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POSTSCRIPT
 Bivouac of the Dead

PHILANDER, ASA, AND OLIVER REQUIRED ONGOING MEDICAL TREATMENT for injuries incurred during the war, and each of them sought comfort from the memories borne on bygone battlefields. A partial resolution to their shared physical dilemmas would take place with the creation of a military pension system committed to alleviating some of the pain and discomfort associated with their wartime injuries. Then the creation of a veterans’ organization would provide camaraderie, an important foundation for improved mental health and socialization. The association coincided with the birth of regimental reunions and the construction of granite memorials, which validated their sacrifices of 1861–1865. This process of revitalization would be bittersweet; one Ellithorpe boy would become ensnared in a national case of pension fraud and another all but forgotten to history. In the end, the war cast a long shadow, but it did not consume every aspect of their lives.

* * * * * * *

The following postwar vignettes of Ellithorpe family members appears below in order of date of death, except for the final entry.


LYMAN ELLITHORPE

In the immediate postwar years, Ellithorpe family dynamics continued to revolve around the strange behavior of Lyman. Asa’s undisguised animosity toward his father-in-law had only deepened after the war, and one event in particular illustrated their rancorous relationship. On July 17, 1867, Lyman filed for a federal pension based on the military record of his deceased son, Phillip, and supported by language contained in Section 12 of the Pension Act of 1862. Two depositions described Lyman’s condition as having been gravely ill for the past year, unable to secure a job, leaving him destitute. His only personal property was the clothes on his back, and he frequently shuttled back and forth between relatives in Buffalo, Pike, and Rushford. A pension examiner made two requests for additional documentation to build a case for Lyman, having been dependent on his son for his livelihood in the prewar years. At this point, Lyman asked Asa for a character reference.

On March 4, 1871, Asa drafted a scathing rebuke to the Pension Office. “I feel it my duty to inform the department of the facts in this case,” Asa began. “I have been acquainted with the family of Ellithorpe and their circumstances for sixteen years, and [I] know that before the beginning of the late rebellion… Lyman Ellithorpe was not dependent upon his Son.” Rather, “Lyman Ellithorpe was a Strong, healthy man.” Asa mentioned that Lyman currently had two healthy sons living in Buffalo (Danforth and Philander), and they should assume “as much duty and obligation to Support and maintain… their father.” In sum, Asa would not support Lyman’s application “in good conscience,” and “it is useless to pursue the matter any further.”1

Lyman never did receive the benefit he sought, and Asa exacted his revenge for past misdeeds inflicted by the father on his children. It is not altogether clear that other members of the family fully shared Asa’s harsh tone.

On March 6, 1873, Lyman passed away in Rushford. On hearing the news while visiting Mary in southern Minnesota, Permelia experienced a long bout of “the blues.” And Mary poignantly wrote to Ann asking, “Did Father mention any of us before he died[?]”2




DANFORTH SANFORD ELLITHORP

In 1861, Danforth, the enigmatic half brother of the other four Ellithorpe siblings, lived in Ontario with his Canadian-born wife and three children: Helen (b. 1861), Phillip (b. 1862), and Sadie (b. 1862). When the Civil War ended, the Ellithorps returned to Buffalo, where Danforth found steady work over the next fifteen years loading vessels as a “weighman” and “watchman” for grain elevator companies on the Buffalo River.3

In 1874, the family was lured briefly to the Black Hills of Dakota Territory, where their fourth child, Ida, was born. They returned to Buffalo almost empty-handed but yearned to return to South Dakota Territory.4

In the early 1880s, an influx of homesteaders had begun settling in the James River valley of South Dakota Territory. These hardy pioneers lived in houses constructed from sod, farmed at the subsistence level, and battled severe droughts, floods, and blizzards. In those days, wheat was king in the Valley of the Jim, but commercial production would be hampered until the development of mechanical farm implements helped to tame the wild prairie.5

In 1881, the Danforth Ellithorp family disappeared from the Buffalo city directory and reappeared in Belmont Township, Spink County, South Dakota Territory, amid a rush of land-hungry farmers. On December 15, 1888, Danforth applied to the U.S. Department of the Interior for a homestead patent for the quarter section of land he occupied. As misfortune would have it, the deadliest blizzard in Great Plains history struck only one month later.6

The Ellithorps’ relocation to Belmont township was actually a solid fit. It combined Danforth’s earlier experiences as a farmer while living with Uncle Carlos and his later connection with grain elevators in Buffalo. Danforth lived on his spread until his death on April 7, 1904, at the age of seventy. He is buried in Altoona Cemetery, Hitchcock, South Dakota. A quick afterthought: There is no surviving correspondence between Danforth and the Ellithorpe–Moore–Burleson families before or after the war despite the fact that they lived only 350 miles apart.




CARLOS LEONARD STEBBINS

When Carlos Leonard Stebbins married Eleanor Griggs in 1845, they became uncle and aunt to the Ellithorpe siblings. In the 1850s, the Stebbinses graciously opened their Pike farmhouse to Danforth, Philander, Mary, and two other nephews.

By the end of the war, Carlos had amassed a significant résumé in several fields. An artist who never signed his portraits, the public deemed his works “of exceptional excellence,” and his canvases sold in faraway places, such as New York City, Buffalo, and Rochester. Carlos stayed connected with Pike Seminary after its construction, where he instructed art and served as a trustee for many years. He also enjoyed ironwork and silversmithing as an artistic medium. His mechanical inventiveness extended to repairing violins, the workings of the sewing machine, and his slight modification to the operation of the steam engine. The Rushford (New York) Museum displayed his personal sewing machine for years.
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Carlos was a businessman, surveyor, and civic leader in the Pike community, too. In the 1870s, he was the junior member of Blodget and Steb-bins Bankers and later presided over the State Bank of Pike. For a time, he worked as treasurer of the Tonawanda, Wiscoy, & Genesee Valley Canal and Railroad, a venture that was never completed. In politics, he voted the Democratic ticket.

A longtime member of the Masons and the Odd Fellows, Carlos held high offices in each group. In 1876, he keynoted the Pike community centennial celebration for the Declaration of Independence. By every measure, Carlos led a busy and productive life.

On January 23, 1914, “death removed the oldest and most highly respected citizen in the vicinity,” said the Fillmore (NY) Observer. The Pike Baptist Church hosted the funeral for the distinguished nonagenarian, where eulogists described him as “serene, cheerful, honest, honorable, sincere, earnest, humble and unassuming.” Carlos Leonard Stebbins, “the gentleman of superior mental endowments” and uncle to the Ellithorpe children, is buried in Pike Cemetery, Pike, New York, along with his wife.7




MARY ELLITHORPE MOORE

Mary Ellithorpe Moore appears to have led a happy and contented life centered on domesticity. While little is known of her activities outside of the home, she did belong to the Spring Valley Woman’s Relief Corps #38. Beginning in 1908, local newspaper accounts reported on Mary’s declining health. Then, on April 26, 1914, Mary Ellithorpe Moore answered the call “to cross over the river” at the age of seventy-seven. Her passing made front-page news in Spring Valley, and it left a hole in Oliver’s life.8




PHILANDER D. ELLITHORPE

When Philander “came marching home,” he was greeted by no formulaic celebrations—no parade, speeches, banquet, or local mustering-out ceremonies. He had left Philadelphia’s Chester Hospital almost four months after Lee’s surrender, during a period when most soldiers simply wanted to go home and reintegrate into peacetime society, but the bureaucratic process of demobilizing a million men was slow and cumbersome. The system of release appeared to overlook thousands of men convalescing and working in hospitals.9

On December 15, 1865, Philander married Christena O. Walker of Elmira. Born in Edinburgh, Scotland, Christena had become acquainted with Philander during his training camp days in Elmira, and he had kept in periodic contact with the Walker family throughout the war. A short time later, the young couple moved to Friendship, New York, where Robert Hall Ellithorpe was born (January 1868). However, the rural agricultural community held little prospect of employment for an empty-sleeved veteran such as Philander, so his family relocated in 1869 to Buffalo, where half brother Danforth resided. Philander would make the city on Lake Erie his home for the next forty-two years. There, his family grew with the births of George (b. December 1872), Eva Pearl (b. August 1876), and John (b. May 1879).10


