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In a tall ornate New York City apartment building, there lives an old retired Pirate.
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One morning, while walking in Central Park, the Old Pirate started remembering his life as the swashbuckling captain of the notorious pirate ship The Laughing Dog.
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That afternoon, at the Old Pirates’ Club, he told his friends about it.
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And that evening, with his tools scattered about, he sat at his kitchen table and began to build.

“What are you up to?” asked his little green parrot.

“You’ll see, matey” was the Old Pirate’s mysterious reply.
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Day after day he measured and fitted. Slowly a little wooden vessel began to take shape in the apartment, high above Central Park.



[image:  ]

 

Finally one morning, the boat was completed.

He picked up his new ship and hurried into the Park.
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Soon the Old Pirate arrived at the Central Park Sailboat Pond, where a splendid fleet of model boats tacked to and fro.

Children’s laughter filled the air as schooners, yachts, and frigates of every color, shape, and size gracefully skimmed the peaceful blue waters of the lagoon.
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The Old Pirate launched his vessel and inspected her. She was a perfect replica of his old ship, The Laughing Dog.

“Shiver me timbers,” he cried, “it’s good to be on the water again.”
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Just then a retired Queen, all decked out in jewels, showed up at the pond.
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The Queen had her Butler, Jeeves, launch her ship, the S.S. Uppity Duchess, which commenced with utter
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[image: Letter reading 'Mr. Pirate, I am late for my afternoon nap. Therefore I request a truce and will herefore and forevermore agree to share the seas. Her Royal Highness, THE QUEEN']
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