged Trousered Philanthropist. Hardy: Satires of Circumstance. Jacobs: Night Watches. Amber Reeves: A Lady and Her Husband.



	1915
	Boon – contains a parody of Henry James which ends their friendship. The Research Magnificent, Bealby.
	Dorothy Richardson: Pointed Roofs (first volume of Pilgrimage). Maugham: Of Human Bondage. Woolf: The Voyage Out. Charlotte Perkins Gilman: Herland. Buchan: The Thirty-Nine Steps. Ford: The Good Soldier. Lawrence: The Rainbow. Brooke: ‘War Sonnets’.



	1916
	The immensely popular Mr Britling Sees It Through confronts the ‘nightmare vision’ of the Great War. The Elements of Reconstruction, What is Coming? Visits Western Front in France and Italy.
	Joyce: A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man. Russell: Justice in War-Time. Death of Henry James.



	1917
	The Soul of a Bishop, War and the Future, God, the Invisible King. Serves on Research Committee for the League of Nations. Reviews (favourably) Joyce’s Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man.
	Barrie: Dear Brutus. Kipling: A Diversity of Creatures. Freud: Introduction to Psychoanalysis. Laski: Studies in the Problem of Sovereignty.



	1918
	Joan and Peter, a tribute to the young generation and a call to build a better future in the aftermath of war. Joins Ministry of Information under Lord Northcliffe but is quickly disillusioned; meets Lord Beaverbrook. In the Fourth Year (including ‘A Reasonable Man’s Peace’).
	Rebecca West: The Return of the Soldier. Spengler: The Decline of the West (to 1923). Strachey: Eminent Victorians. Gorky: Untimely Thoughts. Wyndham Lewis: Tarr. Sassoon: Counter-Attack.






HISTORICAL EVENTS

Assassination of Jean Jaurès. Assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand and his wife in Sarajevo. Outbreak of World War I. Social democratic parties in Britain, France, Belgium and Germany support their government’s military policy, discarding previous commitment to internationalism. First battle of Ypres. Kitchener becomes War Secretary. Home Rule Act placed on statute book but implementation is suspended for the duration of the war. Carpenter and Houseman found the British Society for the Study of Sex Psychology.

Second battle of Ypres; first use of poison gas by German army. First Zeppelin air raid on London. Gallipoli landings. Sinking of the Lusitania. Asquith forms coalition with Conservatives. Einstein’s general theory of relativity.

Easter Rising in Ireland. Battle of Verdun. Naval battle of Jutland. General conscription introduced in Britain. Armoured tanks, invented by British soldier and scholar Ernest Swinton, first used in the battle of the Somme (July–Nov). Asquith resigns; Lloyd George becomes prime minister (to 1922), splitting the Liberal Party which never more holds office. Margaret Sanger opens birth control clinic in New York, first of its kind in the US. Dada movement.

February Revolution in Russia. Abdication of Nicholas II. Bolshevik (October) Revolution. Assassination of the Tsar and his family. Civil war in Russia and Ukraine (to 1921). United States declares war on Germany. Sassoon’s anti-war statement. ‘Bloody April’: the RFC lose 150 aircraft, the French and Belgian 200 and the Germans 370. Third battle of Ypres (Paschendaele: July–Nov). Heavy bomber raids on London. British Mandate in Palestine (to 1948); Balfour Declaration promises Palestine to the Jews. First jazz recordings.

President Wilson’s Fourteen Points for world peace presented to Congress (Jan). Russia withdraws from World War I (March). Allies intervene in Russian Civil War (Aug). Final Allied push to German border (Oct). Collapse of Habsburg empire. German revolution; abdication of Kaiser Wilhelm II; Weimar Republic established with SPD in power under Friedrich Ebert. Armistice (11 November): end of World War I. Lloyd George’s Coalition government is returned to power after general election (Dec). Women over 30 obtain the vote in Britain. Marie Stopes publishes Married Love, groundbreaking sex manual. Royal Air Force formed.




	DATE
	AUTHOR’S LIFE
	LITERARY CONTEXT



	1919
	Leaves the Ministry of Information, contemptuous of the Foreign Office and baffled by ‘the fiasco of Versailles’. Devotes his future career to campaigning for reforms in world government that will avert the catastrophe of another world war. The Undying Fire, History is One. Contributor to The Idea of a League of Nations.
	Richardson: The Tunnel. Wodehouse: My Man Jeeves. Shaw: Heartbreak House. Beerbohm: Seven Men. Reed: Ten Days that Shook the World. Keynes: The Economic Consequences of the Peace. Carpenter: The Healing of Nations and the Hidden Sources of Their Strife.



