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			Dear Reader,

			Did you know there’s a Magic Tree House® book for every kid? From those just starting to read chapter books to more experienced readers, Magic Tree House® has something for everyone, including science, sports, geography, wildlife, history…and always a bit of mystery and magic!
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				Happy reading!
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				When I write Magic Tree House® adventures, I love including facts about the times and places Jack and Annie visit. But when readers finish these adventures, I want them to learn even more. So that’s why we write a series of nonfiction books that are companions to the fiction titles in the Magic Tree House® series. We call these books Fact Trackers because we love to track the facts! Whether we’re researching dinosaurs, pyramids, Pilgrims, sea monsters, or cobras, we’re always amazed at how wondrous and surprising the real world is. We want you to experience the same wonder we do—so get out your pencils and notebooks and hit the trail with us. You can be a Magic Tree House® Fact Tracker, too!

			

			
				
					[image: Mary Pope Osborne signature]
				

			

		

	
		
			Here’s what kids, parents, and teachers have to say about the Magic Tree House® Fact Trackers:

			
				“They are so good. I can’t wait for the next one. All I can say for now is prepare to be amazed!” —Alexander N.

				“I have read every Magic Tree House book there is. The [Fact Trackers] are a thrilling way to get more information about the special events in the story.” —John R.

				“These are fascinating nonfiction books that enhance the magical time-traveling adventures of Jack and Annie. I love these books, especially American Revolution. I was learning so much, and I didn’t even know it!” —Tori Beth S.

				“[They] are an excellent ‘behind-the-scenes’ look at what the [Magic Tree House fiction] has started in your imagination! You can’t buy one without the other; they are such a complement to one another.” —Erika N., mom

				“Magic Tree House [Fact Trackers] took my children on a journey from Frog Creek, Pennsylvania, to so many significant historical events! The detailed manuals are a remarkable addition to the classic fiction Magic Tree House books we adore!” —Jenny S., mom

				“[They] are very useful tools in my classroom, as they allow for students to be part of the planning process. Together, we find facts in the [Fact Trackers] to extend the learning introduced in the fictional companions. Researching and planning classroom activities, such as our class Olympics based on facts found in Ancient Greece and the Olympics, help create a genuine love for learning!” —Paula H., teacher
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			For Jean Sorenson, with gratitude and love for her years in the classroom
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				Dear Readers,

				In Stallion by Starlight, we met Alexander the Great and his horse, Bucephalus. Bucephalus was Alexander’s faithful friend. In fact, nobody but Alexander could ride him. Alexander rode into many battles with Bucephalus and even built a temple named to honor him when he died.

				Some people say that after horses were tamed, the world changed forever. We were curious to know if this was true. It was time to track the facts!

				It surprised us to find out that horses are one of the most important animals in human history. We read that at first people hunted horses for food. Later, horses helped people get around. They worked on farms and delivered mail. They carried soldiers into battle and explorers into strange lands. They have also played a big role in sports.

				Bucephalus was a great horse, but other horses were really wonderful, too. So get out your notebooks, head to your library and to your computer, and let’s gallop with the horses!
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		Horses and people have been together for thousands of years. Before we tamed horses, we walked almost everywhere we went. There were no cars or airplanes to help us get around. Having horses to carry us and pull our carts changed the way we lived.

		Horses made it easier for us to explore and settle new lands. They helped us share news over long distances. Horses worked on farms and took our goods to market. Soldiers charged into battle with horses as their loyal companions. Horses have also long been an important part of sporting events, especially horse racing.

		Over the years, we’ve told stories, created art, and sung songs about the way horses have touched our lives. No animals have ever worked harder for us than horses. Even though there aren’t as many jobs for them now, the bond between humans and horses is as strong as ever.

		Wild at Heart

		For millions of years, horses were wild and lived in herds. They were prey animals that stayed alert for enemies. Horses survived by running away from danger.

		Today horses are still born to run. Their instinct to escape is as strong as it was millions of years ago.
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			Instinct is a natural behavior that animals are born with.
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		Great Legs

		A running horse is a picture of grace and speed. A horse can go from standing to a full gallop in just seconds. Its legs are designed to run fast. Compared to its heavy body
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