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For my sister, Shaila.

I had to wait nine years for you, 

but you were definitely worth the wait. 

My sari sister, my secret-keeper sister, 

my everything sister. Love you. 

– A. R. R.

This book is for my big sister:

thank you for letting me steal your 

clothes for thirty years. – A. S.








Ruhi spins in her room, waiting for 

her sister. She and Kayra always start the 

weekend dancing. Just the two of them.








Everything’s ready – the 

music, the lights, the disco 

balls. But where’s Kayra?

Ruhi shimmies into the 

hallway. “Dance time!” 

she calls to her sister.

“I’m too old for that now.” 

Kayra shuts her door. 








“Morning, Ruhi.” 

Amma appears with 

a colourful box.

“Maybe later. Today is a big day for her.”

Amma and the box disappear into Kayra’s room. 

“Kayra won’t dance,” Ruhi says. 








Ruhi peeks under the doorway.

A big day?

She should be in there too.
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