The Early Pension System

During the war, the Lincoln administration and Congress had realized that something needed to be done for the thousands of wounded and maimed Union soldiers who would find it difficult, if not impossible, to return to prewar jobs requiring manual labor. Thus, the Pension Act of July 17, 1862, was born. The new legislation stipulated that any soldier who proved a physical disability or illness caused by a wartime event was entitled to an $8 monthly benefit. The system was based on a subjective fraction applied by a designated physician to weigh the severity of an injury or illness as it reduced the individual’s ability to perform manual labor.11

At the end of the war, Philander, Asa, and Oliver represented three basic groups of disabled veterans: some with a total disability because of amputation (Philander), others suffering from an affliction deemed temporary (Asa), and still others showing no outward signs of illness or physical injury (Oliver). This range of conditions caused pension examiners and physicians difficulty to properly ascribe an equitable amount of compensation. Were the veterans’ disabilities caused during wartime or peacetime, were they permanent or temporary, and were they incurable or treatable? Philander received the maximum grade of “total disability” from the Protective War Claim Agency of the U.S. Sanitary Commission on the day he was discharged.12

As an amputee, Philander was soon eligible for an artificial arm. In 1873, he had been fitted for one, but the appliance did not fit properly. The wartime surgeon who performed his amputation had removed too much of his upper arm to properly secure the prosthesis. Thus, it chafed the “irregular ganglia of the brachial nerves” and inflamed the sensitive tissue around the stump. One physician described Philander’s as “an unsuccessful operation,” and a second doctor who closely examined the tender and puffy cushions around his stump called his operation a completely botched job, which confirmed the amateur appraisal of Ann in 1864. Many veterans, including Philander, simply refused to accept the government’s offer to procure and wear such a device.13




Philander and the Grand Army of the Republic

Many of the incremental pension revisions accorded to veterans were eventually overseen by an organization founded in 1866 known as the Grand Army of the Republic (GAR). The GAR hashed out a constitution, devised a ritualistic induction ceremony, and claimed to be apolitical. Its stated goals were to stress camaraderie, inspire veterans to assist each other through charitable short-term assistance, and recommend preferential treatment for veterans in the hiring process, but membership lagged for almost fifteen years.14

On April 1, 1870, Bidwell Post No. 9 was chartered in Buffalo, and twelve months later, a second association, J. W. Wilkeson Post No. 87, formed. Both posts followed the shortcomings of the national GAR, falling into relative inactivity for the remainder of the decade. Individual membership records are no longer extant, so it is impossible to trace whether Philander was involved in either of these brotherhoods.

Then, beginning in April 1880, a throng of former comrades in arms joined in the resurgence of the Buffalo GAR with the merger of the Bidwell and Wilkeson posts. Bidwell-Wilkeson Post No. 9 soon expanded into the largest GAR post in the state outside of New York City with 350 members. They held weekly meetings and attracted “some of the most prominent… commercial, manufacturing and professional men,” asserted one newspaper later. Philander proudly served as the color-bearer of the combined posts, a visible role in the opening and closing of meetings.15




Philander and the Veterans of the 27th New York

Philander had forged deep personal relationships with comrades in his local GAR post, but he also started to reach out for other opportunities to enter fellowship and camaraderie with former comrades in arms at regimental reunions. Indeed, the formation of regimental associations and holding annual reunions had actually first appeared in the North in the mid-1870s. On May 2, 1876, the veterans of the 27th New York organized a “survivor’s association” in Binghamton, the hometown of Joseph J. Bartlett. Henry Slocum, the first commander of the “Union Regiment,” was elected honorary president, but the organization fell into inactivity. Then, six years later, on the twenty-first anniversary of the battle of Bull Run, Slocum hosted a banquet in Brooklyn for the purpose of revitalizing the veterans, writing a set of bylaws, electing officers, and promoting an annual reunion.16

The annual reunions of the former 27th New York attracted an assortment of former officers. Company I produced such notable figures as C. C. Gardner and Joseph Bodine. Regimental historians Charles B. Fairchild and William Westervelt were routinely present. These “love feasts” normally attracted more than fifty ex-servicemen. The social highlight was “the camp fire with plenty of claret, cigars, and chat.” In 1887, Philander joined the association at a time when membership spiked and reunions of the 27th New York turned into two-day affairs.17

In 1894, Philander received a great honor at the reunion held at Cascade House in Portage Falls, where he was selected to fill in for the president, who was absent. Then, in an unexpected move, the assemblage awarded him the office of first vice president for 1895. On the second day, the revelers took an afternoon trip to Glen Iris, the beautiful country estate of William Pryor Letchworth. One unique session was slated in which only the common foot soldiers were invited to share their Civil War stories free of interruption from former officers.18

In 1897, Philander experienced another honor when Buffalo hosted the national GAR encampment with President William McKinley, a veteran himself, delivering the keynote address. A large contingent of veterans representing the 2nd Mounted Rifles chartered a steamer for a water excursion on the Niagara River. But Philander was not listed as one of the attendees. Instead, he opened his home on West Ferry Street to host eighteen former comrades from Company I, 27th New York.19 Philander had made his choice regarding which former regiment held his allegiance.




The Buffalo Job Market and Family Matters

From 1870 to 1889, Philander was fortunate to secure three plum appointments to civil service positions in Buffalo. His employment résumé included stints as a letter collector with the City Post Office (1869–1873), deputy sheriff (1873–1876), and crier for the Superior Court of Buffalo (1878–1889). Securing the first position might have been aided by Philander’s former colonel of the 2nd Mounted Rifles, Fisk, who had once been postmaster of Niagara Falls. The latter position of court crier was a lucrative post, paying $1,000 annually.20

Tragedy struck Philander’s household in 1883 when Christena contracted tuberculosis. In October, the clan rushed to Colorado Springs, Colorado, hoping that the therapeutic mineral springs and climate would improve her health. Instead, she deteriorated and passed away on December 3. Philander shipped his wife’s remains to Elmira for burial in the Walker family plot. Now Philander was alone with four children ranging in age from four to fifteen.21

On July 12, 1884, in a quick turnaround, Philander married a Welsh immigrant, Mattie Hannah James, of Centerville, New York. Philander brought his new bride from the wedding site in Pike to Buffalo, where two daughters were added to his family: Eleanor Francis (b. March 1891) and Mary Franc (b. April 1896). This completed Philander’s immediate family.22




Philander and the Limitations of Patronage

In August 1889, two Democrats won seats on the Buffalo Superior Court bench, which spelled disaster for Philander, a Republican Party precinct captain and polling station inspector. When the new administration was installed, Philander found himself outed. He filed for reinstatement, and an embarrassing moment took place in October when both the duly appointed crier and Philander reported for work.23

Philander sought out allies in Buffalo’s Bidwell-Wilkeson Post No. 9 who encouraged him to file a lawsuit against the City of Buffalo for violating the statutes of the Consolidation Act of 1873 and the “Veterans’ Rights Act” of 1890. His lawyers argued in front of the New York State Supreme Court, and the matter dragged out for a couple of years before Philander lost his bid for restoration.24




Economic Hardship

Without steady income, Philander’s family would struggle to remain solvent in the turbulent economic decade of the 1890s. His application for a constable’s position with the City of Buffalo, a job he had once held, was rejected. The Panic of 1893 also played havoc with the family’s purse strings. Philander showed no income until 1895. Two of Philander’s children were teenagers, and two others were less than ten years old, and during these dark days, he relied increasingly on his meager government pension and the earnings of his grown children. Philander even resorted to subleasing rooms to boarders.25

