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“Behold, I am coming soon, bringing my recompense, to repay every one for what he has done."

Revelation 22:12, RSV2CE.
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Have we given any serious thought to our situation in this world?

How are our lives unfolding as sons and daughters of Adam and Eve in this valley of tears? 

What kind of tribulations are we currently facing? 

Do we suffer from a lack of health? Not enough money to cover your needs? An unfortunate marriage? Fear? The loss of a loved one? Are you having trouble finding work?

Are anger and resentment a burden in our relationships? 

Do we find it almost impossible to be free of sin?

If these tribulations are part of your life, then you are a human being living in a fallen world.

Here, a new question appears as an attempt to provide a hint to enjoy a better and more livable existence.

Could all these sufferings be amended and reduced significantly in our lives even in this dark world?

And the answer is: yes, they can, if we only start following the will of God in our lives. And the reason for this is that if we do it our Father in heaven will restore our lives compensating our sufferings with His guidance and protection.

We are used to defining freedom as ‘doing our thing’ and ‘having our way’ through every situation, without realizing that this kind of freedom enslaves us.

Have we considered that true freedom lies in the possibility of being the persons that God created us to be?
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“Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, love for the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the pride of life, is not of the Father but is of the world. And the world passes away, and the lust of it; but he who does the will of God abides for ever.”

1 John 2:15-17, RSV2CE.

It is fundamental for our well-being to be always aware of the kind of world we are living in.

In his Sermon The Christian And The World. Part One, John W. Ritenbaugh (1997) gave us an accurate description of the perils of our current world maintaining that ‘Scripture uses the term ‘world’, describing the cultures of this world since Adam and Eve, directly under the influence of the prince and power of the air (Ephesians 2:2, 6:12). The entire world and its cultures are in disobedience to God because of Satan's influence. He succeeded in deceiving the whole world, and we were among them. The world may be attractive and appealing to the senses, but its spiritual reality is in deadly opposition to God and His way. To be saved, we need to be given an entirely different spirit. But that old spirit remains, and it keeps on driving as well. It is this spirit that has created this world as it now is. This spirit has been operating in the same evil and corrupt manner for six thousand years’ (cgg.org).

And it is this dark spirit that gives the illusion that we are free in a world that has enslaved us through its opposition against God.

“Separation from God is quite literally what the fall is; mankind slipped from ‘God-consciousness’ to the hell of self and ‘self-consciousness” (F. Davalos, 2022. The Breath of God. Divine knowledge, and Human Knowledge, pp..4,7).

The apostle Paul of Tarsus is clear, affirming that “human wisdom and God’s wisdom contradict each other”(1 Corinthians 3:19), and this is a trap that enslaves us. 

In his electronic book Human Intelligence or Divine Wisdom, Davalos (2023) maintained that “human knowledge is a product of our Adamic intelligence, and it is incomplete because it is separated from the consciousness of God and by its nature it cannot know its existence through logic or reasoning. Human science hasn’t devised proof of God’s existence because it studies only the natural world. Consequently, human knowledge is unreliable, and inaccurate due to the limitations of our five senses and our Adamic reason. As a result, our human knowledge-based worldview has been built through these deceiving tools, opposing systematically the validity of the Divine wisdom of God based on faith, to rule over our behaviour and how we live our lives” (p.5).

If we do not have the divine wisdom of Jesus Christ within our hearts, we are going to be easily deceived by the many idols that the evil one through our atheistic society has built to enslave our lives and our futures as sons and daughters of God. And in this context, what is an idol? An idol is anything that displaces God from your heart. Do we have many idols in our current times? We are swimming in a sea of idols that sink us daily among them money, power, and sex, as the most powerful idols of our world. (Davalos, 2023. The Godless Land of the Thousand Idols, p.5).

Can an idol that has displaced God from our hearts can give us any freedom at all? No, but it can certainly put a yoke of slavery over our necks.

The freedom that God offers us is freedom from sin. To be never again under the law of this world and always under the grace of the Holy Spirit.
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“Because the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to decay and obtain the glorious liberty of the children of God.” 

Romans 8:21, RSV2CE.

If we want to continue living by sight and not by faith in this world, then its dark spirit that unfortunately still animates it has many perks to offer us to continue growing our bondage and decadence as human beings with a fallen nature, such as atheism, materialism, a Godless science, lust, self-gratification, pedophilia, pornography, gender ideologies, and sexual immorality, to mention some incentives to our senses that have a powerful role in obscuring the intellect and depleting the light of our souls.

If, on the contrary, we decide to live by faith in Jesus’ teachings and His upcoming kingdom of God and choose to redeem ourselves through the grace and purification that comes with embracing the cross of our atonement, then eventually the light of the Holy Spirit will guide us and protect us from there on through our newly and rightfully conquered sonship with God.

In this spiritual quest, we must be aware that we have accumulated an abundance of spiritual inertia [resistance to change and compromise with Jesus’ path] through the ravings of our fallen nature that have veiled our relationship with God. To break our spiritual inertia, we need to exert a change in motion and direction in our lives through a total surrender to God’s will.

If we enable this, what follows is the building and gradual accumulating of sanctifying grace in our lives until our spiritual inertia becomes reversed and then the Holy Spirit takes over within our hearts!

Sanctifying grace is a property of the holy spirit, its gift, and its basically, ‘the life of God within our soul’ (Richert, 2018, Learn Religions).

Joe Lovino (2018) in his article Grace’s Power Over Sin: Sanctifying Grace, maintained that ‘God’s sanctifying grace shapes us more and more into the likeness of Christ. As the Holy Spirit fills our lives with love for God and our neighbour, we begin to live differently (umc.org).

Spiritual grace is and always has been a door opener for the sons and daughters of God, and then life becomes more livable, and the peace of Jesus becomes a reality within our hearts.

What stood against Jesus -the full of grace and the holy spirit- on this earth? Did He have any material need while He was fulfilling the mission His Father in Heaven entrusted Him?

Jesus, here in this fallen world raised the dead to life again, healed the sick, expelled demons from the possessed and even stopped and changed the weather at His request.

And our powerful Saviour even told us through John 14:12-13, “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who believes in me will also do the works that I do; and greater works than these will he do, because I go to the Father”(RSV2CE).

Rest assured that if we dedicate our lives in body and spirit to fulfill the mission that has been given to us on this earth by our Father in heaven, He will provide always for our needs as He always did for our teacher and redeemer Jesus Christ while we await for His return.

In Matthew 19:28, Jesus spoke about “the new world”. Christ told his disciples that the world would be regenerated. The disciple’s rewards will be in this new earthly kingdom, as they were not rewarded in their lifetime. Christ differentiates between the gift of eternal life that is based on grace. His new work on earth upon his return will be to destroy sin, death, and the devil. Once all evil is destroyed, his kingdom will be fully established. He will then hand over the kingdom as described in 1 Corinthians 15:24: “Then comes the end, when he delivers the kingdom to God the Father after destroying every rule and every authority and power”. Restoring the earth will be a major end-time event (K.J. Soze, 2020. The Message for the Last Days. pressbooks.pub). 

This will be the time in which God will restore all things, including us, and those who obeyed will be put into the Book of Life (Revelation 13:8), and those who disobeyed will die, remaining dead for eternity.
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