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    This collection brings together two foundational works by Flavius Josephus, the first‑century Jewish historian who wrote in Greek while living in Rome. The Antiquities of the Jews and The War of the Jews form a comprehensive panorama: one surveys the long arc of the Jewish people from their earliest traditions to Josephus’s own day, and the other narrates the great conflict between Judaea and Rome. Read together, they offer both breadth and immediacy, preserving a cultural memory and a participant’s account. The purpose of this volume is to present these major histories as a unified body of work that continues to inform historical understanding.

The texts gathered here are works of ancient historiography. They are not fiction but crafted prose histories that combine narrative, analysis, and ethnographic explanation. The War of the Jews is a contemporary history written by an eyewitness participant, while The Antiquities of the Jews is a wide‑ranging historical and cultural account that reframes scriptural and national traditions for a Greco‑Roman readership. Both books employ conventions typical of classical history writing, such as arranged speeches, digressions on customs and geography, and considered judgments about causes. Together they represent historical narrative, cultural exposition, and political commentary rather than novels, drama, or lyric forms.

Josephus composed these works in the aftermath of the first‑century upheavals that reshaped Judaea and the Mediterranean world. The War of the Jews was written in Rome in the 70s CE, finalized in Greek after an initial version in his native language. The Antiquities of the Jews followed in the 90s CE, also produced in Rome. Both works were written under the patronage of the Flavian dynasty, whose rule framed Josephus’s later life and literary activity. This publication context helps explain the author’s careful attention to Roman institutions, audiences, and expectations, alongside his sustained effort to present Jewish history in a form intelligible to the wider empire.

The Antiquities of the Jews undertakes a vast historical synthesis, recounting the origins, laws, leaders, and fortunes of the Jewish people across many centuries. It interprets traditions familiar from scripture within the literary and explanatory modes of classical historiography, aiming to situate Jewish antiquity within the broader history of nations. The War of the Jews, by contrast, concentrates on the specific political, military, and social crises of the later first century, tracing the causes, course, and consequences of the Judaean revolt against Rome. In concert, the two works pair deep background with a focused contemporary narrative, allowing readers to move between longue durée and eventful present.

Unifying themes run through both books. Josephus consistently argues for the antiquity, coherence, and dignity of Jewish law and custom, presenting them to readers steeped in Hellenistic and Roman norms. He explores the dynamics of leadership, faction, and civic order; the pressures of empire; and the responsibilities of rulers and citizens. Moral reflection on character, prudence, and piety accompanies analysis of political institutions and military strategy. These interests bind the universal scope of Antiquities to the urgent specificity of War, offering a sustained meditation on how communities remember their past, navigate crises, and articulate identity within larger imperial structures.

Stylistically, Josephus writes in a classicizing Greek prose that blends narrative momentum with rhetorical set pieces. He embeds speeches to clarify motives and principles, pauses for ethnographic and legal explanations, and describes places and logistics with an eye to informing readers distant from Judaea. He signals his use of written and oral sources and occasionally comments on method and accuracy, following inherited models of historical practice. The result is a layered literary texture: panoramic narration punctuated by reflection, technical details, and characterization. These hallmarks have made the works both rich historical sources and enduring examples of ancient narrative craft.

Audience and purpose are central to understanding the collection. The Antiquities of the Jews presents Jewish history and customs to a broad Greco‑Roman readership, aiming to explain institutions often misunderstood elsewhere. The War of the Jews addresses recent events that preoccupied the empire, presenting causation and responsibility as the author saw them. In each book, Josephus writes as an intermediary between cultures, interpreting Judaean realities for Roman readers while preserving a record meaningful to Jewish memory. His position as a survivor and observer shapes the selection and framing of material, lending the works both authority and an unmistakable personal perspective.

As a whole, these histories are indispensable for reconstructing the world of Second Temple Judaea, the Herodian monarchy, and the structures of Roman provincial rule. They preserve details of administration, geography, customs, and political life that have no comparable parallel. Because they span broad chronology and acute crisis, they illuminate the social textures and institutional frameworks that preceded conflict, as well as the pressures that tested them. The collection also situates Judaea within the larger Mediterranean, correlating local developments with imperial strategies and regional rivalries. For historians and general readers alike, it remains a principal gateway to a decisive period.