Creditors were nipping at Philander’s heels, too. He delayed foreclosure on the West Ferry Street home he had owned since 1883 by taking out a second mortgage, but the family was forcibly evicted in 1898 when he defaulted on that loan and declared bankruptcy. Consequently, the Ellithorpes moved into a less expensive rental house on Normal Avenue. The next ten years were highlighted by financial hardship, and he found intermittent work at odd jobs in real estate (1895–1896) and as a baker (1898–1899), a laborer (1901–1904), and a watchman (1905–1908). The Ellithorpes of Buffalo were living on a shoestring.26




To California

Beginning in 1898, the Ellithorpe family underwent a seismic geographic shift. First, Philander’s son, George, enlisted in the U.S. Army in Elmira in May 1898 in response to the outbreak of war with Spain. Then, in October 1902, Philander’s oldest son, Robert, moved to Fresno, California, where he became the city plumbing inspector for the next thirty years. George and his family followed Robert in January 1904, finding employment as a plumber with the Southern Pacific Railroad.27

In 1911, Philander, Mattie, and daughter Pearl relocated to Fresno to be closer to Robert and George. Philander believed the change in climate would offer his wife some relief from an undisclosed ailment. As it turned out, Philander’s health was in jeopardy when, on February 6, 1915, he passed away at the age of seventy-five from a sudden heart attack. His funeral was held at the Congregational Church of Fresno in accordance with the GAR’s Ritual of the Grand Army of the Republic. He is buried in Calvary Cemetery, Fresno, California.28
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In a postmortem twist to Philander’s Civil War record, Mattie filed for a widow’s pension on the basis of the revised pension law of 1908. Her claim was initially denied because the clerk in charge determined that Philander had died from nonmilitary causes, though that was no obstacle under current statute. Then Mattie’s case turned bizarre when the Pension Bureau asserted that Philander had been receiving benefits under the name “Ellithorp” and not “Ellithorpe.” The bureaucrat rejected the validity of Mattie’s application because of this spelling discrepancy, an error originally made on his discharge certificate in 1865. It took more than four months to straighten out the affair, but Mattie was eventually awarded a $12 monthly widow’s pension. She did not have long to spend the stipend, however. Mattie died in Buffalo in June 1918, and she is buried in Centerville Cemetery, Centerville, New York.29






ANN ELLITHORPE BURLESON

In the winter of 1872–1873, Permelia had taken an extended visit to Mary and Oliver in southern Minnesota. In a letter to Ann and Asa, the youngest Ellithorpe proposed that they, too, should journey to see the Moores in Spring Valley. Ann had been sick that winter, and a change in scenery might appeal to her, Melia reasoned.30

The Moores lent their support to Permelia’s tender in a follow-up missive. To Asa, Oliver assured him that Mary would welcome such a visit. Furthermore, the Spring Valley school board was searching for a teacher to begin in the fall term, and Oliver offered to sell the Burlesons a vacant lot he owned across the street should they decide to stay. Since Asa had just passed the New York bar, he might welcome beginning his new career as an attorney in Minnesota. These were practical considerations.31

Mary supplied additional emotional reasons to Ann. She pointed out that Permelia was assisting her greatly with the care of little “Burtie,” who was beginning to talk and walk. It would be good for Ann’s spirits and for twelve-year-old Cora to hold the baby and assist in raising him. The clincher: “he looks so much like Phillip.”32

The final constraint was lifted from the Burlesons on March 6, 1873, with the death of Lyman. Now freed from Rushford, there was nothing to hold back Ann and Asa, so claimed the Moores. The rationale worked. On July 17, Asa and Ann shuttered the house on Lewellan Street and departed for southern Minnesota. They left in such a hurry that Lyman’s grave in Rushford Cemetery was not even marked with a headstone.33


To Southern Minnesota

Asa and Ann appeared in southern Minnesota just in time to experience the first of five consecutive summer grasshopper infestations in the Great Plains. One young resident of Spring Valley, Laura Ingalls, later described the natural phenomenon as “a glittering cloud.” Undeterred by the horde of destructive insects, the transplanted New Yorkers were determined to make Spring Valley their new home.34

Asa rented office space in the Spring Valley Opera House but eventually hung out his law shingle on Jefferson Street. Ann opened a dress shop to capitalize on her skills with needle and thread. In March 1874, Asa and Ann were formally welcomed to the community in a newspaper article appearing in the Spring Valley Western Progress.35




Activities Outside the Home

Ann discovered a variety of interests to satisfy her keen intellectual curiosity. For example, in 1882, she served her community as president of the Spring Valley Board of Education, which corresponded with Cora’s successful employment as a teacher.

Then, in July 1883, a national auxiliary to the GAR was chartered, the Woman’s Relief Corps (WRC). At first, the WRC sought to perpetuate the patriotic goals set forth by the men’s association and conduct charitable activities for the care of indigent ex-soldiers, widows, and orphans. In a few short years, however, they were undertaking the promotion and implementation of Decoration (Memorial) Day exercises, a solemn commemoration of the Federal war dead, the distribution of American flags to schoolchildren, and the promotion of local school boards to adopt “blue-penciled” history books, adopt the flag salute, institute Flag Day, and sing “The Star Spangled Banner” in schools. On November 11, 1887, Burdick Post No. 3 welcomed Woman’s Relief Corps No. 38 of Spring Valley. Among the active members were Mary Moore, Ann Burleson, and Permelia Ellithorpe. In the early 1890s, chaplain Ann and treasurer Permelia would play conspicuous roles in the successful drive to erect a “soldier’s monument” in the Spring Valley Cemetery.36

On January 14, 1916, Ann Ellithorpe Burleson, the central recipient of the Ellithorpe Civil War letters as well as their keeper and compiler, died at the age of eighty. She is buried in Spring Valley Cemetery, Spring Valley, Minnesota, beneath a granite headstone inscription that reads, “Army Nurse.”37






ASA R. BURLESON

Unlike Philander, Asa’s case required more frequent interactions with the Pension Bureau, as his medical ailment was not visible to the naked eye and was open to interpretation based on whether his condition was temporary. In August 1864, Asa’s medical discharge reconfirmed his condition: orchitis with “a left inguinal Hernia and varicocele with tenderness and inflammation of the left Testicle.” Exactly one year later, he traveled to Warsaw, New York, to take the mandatory physical examination in order to qualify for an “invalid pension.” The examiner added to the earlier findings: “a protrusion of the intestine into the Scrotal [and] a good sized rupture.” The doctor concluded that Asa’s condition was “temporary” and assigned a rating of one-half disability. Three days later, he submitted his original application for monthly benefits, which was accepted.38
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By 1873, Asa began wearing a truss to control “dragging pains” in his lower abdomen, a garment made available to veterans through the latest changes to pension regulations. But his discomfort never abated. In 1886, his physical exam revealed the presence of a new growth, a right inguinal hernia. The doctor compared both bulges to the size of a walnut and subsequently to “the size of a goose egg.” Over the decades, the scrotum of the former cavalryman remained “the size of an ordinary glass tumbler.” Asa had reason to be bitter; he had paid a terrible price for his patriotism and participation in the war. The Burlesons had been denied children of their own, but their adoption of Cora had demonstrated true compassion and filled a great void.39


Asa and the GAR

In the 1870s, the Minnesota GAR and local posts followed the national example by descending into lethargy outside of three large cities. Then, in July 1880, the organization was revitalized, and a grassroots movement spread to large and small communities across the state. On December 4, 1880, fourteen veterans, including Oliver, convened in Asa’s law office in Spring Valley and founded Burdick Post No. 3, the first of its kind in southern Minnesota. The fledgling group agreed to meet bimonthly, and soon they gathered in the prestigious Spring Valley Masonic Lodge. During its heyday in the 1890s, Burdick Post No. 3 consistently ranked ninth in statewide membership; arguably, it was one of the most vibrant rural posts in Minnesota. Over time, the post amassed “a fine War library,” including a partial set of the Official Records.40