	1920
	The Outline of History (which he always regards as his greatest achievement) sells two million copies. Invited by Gorky, visits Russia with his son Gip; meets Lenin and Trotsky. Falls in love with Moura Budberg, his interpreter. Russia in the Shadows argues against Allied intervention in the Soviet republic; calls for Churchill’s removal from office. Meets Margaret Sanger, American birth-control campaigner.
	Wilfred Owen: Poems. Mansfield: Bliss, and Other Stories. Galsworthy: Awakening (final volume of The Forsyte Saga). Lawrence: Women in Love. Wharton: The Age of Innocence. S. Lewis: Main Street. Pound: Canzoni. Russell: The Practice and Theory of Bolshevism. Bury: The Idea of Progress.



	1921
	By now he has become a world figure. Attends and reports on Washington Conference. Takes up the cause of socialists Eugene Debs and Charles Ashleigh, imprisoned in US. Spends time with Margaret Sanger in New York. The Salvaging of Civilization.
	Richardson: Deadlock. Maugham: The Trembling of a Leaf. Hobhouse: The Rational Good.



	1922
	A Short History of the World, a concise version of his Outline and another bestseller. Washington and the Hope of Peace, The Secret Places of the Heart. Unsuccessful as a Labour parliamentary candidate for London University.
	Joyce: Ulysses. Eliot: The Waste Land. Mansfield: The Garden Party. Woolf: Jacob’s Room. West: The Judge. Von Arnim: The Enchanted April.






HISTORICAL EVENTS

Treaty of Versailles: allies impose punitive financial and territorial measures upon Germany. Spartacist uprising in Germany suppressed; Communist leaders Rosa Luxemburg and Karl Liebknecht shot. Shortlived Soviet republics in Hungary and Bavaria. Biennio rosso in Italy (to 1920). Socialist administration in ‘Red Vienna’ (to 1927) initiates welfare programme including social housing. Communist (or Third) International (‘Comintern’) founded in Moscow. Churchill becomes Secretary of State for War; declares Bolshevism ‘should be strangled in its cradle’. ‘Red Scare’ in US (to 1921). National Socialist (Nazi) Party formed in Germany. Irish War of Independence (to 1921). Dismantling of Ottoman empire. Amritsar massacre in India. Nancy Astor first woman MP. Alcock and Brown make first non-stop flight across Atlantic. Bauhaus school of design founded in Germany. City Lit opens, pioneering evening classes for adults in London.

League of Nations founded (Jan): US, which refuses to ratify the Versailles treaty, does not join. In Britain Labour and TUC leaders set up national Council of Action; threat of general strike forces Lloyd George to abandon military intervention in Russia. Poles defeat Bolshevik army and make peace. Churchill controversially orders aerial bombardment of rebel tribes in Iran. Women admitted to full membership of Oxford University. Harold Laski at LSE (to 1950). British Communist Party formed. Prohibition in US (to 1933). American women win voting rights.

Irish Free State established. Marie Stopes opens first birth control clinic in London. Lenin bans opposition within the Communist Party. New Economic Policy introduced in Russia. Warren Harding US president. Charlie Chaplin: The Kid. Regular public radio broadcasting established in UK and US.

Mussolini’s march on Rome; forms fascist government. Stalin becomes Secretary of the Communist Party Central Committee. Russia becomes USSR. Irish Civil War (to 1923). Egyptian independence. Fall of Lloyd George’s Coalition government in Britain; Bonar Law forms Conservative ministry (Oct); Conservatives are re-elected (Nov).




	DATE
	AUTHOR’S LIFE
	LITERARY CONTEXT



	1923
	Men Like Gods, notorious for satirical portraits of Balfour and Churchill. Socialism and the Scientific Motive. Stands for Parliament again but is defeated. End of his affair with Rebecca West, though the two remain friends.
	First performance in England of Karel Capek’s R.U.R. (1920) in which the concept of a mechanical robot is first introduced. Odle: The Clockwork Man. Shaw: Saint Joan. Huxley: Antic Hay. Odette Keun: My Adventures in Bolshevik Russia.



	1924
	Lenin’s gibe about Wells – ‘What a little bourgeois! What a philistine!’ goes round the world. Begins ten-year relationship with writer Odette Keun, spending long periods with her at Malbosc in the Pays de Grasse. The Story of a Great Schoolmaster, The Dream. A Year of Prophesying: calls for an effective League of Nations; denounces failure of ‘the British Imperial system’. Leads unsuccessful delegation asking new Labour ministry for birth control reforms. Warns against the rise of fascism in Italy.
	Zamyatin: We. Ford: Some Do Not … (first volume of Parade’s End). Forster: A Passage to India. Mann: The Magic Mountain. Russell: Icarus, or the Future of Science. Haldane: Daedalus: or, Science and the Future. Death of Joseph Conrad.



	1925
	Christina Alberta’s Father.
	Woolf: Mrs Dalloway. Forster: A Passage to India. Kafka: The Trial. Gorky: The Artamov Business. Fitzgerald: The Great Gatsby.



	1926
	The World of William Clissold. Catholic apologist Hilaire Belloc, publishes a refutation of the Outline of History.
	Kipling: Debits and Credits. B. Webb: My Apprenticeship. Milne: Winnie-the-Pooh.



