
  
    
  


  A GUIDE BOOK

  TO HIGHWAY 66


  [image: image]


  A GUIDE BOOK

  TO HIGHWAY 66


  By


  JACK D. RITTENHOUSE


  [image: image]


  A FACSIMILE OF THE 1946 FIRST EDITION


  [image: image]


  ISBN for this digital edition: 978-0-8263-5050-3


  Copyright © 1946, by Jack Rittenhouse


  All rights reserved.

  New material copyright © 1989

  by the University of New Mexico Press


  PRINTED IN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA


  
    
      	
        YEAR

      

      	
        PRINTING

      
    


    
      	
        191817161514

      

      	
        111213141516

      
    

  


  ISBN-13978-0-8263-1148-1 (pbk.)


  The Library of Congress cataloged the printed edition as follows:


  Rittenhouse, Jack D. (Jack DeVere), 1912–


  A guide book to Highway 66 / by Jack D. Rittenhouse.


  p.cm.


  “A facsimile of the 1946 first edition.”


  Originally published: Los Angeles, Calif. : J. D. Rittenhouse, 1946–


  ISBN 0-8263-1148-2


  1. West (U.S.)—Description and travel—1880–1950—Guide-books.


  2. United States Highway 66—Guide-books.


  3. Automobiles—Road guides—West (U.S.)


  I. Title


  II. Title: Guide book to Highway Sixty-six.


  F595.R591989


  917.3'04927—dc 1989-4807


  PREFACE TO FACSIMILE EDITION


  This is an exact facsimile of the first guidebook of its kind for the full length of the famous Route 66 from Chicago to Los Angeles. It was first published in 1946, less than a year after the end of World War II. You can use it to retrace the Mother Road as it was at its peak.


  U.S. Highway 66 was born around 1926 when a national organization of highway authorities assigned numbers to roads. It went out of official existence on June 27, 1985, when the same group decertified the number. At its birth, the route merely linked a chain of existing roads between towns. As the years passed, new sections were built that shortened the route by eliminating loops.


  During World War II, I realized that there might be a great postwar migration from the eastern states to California. Many young men and women had received their war training at the great bases in California, and once having seen that pleasant land they would want to return.


  I was not the first writer to see a possible postwar boom in western travel. In 1866, Edward H. Hall wrote his guidebook “The Great West” because be believed the end of the Civil War would “swell the tide of immigration setting into the Eldorado of the West.” He gave mileages from Chicago to Rolla, Missouri, and across much of the Southwest.


  I knew that most easterners had serious worries about crossing the mountains and deserts. I had made several runs over the route, so I dug into the research needed to do a proper guidebook. Then in March 1946 I made a last, careful round trip to double-check my facts.


  That trip was made in a 1939 American Bantam coupe. It was one of the few midget autos made in America: 1200 lbs. curb weight, 75 inch wheelbase, no trunk, no trip odometer, no radio. Its 22 horsepower engine could make 250 miles on the five gallon tank. It sold new for $335.


  On that final trip I had to inspect the scenery, so I drove from dawn to dusk at 35 miles an hour. There were no tape recorders then, so I scrawled notes on a big yellow pad on the seat beside me. Each night I dug out my portable manual typewriter and typed my notes.


  I made some errors in language. I became so enthused over New Mexico that in one place the text refers to the Gulf of NEW Mexico. And, like many new authors, I wrote about the Rio Grande River, using the redundant wording that is permitted once but not twice to a writer. It was my first book; I was just past thirty-three years old.


  We printed 3,000 copies and sold them for a dollar each, doing business by mail to bookshops, newsstands, cafes, and tourist courts (no one then called them motels) along US 66. And I learned the hard way that a self-publishing author usually has a fool for a distributor. I never reached my full market.


  Reviewers ignored the little book, but Duncan Hines, who was best known for his restaurant guide, wrote me a nice letter praising the book because it would help people actually see the countryside, not just zip through it. Now, as with the old US 66 signs, that first edition has soared in price as a collector’s prize.


  So keep this book as your own souvenir, or use it as you try to retrace the old road. Happy traveling!
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  CHAPTER I


  HOW TO GET THE MOST FROM THIS BOOK


  IMPORTANT! DON’T FAIL TO READ THESE INSTRUCTIONS FIRST! This Guide Book is not an ordinary travelogue. It contains many helpful features included because other motorists traveling over US Highway 66 found them useful. You don’t start your car in high gear—don’t “jump the gun” by skipping this chapter.


  MILEAGE FIGURES. Opposite each important entry are two mileage figures, given to the nearest full mile. The first figure, shown in “bold face” (heavy) type, is for the westbound driver. The light face figure (in parentheses) is for the eastbound driver. Follow the figures applying to your direction and the opposite set will show you how far you still have to travel to reach the end of the trip section.


  Driving west, you follow the book normally from front to back; traveling east, you must use the book from back to front. It will work equally well either way. The letters (L) or (R) shown in the text in parentheses indicate that the locality indicated is to the left or right from the viewpoint of a westbound driver.