Asa was selected the first post commander, a position he held for two terms, and he frequently filled in for absent officers afterward. But Asa’s true calling was at the state, or department, level. Although he missed the plenary encampment of the Minnesota Department in 1881, Asa was chosen to two-year consecutive terms on the Council of Administration, the chief oversight committee of the organization; served as junior vice commander and judge advocate; and was appointed to the Committee on Officers’ Reports. He also sat on planning sessions for the national encampment scheduled for St. Paul in 1896. In 1900, Asa returned to the local level to resume an active role in Burdick Post No. 3, where he rotated the office of surgeon for the next sixteen years.41




Asa and the 1st New York Dragoons Survivors’ Association

Asa lived remotely from most of his wartime comrades in the 1st Dragoons, but that is not to say he remained passive during the heyday of regimental reunions. Since the early 1870s, the veterans had been gathering near High Bridge in Portage Falls, a special location on the banks of the Genesee River, where the 130th New York had first assembled and trained at Camp Williams. These “soldier picnics” attracted large crowds. Former members of the 1st Dragoons also met at national encampments to celebrate and swap stories. In 1897, during the national GAR encampment in Buffalo, more than 400 former comrades in arms supped at a banquet hosted by successful Buffalo physician and ex-Dragoon DeVillo W. Harrington. Despite Asa’s transplanted upper midwestern roots, he participated in planning the reunion as a member of the national Committee on Resolutions.42




Accolades in Spring Valley

Asa was a pillar of the Spring Valley community almost from the first day of his arrival. Over the years, the “broadminded Democrat” had filled various positions in an otherwise Republican community, such as city attorney, town clerk, village recorder, and board president of the Fire Department. Asa’s greatest achievement, however, was his intermittent terms as justice of the peace, spanning more than forty-one years.43

Village residents respected Asa’s civic pride in the many government offices he had held over the years as well as his patriotic activities with Burdick Post No. 3. Asa was instantly identifiable on the village streets, wearing his blue army cape and thick eyeglasses. Citizens knew him as “a man of sterling worth and integrity” but also “a colorful character.” Nearing the end of his life, he had forged a solid reputation in his adopted community, county, and state.

On October 4, 1917, Asa R. Burleson died from heart failure at the age of eighty-six. He is buried beside Ann in Spring Valley Cemetery, only a few steps away from the monument they had collaborated to build honoring “the boys who wore the blue.” The inscription on his stone reads, “First Lieutenant, Co. H, 1st N.Y. Dragoons.”44






OLIVER WEBSTER MOORE

Oliver fared much worse than Philander and Asa in his relationships with the Pension Bureau and Veteran’s Association. His postwar journey actually bucked the trend of most veterans by joining the GAR prior to making application for a pension despite having earned a medical discharge.


Oliver and the GAR

Oliver was a charter member of Burdick Post No. 3, but the post’s records indicate that he did not assume any leadership role for more than a decade. Instead, he was routinely suspended (but never dropped) for failure to pay his annual dues. The exception to this indifference occurred in 1893 when he won election as quartermaster, a position that required him to fill out a quarterly financial statement for department records. He held the spot for five years. Then his official duties dropped off.45

In June 1885, the 1st Minnesota held its first regimental reunion in Winona, which undoubtedly attracted attention from Oliver’s former Company K. There is no written record to verify Oliver’s presence at any function of the 1st Minnesota Survivor’s Association afterward. Still, he possessed a mahogany-framed photograph of Company K taken at the 1896 national encampment held in St. Paul. Owning such a prized heirloom might strengthen the case for Oliver’s presence at such regimental conventions.46
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Battles with the Pension Bureau

Oliver struggled with his health in the postwar decades. Recall the basis for Oliver’s Certificate of Disability for Discharge: “chronic diarrhea, rheumatism, and loss of teeth.” The two officers who had signed his discharge papers, Dr. LeBlond and Lt. Lochren, were destined to play pivotal roles in Oliver’s contentious relationship with the Pension Bureau.47

On October 15, 1885, Oliver filled out an application for an invalid pension, having suffered from the aforementioned illnesses and ailments since the end of the war. In the space provided on the form for additional relevant information, Oliver maintained that he had been under the care of the regimental surgeon for six months prior to his discharge and “has suffered in a severe form… ever since.” Twelve years earlier, Oliver’s personal physician deemed him completely disabled and recommended that he quit his strenuous carpentry business. It is baffling why Oliver had not filed a claim with the Pension Bureau at that time.48

Oliver’s application hit an immediate snag. His military service file contained no evidence of his wartime medical history. Specifically, regimental muster rolls of the 1st Minnesota had never listed him on sick call. Thus, the pension examiners rejected his case on February 13, 1886.49

On July 2, 1886, Oliver transferred power of attorney to George M. Van Leuven Jr. of Lime Springs, Iowa. A relative of the editor of the Spring Valley Vidette, Van Leuven advertised his services as a successful arbiter in veteran matters through handbills strewn across southern Minnesota and northern Iowa.50

Undeterred by the recent decision to deny Oliver any benefits, Van Leuven understood the key piece of evidence necessary to winning an appeal would be a deposition from Dr. John Byers LeBlond, the former assistant surgeon of the 1st Minnesota. The surgeon had mustered out with the regiment; moved to Sioux Falls, Dakota Territory; and established a successful medical practice. Somehow, Van Leuven tracked down LeBlond and requested information regarding Oliver’s wartime medical history. “During the time I was in the service,” LeBlond replied curtly, “we had at least 1,600 men connected with the regiment. Now at this late day, to expect me to remember every man who served in the regiment, and when, and for what disease I treated him for is an impossibility.”51

Receiving no cooperation from LeBlond, Van Leuven nonetheless ramped up the number of personal depositions in order to reboot Oliver’s case. In March 1887, the attorney’s efforts were rewarded when seven former comrades wrote testimonials confirming Oliver’s wartime illnesses. In addition, Oliver’s new petition suddenly included a list of previously undisclosed issues: heart palpitations, anemia, jaundice, and an ulcerated rectum. Since the end of the war, Oliver deposed that he had purchased over-the-counter drugs to treat his ailments, without success. As a result of Van Leuven’s revised assessment of Oliver’s physical condition, the pension review board overrode its previous rejection on June 7, 1887, and awarded a generous three-fourths disability.52

In December 1891, Van Leuven filed to change the location of Oliver’s annual physical examination from Preston, Minnesota, to Cresco, Iowa. Although the distance was twice as far for Oliver to travel, the request was granted. Consequently, the Cresco pension board increased the Minnesotan’s rate classification to “total disability.” Van Leuven requested an outlandish benefit increase the next year, and these greedy upticks in rapid succession set off warning signals.53




The Van Leuven Case

Oliver’s pension problems would escalate in April 1893 when President Grover Cleveland appointed a federal district court judge in Minneapolis, William Lochren, to the office of pension commissioner. Lochren, one of the officers who had signed Oliver’s discharge papers thirty years earlier, was a logical choice. Once confirmed, the reform-minded Lochren tackled the growing number of fraudulent claims in the Pension Bureau. One of his special investigators, Edward F. Waite, uncovered massive evidence of fraud on applications filed by Van Leuven, including forged depositions, false medical information, exorbitant filing fees, and bribery of the Cresco Pension Board of Physicians. Oliver’s case, in particular, shed light on the growing public uproar over this form of corruption as well as his role in the episode.54

Within one month of Lochren’s appointment, Van Leuven was indicted on ninety-eight counts of defrauding the federal government. All pension cases associated with the Iowa attorney were temporarily suspended pending a full investigation by Waite’s team of seven agents, called the “Van Leuven Commission.” Oliver received his termination notice dated July 3, 1893.55

On September 11, 1893, Oliver appeared before Special Examiner Waite for an extensive interview to establish his relationship with counselor Van Leuven. Asked whether he had ever been coached by his attorney to offer a bribe to the Cresco examiners in order to secure “a good rating,” Oliver flatly denied the accusation. Unknown to Oliver, Waite had already secured several items of private correspondence between Moore and Van Leuven in a raid on the attorney’s office, which contradicted this sworn testimony. In his report to Pension Commissioner Lochren, Waite stated emphatically, “This witness [Oliver] is not honest.” On December 5, 1893, Waite summoned Moore before a grand jury, where the Minnesotan wisely recanted his false claim of innocence and provided incriminating testimony against Van Leuven and his accomplice on the Cresco Board of Pension Examiners.56

