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Prologue

 


The Bible is an amazing book. It
records the history of humanity from his origins in the Garden of
Eden to his ultimate destiny in the future. It foretells specific
details about how the world as we know it will come to a dramatic
and cataclysmic end and then be made new again by God Himself. For
thousands of years, the Bible has been read and studied by men and
women who have put forth their own interpretation of what they
believed the Bible says concerning the last days. While no one has
debated the fact that the Bible contains these prophecies, there
has been much disagreement concerning the interpretation of key
passages and the order of specific end-time events. This book
presents a uniquely simple approach to this dilemma. I believe that
after you have read it, you will see clearly and decisively that
the Bible presents a clear and unmistakable order of end-time
events which detail the last days of humanity. I believe that many
of the questions that you may have had about the last days will be
answered, and you will come away with a deeper respect for the Word
of the living God than ever before. May God open the eyes of your
understanding as you read and study His Word.

When I began my own intensive study
of end-times events, I did not set out with the intention of
writing a book. It is the result of many months of in-depth study,
which I undertook for one purpose: to determine the timing of the
return of Christ to take His followers to heaven—an event commonly
referred to in Christian circles as the Rapture. Ultimately, I came
away with the answer to that original question and much more
information concerning what the Bible says about the last days of
this world. Part I of this book is, in many ways, a chronicle of
that journey. Part II is a critical analysis of Preterism, which is
a particular view concerning the end-times, and Part III is an
analysis of the book The Rapture
by Tim LaHaye, a leading proponent of the
Pre-Tribulation Rapture theory.

 


Author’s note: You are reading the second publication of this work. Between
the first and second publications, the work has undergone a name
change, and Tim LaHaye—whose work I have referenced repeatedly
throughout this work—has passed to his eternal reward. That said, I
did not re-edit the manuscript to account for his passing,
attempting to avoid a major re-edit, so you will find I refer to
Mr. LaHaye as if he were still alive throughout this
work.


 


Chapter 1 – The beginning of my journey

 


For those of you who do not know what the
Rapture is, it is a word that is used to describe the return of
Christ Jesus to the Earth to gather all Christians, both dead and
living, to Himself. The dead Christians will be raised to life
again and, along with those Christians already alive, will be
carried to heaven to live with God for eternity. This is a plain
and indisputable fact as recorded in numerous passages of scripture
in the Holy Bible. What many people are not so certain about is
when exactly this event takes place in relation to other end-time
events. The concern of people on all sides of this issue arises
because of the catastrophic events that surround the Rapture event.
This is one reason that determining the timing of the Rapture is an
emotionally charged and divisive issue for many a believer. What
should be a source of great hope and rejoicing has become a source
of division among believers, and this should not be so. This is one
of the reasons that I undertook the task of writing this
book.

I can remember seeing the
movie Like a Thief in the Night
many times as a young boy. In the movie, all of
the Christians mysteriously disappeared from the Earth before the
Great Tribulation began, which signaled the end of life on Earth as
we know it. When I grew up and read the prophecies concerning the
end-times myself, I either did not recognize the prophecies as
relating to the end-times or was too confused to make heads or
tails concerning what I read. That said, I would consider that most
of my life, I have been a Pre-Tribulationist by default (A
Pre-Tribulationist is someone who believes that Jesus will return
for all Christians before the Great Tribulation begins). I could
not have given a good defense of my position, but that is what I
was presented with, so that is what I tended to believe. I believe
that many believers in the body of Christ fall into this category
of ‘belief by default’ no matter which side they support on this
issue.

For much of my adult life, I have
never really concerned myself with when the Rapture would take
place. I have wondered at times why there was a controversy over
the issue about when the Rapture would take place, but I had never
really entered the debate or done any study on it myself. Then one
day, all of this began changing in my life. It was September 11,
2001 – the day that the World Trade Center Towers and the Pentagon
were bombed by terrorists. I don’t think that anyone on Earth who saw
what happened that day will ever forget it. Beginning with the
horrific events of that day my thoughts began turning more and more
frequently to what the Bible says about the end-times.

