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Truthfully, the first “eel” I encountered –
or thought I encountered – was a Kuhli Loach, a whole little pack
of them, in fact, that my father brought home from the fish store.
I was a late-in-life child, so my parents worked extra hard at
making sure they did all the proper “kid” things with me. This
included setting up an aquarium.

Of course, my Dad had difficulty with the
term “small scale.” Yes, we began with a nice little 10 gallon /
37.85 liter tank and within a matter of months had graduated to 120
gallons / 454.25 liters.

With his typical enthusiasm for projects, Dad
acquired reference materials, studied water quality, pondered the
merits of various filtration systems, and took to population
management like an aquatic prison warden.

He archly warned Mother that her insistence
on buying an angelfish was a mistake and when Neon Tetras started
disappearing daily, he was proven correct.

The Kuhli Loaches, along with several large
snails, were part and parcel of his “tank cleaning crew” plan. In
the end, I think he and I enjoyed watching the snails and the
“eels” more than the fish.

Kuhli Loaches love to hide, so more and more
tank decorations were added for their specific use, including a
tower with windows and passageways into which they would wedge
their elongated bodies. They were, frankly, just plain fun and I
can recall coming home from school in the afternoon and looking
forward to seeing them each day.

I don’t know if my parents intended the
aquarium to be as educational as it was, or if they were just
seeking to divert my all-too-active mind, but I never forgot the
Kuhli Loaches, which are, technically, “eel-like” fish.

As I was researching this book, selecting
species of eels to profile was difficult. The inclusion of some
creatures, like the Saltwater Morays, was obvious, but it seemed
that every time I thought my list was done, I’d run across another
type of eel that someone, somewhere acquired and put in a tank.

I don’t pretend that the creatures I discuss
here are all the eels that can be kept in an aquarium environment.
I have tried to cover the ones you are most likely to encounter,
including some creatures that, though rare, can still be
purchased.

Clearly eels are of high-interest value in a
tank, but almost all present specific husbandry challenges. Most of
the largest eels are carnivores and cannot be used in reef tanks,
but even the benign Spotted Garden Eel is a real estate hog,
requiring 1 square foot / 0.09 square meter of open sandy substrate
per eel.

In addition to profiling various types of
eels, I also provide an overview of considerations necessary to
creating an underwater environment. For experienced aquarists, this
information may not be as relevant, but if you are thinking of
starting a tank for the express purpose of raising eels, you must
understand that it’s not just a matter of throwing some fish in a
glass box full of water.

For one thing, have you even considered the
issue of volume as it translates to weight? A 180-gallon /
681.37-liter tank weighs 1,440 lbs. / 653.17 kg. You’re not going
to just plunk that down anywhere in your house.

My intent here is to introduce you to the
world of aquarium eels and to the basic requirements of designing
an environment for them. Once you know the type of eel in which you
are interested, you should be able to easily determine the
equipment to acquire and install.

I strongly urge you to find a community of
fellow enthusiasts as a resource. Having a mentor or mentors in the
aquarium hobby is greatly to your advantage. There are many
including:

• Monster Fish Keepers at www.monsterfishkeepers.com

• The Reef Tank at www.thereeftank.com

• The Age of Aquariums at www.aquahobby.com

• Fish Tank Forums at www.fishtankforums.com

• Tropical Fish Keeping at www.tropicalfishkeeping.com

Connecting with people actively keeping eels
and other large fish and learning from their experience will
greatly increase your chances of successfully raising these
beautiful and exotic animals.

Regardless of the scale on which you keep
true eels or eel-like fish, these creatures, with their snake-like
bodies and unusual behaviors add visual appeal and high interest to
any tank and are thus, some of the most popular species in the
hobby.
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 Chapter
1 – Understanding Aquarium “Eels”


The long, snake-like fish kept by enthusiasts
in both fresh and saltwater aquariums that are commonly referred to
as “eels” may be true eels from the order of Anuilliformes,
or any one of a number of “eel-like” fishes.
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Anuilliformes are elongated fish. They
include members of the family Anguillidae like the American
Eel and the European Eel, or those found in the family
Moringuidae like Worm Eels and Spaghetti Eels.

Spiny Eels, however, are actually “eel-like”
fish. They belong to the Mastacembelidae family. Even the
well-known Electric Eel (Electrophorus electricus) is
actually a Naked-Backed Knifefish (family Gymnotidae.) And
Rubber Eels aren’t eels or fish, but amphibiains!

Basically, just because it looks like
an eel, doesn’t mean it actually is an eel.


Characteristics of True Eels

All true eels have a laundry list of readily
identifiable characteristics including:

• elongated bodies

• a snake-like appearance

• no pelvic fins

• no pectoral fins

• no gill cover openings

• no scales

• continuous dorsal and anal fins

• locomotion via flowing, undulating strokes

• mucous covering for protection against
abrasions

Moray eels, in particular, have lateral line
pores on their heads. This allows them to hide in crevices and
caves with just their heads sticking out while still being able to
sense movement in the surrounding water.

In many cases the creatures characterized as
“eel-like” fish have none of these special adaptions, but they do
have elongated bodies. Because making these distinctions can be
very difficult for all but the experts, I am choosing to go with
more simplified language.

Using the
Term “Eel”

For the purposes of this text, I will discuss
“aquarium eels” as a group of eels, fishes, and even amphibians
that share the common characteristic of having long, snake-like
bodies. These creatures may live in salt or fresh water. Most
consume similar diets, and are intelligent fish with a penchant for
staging escapes.

If there is one rule of thumb with which to
begin your interest in keeping eels it is this: cover your tank, tightly!

The following chapters will provide
descriptions of the most popular eels kept by aquarists and look at
specialized aspect of their husbandry including the design of
tunnels and hiding spaces.

While this book is not intended as a “how to”
aquarium book per se, I think it’s important to provide an overview
of some of this material, especially for those readers still
sitting on the fence about whether or not to take up this
pastime.

Be forewarned. Designing and keeping an
underwater environment, especially one you have created around a
showcase species like a prized eel, can be an all-consuming passion
– and an expensive one.

Many of these eels require huge tanks, so
large in fact that you may even find yourself reinforcing the
floors in your house to accommodate the weight of the water.

For this reason, many eel enthusiasts are
forced to dial back their expectations and settle for incorporating
smaller “eel like” fish in their tanks. This does not have to be
seen as a compromise, however, as many of these creatures



Buying
Aquarium Eels






cover.jpg
Eels
As Pets

A Complete Guide

Where to buy, species,
aquarium, supplies, diet, care,
tank setup, and more!

Lolly Brown





tmp_9958c0de17ffe32454a49f6e8e35b8c5_s8zw0X_html_m4c64fe14.jpg