Van Leuven’s trial was scheduled for April 1894 in the U.S. District Court for Northern Iowa, but it was postponed until December because of the alleged illness of the defendant. In the meantime, the citizens of Cresco and Lime Springs rallied in support of their neighbor and friend. The Howard County Times spearheaded the offensive and accused Special Examiner Waite of employing unethical tactics to gather incriminating evidence from innocent pensioners and of inflicting “a reign of terror in northeastern Iowa.” As a result, the county prosecutor indicted Waite on one count of tampering, threatening, and intimidating potential witnesses in the Van Leuven case.57

Meanwhile, on December 14, 1894, a packed courtroom in Dubuque observed the opening and closing arguments of the Van Leuven case. The jury deliberated only one hour, and “the suddeness [of the guilty verdict] stunned some present.” The shamed attorney was sentenced to two years in Anamosa State Penitentiary and ordered to pay a $3,000 fine. He was dis-barred three months later. The citizens of Howard County were outraged.58

Public attention now shifted to Commissioner Lochren, who had defended Waite in two Minneapolis interviews as “a thoroughly honest and reliable pension agent.” The Howard County Times fumed in self-righteous partisanship and responded with an attack on Lochren’s character. The Iowa broadsheet called the commissioner “a contemptible screed against the people of northeastern Iowa,” claiming he was “a knave, fool, or liar.” The contentious nature of the entire affair was about to burst onto the national stage. Harper’s Weekly picked up the Van Leuven–Waite stories in a cogent article, using the court cases as a springboard into a broader discussion of pension fraud in general.59

Lochren, Waite, and the Van Leuven Commission were not coldhearted when it came to punishing the ex-pensioners. In fact, they offered these veterans an opportunity to reestablish their benefit status by supplying unvarnished, reliable depositions from former comrades, undergoing new physical examinations at locations approved by the commission, and accepting adjustments to the rate of benefit. Even before Van Leuven’s case reached trial, Oliver had been examined in nearby Houston, Minnesota, and his
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APPENDIX A
 Order of Battle for the Ellithorpes

AT FIRST BULL RUN

Philander/27th New York:

No corps organization

Second Division: Brigadier General David Hunter

First Brigade: Colonel Andrew Porter

27th New York: Colonel Henry W. Slocum

Other units: 8th New York Militia

14th New York Militia

5th U.S. Artillery, Company D

AT YORKTOWN

Asa/5th Vermont:

IV Corps: Brigadier General Erasmus D. Keyes

Second Division: Brigadier General William F. “Baldy” Smith

Second Brigade: Brigadier General William T. H. Brooks

5th Vermont: Lieutenant Colonel Henry A. Smalley

Other units: 2nd Vermont 3rd Vermont

4th Vermont 6th Vermont

Philander/27th New York:

I Corps: Major General Irwin McDowell

First Division: Brigadier General William B. Franklin

Second Brigade: Brigadier General Henry W. Slocum

27th New York: Colonel Joseph J. Bartlett

Other units: 16th New York 5th Maine

96th Pennsylvania

AT FAIR OAKS

Philander/27th New York:

VI Corps: Brigadier General William B. Franklin

First Division: Brigadier General Henry W. Slocum

Second Brigade: Colonel Joseph J. Bartlett

27th New York: Lieutenant Colonel Alexander D. Adams

Other units: 16th New York 5th Maine

96th Pennsylvania

AT THE SEVEN DAYS

Philander/27th New York:

VI Corps: Brigadier General William B. Franklin

First Division: Brigadier General Henry W. Slocum

Second Brigade: Colonel Joseph J. Bartlett

27th New York: Lieutenant Colonel Alexander D. Adams

Other units: 16th New York 5th Maine

96th Pennsylvania

Phillip/13th Pennsylvania Reserves:

V Corps: Brigadier General Fitz John Porter

Third Division: Brigadier General George A. McCall

First Brigade: Brigadier General John F. Reynolds

13th Pennsylvania Reserves: Major Roy Stone

Other units: 1st, 2nd, 5th, 8th

Pennsylvania Reserves

AT SECOND BULL RUN

Phillip/13th Pennsylvania Reserves:

[Kane’s four detached companies at McDowell’s headquarters]

III Corps: Major General Irwin McDowell

Pennsylvania Reserve Division: Brigadier General John F. Reynolds

First Brigade: Brigadier General George G. Meade

13th Pennsylvania Reserves: Colonel Hugh W. McNeil

Other units: 3rd, 4th, 7th, 8th

Pennsylvania Reserves

AT SOUTH MOUNTAIN

Philander/27th New York:

VI Corps: Major General William B. Franklin

First Division: Major General Henry W. Slocum

Second Brigade: Colonel Joseph J. Bartlett

27th New York: Lieutenant Colonel Alexander D. Adams

Other units: 5th Maine 16th New York

96th Pennsylvania 121st New York

Phillip/13th Pennsylvania Reserves:

I Corps: Major General Joseph Hooker

Third Division: Brigadier General George G. Meade

First Brigade: Brigadier General Truman Seymour

13th Pennsylvania Reserves: Colonel Hugh W. McNeil

Other units: 1st, 2nd, 5th, 6th Pennsylvania Reserves

AT ANTIETAM

Philander/27th New York:

VI Corps: Major General William B. Franklin

First Division: Major General Henry W. Slocum

Second Brigade: Colonel Joseph J. Bartlett

27th New York: Lieutenant Colonel Alexander D. Adams

Other units: 5th Maine 16th New York

96th New York

Phillip/13th Pennsylvania Reserves:

I Corps: Major General Joseph Hooker

Third Division: Brigadier General George G. Meade

First Brigade: Brigadier General Truman Seymour

13th Pennsylvania Reserves: Colonel Hugh W. McNeil (Captain Dennis McGee)

Other units: 1st, 2nd, 5th, 6th Pennsylvania Reserves

AT FREDERICKSBURG

Philander/27th New York:

Left Grand Division: Major General William B. Franklin

VI Corps: Major General William F. “Baldy” Smith

First Division: Brigadier General William T. H. Brooks

Second Brigade: Brigadier General Joseph J. Bartlett

27th New York: Colonel Alexander D. Adams

  Other units: 5th Maine 16th New York

  121st New York 96th Pennsylvania

Phillip/13th Pennsylvania Reserves:

Left Grand Division: Major General William B. Franklin

I Corps: Major General General John F. Reynolds

Third Division: Major General George Meade

First Brigade: Colonel William Sinclair (Col. William McCandless)

13th Pennsylvania Reserves: Captain Charles F. Taylor

  Other units: 1st, 2nd, 6th Pennsylvania Reserves

121st Pennsylvania

AT SUFFOLK CAMPAIGN

Asa/130th New York:

VII Corps: Major General John A. Dix

Suffolk Garrison: Major General John J. Peck

First Division: Brigadier General Michael Corcoran

First Brigade: Brigadier General Henry Dwight Terry

130th New York: Colonel Alfred Gibbs

  Other units: 26th Michigan 99th New York

152nd New York 167th Pennsylvania

11th Rhode Island

1st New York Sharpshooters

1st New York Mounted Rifles

AT DEPARTMENT OF WASHINGTON (FEBRUARY–JUNE 1863)

(stationed in Fairfax, Virginia)

Phillip/13th Pennsylvania Reserves:

XXII Corps: Major General Samuel P. Heintzelman

Third Division: Brigadier General Horatio G. Sickel

First Brigade: Colonel William McCandless

13th Pennsylvania Reserves: Colonel Charles F. Taylor

Other units: 1st, 2nd, 6th Pennsylvania Reserves

AT SECOND FREDERICKSBURG AND SALEM CHURCH

Philander/27th New York:

