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INTRODUCTION

Welcome to Battle Ready: The Little Guide to K-Pop Demon Hunters! Released in June 2025, the Korean American animated musical fantasy became an instant pop-culture phenomenon. Developed by Sony Pictures Animation, the Netflix original rapidly soda-popped its way to No. 1 in 41 countries during its debut week. It has broken all sorts of records since, including becoming the first Netflix film to surpass 300 million views in the first 90 days of its release, making it the most popular Netflix film of all time!

Set between South Korea and the demon underworld, the film follows the fictional K-pop girl group trio, HUNTR/X – composed of Rumi, Mira and Zoey – who moonlight as demon hunters, determined to protect the world. Using the power of music to keep the magical “Honmoon” barrier intact, they battle evil forces, including the rival demon boy band, the Saja Boys, led by the demon king, Gwi-Ma. However, all is not as it seems with Rumi, who carries another secret – she’s half-demon herself.

Blending Korean folklore, K-pop and action-packed demon hunting, the film celebrates Korean culture while exploring a range of relatable themes, including self-acceptance and the power of friendship while overcoming cultural pressures. It’s filled with visually captivating animation and an incredibly catchy, record-breaking soundtrack to boot! From viral TikTok dance challenges and well-known brand collaborations, to music covers, fanart and cosplays, K-Pop Demon Hunters has taken the world by storm.

This compact volume is packed with fan-favourite iconic quotes, fascinating facts and magical movie titbits. Perfect for fans of the film and soundtrack alike, this book is the perfect introduction to the pop sensation that has delighted the world.

So, Hunters, are you ready to help turn the Honmoon gold(en)? Grab your lightsticks and merch; it’s time to show you “How It’s Done”.





CHAPTER ONE 
MEET YOUR IDOLS

Between HUNTR/X’s attempts to turn the Honmoon gold with their stellar voices, the Saja Boys’ soul-stealing shenanigans, or fan-favourite Derpy the Tiger’s adorable nature, the characters have played a huge part in driving the film’s success.

Human, Hunter, demon or magical creature: who’s your idol?





[image: Open quotation]

Every generation, a new trio of Hunters is chosen to fulfil our ultimate duty. A barrier so strong it is impenetrable, that will keep demons and Gwi-Ma from our world forever, the Golden Honmoon. And now, that duty falls to you. That victory is within your reach. It is your voices, your song, that will create the Golden Honmoon.

[image: Close quotation]

Celine, to HUNTR/X during the opening narrative of the film




HUNTR/X

Meet HUNTR/X, the current generation of Hunters and top K-pop stars, formed of Rumi, Mira and Zoey. They are the trio succeeding the Sunlight Sisters (the previous generation of idol Hunters) and are roughly five years into their career during the events of the film.

Using the power of their music and performance to strengthen the Honmoon and prevent demons from stealing human souls, they are at the top of their game and so very close to turning the Honmoon gold – or so it seems…






Rumi

Group position: Leader, main vocalist
Voiced by: Arden Cho
Singing vocals by: EJAE

Daughter of the late former demon hunter and Sunlight Sister, Mi-yeong Ryu, and a demon father, Rumi is the main protagonist of the film.

Raised by Celine (also a member of the Sunlight Sisters) and taught to hide her part-demon identity from a young age, she struggles with her dual heritage and spends much of the film hiding her true self and fearing rejection from her group and fans, especially when her demon patterns spread and affect her voice.





[image: Open quotation]

How am I supposed to fix the world, fix me, when I don’t have my voice?

[image: Close quotation]

Rumi, after her voice cracks when trying to sing “Golden”




Mira

Group position: Lead dancer and choreographer
Voiced by: May Hong
Singing vocals by: Audrey Nuna

Known for her stoic, sassy personality, Mira is often called the “black sheep” of her family due to her rebellious, wild nature.

It’s implied that she’s not very close with her family because of this, but with HUNTR/X she feels safe and accepted for who she is, and it’s clear the fans adore her too!





[image: Open quotation]

I know our faults and fears must never be seen, but, look, I’m kind of a difficult person. Overly blunt, short-fused, highly aggressive. My whole life, those things were a liability. But somehow, with you guys, they’re okay.

[image: Close quotation]

Mira, to Rumi and Zoey, on feeling accepted for who she is, while choosing a song to perform that connects the three of them for the upcoming Idol Awards




Zoey

Group position: Lead rapper, lyricist and maknae*
Voiced by: Ji-young Yoo
Singing vocals by: REI AMI

The youngest member of the trio, Zoey was born in Korea but grew up in Burbank, California and is well known for her bubbly, fun personality.