	1927
	Replies to Belloc’s attack, launching a controversial academic debate. Moves into Lou Pidou, house built for himself and Odette. Lectures on democracy at the Sorbonne in Paris.
	Woolf: To the Lighthouse. Richardson: Oberland. Dunne: An Experiment with Time. Wodehouse: Meet Mr Mulliner.






HISTORICAL EVENTS

German hyper-inflation. Repeated German defaults on war reparations lead French to occupy Ruhr Valley (to 1925). Turkish Republic founded under Mustafa Kemal. Iraq to be administered by Britain (to 1932). Urban Areas Act precursor of apartheid in South Africa. Baldwin takes over from Bonar Law (May); in December general election his Conservative government, standing on platform of protective tariff to relieve unemployment, loses heavily. Le Corbusier: Towards a New Architecture.

First Labour (minority) government in Britain, with Ramsay MacDonald as prime minister (Jan-Oct); defeated over attempts to introduce an Anglo-Russian trade agreement and consequent ‘Red scares’. Conservative election victory: Baldwin prime minister; Churchill (Conservative again), Chancellor of the Exchequer. Britian recognizes USSR. Death of Lenin. Failure of Hitler’s Munich putsch. Dawes Plan (to 1929) eases reparations crisis. Surrealist manifesto.

Locarno Pact guarantees existing Franco-German frontier. Churchill returns Britain to the pre-war Gold Standard. Miners’ strike: government intervenes, temporarily subsidizing miners’ wages. Scopes ‘Monkey’ Trial in Dayton, Tennessee. Hitler: Mein Kampf (vol. 1). Eisenstein: The Battleship Potemkin. Discovery of ionosphere.

Government accepts report of Samuel Commission recommending reduction of miners’ wages. Miners’ strike (May–Nov). TUC call General Strike of workers in key industries, beginning 4 May; government brings in troops and volunteers; strike is called off on 12 May having achieved nothing. Germany admitted to League of Nations. Television demonstrated by J. L. Baird. First liquid-fuel rocket launched by R. Goddard.

Trades Disputes and Trade Union Act: sympathetic strikes and mass picketing made illegal. Trotsky expelled from the Communist Party. Civil war between Nationalists and Communists in China (to 1950). Lindbergh makes first transatlantic flight from New York to Paris. BBC founded. The Jazz Singer – first ‘talkie’. First Mickey Mouse film. First transatlantic television links opened between London and New York.




	DATE
	AUTHOR’S LIFE
	LITERARY CONTEXT



	1927 cont.
	Jane is diagnosed with cancer; he stays with her at Easton Glebe until her death six months later. Meanwhile, Collected Short Stories, Democracy under Revision. Collected H. G. Wells (Atlantic Edition) completed in USA.
	 



	1928
	Mr Blettsworthy on Rampole Island, Blue Prints for a World Revolution. The Open Conspiracy calls for a new ideology to secure a future without war, condemning alike flag-waving patriotism, racism and Marxism. The Way the World is Going. Edits and introduces The Book of Catherine Wells, containing his wife’s short stories and poems. Meeting with James Joyce in Paris.
	Lawrence: Lady Chatterley’s Lover. Waugh: Decline and Fall. Maugham: Ashenden. Shaw: The Intelligent Woman’s Guide to Socialism and Capitalism.



	1929
	Lectures at the Reichstag in Berlin (The Common Senses of World Peace), where he meets Albert Einstein and once more encounters Moura Budberg. First BBC broadcast. The Adventures of Tommy (for children). Film script of The Man Who Was a King.
	Woolf: A Room of One’s Own. West: Harriet Hume. Shaw: The Apple Cart. Graves: Goodbye to All That. Hemingway: A Farewell to Arms. Russell: Marriage and Morals.



	1930
	Moves back to London, though continues to spend time writing at Lou Pidou. The Autocracy of Mr Parham. Collaborates with Julian Huxley and his son G. P. Wells on The Science of Life. Meets Rabindranath Tagore in Geneva.
	Stapledon: Last and First Men. Manning & Pratt: ‘City of the Living Dead’. Priestley: Angel Pavement. Pritchett: The Spanish Virgin and Other Stories. Freud: Civilization and its Discontents. G. D.H. Cole: The Intelligent Man’s Guide Through World Chaos.



	1931
	Collaborates with Amber Blanco White on The Work, Wealth and Happiness of Mankind. What Are We To Do With Our Lives? Diagnosed as diabetic. Easton Glebe sold.
	Richardson: Dawn’s Left Hand. Maugham: Six Stories in the First Person Singular. Laski: Democracy in Crisis. Death of Arnold Bennett.






HISTORICAL EVENTS

Kellogg-Briand Pact, outlawing war and providing for peaceful settlement of disputes. First Five Year Plan in USSR. Stalin de facto dictator and object of nationwide cult. First Stalinist show trials (to 1933). Suffrage in Britain extended to women over 21. Fleming discovers Penicillin. Magnetic tape introduced by F. Pfleumer.

