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Introduction
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Tis book will teach you how to get started with your tiny house dream. There is an entire movement that is sweeping the nation, making houses more affordable and even more mobile. The usual size is 2,400 square feet for a home in the United States, and the size has been increasing over the last few decades. Therefore people are taking up an even larger carbon footprint than they had in the past. It leads to more energy costs as well as more maintenance, and most people who want to own a house have to take out a thirty year mortgage to cover the cost. 

No one wants to be in debt for years, but with tiny houses you’re more likely to find financial stability. There’s no reason to throw away money renting when you can design a smaller home with a smaller carbon footprint, low energy cost, and stay out of debt. This movement equals freedom for most people, as well as being eco-friendly and supporting to the minimalist lifestyle. 

The best part is that you don’t have to give up the luxury that you desire when you build your own tiny home. Just pick one of the two options that fit you best. You can either build a mobile tiny home or a stationary one. You can start building your tiny home with this easy guide to get started!
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Chapter 1: A Little about Tiny Houses
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You may be asking yourself exactly what is a tiny house? It’s just a home that’s been shrunken down, making it more affordable even though it’s little smaller. They’re built either so that they’re stationary or so that they’re mobile, and if you decide to go mobile it’s built on a trailer that’s meant to support the load of the tiny home. When you build a stationary tiny home you just build it on a plot of land. 
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Mobile Tiny Homes
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There are many benefits to a mobile home.

	Travel: This is the biggest reason that people choose to have a mobile tiny home. Many people want to travel but worry about how they’ll live while doing so. This eliminates the worry. 

	Planning: It’s a little easier to plan for a mobile tiny home because you’ll be building with your dimensions in mind. You’ll have to limit it to the same size as your trailer. 

	Simplicity: The layout will be simple but also allows you to be innovative with the design of your tiny home. 


Mobile tiny homes are smaller than static ones on average because they have to be built on a trailer bed. This requires a lot more creativity, and you will want to build a little taller as well. There are some trailers that are even fifty-three feet long. There are different types of trailers that you’ll need to pick from as well. Some trailers, for example, have a deck which will make your building space a little smaller. 

However, a trailer with a drop deck style is popular among those in the tiny house movement since it provides storage underneath the deck, and it provides an upper area that can be built into a bedroom. Just keep in mind that there are limits to how high you can build a mobile tiny home. About thirteen feet is the highest you can build for safety reasons. There are some tiny home designs that have figured a way to beat that with pulley and winches, but these are much more difficult. You can add more width by building side extensions as well. 
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Stationary Tiny Homes
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Here are a few benefits on choosing stationary tiny houses.

	Stability: There is an added worry if you have pull a trailer and figure out where to park your home. This isn’t the problem with a stationary home. 

	Equity: You have more equity if you invest in a plot of land and then build your tiny home on it. 

	Space: Even though your tiny home has to be tiny by definition, that doesn’t mean you can’t get a slightly bigger one by building one that’s stationary. 


Stationary tiny homes usually range from 96 square feet to 1,000 square feet. However, you should keep in mind that many people in the movement believe that a tiny home is a home that’s under 220 square feet. Yet, there are others that think that 1,000 square feet is perfectly acceptable since the average house is 2,400 square feet.
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Reasons to Build a Tiny Home 
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There are many reasons that you might want to build a tiny home, and in this section we will discuss them in more depth. Many people want more financial stability, others want a second home, some people prefer to be outdoors, and still others just wish to reduce the carbon footprint they’re leaving. 

	Financials: Financial motivation is a strong reason that many people are choosing tiny homes over the traditional home. Traditional homes range from $75,000-$360,000. Homes that cost less are usually in bad neighborhoods or require quite a bit of renovation. Yet, the initial expense isn’t where it ends. There are higher maintenance costs with a traditional home than a tiny home as well. You’ll be paying more in gas, electricity and even cleaning supplies. It’s easier to install solar panels in a tiny home as well if you want to reduce your energy costs even more. 

	Investment Returns: Many people don’t want to be stuck in a home, and you don’t need to be if you’re in a tiny home. After all, you may have your family grow or just wish to move into a larger home. There is equity even in a mobile tiny home. Just keep in mind that mobile tiny homes often require RV insurance, and they’ll be valued as an RV too. When you’re ready for something larger you can sell your tiny home or rent it out. 

	Insurance & Taxes: property taxes are based on the land as well as the home, so they’re going to be smaller with static tiny homes. In short, if your home is large you’re going to be paying a large amount of taxes. The amount will depend on the city as well as the state you live in, and smaller homes will just have a lower property tax. Insurance will be less with a tiny home too. It doesn’t matter if you end up paying homeowner insurance or RV insurance. The smaller the home, the less value so the less you’ll be paying. Unless you buy land, you won’t have property taxes so that’s one less thing you’ll be paying for with a mobile tiny home. If you need to get an RV insurance, remember to shop around. The amount you’ll be paying will depend on your credit score, if you’re bundling as well as the company you choose to go through. 

	Escape the 9 to 5: There are many people that want to escape the 9 to 5 job that most people have. It’s a great way to retire early, and you can travel more if you have less costs weighing you down. Your odds of being able to retire early goes up when you have less money going towards your living expenses as well. 

	Vacation Homes: If you want to travel more without leaving the comforts of homes behind, then a tiny home can easily become your second home. It’ll fit your needs, and it’ll help you to escape bad weather. For example, if you live in Florida you may find the summer months to be too oppressive and hot. You can travel to another state where the weather is a little more comfortable to spend more time. During winter, you can travel south in order to escape blizzards or just snow in general. If you like living outdoors, it’s a great choice for you too!

	Carbon Footprint: Many people are now afraid of the carbon footprint that they’re leaving behind. Tiny homes use more energy efficient appliances, and it’s easier to start collecting rainwater, use combustible toilets and even install solar panels. 
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Chapter 2: Getting Ready to Move In
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To get ready to move into a smaller space, you need to know how to live a minimalist lifestyle. This chapter also serves as a way to tell if you’re ready to move into a tiny home. If you aren’t comfortable with living with less, then tiny house living may not be for you. When you prioritize living with your essentials over things that you want, then you’ll improve your quality of life as well, which is why many people are happy in tiny homes. 

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Start Choosing
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You have to start by sorting your items, and to do that you need to choose what is essential to you and whoever you will be living with. Everything else you can get rid of. Of course, this is always easier said than done. You have to ask yourself what you don’t use regularly. Make separate boxes, and you should label them what you’re keeping and what you’re going away. 

If you’re sure that you’ll need something, then you’ll keep it. If you aren’t sure about something, stack it in the middle as a ‘maybe’. Once you know what you absolutely have to keep and what you really don’t, you can start putting away what you plan to keep. Then, with a fresh look at everything you can try to sort through your maybe part. Be honest with yourself when you’re looking at your maybe pile. 

It’s human nature to not want to let go of something that you own, but you won’t have room for everything in your tiny home. If you’re traveling, you’ll want room to buy more things in travel as well. So be critical when you’re trying to go through your maybe pile. Still, some people can’t go through that pile all at once. Try to get through at least 1/3 of it before taking a break. 

Make sure that you give away whatever you don’t need as soon as you
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