  Most travelogues give mileage figures from some central point in a town, such as the city hall. Since the average driver seldom goes to such a central point to start his trip, mileage entries in this book start at some intersection, bridge or noticeable point at the edge of town. Similarly, mileage figures end at the approaches to the large town at the end of each trip section. This allows the tourist to follow any desired route through town and still keep his mileage record straight.


  TRIP SECTIONS. For convenience, the entire route has been divided into nine sections, corresponding roughly to the “jumps” made by the average motorist. This is also an aid to the motorist who does not travel the entire distance from Chicago to Los Angeles, but who enters or leaves US 66 at some intermediate point.


  At the start of each trip section, opposite the first “0 mi.” entry, mark your speedometer’s reading in the margin of the page. As you travel, you can then ascertain your location at any time by adding the mileage entry in this book to your own speedometer reading. If your speedometer has a “trip” dial which you can set, this is best, but most late cars no longer have this useful device. Remember, however, that all speedometers differ slightly, and it may be necessary to correct your record from time to time. Follow these instructions carefully, and after traveling a few miles you will find this Guide Book easy to use.


  DATA ON TOWNS. Wherever the information could be secured from official sources, the altitude and 1940 population figures for each town have been included. In most towns, at least one garage is listed by name. This is merely to inform you (a) that a garage exists in that town, and (b) to enable you to telephone a garage in case of emergency. This is not an endorsement or guarantee of these garages or their work. However, most of the better garages have been included, according to local reputation.


  In the description of nearly all towns, some information is included on the facilities available. Motorists want to know if there are cafes, stores, gas stations, hotels, tourist courts, trailer camps, etc., available. To some extent, this can be judged by the population figures: the larger the town, the more complete are its accommodations. In smaller towns, the facilities available are specifically described, and any omission in the description generally indicates a lack of the facility in the town described.


  LARGE CITIES. The major cities on US 66 are: Chicago, Springfield, Ill.; Saint Louis; Springfield, Mo.; Joplin, Mo.; Tulsa, Okla.; Oklahoma City; Amarillo, Texas; Albuquerque, New Mexico; and Los Angeles. On each of these metropolitan centers, a separate guide book larger than this could be published. This Guide Book is primarily a guide to the regions between large centers. Hence only the salient facts about these large cities are given. If you plan a stay in any of these centers, any major gas station can supply you with a large map of the city, and the Chamber of Commerce will furnish local folders on points of interest.


  LODGINGS. It would be ideal if each tourist court and hotel could be listed in detail, with its size, rates, type of accommodations, and rating of quality. However, in view of the unsettled condition in this immediate post-war period, any such detailed listing might change quickly. Furthermore, such listings should be complete and impartial. Perhaps in the next edition, such complete data can be included. In the meantime, the best that can be done is to give a good indication regarding such accommodations.


  In spite of the housing shortage, there are still accommodations for tourists—if you do not wait until too late in the day to secure lodgings. The best idea is to plan to stop before 6:00 P. M., earlier if possible, and locate lodgings promptly. Don’t wait until after the evening meal—get your cabin or hotel room first, then eat.


  ROAD CONDITIONS. The entire highway from Chicago to Los Angeles is well paved and passable. War-worn stretches of pavement are being repaired wherever pitted. Snow comes early and lingers late in stretches between Amarillo, Texas, and Kingman, Arizona, so inquire about road conditions ahead at gas stations when driving during November through March. In case of snow, plows clear the road quickly, but ice on mountain grades is a problem at night.


  A FEW SMALL TIPS WHICH MEAN BIG COMFORTS


  DON’T WORRY! A trip is no fun if worry sits at the wheel, even if this worry is not voiced to others in the car. So—first of all—rest assured that you’re not going to be “hung up” in some forsaken spot. You’ll never be more than a score of miles from gas, even in the most desolate areas. There are no impossible grades.


  CHECK YOUR EQUIPMENT. Be sure you have your auto jack. A short piece of wide, flat board on which to rest the jack in sandy soil is a sweat-preventer. Include a steel towrope, tire tools, tire patches, tire pump, and tire chains. Carry a spare gallon of gas and spare water in the desert areas. Throw a can or two of motor oil in the rear compartment, too. One of those war-surplus foxhole shovels takes little space and may come in very handy. Put new batteries and a new bulb in your flashlight.


  Carry a container of drinking water, which becomes a vital necessity as you enter the deserts. For chilly nights and early mornings, you’ll find a camp blanket or auto robe useful—and it comes in handy if you find inadequate bedding in a tourist cabin. Don’t forget sunglasses for each member of the party. An auto altimeter and auto compass add to the fun of driving, although they are not essential.


  You probably won’t use all of this stuff, but an hour spent in assembling it before you leave will give you peace of mind, and may save you half a day of discomfort if something does happen. Hardly a month goes by that some motorist does not die who would have lived if he had such equipment.


  DOCUMENTS. Be sure you have your driver’s license, and it is also wise to carry proof of ownership of your car. If you plan to make a side trip into Canada or Mexico, you’ll need some evidence of
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A mile-by-mile complete handbook on
how to get the most fun from your trip.
Full data on towns, historic spots, &
highway facts: roads, hills, & garages.
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