VI Corps: Major General John Sedgwick

First Division: Brigadier General William T. H. Brooks

Second Brigade: Brigadier General Joseph J. Bartlett

27th New York: Colonel Alexander D. Adams

Other units: 5th Maine 16th New York

121st New York 96th Pennsylvania

AT GETTYSBURG

Phillip/13th Pennsylvania Reserves:

V Corps: Major General George Sykes

Third Division: Major General Samuel W. Crawford

First Brigade: Colonel William McCandless

13th Pennsylvania Reserves: Captain Charles F. Taylor

Other units: 1st, 2nd, 6th Pennsylvania Reserves

AT BRISTOE STATION AND MINE RUN

Asa/19th New York Cavalry/1st New York Dragoons:

Cavalry Corps: Major General Alfred Pleasonton

First Division: Brigadier General John Buford

Reserve (Cavalry) Brigade:

Brigadier General Wesley Merritt

19th New York Cavalry/1st New York Dragoons:

Colonel Alfred Gibbs

Other units: 6th Pennsylvania Cavalry 1st U.S. Cavalry

    2nd U.S. Cavalry 5th U.S. Cavalry

AT WASHINGTON, D.C. (MARCH–MAY 1864)

Philander/2nd New York Mounted Rifles:

XXII Corps: Major General Samuel Heintzelman

2nd New York Mounted Rifles (dismounted): Colonel John Fisk

AT THE OVERLAND CAMPAIGN

Asa/19th New York Cavalry/1st New York Dragoons:

Cavalry Corps: Major General Philip H. Sheridan

First Division: Brigadier General Wesley Merritt (for Brig. Gen. Alfred T. A. Tolbert)

Reserve Brigade: Colonel Alfred Gibbs

19th Cavalry: Lieutenant Colonel Thomas Jones Thorp

Other units: 6th Pennsylvania, 1st, 2nd, and 5th U.S. Cavalry

Philander/2nd New York Mounted Rifles:

IX Corps: Major General Ambrose Burnside

First Division: Major General Thomas L. Crittenden

Provisional Brigade: Colonel Elisha G. Marshall

2nd New York Mounted Rifles (dismounted): Colonel John Fisk

Other units: 24th New York Cavalry (dismounted)

14th New York Heavy Artillery

2nd Pennsylvania Heavy Artillery

AT SECOND PETERSBURG

Philander/2nd New York Mounted Rifles:

IX Corps: Major General Ambrose Burnside

Second Division: Brigadier General Robert B. Potter

First Brigade: John Irvin Curtin

2nd New York Mounted Rifles: Colonel John Fisk

Other units: 36th Massachusetts 58th Massachusetts

45th Pennsylvania 48th Pennsylvania

7th Rhode Island




APPENDIX B
 Bucktail Requiem

NATURALLY, PHILLIP WAS NOT PRESENT FOR POSTWAR REUNIONS AND other veteran activities of the former 13th Pennsylvania Reserves, and it is perhaps expected that his memory had become an afterthought, one of thousands of the faceless casualties of war. It seems the burial snafu at Gettysburg had been a harbinger regarding Phillip’s legacy, but the post-war actions of the ex-Bucktails impacted his remembrance, nonetheless, in various ways.

THE BUCKTAILS REUNITE

The formation of a Grand Army of the Republic (GAR) post in Smethport developed more slowly than in Spring Valley and Buffalo, but on June 21, 1883, McKean Post No. 347 was chartered. Of course, the members included ex-soldiers from a range of units, and familiar names to Phillip’s Company I included James Landregan, Dr. S. D. Freeman, Frank Bell, William T. Blanchard, and Joe Barnes, who filled the rank of surgeon. Actually, the formation of a statewide society of Bucktails postdated the establishment of the Smethport post. On August 2, 1887, W. Ross Hartshorne and William H. Rauch invited interested ex-comrades to a plenary meeting in Harrisburg to form the “Regimental Association of the Bucktail or First Rifle Regiment.”1

Ten weeks later, those surviving Bucktails reported to the first reunion in Williamsport, where they approved a set of bylaws and elected permanent officers. The duly installed leaders bore familiar names to the wartime command structure: W. Ross Hartshorne (president), Alanson E. Niles (vice president), Edward A. Irvin (treasurer), and William H. Rauch (secretary). Rauch, an orderly sergeant in wartime, pandered this new clerical role into his 1906 classic The History of the “Bucktails.”2

The Regimental Association of the Bucktails made a point of holding their annual reunions in towns where the soldiers had been originally recruited or in places of historical importance to the men. Gatherings were usually colorful affairs, and the former wildcats never went anywhere without their centerpiece: a stuffed stag known affectionately as “Bucky,” who customarily guarded the entrance to the reunion hall and the tattered regimental battle flag on the dais.3

“Old Bucktail” proceedings were dominated by former officers, a regrettable feature of most Civil War regimental gatherings, but the rank and file typically shined during campfire sessions, excursions, and the parade. One enlisted man who managed to break the barrier of leadership was James Landregan. By 1890, Landregan had evolved into something of a cult hero at Bucktail reunions. Forever immortalized as the originator of the bucktailed headgear, he now officiated in ceremonies normally reserved for former officers. Consequently, in 1898, Landregan was chosen at the annual reunion to “lay the tattered and blood stained banner of the Bucktails on the tomb of the dead Colonel [Charles F.] Taylor.” Then a procession of former comrades tossed flowers on the flag “in one of the most emotional memorial services ever held by the Bucktail survivors.”4

PASSING THE TORCH

As the aging Bucktails dealt with increasing infirmities, a number of comrades who were important in Phillip’s life were “crossing the river to the other side.” Those leaders on the list of the dying included Fent Ward (1884), Langhorne Wister, Alanson E. Niles, Leander W. Gifford (1891), and Samuel W. Crawford (1892). But the heaviest blow with closer ties to Phillip came with the passing of Joseph D. Barnes (1893), Frank Bell, and Dr. S. D. Freeman (1894). The twentieth century witnessed the additional losses of Roy Stone and W. Ross Hartshorne (1905), and the passing of legendary James Landregan (1907) marked the end of an era. Thereafter, McKean Post No. 347 and the Regimental Association of Bucktails rapidly dwindled.5
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Last reunion of the Regimental Association of the Bucktails, Smethport (1916).
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BUCKTAILS IN GRANITE

During their years of activity, the Regimental Association of the Bucktails had been energized in constructing monuments to commemorate their own heroic past. On June 15, 1887, the state General Assembly apportioned $125,000 to mark the position of every Pennsylvania command on the Gettysburg battlefield. Two years later, the reunion attendees voted to assist the Commonwealth in funding “a Bucktail Memorial Pavilion” to be located in Rose’s Grove on Houck’s Ridge. A special treat for Company I veterans occurred when Frank Bell spoke at the Camp Fire, when he read an original poem about the Bucktails’ feverish race on July 2, 1863, to reach Gettysburg. On September 2, 1890, the monument dedicated to Bucktail valor was unveiled on Pennsylvania Reserves Day.6

The statewide effort to fund and erect Civil War monuments at Gettysburg had inspired the Regimental Association of the Bucktails to construct a special granite testimonial to those who hailed from the wildcat district of
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Bucktails monument on Houck’s Ridge.
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Dedication of monument to the Bucktails, Driftwood, Pennsylvania (1908).
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northwestern Pennsylvania and place it in a location holding special meaning. In April 1861, Driftwood, Pennsylvania, marked the place where the bucktailed recruits had built their log rafts to carry them downriver to Camp Curtin. In 1906, the association discussed the importance of the site to regimental history, and the Pennsylvania House of Representatives allocated $2,500 for the project the following year. On April 27, 1908, twenty-five “old” Bucktails attended the dedication, where the granddaughter of William H. Rauch unveiled the ten-foot-high monument.7

A PATCHWORK REMEMBRANCE

The first evidentiary material to be published on the men from Rushford who had been killed in action during the war appeared in a county-by-county report in the 1865 New York State Census. The tabulation laid bare discrepancies in wartime sacrifice when it listed Charles Van Dusen and eighteen others from Rushford, while Phillip’s name was excluded. After all, Phillip, a New Yorker, had served in a Pennsylvania regiment. This kind of omission established a pattern that would be repeated frequently in future tributes.8

