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				Dear Parents and Educators,

				Welcome to Penguin Young Readers! As parents and educators, you
 know that each child develops at his or her own pace—in terms of
 speech, critical thinking, and, of course, reading. Penguin Young
 Readers recognizes this fact. As a result, each Penguin Young Readers
 book is assigned a traditional easy-to-read level (1–4) as well as a
 Guided Reading Level (A–P). Both of these systems will help you choose
 the right book for your child. Please refer to the back of each book
 for specific leveling information. Penguin Young Readers features
 esteemed authors and illustrators, stories about favorite characters,
 fascinating nonfiction, and more!

			

			
				This book is perfect for a Transitional Reader who:

				•can read multisyllable and compound words;

				•can read words with prefixes and suffixes;

				•is able to identify story elements (beginning, middle, end, plot, setting,
 characters, problem, solution); and

				•can understand different points of view.

				Here are some activities you can do during and after reading this book:

				•In the book, you learned a lot of interesting information about the
 mysterious giant squid. Using facts from this book, make a poster to show
 what you have learned! First, draw a picture of the squid. Then, label
 the parts of its body. Finally, list fun facts, such as: Fun Fact: Squids are
 cousins to the octopus; Fun Fact: The giant squid’s only real enemy is the
 sperm whale.

				•Research: This book was written many years ago. Do some research to
 find out if any other giant squids have been found or spotted since this
 book was published.

			

			
				Remember, sharing the love of reading with a child is the best gift
 you can give!

				—Bonnie Bader, EdM
 Penguin Young Readers program

				*Penguin Young Readers are leveled by independent reviewers applying the standards developed by Irene Fountas
 and Gay Su Pinnell in Matching Books to Readers: Using Leveled Books in Guided Reading, Heinemann, 1999.
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				To Kyle, Stephen, and Amy—JD
 To Anthony and Adriel—PJ
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				Chapter 1

				December 1997

			

			
				Far away, off the coast of
 New Zealand, a fishing boat
 floats on the ocean waves.

			

			
				It’s a large boat, and it will stay
 out at sea for many months.
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				The crew drops big nets way down
 deep. This helps them catch more
 fish. Then they pull in the nets.

				Today they get a big surprise. In
 one of the nets there is something
 dark red and long—about 25 feet
 long.

			

			
				It’s no fish. That’s for sure.
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				The fishermen know what it is. It is
 a dead giant squid—one of the most
 mysterious creatures in the world!

			

			
				They also know there’s one man
 who will be very happy to hear about
 this. But he will have to wait. They
 still have many weeks of fishing.
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				Chapter 2

				Venice, Italy—March 1998

			

			
				Three months later Neil Landman
 gets a call. Neil works for the
 American Museum of Natural
 History in New York City. He’s an
 expert on squids. But it is late at
 night. And he’s on vacation in Italy.
 Who would call him now? It’s a
 friend from New Zealand. His friend
 is also a squid expert.

				“We have a giant squid,” he says to
 Neil. “Do you want it?”

				Neil can’t believe it.

			

			
				A giant squid!

				He has hoped and hoped for years
 to have one for the museum. Of
 course he wants it!
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				It is no wonder Neil is so excited.
 The giant squid is a great mystery.
 It lives deep in the ocean, nearly a
 mile below the surface. There are no
 giant squids in zoos. No one has ever
 caught one alive.

			

			
				So not much is known about these
 creatures. We don’t know for sure
 how long they live, how quickly they
 grow, how fast they swim, or whether
 they live together or alone.
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				Every once in a while, part of a
 dead squid will wash up on a beach.

			

			
				But usually people find just a long
 tentacle or two.
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