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Preface

What is our current life?

It is a body of knowledge and information that we collect through life.

Is everything that we know about ourselves true?

We hope so.

And when some of these truths seem not to make sense, what to do?

We investigate and seek the truth. We ask questions, but the answers can lead to more questions and more unexpected answers.

Answers that have been hidden for a long time. And the one who has them does not want them to be revealed...
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On that Wednesday morning, in a college in Belo Horizonte, the capital of the state of Minas Gerais, there was a class about scientific research in anthropology. The class was ministered by Professor Talitha Ventura. A black woman, about thirty years old, medium height, thin shape, and too voluminous curly hair. During the class, she was explaining the importance of anthropological research for understanding cultures. She walked around the classroom while talked, “Anthropology seeks to study human cultures and their characteristics. Through these studies, it is possible to understand the reason for the behavior of some societies. We can understand the reason for some mores in a culture when we understand its history and the origin of the mores. It’s not an easy task, but it is too challenging to understand the human being and his behavior.”

The students there were too attentive to the explanation, the professor was too admired and respected by everyone.

At the end of the class, her fiancé, Louis Faustus, was waiting for her outside the classroom. He was a white man, about thirty years old, tall, athletic, with dense and dark hair and beard.

As soon as Talitha left the classroom, he called her, “Professor Talitha, beautiful as ever.”

She smiled and said, “Thank you very much, Louis, my favorite mining engineer.”

He smiled and kissed her. Then, he said, “Let’s have lunch?”

“Of course!”

They went to the college’s restaurant, and during lunch, they were talking, “Talitha, is it soon the Egyptian art exhibition, isn’t it?

“It’ll be in a few weeks. I can’t wait for them to arrive.”

“You love Egyptian civilization. It’ll be awesome!”

“Yes, it’ll be. And I have a piece of news for you,” Talitha said with excitement.

“What? Is it anything good?”

“It’s something marvelous to me!”

“Can you tell me?”

“Of course!” Talitha was too excited. “I was chosen to be the exhibition curator. I’ll participate actively in the organization.”

Louis got too excited and said, “Congratulations! You deserve it!”

“Thank you.”

“And what about your work at the college?”

“I’ve already demanded a substitute professor for the period that I’ll be in charge of the exhibition. Next week, he already will be with me in the classes.”

“It’s good! And does that change anything about our plan to set the wedding date?”

“No. Everything keeps the same way. Let’s prepare our documentation and set the date.”

“Okay. Tell me more about the exhibition.”

“Yes.”

Talitha explained to Louis everything about the exhibition. After the explanation, Louis said, “It’ll be an interesting exhibition. And do you speak Egyptian to communicate to them?”

Talitha smiled and said, “They don’t speak Egyptian, they speak Arabic. And it’ll be an interpreter to help. Some of them speak English, but with the interpreter, it is easier.”

“I got it.”

Louis looked at his clock and said, “I have to go now. I’m accompanying a study to new mining, and I must check the latest reports.”

“All right. I have to go too. I’ll do many things for the college and the exhibition.”

They got up, Louis hugged Talitha and said, “One more time, congratulations on your conquest.”

Talitha kissed him and said, “It’s not my conquer. It’s ours. You told me that I should apply to the curator position of the exhibition.”

“I knew that there was no one more able than you to do it. And it’ll be great for your career.”

“Thank you for always believing in me.”

Louis looked into Talitha’s eyes and said, “I love you, and I’ll always believe in you.”

Talitha kissed him again.

They went out of the restaurant, and each one followed his way. Louis went back to the office of the company where he worked. He has worked during the noon on the project of the mine.

Talitha went back to the college and did what she needed. Then, she started to read exhibition orientations.

At the end of that day, Louis went to his house. It was a luxurious mansion in Mangabeiras neighborhood. He entered and went to the living room to talk with his mother, Leandra Carmel. She was fifty-five years old, white, and blonde.

Leandra was sat in the living room when Louis arrived and said, “Hi mom, how are you?”

She hugged him and said, “I’m fine, and how was your day?”

“It was good. Talitha told me that she has chosen to be the curator of an Egyptian art exhibition that will come to our city.”

Leandra said with a bit of disdain, “I’m sure she only got it because of her origin.”

“As well, mom?”

“You know it. Nowadays, black people have the facility to get everything.”

Louis got too uncomfortable with his mom’s speech and said in a serious tone, “Stop it, mom! She is an extremely competent anthropologist and respected in academia.”

Leandra replied with irony, “Of course, she is.”