Readers encounter not a neutral chronicle but ancient history writing with its own conventions and constraints. Josephus’s patronage, intended audiences, and personal experience naturally shape emphasis and evaluation. Set speeches function as interpretive devices rather than verbatim transcripts; numerical estimates and character portraits reflect rhetorical expectations of the time. The textual tradition passed through many hands over centuries, though the core narrative is stable and widely studied. Approached with critical awareness, these features become assets: they reveal how a trained historian in the Roman world structured explanation, negotiated cultural translation, and argued for the significance of events and institutions.

The reading experience is varied and rewarding. Expansive narrative chapters alternate with condensed summaries; brisk accounts of campaigns give way to considered discussions of law, ritual, and governance. Josephus introduces figures with brief profiles that situate them within family, office, and city, and he describes landscapes and fortifications to orient readers. The prose often aims for clarity and persuasion, balancing dramatic episodes with analysis. While the works can be consulted for specific topics, they also repay continuous reading, in which patterns of causation, ethics, and policy emerge across episodes, lending the collection coherence beyond the sum of its separate books.

The relationship between the two works is mutually illuminating. The War of the Jews can be read as the immediate narrative of upheaval, while The Antiquities of the Jews supplies the long memory and legal‑cultural framework within which such upheaval becomes intelligible. Alternatively, beginning with Antiquities equips readers with institutions, lineages, and practices that later reappear in crisis. Each book reframes the other’s concerns: structures outlined in the one acquire stress tests in the other, and the pressures of conflict invite reconsideration of origins and norms. The collection thus encourages multiple pathways through a single, integrated historical vision.

These histories endure because they achieve several aims at once: they preserve a distinctive cultural inheritance, narrate a critical sequence of events, and model the explanatory ambitions of classical historiography. Josephus writes as mediator and witness, offering his readers a bridge between traditions and an analysis of how societies endure and change. The Antiquities of the Jews and The War of the Jews, taken together, provide a full‑scale account of a people’s past and a close‑up of its sternest test. In presenting them side by side, this collection invites informed, critical engagement with sources that continue to shape historical understanding.
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    Flavius Josephus was a first century Jewish historian whose writings are the most detailed narrative of the Second Temple period’s final decades and the Judean revolt against Rome. Born in Jerusalem in the late 30s CE and active into the early second century, he combined priestly training with exposure to Greco Roman culture. His four extant works are Jewish War, Antiquities of the Jews, Against Apion, and Life. They illuminate Jewish history, politics under the Herodian dynasty, and Roman imperial rule, and they provide context often cited by historians of early Christianity. His complex loyalties have made him both indispensable and controversial.

Josephus presents himself as a child of a priestly house, educated in the scriptures, law, and traditions of Jerusalem. In his youth he explored the teachings of different Jewish groups and spent time with an ascetic known as Banus in the desert before aligning with the Pharisees. He developed skills in rhetoric and administration and was conversant with Greek, though he claimed a native command of the Judean tongue. His education positioned him to move between cultures, a feature that would shape his later historical project by blending Jewish concerns with the methods and expectations of Hellenistic historiography.

In his twenties Josephus traveled to Rome to advocate for the release of imprisoned priests, an embassy that, by his account, succeeded with assistance from members of the imperial court. Returning to Judaea amid rising tensions, he was appointed by revolutionary authorities to organize defenses in the Galilee at the outbreak of the revolt in the later 60s CE. His own narratives describe efforts to fortify towns, negotiate among rival factions, and maintain order under extraordinary pressure. These experiences placed him at the center of events that would destroy the Jerusalem Temple and provided the raw material for his histories.

Captured by Roman forces after the siege of Jotapata, Josephus gained favor with the general Vespasian and later with Titus. When Vespasian became emperor, Josephus received his freedom and adopted the family name Flavius, a sign of imperial patronage. He accompanied Titus during the campaign that culminated in the fall of Jerusalem. Settling in Rome, he composed Jewish War, first outlining an earlier version for eastern audiences and then producing a fuller Greek account under Flavian protection. The work narrates the revolt from multiple vantage points, condemning internal strife while explaining Roman actions, and remains a primary source for the conflict.

Antiquities of the Jews, completed in the early 90s CE, presents a comprehensive history of the Jewish people from biblical beginnings to the eve of the revolt. Written for a Greco Roman audience, it reworks scriptural traditions, cites documentary materials, and situates Jewish customs within the wider ancient world. The narrative offers portraits of Hasmonean and Herodian rulers, discussions of law and worship, and descriptions of Pharisees, Sadducees, and Essenes. Passages mentioning figures such as John the Baptist, James, and Jesus appear in the transmitted text, though aspects of their wording have been the subject of later textual debate.

