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Team History: Inception and Early Years
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●  The Colorado Rockies were established in 1991 and began playing in 1993.

●  The Rockies played their first two seasons (1993-1994) at Mile High Stadium.

●  The team's name, "Rockies," was chosen because of its association with the Rocky Mountains.

●  In their inaugural season, the Rockies drew more than 4.5 million fans.

●  Dante Bichette hit the Rockies' first-ever home run.

●  The Rockies achieved their first-ever win against the Montreal Expos.

●  Colorado's expansion counterpart was the Florida Marlins (now Miami Marlins).

●  Despite being new to the league, the Rockies were second in the NL West in their third season.

●  The Rockies were the first National League team to have a purple color in their uniforms.

●  The "Blake Street Bombers" was a term used to describe the team's powerful lineup in the mid-90s, including Bichette, Galarraga, Castilla, and Walker.

●  Rockies' first All-Star was outfielder Dante Bichette in 1994.

●  In 1995, the Rockies made the postseason faster than any other expansion team of the 20th century.

●  They were part of the "wild card" system introduced to MLB playoffs in 1994.

●  In the early years, the Rockies struggled on the road due to the altitude difference.

●  Eric Young hit the first-ever home run at Coors Field.

●  By their third year, the Rockies boasted four players with 30+ home runs in a season.

●  Their attendance record in the first season was the highest for a first-year team.

●  In 1993, the Rockies set a single-game attendance record with 80,227 fans.

●  Walt Weiss was the Rockies' first rookie sensation, finishing second in Rookie of the Year voting.

●  Rockies' first closer was Darren Holmes.

●  The Rockies posted a .414 winning percentage in their inaugural year.

●  Colorado signed its first big free agent, Bill Swift, in 1995.

●  The Rockies' first postseason game was played against the Atlanta Braves.

●  David Nied was the Rockies' first-ever draft pick.

●  The 1993 Rockies finished sixth in the National League in home runs.

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Team Mascot: Origins and Evolution
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●  Dinger is the Rockies' official mascot, a purple triceratops.

●  The idea of a dinosaur mascot was inspired by a dinosaur fossil found during Coors Field's construction.

●  Dinger made his debut on Opening Day in 1994.

●  Over the years, Dinger's appearance has been slightly modified, including changes to his jersey and coloration.

●  Dinger is known for his playful antics, especially with the kids during games.

●  The triceratops fossil found during the ballpark's construction was from the Cretaceous period.

●  Dinger's "hatching" was portrayed in a skit during the 1994 season, signifying his debut.

●  The mascot's name plays on the baseball term for a home run: "dinger."

●  Dinger's birthday is celebrated at Coors Field every year, usually in early August.

●  The mascot often participates in community events and charitable causes representing the Rockies.

●  Dinger has his special perch in the outfield from where he cheers and interacts with fans.

●  Dinger has a "bobblehead" day dedicated to him, a fan favorite.

●  Many fans, especially kids, wear Dinger-themed merchandise during games.

●  Dinger is often seen dancing on the dugout between innings.

●  The mascot often participates in races and other on-field entertainment.

●  Dinger was once "kidnapped" as part of a playful prank by some Rockies players.

●  Many visiting players, especially rookies, are teased or pranked by Dinger.

●  Dinger's official jersey number is "00."

●  The Rockies sell plush versions of Dinger that are especially popular with young fans.

●  Dinger often "photo-bombs" television interviews in the dugout or on the field.

●  The mascot has appeared in several Colorado-based events and parades outside of baseball.

●  Rockies' staff sometimes playfully blame Dinger for distracting opposing pitchers.

●  Dinger's antics have made local and national sports news highlights.

●  Rockies players often involve Dinger in their charity events and initiatives.

●  Over the years, Dinger has become one of the most recognizable mascots in MLB.
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