In 1865 and 1869, two monumental reference works were published, covering the history and rosters of the Pennsylvania Reserves and the histories and rosters of every regiment in the Commonwealth. Josiah R. Sypher published a single volume titled History of the Pennsylvania Reserves (1865). Sypher had read law under Thaddeus Stevens before the war, but he worked as a military correspondent for the New York Tribune during the hostilities. His History provided a narrative overview of the Pennsylvania Reserves from enlistment through discharge, complete with company rosters in every regiment. Samuel Perriman Bates, the Pennsylvania state historian, published a five-volume set titled History of the Pennsylvania Volunteers (1869–1871). Bates’s scholarly approach differed from Sypher’s by focusing on each regiment’s unique history. In their coverages of the Bucktails, both authors identified Phillip with an asterisk for having “died of wounds received at Gettysburg.”9

Philander had played a key role in keeping Phillip’s sacrifice alive in Rushford and Allegany County through two local publications. In June 1895, the village of Wellsville hosted the Allegany County Centennial Celebration, a two-day event that focused on early pioneer history and local institutions, such as churches, schools, the press, business, and genealogy. Philander assisted in compiling an impressive list of Civil War fatalities from Allegany County, a compilation that included Phillip’s name. In 1896, Minard and Merrill incorporated Philander’s data into Allegany County and Its People.10

The town of Rushford picked up on the Allegany County celebration and its consequential publication. On August 16–21, 1908, the Rushford community held a similar centennial observance of its own under the direction of Philander’s friend, former company commander in the 2nd Mounted Rifles, and town clerk, Watson W. Bush. Helen Josephine White Gilbert assembled the materials from the event for inclusion in her book Rushford and Rushford People (1910). The section describing Rushfordite participation in the war was exhaustive, again because of Philander’s welcome assistance. Gilbert’s accounts included the name and rank of the soldier, regiment and company designation, age and place of enlistment, promotions, wounds, date and place of discharge or death, and information on all three branches of the military, including local boys who had enlisted in Ohio and Pennsylvania regiments. In this manner, Phillip’s name was recorded, although he was erroneously credited with having undergone three leg amputations.11

A MISSED OPPORTUNITY

One final opportunity presented itself to publicly recognize Phillip’s ultimate sacrifice at Gettysburg. In the late 1880s, ex-Gov. Curtin envisioned a Pennsylvania Monument on Little Round Top, and twenty-five years later, the project reached fruition at, arguably, the most well-known place on the battlefield—Cemetery Ridge. In 1914, the largest state monument within the bounds of Gettysburg National Military Park was completed, and bronze regimental panels were placed along its base, listing the names of 34,500 Pennsylvania soldiers who participated in the liberation of the Commonwealth and subsequent preservation of the Union. Phillip’s name appears on the plaque depicting Company I, 42nd Pennsylvania, and yet it lacks the embossed asterisk signifying a soldier who had been mortally wounded or killed in the line of duty. Although honored in name, his loss went overlooked.
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* * * * * * *

Whatever became of other key characters who impacted the life of Phillip during the war? Brief postwar biographical sketches of eight individuals are provided below.

FRANK J. BELL

Frank J. Bell was born to English Quakers on April 14, 1836, in Ceres, a village on the New York–Pennsylvania line. Shot through the lung at Antietam, he came back to lead Company I at Gettysburg. In October 1863, he captained Company K, 17th Regiment in the Invalid Corps, a unit sent to Indianapolis to guard the state arsenal and patrol the city streets. Under-staffed, the regiment was “severely pressed” and frequently worked sixty-hour shifts. The 17th Regiment was given a second classification rating, allowing these partially disabled men to serve as cooks, orderlies, nurses, and guards. On April 25, 1864, Bell’s regiment was redesignated the 94th Company, 2nd Battalion, during the reconstitution of the Invalid Corps into the Veteran Reserve Corps, and it is conceivable that he manned the trenches with Meigs’s Emergency Division in the defense of Fort Stevens against Jubal Early’s raiders. Promoted to brevet major a year later, Bell was discharged in June 1866.13

After the war, Bell studied law in Washington and continued to work in the War Department. He also worked for a number of years as a special field examiner for the Pension Bureau in Kansas, Florida, New York, and Pennsylvania. He was a steadfast champion for Civil War pensions. Frank Bell, the man who recruited Phillip into the Bucktails and lost a leg on Houck’s Ridge, died in Washington on April 1, 1894.14

WILLIAM THOMAS BLANCHARD

Born in Palmer, Massachusetts, on March 23, 1838, William T. Blanchard belonged to an influential family. His grandfather, John B. Blanchard, moved to the area in 1824, built a scythe factory near the falls of Quabaug River, and raised six children. In civic affairs, the Blanchards served the local government as selectmen and town clerk and won seats to the state legislature. The village of Blanchardville, two miles south of Palmer, bears witness to the family’s social, political, and economic successes.15

In the mid-1850s, William’s relatives were expanding into the realm of railroad construction with the Springfield & Farmington Valley Railroad in Massachusetts. In keeping with his family’s recent pursuits, William secured employment as a promoter for the Bradford & Pittsburg Railroad in McKean County shortly before the war. After the firing on Fort Sumter, Blanchard emerged as a leading recruiter in Bradford for Kane’s new company of Bucktails. From this point forward, the lives of Blanchard and Phillip were intertwined in intrigue.

In the spring of 1863, Phillip had run into Blanchard at Convalescent Camp, where he plied the trade of a sutler and unequivocally refused to repay his loan. On September 5, 1863, while still residing at the camp, Blanchard enlisted in the 22nd Regiment of the Invalid Corps. Chosen captain of Company G, Blanchard’s regiment was sent to Kendallville, Indiana, where they served in one of the state’s rendezvous (training) sites, Camp Mitchell. Blanchard was discharged on November 23, 1865.16

After the war, Blanchard worked in life insurance and the coke industry, but he suffered greatly from his wartime leg wounds. Crippled since 1899, friends of the former captain of Company I petitioned the Regimental Association of the Old Bucktails to collect a small monetary gift in behalf of Blanchard because he was suffering from a painful bacterial skin infection (erysipelas) and rheumatism. In later years, he supplied helpful information about the early Bucktails to coauthors Thomson and Rauch for their History of the “Bucktails” (1906).

At the end of his life, Blanchard resided in the Dayton Soldiers’ Home for six months and then died of chronic dementia on September 6, 1918. He is buried in Dayton National Cemetery, Dayton, Ohio.17

JOSEPH D. BARNES

After the war, Joe Barnes returned to McKean County, married, and raised three children in Kasson, Pennsylvania. Over the years, he found employment as a Kasson constable, managed a boardinghouse in Kushequa, and labored in the lumber trade. Socially, he was a fixture at gatherings of McKean Post No. 347 in Smethport.

On May 25, 1893, Barnes was found dead after splitting wood for his longtime Bucktail comrade James Landregan, who lived in Turtlepoint, Pennsylvania. Known to his comrades as a brave soldier and large-hearted man, Barnes was laid to rest in Kasson Cemetery in accordance with the GAR Ritual of the Grand Army of the Republic. Today, his Civil War musket and other wartime accoutrements are the centerpiece exhibit in the McKean County Historical Society and Old Jail Museum, Smethport, Pennsylvania.18

JAMES BEACH CLOW

James Beach Clow, Phillip’s supervisor in the Commissary Department, was born on March 17, 1832, in North Sewickley, Pennsylvania. Before the war, he lived for a short time in New Castle, a community known for its many iron foundries and machine shops. After the war, Clow relocated to Pittsburg and began manufacturing cast-iron water pipes.