Wall Street Crash: beginning of worldwide Depression. Second minority Labour government under MacDonald. Forcible collectivization of agriculture in USSR. Trotsky deported from the Soviet Union. Young Plan for German war reparations: Allies to evacuate Rhineland by 1930. Briand proposes a union of European nations.

Gandhi’s disobedience campaign in India. First Round Table Conference between Britain and India. Turbojet engine patented by F. Whittle. Planet Pluto discovered. First football world cup. Trotsky: History of the Russian Revolution.

Trade Unions refuse to accept MacDonald’s budgetary cuts: he splits the Labour Party, forming a National Government to balance budget (to 1935). Britain abandons the Gold Standard.




	DATE
	AUTHOR’S LIFE
	LITERARY CONTEXT



	1932
	The Bulpington of Blup, After Democracy.
	A. Huxley: Brave New World. Waugh: Black Mischief. Greene: Stamboul Train. Kipling: Limits and Renewals. Haldane: The Causes of Evolution. J. Strachey: The Coming Struggle for Power.



	1933
	The Shape of Things to Come. Acrimonious break with Odette Keun. Attends PEN conference in Dubrovnik where as president he insists on freedom of speech and writing in the face of opposition from Italian and German fascists. ‘Honeymoon’ with Moura in Salzburg. She declines marriage with him.
	Maugham: Ah King. Winifred Holtby: Mandoa, Mandoa!. Vera Brittain: Testament of Youth. Coward: Private Lives; Design for Living. Malraux: Man’s Fate. Spender: Poems.



	1934
	In Washington meets President Franklin Roosevelt, whose New Deal he strongly endorses. Meeting with Stalin in Moscow; depressed by the ‘dogmatism’ of the Soviet regime, wounded by Gorky’s acceptance of it. Stays with Moura at her home in Estonia. Experiment in Autobiography. Spends Christmas with Somerset Maugham in the south of France; meets and begins affair with Constance Coolidge.
	Priestley: English Journey. Orwell: Burmese Days. Storm Jameson: The Mirror in Darkness. Odette Keun: I Discover the English.



	1935
	Invited to Washington by Colliers Weekly to write about the New Deal. Meets Roosevelt again. Friendship with journalist Martha Gellhorn. The New America: The New World. Works with Alexander Korda on film version of The Shape of Things to Come. Moves to Hanover Terrace, Regent’s Park, where Moura is a constant visitor. Their open relationship continues for the rest of his life. The Time Machine and The Wheels of Chance first included in Everyman’s Library.
	S. & B. Webb: Soviet Communism: a New Civilization? Auden & Isherwood: The Dog Beneath the Skin. Richardson: Clear Horizon. Odets: Waiting for Lefty.






HISTORICAL EVENTS

UK unemployment peaks at over 2,900,000, around 23% of the workforce. Clashes between Hunger Marchers and police in London. Oswald Mosley founds British Union of Fascists. Nazis largest party in German Reichstag. Lausanne conference: German war reparations suspended indefinitely by allies and repudiated by Hitler in 1933. Geneva conference on disarmament (to 1934). Famine in Ukraine (to 1934); Soviet grain continues to be dumped on world markets. Indian National Congress declared illegal: Gandhi arrested. Cockcroft and Walton split the atom. Chadwick discovers the neutron. Hitler becomes German Chancellor and is granted dictatorial powers. First concentration camps in Germany. Germany and Japan leave League of Nations. Dollfuss right-wing dictator in Austria. Second Five-Year Plan in USSR. Franklin Roosevelt elected US president: announces ‘New Deal’ for economic recovery. Classic Universal Horror film based on Wells’s The Invisible Man, starring Claude Rains and Gloria Stuart.

Death of President Hindenburg; German plebiscite approves Hitler taking sole executive power as Führer. Night of the Long Knives: Hitler purges his opponents. Churchill begins to warn against German rearmament. Baldwin’s ‘Peace Ballot’ (to 1935). Dollfuss assassinated by Nazis. National Council for Civil Liberties founded by Ronald Kidd with support from Wells, Laski, Attlee, Vera Brittain and others. Comintern calls for formation of ‘Popular Front’ (left-wing alliances) against fascism. Stalin places national security under control of NKVD. Murder of Kirov (Dec) gives Stalin pretext for launching his ‘Great Terror’ in which millions die.

Nuremberg Laws in Germany debar Jews from public life. Germany now openly rearming. Britain, France and Italy confer at Stresa to establish a common front against Germany. MacDonald retires and is replaced by Baldwin. Government of India Act allows limited self-government. Second waive of ‘New Deal’ legislation in US.