Against Apion, likely from the later 90s CE, defends the antiquity and integrity of Jewish traditions against hostile critics, arguing for the reliability of Jewish scriptures and the dignity of the law. Life, often called his autobiography, responds to charges by Justus of Tiberias and recounts his career with special emphasis on Galilee. Across these works Josephus adapts Greek historical models to Jewish subjects, citing archives, inscriptions, and eye witness testimony where possible. Ancient readers and later communities assessed him unevenly, with Christian scholars preserving his writings while many Jews viewed his wartime choices with ambivalence or disapproval.

Josephus spent his later years in Rome under imperial patronage, continuing to write and to frame Jewish history for non Jewish readers. He lived into the early second century. His legacy spans classics, Jewish studies, and the study of early Christianity, providing evidence for institutions, beliefs, and politics otherwise sparsely documented. Modern scholarship treats him as a sophisticated but interested witness, reading his accounts critically alongside archaeology and other sources. Despite ongoing debates about his outlook and purposes, his histories remain central for understanding the end of the Second Temple era and are widely studied in translation and commentary.
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    Flavius Josephus, born in Jerusalem in 37 or 38 CE to a priestly family and living into the early second century, wrote at a moment when Judea’s fate was entangled with Rome’s ascendancy. He was educated in the traditions of the Pharisees and claims ancestry linking him to the Hasmoneans through his mother. As a young man he tested ascetic and sectarian disciplines before committing to the Pharisaic way. In 64 CE he traveled to Rome to secure the release of Jewish priests, aided by Poppaea Sabina, Nero’s wife, an experience that sharpened his awareness of imperial power. This lifetime vantage frames his historical works.

Josephus’s histories look back to the political transformations that began with Pompey’s annexation of Jerusalem in 63 BCE, the subsequent client kingship of Herod the Great from 37 to 4 BCE, and the reconfiguration of Judea’s institutions. The Hasmonean experiment in sovereignty, emerging from the Maccabean revolt of the second century BCE, had intertwined priesthood and monarchy. Herod, supported by Mark Antony and later confirmed by Octavian Augustus, retained Jewish cultic structures while remaking politics, law, and urban life. His legacy, including his heirs Archelaus, Antipas, and Philip, forms a dynastic framework that sets the stage for Roman prefects and procurators who followed.

After the deposition of Archelaus in 6 CE, Judea fell under direct Roman administration, governed by prefects and later procurators under the legate of Syria. The census of Quirinius in 6 CE reorganized taxation and stirred local resistance. Prefects such as Pontius Pilate (26–36 CE) provoked unrest through fiscal and symbolic offenses, while later governors, including Antonius Felix (52–59) and Porcius Festus (59–62), navigated intensifying tensions. The succession of Albinus and Gessius Florus (64–66) culminated in crisis. This bureaucratic chain connected Caesarea Maritima, the administrative capital, to Jerusalem’s temple authority, embedding Judea within imperial finance, judicial oversight, and military structures.

The social and religious landscape Josephus describes was pluriform. Pharisees emphasized legal interpretation and ancestral tradition; Sadducees were associated with priestly and aristocratic circles; Essenes practiced communal, ascetic lives with strict purity codes; and the later-labeled Zealots elevated revolutionary fervor. Josephus also reports on the Sicarii, knife-wielding extremists. These groupings were not rigid parties in a modern sense, but overlapping networks of teaching, status, and practice. Their divergences—on fate, free will, resurrection, and halakhic detail—shaped civic life, courts, and piety. Such diversity, when strained by foreign rule and elite rivalries, conditioned the fault lines that would widen into open conflict.

Second Temple Jerusalem centered communal identity in the sanctuary rebuilt after 516 BCE and magnificently expanded under Herod from 20/19 BCE. Pilgrimage festivals brought tens of thousands for Passover, Shavuot, and Sukkot, driving a temple economy linked to sacrifice, tithes, and coinage. High priests, drawn from elite families such as the house of Annas, mediated between populace and imperial authority. The Sanhedrin, whose precise powers varied across decades, coordinated legal and cultic matters. Temple purity regimes structured daily life and social boundaries. This sacred complex, both spiritual and fiscal, symbolized covenantal order; its destruction in 70 CE therefore redefined Jewish life across the Mediterranean.