Louis was uncomfortable with his mother’s insinuations and said, “I’ll go to my bedroom.”

“But we did not even talk.”

“It’s a bit hard to talk here.”

Louis went to his bedroom thinking, “I’ll marry as soon as possible, then, I don’t need to hear it.”

And Leandra thought, “I hope he gives up this crazy idea of marriage with that woman. I meet too many women who are more elegant and better to him. I don’t know what he sees on her.”

Before Louis goes to his bedroom, he went to the office and sought his birth certificate. He took it and read the information about the notary public of registering his birth​[1]. He got impressed about the notary’s public name, “I know almost all notary publics of the city​[2], but I’ve never heard about this.”

Then, he put the document in a locker in his bedroom.

...

Talitha went to her house, it was not a mansion as luxurious as Louis, but it was a big house in the Buritis neighborhood.

She entered the house and saw her mother seated in the living room. Wilma Ventura was a black woman sixty years old, with a young appearance, smooth skin, and black curly hair. Talitha said, “Hi, mom.”

“Hi, Talitha.”

They hugged.

“Where is my dad?”

“He went to get the laptop. We wanna see more information about that art exhibition that you said.”

“It’s about it that I wanna talk to you.”

“Do you have you some piece news?”

“Yes, I do.”

“Let’s wait for your dad.”

Then, Talitha’s father arrived. Ramires Ventura was a black man sixty-two years old, with a young appearance, smooth skin, and short curly hair. Talitha said, “Hi, dad.”

“Hi, Talitha.”

They hugged, and Talitha said, “I have a piece of news for you.”

“Tell us,” They replied.

“As soon as I knew about an Egyptian art exhibition, I knew that it would be necessary to have a curator at each city of the exhibition. I said to Louis, and he said that I should apply and try to be the curator. I’ve applied, and today I was informed that I have chosen to be the curator at Belo Horizonte.

Talitha’s parents were very happy with the news and said with excitement, “Congrats, my daughter!” Ramires said.

“How wonderful!” Wilma said.

They hugged Talitha and Ramires said, “I’m very happy that you’ve found someone like Louis. He always helps and believes in you.”

“It’s true, dad. I doubted whether to apply. But he insisted, saying that I was able and should try.”

Wilma said, “He is totally opposed to his mother, that cow.

Talitha said in a reproachful tone, “Mom! She’ll be my mother-in-law.”

“All right. The cows don’t deserve this kind of comparison.”

Again, Talitha reprehends her mother: “Mom!”

Ramires said, “Now is time to celebrate.”

Ramires went to a wine cabinet, picked a champagne bottle and cups, and said, “This deserves a toast!”

Ramires delivered them the cups, opened the bottle, and served everyone.

Wilma said, “A toast to our daughter, the curator of an Egyptian art exhibition at Belo Horizonte.”

They toasted, and Talitha told them about the details of the exhibition, and about the work that she would do.

...

The next day, Louis, at his lunchtime, used his laptop to search for information about the notary public of his birth certificate. He was surprised. He found no information, either a website, a GPS address, or any relevant information. He thought, “It seems this notary public doesn’t exist. This is too odd.”

Louis decided to ask for help from a friend, who works in the city administration. He sent an email with a photo of his birth certificate and asked his friend to check some information about the notary public.

Despite this odd situation, Louis did not talk with his mother, because he knew that she would say that he should not marry Talitha, and it would generate a big discussion. He waited for an answer from his friend to continue the organization of his documentation.
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A few days later, Louis was in his bedroom with his laptop. He checked his emails, and there was a reply from his friend in the city administration, the email contained the following message, “Louis, I’ve analyzed your birth certificate, and we have a situation too strange.

The notary public mentioned in the birth certificate has worked just for a brief period in the year that you were born. And there is no information about the files of the public office.

In cases like that, you must seek the hospital of your birth to do a new birth register. With the document, you can demand it in court for a new birth certificate from another notary public.

At this point, there is another problem. The hospital where you were born has also closed, and there is no information about its files.

It’s a strange coincidence that both the notary public and the hospital were opened and closed at the same time.

I suggest you seek a lawyer to get information about how to proceed.

You probably will get a new birth certificate through a judicial decision, or it can be the judge decides the notary public should accept one of your documents to substitute the birth certificate.

In either case, it’s a simple and fast process.

I hope that I helped you. If you need something more, you can count on me.”

Louis thought, “What a strange thing!”

Then, Louis took his cell phone and sent an
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