	DATE
	AUTHOR’S LIFE
	LITERARY CONTEXT



	1936
	Awarded Hon. D. Litt. by London University. The Anatomy of Frustration, The Croquet Player, The Man Who Could Work Miracles (film script), The Idea of a World Encyclopaedia.
	West: The Thinking Reed. Holtby: South Riding. Orwell: Keep the Aspidistra Flying. Martha Gellhorn: The Trouble I’ve Seen. Wyndham: Planet Plane. Maurois: Poets and Prophets. Auden: Look Stranger! Ayer: Language, Truth and Logic. Joad: Guide to Modern Thought.



	1937
	Brynhild, Star Begotten (dedicated to Winston Churchill. Their common abhorrence of appeasement of Nazi Germany has given them some common ground.) The Camford Visitation.
	Tolkien: The Hobbit. Stapledon: Star Maker. Orwell: The Road to Wigan Pier. Priestley: Time and the Conways. Katharine Burdekin: Swastika Night.



	1938
	Apropos of Dolores (over which Odette Keun threatens a law suit), World Brain, The Brothers. Articles in support of the Republicans in Spanish press. Orson Welles’ radio adaptation of The War of the Worlds causes panic in the US where thousands believe the Martians have really landed.
	Richardson: Pilgrimage (collected edition). C. S. Lewis: Out of the Silent Planet. Pritchett: You Make Your Own Life. Dos Passos: U.S.A. J. W. Campbell: ‘Who Goes There?’



	1939
	The Fate of Homo Sapiens, his last major treatise. The Holy Terror examines the psychological development of a modern dictator. Travels of a Republican in Search of Hot Water, the record of a tour of Australia and the Far East. In Sweden when war breaks out to deliver PEN lecture The Honour and Dignity of the Free Mind. Launches campaign for a human rights declaration.
	Joyce: Finnegans Wake. Orwell: Coming Up for Air. Isherwood: Goodbye to Berlin. MacNeice: Autumn Journal. Spender (ed.): Poems for Spain. Steinbeck: The Grapes of Wrath. Lovecraft: The Outsider and Others. Heinlein: ‘Lifeline’ (his first published science fiction story).



	1940
	The New World Order, All Aboard for Ararat. Babes in the Darkling Wood, a picture of Britain at the end of the phoney-war. Final version of human rights (‘Sankey’) declaration published in The Daily Herald and
	Priestley: Britain Speaks. Greene: The Power and the Glory. Hemingway: For Whom the Bell Tolls. Koestler: Darkness at Noon.






HISTORICAL EVENTS

Popular Front win election in Spain, prompting fascist military coup and Spanish Civil War (to 1939). Popular Front win French election; Léon Blum becomes first socialist prime minister. France and Britain call for nonintervention in Spain. Hitler marches into demilitarized Rhineland. Rome–Berlin Axis signed. Second series of show trials in Moscow (to 1938). Death of George V and accession of Edward VIII; abdication crisis; George VI becomes king. Jarrow March. Trotsky: The Revolution Betrayed. BBC begins television broadcasts. Left Book Club founded.

German air attack on Basque city of Guernica. Japanese invade China. Baldwin retires; Neville Chamberlain heads National government. Riots in Sudetenland; Lord Halifax visits Hitler to attempt a peaceful solution, marking beginning of policy of appeasement. Eire becomes a sovereign state.

Germany annexes Austria (March). Munich Conference (Sept): Britain, France and Italy agree on the transfer of Sudetenland from Czechoslovakia to Germany; Chamberlain announces ‘Peace for our time’. Kristallnacht pogrom in Germany (Nov) marks the beginning of the Holocaust. Disintegration of Blum’s Front Populaire in France. Trotsky’s dissident Fourth International. Nuclear fission discovered. Nylon patented in US. Mallard sets speed record for steam locomotives at 125mph, never officially exceeded.

Hitler occupies Czechoslovakia (March). Madrid’s surrender to General Franco ends Spanish Civil War (March). ‘Pact of Steel’ between Italy and Germany (May). Britain and France press USSR to oppose Hitler but Nazi-Soviet pact signed (Aug). Germans invade Poland. Britain and France declare war on Germany (3 Sept). British Expeditionary Force sent to France. ‘Phoney-war’. Soviet invasion of Eastern Poland and Finland.

German armies invade Norway, Denmark, Netherlands, Belgium and France. Churchill replaces Chamberlain as prime minister (May). Dunkirk evacuation. Fall of France (June). Italy declares war on Britain and France. Battle of Britain. The Blitz (Sept–May 1941). USSR annexes Baltic states. Assassination of Trotsky. Food rationing introduced in Britain (to 1954).




	DATE
	AUTHOR’S LIFE
	LITERARY CONTEXT



	1940
	translated into 30 languages. Penguin Specials The Rights of Man or What We are Fighting For and The Common Sense of War and Peace. Applauds transfer of power to Churchill. Remains in London during the Blitz. Speaking tour of USA. Last meeting with Somerset Maugham in New York. Introduced to Orson Welles.
	 



