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About the Author

One night Elena dreamt her name was Sarah.  Instead of long brown hair, her hair was short and blonde. She rode in the front of a canoe, as her father and mother paddled on a river through the mountains.  She felt like a princess, as she watched the trees pass by.  
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When she woke up, she jumped out of bed excitedly, since she had never been in a canoe on a river before, since she lived in a crowded city.  But in her dream, she enjoyed the cool mountain breezes, and her name was Sarah.
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She ran into her parents’ room and pulled on their blankets to wake them up.

She called out, "Momma.  Daddy.  I just dreamt my name was Sarah.  From now on, please call me that."

[image: A group of dolls on a bed

Description automatically generated with low confidence]

Her mother looked up at her startled, as Elena described her dream.

"But your name is Elena," said her father, sitting up in bed.

"No!  No!" insisted Elena. "Please call me, Sarah.  You did in my dream."

"But that was a dream," said her mother. “It’s not real.”

“Well, I still want to be called Sarah,” Elena said.
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After Elena got ready for school, her mother asked her, “Why do you want to be called Sarah?”

"Sarah is so pretty," said Elena.

"But you're pretty," said her mother.

"The mountains were so beautiful in my dream," Elena said.

"We can go to the mountains sometime, too," said her mother.

[image: A picture containing toy

Description automatically generated]

Elena felt frustrated that her mother didn't understand. So later that night she told her, “The dream was like someone giving me a message to do this."

"All right, I’ll call you Sarah, if it's really important to you."

Elena smiled happily. "Thank you," she said, feeling relieved and a little powerful.
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The next day, on the school bus, she told her friend Francine about her dream.

"So call me Sarah from now on," Elena said.

Francine just laughed.  "But you’re Elena."

Another girl sitting behind them laughed, too.  "That’s dumb,” she said. “Everyone knows your name is Elena.”

Elena felt frustrated, as the bus sped on.
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Later in class, Jimmy, who sat behind her, called out quietly to her.

"Sarah!  Sarah!  Sarah!" Jimmy teased.

Elena blushed.

"What's going on?" her teacher Mrs. Thompson asked.  

Jimmy laughed nervously. “Elena wants the other kids to call her Sarah. But that’s so dumb.”

"Well, I think anyone can call themselves whatever feels good for them,” Mrs. Thompson said. “I don't think it's silly at all."
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That afternoon when she returned home and got changed for dinner, Elena felt much better.

"Mrs. Thompson and the kids said they'll call me Sarah if I want," she told her parents, who were reading magazines in the living room.

"That's nice," said her mother.

"That shows how persuasive you can be,” her father said. “So Sarah, it is."
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Later, Elena got into bed thinking: How nice. Everyone is starting to call me Sarah, just like I dreamed. 

That night, Elena had another dream

















d2d_images/cover.jpg
| |

Gini Graham Scott

Illustrated bY KreatijveArtz





d2d_images/image001.jpg





d2d_images/image002.jpg





d2d_images/image013.jpg





d2d_images/image000.jpg





d2d_images/image006.jpg





d2d_images/image003.jpg





d2d_images/image004.jpg





d2d_images/image007.jpg





d2d_images/image008.jpg
AN e ]
B -