Hellenistic culture permeated Judea and the diaspora. Greek language, civic institutions, and educational forms mediated interactions among Jews, Syrians, Greeks, and Romans. Jewish communities flourished in Alexandria, Antioch, and Rome, sustaining synagogues, communal councils, and mercantile networks. Philosophical discourse—Stoic, Platonic, Cynic—provided idioms for explaining ancestral law to outsiders. Bilingual elites bridged traditions, while artisans and farmers navigated local markets open to imperial trade. The diffusion of Jewish law codes, Sabbath observance, dietary customs, and charity across the diaspora created diverse expressions of identity. Josephus adopts this cosmopolitan vantage, translating Judean history into the Greek historiographical language of his day.

Imperial power periodically collided with local cult. The crisis under Gaius Caligula (39–41 CE), when the emperor ordered his statue placed in the Jerusalem temple, dramatized the fragility of provincial rights. Only the intercession of the Syrian legate Publius Petronius and Caligula’s death averted sacrilege. In Alexandria in 38 CE, ethnic violence against Jews erupted amid civic rivalries, and imperial rescripts under Claudius (41–54) attempted to stabilize communal privileges while curbing unrest. Such episodes clarified the limits of tolerance within Roman pluralism and established a documentary trail of letters, decrees, and embassies that Josephus cites to argue for the antiquity and legality of Jewish customs.

Social banditry, prophetic agitation, and messianic hopes marked the first century. Josephus traces a tradition from Judas the Galilean’s resistance to the Quirinian census in 6 CE to later figures like Theudas and the Egyptian prophet who drew crowds into the wilderness. Charismatic leaders fused apocalyptic signs, purification rites, and promises of liberation. Roman authorities, wary of mass assemblies, responded with swift repression. These movements challenged priestly mediation and eroded confidence in cautious diplomacy. They also reveal a rural-urban divide in which Galilee and the Judean wilderness functioned as seedbeds for new loyalties, providing context for the militancy that emerged in the later 60s.

The road to war intensified under Nero (54–68 CE). Longstanding grievances over taxation, civic status in mixed cities like Caesarea and Scythopolis, and abuses by Gessius Florus converged in 66 CE. Jerusalem radicals halted sacrifices for the emperor, a symbolic breach of order. The early rebel victory over Cestius Gallus at Beth Horon emboldened resistance. A provisional government in Jerusalem appointed regional commanders, including Josephus in Galilee. There he contested rivals such as John of Gischala while fortifying towns like Jotapata. Roman strategy, led by Vespasian from Antioch with legions X Fretensis, V Macedonica, and XV Apollinaris, proceeded systematically through Galilee in 67 CE.

Civil war in Rome in 69 CE, the Year of the Four Emperors, reshaped the conflict. Vespasian’s acclamation as emperor stabilized Roman command and enabled his son Titus to finish the Judean campaign. The siege of Jerusalem in 70 CE culminated in the burning of the temple on the ninth of Av, mass casualties, and enslavements. Remaining resistance at Machaerus and Masada fell by 73 or 74 CE. The Flavian triumph in Rome in 71 CE paraded sacred vessels, and the fiscus Iudaicus imposed a tax on Jews throughout the empire. These events redefined Jewish communal life and imperial messaging for generations.

Captured at Jotapata in 67 CE, Josephus survived by predicting Vespasian’s imperial ascent. After 69 CE he received favors from the Flavian house, Roman citizenship, and the gentilicium Flavius, and resided in Rome under Vespasian, Titus, and Domitian. He maintained ties with client rulers such as Agrippa II and Berenice, and accessed information from veterans and court circles. This position, precarious yet privileged, made him both participant and observer. It shaped his intention to justify his choices, to interpret the revolt to Romans, and to defend the antiquity and reasonableness of Jewish law to a broader Mediterranean audience.

Josephus composed his works in Rome between roughly 75 and 100 CE. He first produced a war narrative, initially in his native language for eastern audiences and then in Greek, refined under Flavian patronage. Later, under Domitian, he completed a universal history of the Jewish people in twenty books, ending with the procuratorship of Florus and the eve of revolt, around 93/94 CE. He appended an autobiography and wrote a defense of Jewish tradition against Alexandrian critics. His aim was twofold: to explain the causes and course of the war and to display the antiquity of Jewish law to Greco-Roman readers.