Full of optimism, she even wondered if the Saja Boys could be “nice demons” when they debuted! However, she also has some insecurities about not growing up in Korea and relatably feels like she doesn’t fully belong in either culture.

* A term meaning the youngest member of the group





[image: Open quotation]

Before I joined HUNTR/X, I felt like my thoughts and my lyrics and all my notebooks were just useless and weird. But with the two of you, they mean something. I mean something.

[image: Close quotation]

Zoey, in agreement with Mira on how accepted she feels as part of HUNTR/X




SAJA BOYS

Next up, the rival demon boy band soda-popping their way into the hearts and minds of fans all over, the Saja Boys.

Comprising Jinu, Abby Saja, Baby Saja, Romance Saja and Mystery Saja, the group aim to break the Honmoon by targeting the souls of HUNTR/X fans.

Getting on HUNTR/X’s last nerve is simply an added bonus!





[image: Open quotation]

It’s time for a new strategy. We fight the Hunters where they least expect it. Go after the very thing that powers the Honmoon. The fans.

[image: Close quotation]

Jinu, presenting his plan to break the Honmoon to Gwi-Ma



[image: Open quotation]

‘My little soda pop.’ It’s catchy. Surprisingly, your plan is working.

[image: Close quotation]

Gwi-Ma, voicing his surprise to Jinu about the successful boy band disguise




Jinu

Group position: Leader, main vocalist
Voiced by: Ahn Hyo-seop
Singing vocals by: Andrew Choi

Human-turned-demon through a deal he made with Gwi-Ma during the Joseon Dynasty*, Jinu is the mastermind behind the Saja Boys and is around 400 years old during the events of the film! Selling his soul for a powerful singing voice used to escape extreme poverty, he later realized this came at another cost – his family.

He’s intelligent and charismatic, but struggles with a deep sense of shame over abandoning his family and serving Gwi-Ma.

* The Joseon Dynasty is the last imperial dynasty of Korea, spanning 1392–1910





[image: Open quotation]

If hate could defeat Gwi-Ma, I would’ve done it a long time ago.

[image: Close quotation]

Jinu, confiding in Rumi about his loathing of Gwi-Ma, during the HUNTR/X and Saja Boys joint fansign event



[image: Open quotation]

Gwi-Ma: I know you, Jinu. In 400 years, you’ve never done a single thing that didn’t serve yourself. What do you want?

Jinu: The memories. I want them erased.

[image: Close quotation]

Jinu, asking Gwi-Ma to erase his painful human memories (and therefore his shame) in exchange for successfully breaking the Honmoon




Abby Saja

Group position: Main dancer, vocalist, rapper
Voiced by: SungWon Cho
Singing vocals by: Neckwav

We don’t know much about the rest of the Saja Boys, but Abby is most known for – you’ve guessed it – his abs.

Catching Mira and Zoey’s interest, both of whose eyes hilariously turn to popcorn whenever they see his muscles, he regularly uses his physique to provoke reactions.





[image: Open quotation]

Jinu: Wow. Did you really follow us in here?

Abby Saja: I knew they would. That one’s always looking at me.

[image: Close quotation]

Abby, vainly referring to Mira and Zoey’s popcorn eyes after HUNTR/X chase the Saja Boys into a bathhouse during their second run-in with each other




Mystery Saja

Group position: Vocalist
Voiced by: Alan Lee
Singing vocals by: Kevin Woo

In keeping with his name, Mystery is the most enigmatic member of the group. With bangs covering half of his face to portray an air of mystique, he maintains a very reserved, stoic persona.

He also seems to be more obviously inhuman compared to his bandmates, and even ends up barking at a fan during a fansign!





[image: Open quotation]

And to our fans, thank you. We really feed off your energy.

[image: Close quotation]

Mystery Saja, addressing fans in a video cutscene. The double meaning here is not lost on the audience…




Romance Saja

Group position: Dancer, vocalist
Voiced by: Joel Kim Booster
Singing vocals by: samUIL Lee

As his name suggests, Romance is seen as the most romantic member of the Saja Boys.

Openly flirting wherever possible, he leans into his manufactured, charming façade as a form of distraction while trying to hide his demonic tendencies.





[image: Open quotation]

Hmm… We keep meeting like this.

[image: Close quotation]

Romance, turning up the charm and attempting to flirt with Mira at their joint fansign




Baby Saja

Group position: Main rapper, maknae
Voice and singing vocals by: Danny Chung

The Saja Boys’ youngest member and styled as cutely as possible, Baby weaponizes his childlike appearance to rapidly become a fan favourite.

But don’t be fooled by his adorable appearance – there is still a demon hiding beneath his turquoise hair and oversized sweaters!





[image: Open quotation]

Goo goo ga ga.

[image: Close quotation]

Baby Saja’s singular
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