	1941
	You Can’t Be Too Careful, Guide to the New World. Embroiled in a dispute with Orwell after he launches an attack on Wells in the press.
	Orwell: The Lion and the Unicorn: Socialism and the English Genius. West: Black Lamb and Grey Falcon. Russell: Let the People Think. Amber Blanco White: Worry in Women. Asimov: ‘Nightfall’. Death of Virginia Woolf and James Joyce.



	1942
	In Phoenix calls for the end of the nation state and abolition of private property. Science and the World Mind, The Conquest of Time, The Outlook for Homo Sapiens.
	Waugh: Put Out More Flags. Camus: The Outsider. Asimov: ‘Runaround’. J. Huxley: Evolution: The Modern Synthesis.



	1943
	Crux Ansata, an indictment of his old bête noir, the Roman Catholic Church. Ann Veronica published in Everyman’s Library.
	Bradbury: ‘The Wind’, ‘The Crowd’, ‘King of the Gray Spaces’. C. S. Lewis: Perelandra.



	1944
	Many articles in press. Deplores Churchill’s support of the Greek government against communist rebels: ‘Churchill must go!’ ’42 to ’44: A Contemporary Memoir. Awarded D. Sc. by University of London.
	Stapledon: Sirius. Leigh Brackett: ‘Terror out of Space’. Shaw: Everybody’s Political What’s What.



	1945
	Mind at the End of Its Tether, one of his most pessimistic works. The Happy Turning, The Betterave Papers. Nazi Sonderfahndungsliste G.B. found in Berlin: Wells is one of the prominent Britons singled out for arrest in the event of a German victory.
	Orwell: Animal Farm. C. S. Lewis: That Hideous Strength. Waugh: Brideshead Revisited. H. Green: Loving. Asimov: ‘Dead Hand’ (Part One of Foundation and Empire).






HISTORICAL EVENTS

Roosevelt’s Lend-Lease programme to supply Allied countries with war material. Hitler invades USSR (June). Siege of Leningrad (Sept–Jan 1944). Japanese bomb Pearl Harbor: US enters the war. Fall of Hong Kong (Dec). Rowntree: Progress and Poverty; his conclusions help influence the post-war Labour government.

Wannsee Conference co-ordinates Hitler’s ‘Final Solution’ in which six million Jews are killed. Fall of Singapore, Malaya and Burma. Japanese and US navies clash in the battle of the Coral Sea (first naval battle in which opposing ships do not sight each other, but use aircraft only to attack) and battle of Midway. Allies defeat Rommel at El Alamein. Dieppe raid fails. Harris in charge of Bomber Command; heavy area bombardment of German cities begins. Beveridge Report proposes widespread reform of social welfare. Fermi: nuclear chain reaction.

Russian victory at Stalingrad. Germans surrender in North Africa. Fall of Mussolini. Allies invade Italy. Code-breaking machine Colossus conceived by A. Turing.

‘D-Day’ Normandy landings (June). Germans driven from Russia. Burma recaptured. Communist-controlled Greek People’s Liberation Army (ELAS) unsuccessfully attempts to gain control of Athens from British-backed Greek government. V-1 flying bombs (‘doodlebugs’) launched against London. V-2 rocket, forerunner of space rockets, first used by Germans. Butler’s Education Act reforms secondary schools in England and Wales.

Yalta Conference of Churchill, Roosevelt and Stalin (Feb). Roosevelt dies and is succeeded by Truman. Mussolini killed by partisans (April). VE Day: unconditional surrender of Germany (8 May).

Landslide Labour election victory under Clement Attlee. United Nations set up (Oct). US drops atomic bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki. Surrender of Japan (14 August).




	DATE
	AUTHOR’S LIFE
	LITERARY CONTEXT



	1946
	Dies on 13 August at home in Hanover Terrace, aged nearly 80. Cremated at Golders Green Crematorium.
	Priestley: An Inspector Calls. Bradbury’s first Martian Chronicle story, ‘The Million-Year Picnic’.



	1947
	 
	 



	1948
	 
	A. Huxley: Ape and Essence.



	1949
	 
	Orwell: Nineteen Eighty-Four.






HISTORICAL EVENTS

Nuremberg Trials. Churchill’s ‘Iron Curtain’ speech. Programme of nationalization of industry and public utilities begins in Britain. Attlee’s National Insurance Act. Greek plebiscite in favour of restoring monarchy; Italian plebiscite in favour of a republic. UNESCO founded with Julian Huxley as Director-General. ENIAC: first general-purpose computer. Independence of India and Pakistan. Truman Doctrine. Marshall Plan. Launch of the National Health Service. Universal Declaration of Human Rights approved by the UN incorporates much of the Sankey Declaration of 1940 in which Wells had had a hand. Blockade of Berlin (to 1949). State of Israel founded. Apartheid legislation in South Africa. Ceylon and Burma independent.

