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        Parker

      

      

      
      I slam the puck past my fellow teammate who's currently serving as the goalie in our practice session. He throws his head back and groans dramatically at his failure to block my puck.

      The other forwards cheer at my victory.

      I play right wing for our hockey team, and I'm damn good at what I do. I'm not being cocky, but hockey is in my blood. I don't know what I would be doing if I didn't play.

      “Don't worry. I'll get you next time.” The goalie points at me with his hockey stick, and I just smile.

      The coach blows his whistle and gets all of our attention. He runs down a few more essentials of our plays before calling it a day and telling us to hit the showers. I'm just getting ready to turn and do as he says when I'm stopped in my tracks by movement from the side door. The skin on the back of my neck prickles, and I turn to get a full view of the most beautiful little brunette I've ever seen.

      Her dark brown locks hang down past her shoulders in luscious curls. I can see from all the way over here that her eyes are a startling hazel.

      I can't stop staring at her.

      My mouth is suddenly dry, and it feels like my heart rate has ticked up ten beats.

      She gets closer, and I get a better look at those luminous hazel eyes framed by thick, dark lashes.

      She doesn't look like she's wearing a ton of makeup, yet she has some sort of cherry red gloss on her puffy lips—they’re the kind of lips a man dreams about having wrapped around his cock.

      I feel myself stiffening in my pants.

      “Dude,” my teammate gets my attention. “Come on.”

      I hear him, yet I can't turn my eyes away from the beautiful brunette striding over to the coach.

      I grab my teammate by the arm and nod over to her. “Who the fuck is that?”

      He glances over at her, his brow furrowing. “That's Coach Berry's daughter.” My teammate gives me a quizzical look.

      “He has a daughter?” My stomach sinks.

      “Yeah, man, everyone knows…” my teammate says before his eyes widen in comprehension. He shakes his head and lets out a low whistle. “Look, man, I wouldn't even try it. Sure, she's beautiful, but she's the coach's daughter. If something didn't work out, we can't afford to lose our best right winger.”

      I hear what he's saying, and I comprehend the words, but I'm not processing them the way he wants me to because everything in my body is screaming that I don't give a fuck if I lose my career over this. I have to speak to this tiny angel.

      I hand my hockey stick to my befuddled teammate before I start striding over to the girl who's already in a heated conversation with her dad.

      “Look, I don't have time for this,” he's telling her in exasperation. “Get off my back, Peyton.”

      “Peyton” I repeat her name.

      Both Coach and the beauty turn to me simultaneously. “Parker,” the coach thrusts his chin at me. “You need something, son?”

      I shake my head and go for nonchalance. “Naw, just heard this was your daughter and thought I'd come over and introduce myself.”

      The coach beams at me approvingly as he introduces us, “Peyton, this is my best right winger, Parker Jones. Parker, my daughter, Peyton.”

      Peyton crosses her little arms over her chest and eyes me up and down critically. Her gaze is cutting and would normally convince me that whatever she sees leaves her lacking, but I see the slight flush that tinges her cheeks when her eyes meet mine.

      I can’t stop the grin that breaks across my face. “Are you a fan of the sport?” I ask her. When she doesn’t answer, I go on, “You must be with the best coach in the world as your father.”

      Coach Berry beams at me appreciatively.

      Peyton scowls, though, before she hisses, “Sports are ridiculous, especially one as stupid as hockey.”

      With that, she turns on her heel and stalks off the rink. I can't help but notice she's wearing a simple pair of jeans and a pink hoodie with tennis shoes, yet she somehow holds herself with the air of a girl in high heels.

      “You'll have to forgive my daughter,” Coach Berry apologizes for her. “She's not a fan of sports at all. Hates that my job demands so much of my time. Always has.”

      “Oh, it's okay, Coach.” I assure him, “No offense taken.”

      I can't stop staring after where Peyton has already walked out the door.

      No, there was definitely no offense taken because while her inexplicable hatred of sports was clear, that little blush that tinged her cheeks when our eyes met gave me hope.

      She can try to deny it all she wants, but I saw the flicker in her eyes when they met mine. It reflected the same emotion reverberating through my own chest. That same feeling that made my heart skip a beat.

      “Good practice today. I expect you to play like that in our game on Sunday,” Coach breaks me from my thoughts.

      “Yes, sir,” I tell him before I head to the locker room.

      I know my head should be in the game. I should be focused on our upcoming match, but the only thing I can think of now is the coach's daughter.

      I don't care if the other guys say it's bad practice to try to get with the coach's daughter or that she's off limits because there’s one thing I know for certain after one look into her pretty hazel eyes.

      Peyton Berry is mine.
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        * * *

      

      
        
        Peyton

      

      

      
      I'm pissed at myself because I can't stop thinking about the cocky hockey player from yesterday.

      Parker. My father's star forward.

      I could see the fatherly pride gleaming in my dad's eyes as he introduced his pet player. No doubt he regards Parker as the son he never had.

      What Parker doesn't know is that he's not so special. My dad does this every year. He has a player whom he singles out to be his favorite, and of course, it's usually the one who scores the most goals and makes my dad look like the best coach.

      There's nothing special about Parker. This is my dad's cycle.

      Never mind the fact that he has a daughter at home. All my dad cares about is hockey. So much so that it wrecked he and my mom's marriage. My dad's obsession with the sport is beyond extreme. Because of it, I had to grow up shuffling from one household to another, having two holidays—one with my mom and one with my dad. I had to put up with an asshole of a stepdad.

      I wouldn't have had to do any of that if my father knew how to juggle his career and his family.

      But hockey always came first. That's why I hate it. I hate all sports, actually. I've never been a sporty girl myself anyway.

      Sports have done nothing but rip my family apart, and I swore to myself that I would never ever get involved with anyone who played sports. Nothing good can come of it. Look at my mom and dad. Hockey ruined their marriage.

      That's why I hate myself for that little trip I feel in my heart every time I remember Parker's icy blue eyes and dark hair.

      Okay, so the guy is hot. So what? There are plenty of hot guys out there who don't play hockey.

      Why does my stupid heart want to flutter around in my chest like a timid little bird when it thinks of this hockey player?

      Maybe it was the way he looked at me. I don't know if anyone's ever looked at me that way before. I can't exactly describe what it was. Only that I can't get that look in his eyes out of my mind. It made me feel open and vulnerable—two things I'm not used to feeling.

      It's two days later, and he keeps coming into my mind.

      What pisses me off even more is when I go to sleep, I see those blue eyes of his in my dreams. I can't control my subconscious, but surely, I can control myself when I'm not asleep.

      So, I keep pushing him out of my mind as I readjust the chemicals in my chemistry set.

      I'm studying to be a scientist. Research has always been my jam, and I love experimenting with new things. Who knows? Maybe I'll be the one to find the cure to cancer or something one day.

      All I know is I've always been fascinated with discovering new things.

      My professor lets me stay after class and gives me special access to use the lab whenever I want to work on
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