By the summer of 2002, I was at a
point where I wanted to know more about the end-times for myself.
One of the things that I did was to read Hal Lindsey’s book
Apocalypse Code. It was
an amazing read and does a good job of connecting many of the
events mentioned in the book of Revelation with current events and
possibilities for the future. I noticed that throughout the book,
Hal kept referring to the removal of the Christians from the Earth
prior to the Tribulation. This is a viewpoint that is commonly
referred to as the Pre-Tribulation Rapture. As I read the book, I
could certainly see the benefit of a pre-tribulation Rapture in
order to avoid all of the horrible things that Hal was talking
about. The book, however, did not cover in detail the scriptures
from which this view was taken. I was aware that there were several
opinions concerning what the Bible says about when the Rapture
takes place, so I decided at that point that I had to settle the
matter in my mind and spirit for myself. And that is when and how
my journey to find out the truth about what the Bible teaches about
the Rapture really began.

 


The start of my search

 


I began by reading Matthew 24, often referred
to as the ‘Olivet Discourse’, in order to let the scriptures be
readily in my mind as I took the next step. The next step I took
was to research the various Rapture theories on the internet. Upon
doing this, I quickly became aware that there is much left to be
desired in the research that I came across on all sides of the
issue. Many of the sites and articles based their beliefs upon
unstable and far-fetched contortions of scripture. Some wrote
lengthy passages supporting their particular viewpoint using their
own un-logical reasoning and supported it with historical data
rather than the scriptures. Others picked out the scriptures that
they believed supported their viewpoint while leaving out those
that didn’t. Some also did little to veil their contempt for what
they believed was the obviously lame interpretation and unsound
reasoning of those who held an opposing view.

After evaluating an equal number of websites
and articles of both the Pre-tribulationist and Post-tribulationist
camps, I was convinced by neither side that their view was the
correct one. I began to wonder if it was a lost cause for a true
seeker to determine what God had actually intended for these last
days. It was at that point that I did what I should have done in
the first place. If God’s viewpoint is what you want and ALL that
you want, apart from any man’s interpretation, then the only place
you can go to get that is the BIBLE.

So that is what I determined to do. I went
through the articles and sites that I had studied up to that point
and compiled a list of Bible references. I then made a
determination that eventually, as you will see by the end of this
book, guided me through all of the conjecture, myth, supposition,
and bad scholarship to the ultimate truth concerning the end-times
and the Rapture. The determination that I made was that I would
read and study these scriptures for myself, praying for the guiding
light of the Holy Spirit, and write down all of the facts that I
could prove from scripture alone with a bare minimum of
interpretation on my part. These facts, I determined, would be what
I would profess to believe about the end-times and the Rapture and
nothing else. I was fully prepared to come away from my study with
the conclusion that the Bible did not teach conclusively one
position or another concerning when the Rapture would take place.
In short, I became a seeker of the truth from the only source that
can offer absolute truth with no false interpretation or hidden
agendas – the Word of God.

I can honestly say that I did not have a
preference at that point which conclusion the Bible led me to. All
I wanted to know was the TRUTH, and if the TRUTH of the Bible was
inconclusive concerning the timing of the Rapture, then I would
gladly live in the knowledge that I had found in the Bible and
cease to be concerned with when it would take place. It was at that
point that I quickly began to discover the truth (2 Timothy
2:15).

 


Study the Scriptures

 


The following is a list of most of the major
Bible passages that I studied during this process:

 



	
Daniel 9:20-27



	
Daniel Chapters 11-12



	
Matthew Chapters 24-25



	
Mark Chapter 13



	
Luke Chapter 21



	
1 Thessalonians 1:9-10; 4:13 – 5:11



	
2 Thessalonians 2:1-12



	
2 Peter 2:4-9



	
The entire book of Revelation





 


This is not, by any means, a comprehensive
list of all end-time scriptures. However, these passages are
central to any thorough discussion of the last days/end-times. With
an understanding of what these scriptures teach, a clear picture
emerges concerning the timing of crucial last-day events and what
exactly those events are.