NATO and COMECON formed. Beginning of Cold War. USSR tests its first nuclear bomb. Communist People’s Republic of China founded.
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1

THE TIME TRAVELLER (for so it will be convenient to speak of him) was expounding a recondite matter to us. His grey eyes shone and twinkled, and his usually pale face was flushed and animated. The fire burned brightly, and the soft radiance of the incandescent lights in the lilies of silver caught the bubbles that flashed and passed in our glasses. Our chairs, being his patents, embraced and caressed us rather than submitted to be sat upon, and there was that luxurious after-dinner atmosphere when thought runs gracefully free of the trammels of precision. And he put it to us in this way – marking the points with a lean forefinger – as we sat and lazily admired his earnestness over this new paradox (as we thought it) and his fecundity.

‘You must follow me carefully. I shall have to controvert one or two ideas that are almost universally accepted. The geometry, for instance, they taught you at school is founded on a misconception.’

‘Is not that rather a large thing to expect us to begin upon?’ said Filby, an argumentative person with red hair.

‘I do not mean to ask you to accept anything without reasonable ground for it. You will soon admit as much as I need from you. You know of course that a mathematical line, a line of thickness nil, has no real existence. They taught you that? Neither has a mathematical plane. These things are mere abstractions.’

‘That is all right,’ said the Psychologist.

‘Nor, having only length, breadth and thickness, can a cube have a real existence.’

‘There I object,’ said Filby. ‘Of course a solid body may exist. All real things—’

‘So most people think. But wait a moment. Can an instantaneous cube exist?’

‘Don’t follow you,’ said Filby.

‘Can a cube that does not last for any time at all, have a real existence?’

Filby became pensive. ‘Clearly,’ the Time Traveller proceeded, ‘any real body must have extension in four directions: it must have Length, Breadth, Thickness and – Duration. But through a natural infirmity of the flesh, which I will explain to you in a moment, we incline to overlook this fact. There are really four dimensions, three which we call the three planes of Space, and a fourth, Time. There is, however, a tendency to draw an unreal distinction between the former three dimensions and the latter, because it happens that our consciousness moves intermittently in one direction along the latter from the beginning to the end of our lives.’

‘That,’ said a very young man, making spasmodic efforts to relight his cigar over the lamp; ‘that … very clear indeed.’

‘Now, it is very remarkable that this is so extensively overlooked,’ continued the Time Traveller, with a slight accession of cheerfulness. ‘Really this is what is meant by the Fourth Dimension, though some people who talk about the Fourth Dimension do not know they mean it. It is only another way of looking at Time. There is no difference between Time and any of the three dimensions of Space except that our consciousness moves along it. But some foolish people have got hold of the wrong side of that idea. You have all heard what they have to say about this Fourth Dimension?’

‘I have not,’ said the Provincial Mayor.

‘It is simply this. That Space, as our mathematicians have it, is spoken of as having three dimensions, which one may call Length, Breadth and Thickness, and is always definable by reference to three planes, each at right angles to the others. But some philosophical people have been asking why three dimensions particularly – why not another direction at right angles to the other three? – and have even tried to construct a Four-Dimensional geometry. Professor Simon Newcomb was expounding this to the New York Mathematical Society only a month or so ago. You know how on a flat surface, which has only two dimensions, we can represent a figure of a three-dimensional solid, and similarly they think that by models of three dimensions they could represent one of four – if they could master the perspective of the thing. See?’

‘I think so,’ murmured the Provincial Mayor; and, knitting his brows, he lapsed into an introspective state, his lips moving as one who repeats mystic words. ‘Yes, I think I see it now,’ he said after some time, brightening in a quite transitory manner.

‘Well, I do not mind telling you I have been at work upon this geometry of Four Dimensions for some time. Some of my results are curious. For instance, here is a portrait of a man at eight years old, another at fifteen, another at seventeen, another at twenty-three and so on. All these are evidently sections, as it were, Three-Dimensional representations of his Four-Dimensioned being, which is a fixed and unalterable thing.

‘Scientific people,’ proceeded the Time Traveller, after the pause required for the proper assimilation of this, ‘know very well that Time is only a kind of Space. Here is a popular scientific diagram, a weather record. This line I trace with my finger shows the movement of the barometer. Yesterday it was so high, yesterday night it fell, then this morning it rose again, and so gently upward to here. Surely the mercury did not trace this line in any of the dimensions of Space generally recognized? But certainly it traced such a line, and that line, therefore, we must conclude was along the Time-Dimension.’

‘But,’ said the Medical Man, staring hard at a coal in the fire, ‘if Time is really only a fourth dimension of Space, why is it, and why has it always been, regarded as something different? And why cannot we move about in Time as we move about in the other dimensions of Space?’

The Time Traveller smiled. ‘Are you so sure we can move freely in Space? Right and left we can go, backward and forward freely enough, and men always have done so. I admit we move freely in two dimensions. But how about up and down? Gravitation limits us there.’

‘Not exactly,’ said the Medical Man. ‘There are balloons.’

