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Sergey Os

“When you look at the world —
the world begins looking at itself through your eyes.”
— from the archive of the DARPA / ECHO project, fragment of Report No. 47
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Prologue
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“Failure #1”

At first, it was a sound.

Short, like a breath between lines — a dull click in the airwaves that did not belong to any radio frequency.

A flat line stood on the monitor, but behind it — something seemed to move, like a shadow stirring.

Later Viktor would understand:
at that moment, the world tried to preserve itself.
The recording reached him by accident — among gigabytes of archives sent by an anonymous source marked:

DARPA / OBSERVER / ECHO-Δ7

He listened to the fragment again and again until he noticed the most important thing — at the 03:14 mark, a human phrase appeared in the spectrogram:

“Version mismatch.”

A week later, the satellite LignoSat-B stopped responding.

Two weeks later, one of the witnesses disappeared from his own apartment, leaving behind only a mirror-inverted shadow on the wall.

And a month later Viktor realized that all of this was not a chain of coincidences.

It was the debugging of the world.
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Part I. Real Coincidences
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Chapter 1. The Utah Monolith

When pilots discovered a metallic monolith in the Utah desert in November 2020, the world treated it as an amusing coincidence. Some remembered Kubrick, others joked about “alien art.”

But journalist Viktor Kuznetsov noticed a detail nobody discussed:
the monolith did not stand merely among the rocks — it stood exactly at the intersection of two forgotten satellite routes used for NASA mission imaging in the 1970s.
A week later, the monolith disappeared.

The official footage showed nothing.

But Viktor found a satellite image taken the day before, where beside it stood a black shadow — a second slab, like a reflection of the first, directed toward the north.

Three years later, when an unidentified object was raised from the depths of the Pacific Ocean — a smooth metallic plate with the same proportions — he already knew it was not a coincidence.

The file about it disappeared from the agency’s website six hours later.

But a backup copy remained on his old hard drive.

“If this is a joke, then its author is half a century ahead of us,”
he wrote in his diary.
“But who finds it funny when a joke changes the geometry of the planet?”
Chapter 2. The Messenger Fish

February 2022.

In Tasmania, a gigantic ocean fish — a rare oarfish the size of a car — washes ashore.

The news spreads across the world, but in one frame filmed by a local blogger, Viktor notices something strange:
lines arranged on the sand beside the fish, like a geometric pattern.
He forwards the frame to an oceanographer he knows.

Two days later, the man replies:

“This is not just a pattern.
These are geocodes.
Coordinates of points in the Pacific Ocean, at a depth of more than 4 kilometers.”
A month later, a series of seismic tremors is recorded at the same coordinates.

Scientists call it “volcanic activity.”

But one of the sensors transmits a strange signal — a short radio sequence resembling Morse code:

... . . / . .... -—/ . -.——-

The decoding produces the phrase:

“SEE EHO EYO”

—which can be interpreted as:

“See the echo.”

For the first time, Alexander pronounces this phrase aloud:

Echo of the Impossible.

From that moment on, his life begins to unravel like magnetic tape.

Chapter 3. The Voice from the Depths of the Internet

Spring 2023.

Late at night, while browsing little-known podcasts, he stumbles upon a broadcast called “The World After Midnight.”

The host is a synthesized voice, without intonations.

The topics are “future news.”

An example episode from April 14:

“On the evening of April 19, the disappearance of a passenger aircraft was observed over the Atlantic. Twelve minutes later, the aircraft reappeared on radar one thousand kilometers to the east. None of the passengers noticed the loss of time.”

Alexander checks the fact — and finds nothing.

But on April 19, the news appears on CNN.

With the same words.
At the same time.
He listens to the following episodes.

And with horror realizes:
everything this voice says comes true.
The news first appears in the podcast —
then happens in reality.
He writes in the comments:

“Who are you? Where do you get your information?”

A minute later he receives a reply, a single line:

“We simply read the draft of the world.”
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Part II. The Factory of Reality

[image: ]


Chapter 4. Archive N109

Viktor Kuznetsov did not believe in conspiracies.

For ten years he wrote about science — carefully, without sensations, without conspiracy theories. But after the news from the podcast “The World After Midnight” began coming true, he had no choice left:
either accept that the world had gone mad,
or admit that someone was controlling the course of events.
He began with something simple:
to check who owned the servers where the podcast was hosted.
The IP trace led to an unnamed data center in Nevada.

But there was no website there. No company.

Only a short designation:

DARPA N109.

At first Viktor thought it was a mistake.

DARPA was the American Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency.

But N109 was not a project number —
it was an internal identifier for systems of experimental probability simulation used within the framework of the program MetaverseDefense 2030.
From a fragment of a declassified DARPA report:

Project N109 “ECHO”
Objective: development of a system for correcting informational chains in the media space for the purpose of controlling probabilistic outcomes.
Mechanism: generation of future news inside closed networks, followed by induction of events through mass attention.
Result: statistically reliable coincidence between simulated and actual events recorded (correlation coefficient 0.78).
Status: temporarily frozen.
Note: the effect of “informational resonance” requires further study.
This line would not leave Viktor’s mind:

“informational resonance.”

He remembered that in physics, resonance is when a weak signal can destroy a massive structure if it matches its frequency.

And what if this were applied to society?

If the necessary news —
even fake news —
“enters resonance” with collective expectation,
and the world itself adjusts to it?
Fact for contrast (real event):

In 2017 DARPA действительно launched the program “SocialSim” — modeling the behavior of social networks and the influence of information on public perception.

The program was officially used for the analysis of fake news.

But Viktor realized that someone had continued it in secret —
and named the new system ECHO.
He sent requests to several American universities, mentioning N109.

A day later, his email account was blocked.

Two days later, he received an ordinary letter without a return address.

Inside —
a flash drive and a sheet of paper with a single inscription:
“If you want to understand how the factory of reality works — begin with the date that does not exist.”

There were eight files on the flash drive.

One of them was called:

2028-02-29.log

Chapter 5. The Epidemic of Forgetting

The file would not open in any program.

When Viktor tried to launch it in a text editor, the screen flickered and the computer froze.

After rebooting, the browser began showing strange news —
as if from a parallel version of the internet:
“The 2028 Olympic Games began one day earlier due to a calendar malfunction.”
“DARPA officially denies the existence of the ‘Echo Field.’”
“NASA reports: the date February 29, 2028 has been removed from all internal calendars.”
He thought it was a virus.

But when he called a colleague in Moscow, the man answered:

“What are you talking about, Vitya?
2028 hasn’t happened yet.”
Nobody else saw those news reports.

And then Viktor understood:
his memory




Chapter 6. The Wooden Satellite








Official reference (real fact):
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