My approach, as I have previously
stated, was simple. Read the scriptures over and over again,
meditate on the passages and pray for guidance. Once I had done
this, my goal was to write down the relevant facts from each
passage that had a bearing on the end-times Rapture. These facts
had to be obvious, not open to conjecture or inconclusive
interpretation. Once I had these facts, I would base my conclusions
on them alone and nothing else. I would not rely on
man’s various
interpretations, though they are many and not without merit. I
would let the Bible speak for itself. If, at that point, I could
not determine the timing of the Rapture, I would be content that
God did not want me to know. Pre-trib or Post-trib, I didn’t care,
I was weary of not knowing for sure for myself, and I wanted the
TRUTH, regardless of where it led me.

One point I would like to make here is that
many of the people whose works I studied often reference historical
evidence in order to make their case for or against a particular
view. Additionally, they often resort to interpretive gymnastics
concerning the scriptures, which twist the intent of the original
passages beyond recognition in order to support their viewpoint.
When I studied these authors, it appeared to me that they were
either a) more interested in proving a particular viewpoint than in
finding the truth or b) swayed more by the opinions of man than by
the plain and obvious teachings of scripture. Either of these
positions is a dangerous road to take that will ultimately lead one
down the path of deceit and error.

 


A primer in Biblical
interpretation

 


There are some basic principles that I used to
guide me in the interpretation of the scriptures and which I would
encourage any serious Bible student to adopt:

 


Principle #1: Interpret the
scriptures literally unless there is a clear reason in the
scriptures to do otherwise.

 


This general rule essentially means that when
the Bible uses a word such as ‘day’, it means a twenty-four-hour
day, not a longer period of time. When the Bible talks about 1/3 of
the Earth’s water being poisoned, it means exactly that and not
that 1/3 of the Earth’s spiritual leaders will become evil or some
other symbolic interpretation. Exceptions to this rule need to be
based upon strong scriptural evidence.

Perhaps the translation that you
are studying translates a Greek word, which actually means
‘era’ or ‘epoch’
as the word ‘day’. This would simply be a case of
determining the correct definition of the original word being used
and not a case in which a figurative interpretation should be
employed. On the other hand, figurative language is often used in
the scriptures, such as in the following case:

 


ISA 5:1
I will sing for the one I love a song about his
vineyard:

My loved one had a vineyard on a
fertile hillside.

 


ISA 5:2
He dug it up and cleared it of stones and planted
it with the choicest vines. He built a watchtower in it and cut out
a winepress as well. Then he looked for a crop of good grapes, but
it yielded only bad fruit.

 


Using the aforementioned principle, you would
expect that this passage is talking about a vineyard, just as it
says that it is. However, later in the same chapter we see the
following verse:

 


ISA 5:7
The vineyard of the LORD Almighty is the house of
Israel, and the men of Judah are the garden of his delight. And he
looked for justice, but saw bloodshed; for righteousness, but heard
cries of distress.

 


In this case, we can confidently state that
the preceding verses, which speak of a vineyard, are to be
interpreted figuratively as referring to the ‘house of Israel and
the men of Judah’. To interpret these verses as referring to the
Assyrians would not be accurate, neither would it be accurate to
say that God was simply giving gardening tips to Isaiah.

 


Principle #2: Understand the
difference between literal and symbolic interpretation and how and
when to apply each.

 




The Apostle Paul makes the following statement
concerning applying the scriptures to our everyday
lives:

 


All Scripture is God-breathed and
is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in
righteousness, 17
so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped
for every good work. (2 Timothy 3:16-17)

 


The Bible is well known for using symbolism
and allegory. I believe that it is safe to say that the lines have
become blurred in many people’s minds concerning when the Bible is
speaking literally and when it is using symbolism or allegory to
convey its message. There is perhaps no greater example of this
than the multitude of end-time theories that have arisen, each
following a different path while each supposedly offers the
‘correct’ interpretation of scripture.