‘But before the balloons, save for spasmodic jumping and the inequalities of the surface, man had no freedom of vertical movement.’

‘Still they could move a little up and down,’ said the Medical Man.

‘Easier, far easier down than up.’

‘And you cannot move at all in Time, you cannot get away from the present moment.’

‘My dear sir, that is just where you are wrong. That is just where the whole world has gone wrong. We are always getting away from the present moment. Our mental existences, which are immaterial and have no dimensions, are passing along the Time-Dimension with a uniform velocity from the cradle to the grave. Just as we should travel down if we began our existence fifty miles above the earth’s surface.’

‘But the great difficulty is this,’ interrupted the Psychologist. ‘You can move about in all directions of Space, but you cannot move about in Time.’

‘That is the germ of my great discovery. But you are wrong to say that we cannot move about in Time. For instance, if I am recalling an incident very vividly I go back to the instant of its occurrence: I become absent-minded, as you say. I jump back for a moment. Of course we have no means of staying back for any length of time, any more than a savage or an animal has of staying six feet above the ground. But a civilized man is better off than the savage in this respect. He can go up against gravitation in a balloon, and why should he not hope that ultimately he may be able to stop or accelerate his drift along the Time-Dimension, or even turn about and travel the other way?’

‘Oh, this,’ began Filby, ‘is all—’

‘Why not?’ said the Time Traveller.

‘It’s against reason,’ said Filby.

‘What reason?’ said the Time Traveller.

‘You can show black is white by argument,’ said Filby, ‘but you will never convince me.’

‘Possibly not,’ said the Time Traveller. ‘But now you begin to see the object of my investigations into the geometry of Four Dimensions. Long ago I had a vague inkling of a machine—’

‘To travel through Time!’ exclaimed the Very Young Man.

‘That shall travel indifferently in any direction of Space and Time, as the driver determines.’

Filby contented himself with laughter.

‘But I have experimental verification,’ said the Time Traveller.

‘It would be remarkably convenient for the historian,’ the Psychologist suggested. ‘One might travel back and verify the accepted account of the Battle of Hastings, for instance!’

‘Don’t you think you would attract attention?’ said the Medical Man. ‘Our ancestors had no great tolerance for anachronisms.’

‘One might get one’s Greek from the very lips of Homer and Plato,’ the Very Young Man thought.

‘In which case they would certainly plough you for the Little-go. The German scholars have improved Greek so much.’

‘Then there is the future,’ said the Very Young Man. ‘Just think! One might invest all one’s money, leave it to accumulate at interest, and hurry on ahead!’

‘To discover a society,’ said I, ‘erected on a strictly communistic basis.’

‘Of all the wild extravagant theories!’ began the Psychologist.

‘Yes, so it seemed to me, and so I never talked of it until—’

‘Experimental verification!’ cried I. ‘You are going to verify that?’

‘The experiment!’ cried Filby, who was getting brain-weary.

‘Let’s see your experiment anyhow,’ said the Psychologist, ‘though it’s all humbug, you know.’

The Time Traveller smiled round at us. Then, still smiling faintly, and with his hands deep in his trousers pockets, he walked slowly out of the room, and we heard his slippers shuffling down the long passage to his laboratory.

The Psychologist looked at us. ‘I wonder what he’s got?’

‘Some sleight-of-hand trick or other,’ said the Medical Man, and Filby tried to tell us about a conjurer he had seen at Burslem; but before he had finished his preface the Time Traveller came back, and Filby’s anecdote collapsed.

The thing the Time Traveller held in his hand was a glittering metallic framework, scarcely larger than a small clock, and very delicately made. There was ivory in it, and some transparent crystalline substance. And now I must be explicit, for this that follows – unless his explanation is to be accepted – is an absolutely unaccountable thing. He took one of the small octagonal tables that were scattered about the room, and set it in front of the fire, with two legs on the hearth rug. On this table he placed the mechanism. Then he drew up a chair, and sat down. The only other object on the table was a small shaded lamp, the bright light of which fell full upon the model. There were also perhaps a dozen candles about, two in brass candlesticks upon the mantel and several in sconces, so that the room was brilliantly illuminated. I sat in a low armchair nearest the fire, and I drew this forward so as to be almost between the Time Traveller and the fireplace. Filby sat behind him, looking over his shoulder. The Medical Man and the Provincial Mayor watched him in profile from the right, the Psychologist from the left. The Very Young Man stood behind the Psychologist. We were all on the alert. It appears incredible to me that any kind of trick, however subtly conceived and however adroitly done, could have been played upon us under these conditions.

The Time Traveller looked at us, and then at the mechanism. ‘Well?’ said the Psychologist.

‘This little affair,’ said the Time Traveller, resting his elbows upon the table and pressing his hands together above the apparatus, ‘is only a model. It is my plan for a machine to travel through time. You will notice that it looks singularly askew, and that there is an odd
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