In 1875, Clow moved to Chicago, where he formed James B. Clow & Sons, a firm that produced heating fixtures and marketed general plumbing supplies. The company was known particularly for its cast-iron “Gastream Radiator.” A millionaire with a flair for reading, music, and philanthropy, Clow was an entrepreneurial giant in the Windy City. As his business thrived, branch offices were opened in New York, San Francisco, and Havana. Today, the operation is known as Clow Valve Company.

On January 7, 1908, Clow died from pneumonia. He is buried in Rose-hill Cemetery, Chicago, Illinois.19

JONATHAN J. COMFORT

Jonathan J. Comfort, the new regimental surgeon of the Bucktails who ordered Phillip to accompany the most severely wounded at Fredericksburg to hospitals in Washington, was born in Fallsington, Bucks County, Pennsylvania, on January 9, 1830. Shortly after completing his education at the Jefferson School of Medicine in Philadelphia in 1859, he moved to Conshohocken, Pennsylvania, on the banks of the Schuylkill River, fifteen miles northwest of Philadelphia. Enlisting as an assistant surgeon of the 121st Pennsylvania in August 1862, Dr. Comfort was promoted to surgeon of the 13th Pennsylvania Reserves on the field of Fredericksburg. He remained a Bucktail until the regiment mustered out in May 1864, after which he transferred to the 190th Pennsylvania and served until the end of the war.

Afterward, Comfort practiced medicine in Haddonfield, New Jersey, a small community about twelve miles southeast of Philadelphia. In 1868, he was selected principal physician of Haddon township and later moved to Blackwood, New Jersey, to serve as resident physician at the Camden County Insane Asylum. He presided over the Camden County Medical Association, too.

Comfort died on March 22, 1906, at Old Point Comfort (Virginia) National Soldier’s Home. He is buried in the Hampton National Cemetery, Hampton, Virginia.20

JOHN KEENAN HAFFEY

Phillip’s tent mate and spiritual adviser lived an interesting life. Born on April 27, 1830, in County Armagh, Ireland, he received a formal education and immigrated to Canada when he was fourteen years old. He briefly taught school in New York for several years before being ordained in 1851. He served the Bradford (Pennsylvania) Baptist Church a short time before turning to Universalism while operating a farm. Haffey must have been inspired by the oil discoveries taking place along with the coal industry in northwestern Pennsylvania. In 1858, he turned to journalism as copublisher of the Bradford Miner.

Enlisting in Company I at the rank of sergeant, the former chaplain provided Phillip with much-needed spiritual guidance. He suffered poor health, however, and resigned from the 13th Pennsylvania Reserves after the Seven Days battles. Later in the war, he returned to serve as aide-de-camp for Brig. Gen. John F. Hartranft.

After the war, Haffey resumed his interest in petroleum. In 1871, he presided over an oil company in Bradford, Pennsylvania, but the lure of new discoveries in New Jersey lured him away. In 1875, he came back to establish the Bradford New Era, a broadsheet devoted to the petroleum industry. He returned to Beverly, New Jersey, in 1878 to run the Beverly Banner. He died there on November 7, 1881.21

ELLIS P. TOWNSEND

On May 25, 1835, Ellis P. “Snap” Townsend was born into a physician’s family. In March 1863, he graduated from the University of Pennsylvania Medical School in Philadelphia, one of the most prestigious institutions in the country. Answering Letterman’s emergency decree for contract physicians, Townsend tended to Phillip at Camp Letterman until near the end of the Alleganian’s life. The physician served for another year in the Army of the Potomac before receiving his discharge.

In 1864, Townsend opened a practice in Beverly, New Jersey, about fifteen miles north of Philadelphia, where he established a solid reputation as a general practitioner. Then, in 1877, he headed a small medical staff in a construction company that had been contracted by the government of Brazil to build a railroad around the falls of the Madeira River, a tributary of the mighty Amazon. Such a railroad was needed to tap the rich rubber reserves in the jungle near the Bolivian border. The exotic adventure included 200 laborers from New Jersey, Pennsylvania, and New York. The “Madeira Mamore Expedition” was eventually referred to as “the railroad of death” in the press because a massive outbreak of malaria killed one-fourth of the work party in six months.

On his return to Beverly, Townsend engaged in writing a two-year series of pamphlets called The Country Practitioner, a collection of medical essays and advice to doctors plying their profession in rural America. In 1884, he moved to Camden, New Jersey, and shortly thereafter to Billings, Montana, where he opened a private practice and moonlighted as a surgeon for the Burlington Northern Railroad.

In 1901, Townsend was appointed chief physician for the Crow Indian Agency and the Lame Deer Agency of the Northern Cheyenne, sixty miles and 100 miles away, respectively. In 1906, while traveling to the distant Lame Deer Agency during a winter blizzard, he contracted a severe case of frostbite in both feet. For months, Townsend suffered from chronic infections that spread to both legs. His limbs turned gangrenous, resulting in a double amputation. Ironically, the physician who had reluctantly delayed in amputating Phillip’s shattered knee had succumbed to a similar fate.

On July 30, 1907, “Snap” Townsend died on July 30, 1907. He is buried in Mountainview Cemetery, Billings, Montana.22

R. FENT WARD

Before the war, Robert Fenton Ward worked as a printer in his father’s newspaper, the Clearfield Republican. In April 1861, he joined Company I of the Bucktails in Smethport. He was assigned the hospital stewardship of the company, a position responsible for reporting the daily list of sick soldiers to the captain. Thus, Ward and Blanchard were fully aware of Phillip’s frequent visits to “Company Q” in the early months of the war. A proven warrior, Ward was promoted to lieutenant after Antietam.23

When the Pennsylvania Reserves were discharged after the battle of Bethesda Church, Ward transferred with other Bucktail officers, including Maj. Ross Hartshorne, Capt. Neri B. Kinsey, Capt. John Kratzner, and Capt. John Wolfe, to join the 190th Pennsylvania. On June 6, 1864, after the battle of Cold Harbor, Ward became captain of Company I.24

Although the 190th Pennsylvania were minimally involved at Cold Harbor, Second Petersburg, and the Crater, the Weldon Railroad fight deserves closer scrutiny, the target of Grant’s fourth major attempt to break the siege at Petersburg. On August 18, the 190th and 191st Pennsylvania made up a small brigade under the temporary command of Hartshorne, and they had been sent with Crawford’s division to break up railroad tracks south of Richmond. They probed the area around the Weldon Railroad and skirmished with the enemy on terrain covered by dense thickets and swampland. Heavy rainfall contributed to low visibility as Hartshorne’s troops dug breastworks on the extreme right of Crawford’s advance position.

On August 19, the Rebels launched an attack in the early afternoon, driving a wedge between Hartshorne’s two regiments and gaining their rear. Federal artillerists lobbed shells into the battle zone, killing northerners and southerners alike. The rout was on, but not before 600 Yankees had surrendered, including most of the officers of the 190th and 191st Pennsylvania. Where was Ward?25

The enigma surrounding Ward’s whereabouts deepens on checking company rosters of the 190th Pennsylvania listed in Bates’s History of the Pennsylvania Volunteers, 1861 – 1865. The contents raise several concerns. First, most of the Company I muster roster was never filed with the adjutant general and presumably lost. Second, Ward’s soldier’s index card shows August 19, 1864, as his date of discharge, the day of the debacle at Weldon Railroad. Yet there is no record of his mustering out or incarceration in any Confederate prisoner-of-war camp (Salisbury, Danville, or Richmond). So, did Ward desert? Wounded five times during the war, Ward had built a reputation as a hard-nosed, no-nonsense company officer in tested combat situations at Antietam, Fredericksburg, and Gettysburg. It seems out of character for him to have taken French leave, but, curiously, he never applied for a military pension afterward.26

After the war, Fent’s widowed mother and his brother moved to a farm in Grahampton, Pennsylvania, but Fent had disappeared. Later, in the early 1880s, he surfaced as a compositor for the New York Times. On June 9, 1884, R. Fenton Ward died of consumption in Hoboken, New Jersey. The former commander of two Company I’s was buried in a pauper’s grave in Holy Name Cemetery, Jersey City, New Jersey, a sad end to a promising life.27
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