This book is not a book about scriptural
exegesis. That is a lengthy topic, which would take a book-length
work to discuss in and of itself. However, it is important that
you, the reader, understand that scripture cannot be interpreted
willy-nilly according to every whim of the interpreter. I have,
therefore, gone to great lengths within the pages of this book to
detail the evidence supporting the claims that I make concerning
certain interpretations. I pray that I have done my task well, for
it makes all the difference.

There is only one truth. There is
one correct interpretation of scripture, and there are many
incorrect interpretations that have their origins in the mind and
imagination of man or Satan. The difficulty at times of determining
the correct interpretation is by no means an excuse for sloppy
theology or for the acceptance of multiple conflicting
interpretations. The scriptures do say that a person should
“Study to show thyself approved unto God,
a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word
of truth.” (2 Timothy 2:15 KJV). If all parts of the Bible were
easy to interpret correctly, we would not be admonished to ‘study’
them.

 


Principle #3: Don’t make the Bible
say something that it does not say.

 


Jumping to conclusions in life can create much
trouble for anyone in life. So also, we can believe that the Bible
teaches something that it doesn’t when we jump to conclusions.
Let’s look at the following verse:

 


Thou shalt not kill. (Exodus 20:13
KJV)

 


In the past, many people have interpreted this
verse to mean that no one should ever kill another human being
under any circumstance. This viewpoint is the cause for many people
choosing the ‘conscientious objector’ clause to avoid combat duty
in the armed forces. However, in this case, this scripture has been
interpreted incorrectly.

First of all, the word which the
King James translators translated as ‘kill’ does not simply mean
‘kill’ but rather
‘murder’ (See Enhanced Strong’s
Lexicon, word #7523). To attempt to use
this verse to justify not defending yourself, your family, or your
country is quite simply an attempt at making the Bible say
something that it does not say. The Bible did not mean, ‘You shall
not defend yourself’, but rather, ‘You shall not murder’, as this
scripture is more correctly translated in the New International
Version of the Bible (Exodus 20:13 NIV). You can see that there is
a big difference between what many people believe this verse says
and what it actually does say. Don’t fall into this trap when
interpreting the Bible. Do your homework and listen to God’s Spirit
instead.

With these simple rules in mind,
let’s take a look
at each passage independently and state the truths that we find in
each. I do not re-print the passages in their entirety in the
subsequent chapters, so I encourage you to read them in their
entirety prior to proceeding.


Chapter 2 – What does the Bible
say?


 


In this chapter I am going to
analyze the passages previously mentioned from Daniel, Matthew,
Mark, Luke, and Second Peter. In chapter 3, I will tackle the
entire book of the Revelation of Jesus Christ. And to conclude the
initial scriptural analysis, in chapter 4, I will examine what are
arguably the most controversial scriptures concerning the timing of
the Rapture event, which are found in First and Second
Thessalonians.

 


Daniel 9:25-27

 


25 "Know and understand this: From the issuing of the decree to
restore and rebuild Jerusalem until the Anointed One, the ruler,
comes, there will be seven `sevens,' and sixty-two `sevens.' It
will be rebuilt with streets and a trench, but in times of
trouble. 26 After the sixty-two `sevens,' the Anointed One will be cut off
and will have nothing. The people of the ruler who will come will
destroy the city and the sanctuary. The end will come like a flood:
War will continue until the end, and desolations have been
decreed. 27 He will confirm a covenant with many for one `seven.' In the
middle of the `seven' he will put an end to sacrifice and offering.
And on a wing of the temple he will set up an abomination that
causes desolation, until the end that is decreed is poured out on
him. "

 


In discerning the truths of this
passage, we must first understand the following facts:

 



	
The ‘sevens’ referred to in this
passage are periods of seven years
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