His method belongs to classical historiography. Josephus arranges speeches, character portraits, and analytical digressions in a Thucydidean and Polybian manner while citing documents—senatorial decrees, royal letters, and civic resolutions—to anchor claims. He draws on biblical books, court histories like those of Nicolas of Damascus, Herodian archives, and oral reports from priests, aristocrats, and soldiers. He couples ethnographic description with military narrative, embedding Judea’s story within wider Mediterranean geopolitics. Chronology is coordinated with Olympiads and regnal years. This blend of source citation and rhetorical craft seeks credibility before skeptical Greek readers and situates Jewish history within the canon of serious history writing.

The Herodian century was transformative. Herod the Great’s building program reshaped landscapes and loyalties: Caesarea Maritima with its harbor Sebastos, the temple mount’s vast platform in Jerusalem, fortresses at Masada and Herodium, and cities like Sebaste in Samaria. His successors continued urbanization in Tiberias and Julias. Monumental architecture signaled allegiance to Rome and cultivated Greek civic life while providing employment and integrating markets. Palatial complexes, amphitheaters, and aqueducts coexisted with synagogue networks and pilgrim circuits. The tension between cosmopolitan urban culture and traditional piety, visible in stone and ritual, provides essential context for understanding political choices and popular expectations.

Judea’s story unfolds amid regional rivalries. Nabataea under Aretas IV, the Decapolis cities, and the Iturean and Trachonite territories linked caravan routes from Arabia to Damascus. Parthian incursions in the 40s BCE and Roman counter-campaigns under Ventidius, Antony, and later governors framed imperial frontiers. Augustus’s settlement reorganized provinces, and Syrian legates exercised decisive power. Agrippa I briefly reunited Herodian lands (41–44 CE) before the return to procuratorial rule. Coastal poleis like Gaza and Ascalon competed with Jewish settlements for status. These shifting sovereignties and trade corridors shaped taxation, recruitment, and diplomacy, setting constraints that both war and narrative would later expose.

Josephus positions Jewish law as an ancient politeia, a constitution regulating cult and civic virtue, commensurate with the admired laws of Lycurgus or Solon. He argues that the Torah fosters social cohesion, philanthropy, and justice. This apologetic mode engages Greek debates on ethnicity, antiquity, and rational piety. His articulation of monotheism and ethics converses with Stoic and Platonic thought. Later readers, including Eusebius of Caesarea in the fourth century, mined Josephus for chronology and for testimony about Second Temple events. The transmission of his texts through Greek and Latin manuscripts ensured that his synthesis shaped both Christian and Jewish historical memory.

Across his oeuvre Josephus emerges as mediator of memory. A Jerusalem priest who became a Roman citizen in the Flavian orbit, he preserved the rituals, leaders, and calamities of Second Temple Judaism while addressing imperial audiences. He sought to diagnose the causes of catastrophe, to restrain future rebellions, and to commend Jewish antiquity to a skeptical world. The names, dates, and places he records—Jerusalem, Galilee, Jotapata, Rome; 63 BCE, 6 CE, 66–70 CE; Pompey, Herod, Vespasian, Titus—compose a shared chronology. His works thus function as a bridge between biblical tradition and Roman history, indispensable for reconstructing a fractured century.
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    The Antiquities of the Jews
A comprehensive history of the Jewish people from creation to the eve of the First Jewish–Roman War, recasting biblical narratives and later events to present Jewish antiquity, laws, and institutions to a Greco-Roman audience. It follows the patriarchs, exodus, monarchy, exile and return, the Hasmoneans, and Herodian rule up to the mid‑1st century CE.
The War of the Jews
An eyewitness history of the Jewish revolt against Rome (66–73 CE) that examines its causes and recounts the Roman campaigns under Vespasian and Titus. It traces internal factionalism, decisive sieges, the fall of Jerusalem and the Temple, and the conflict’s aftermath.
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PREFACE



BOOK I Containing The Interval Of Three Thousand Eight Hundred And Thirty-Three Years. — From The Creation To The Death Of Isaac




CHAPTER 1 The Constitution Of The World And The Disposition Of The Elements



CHAPTER 2 Concerning The Posterity Of Adam, And The Ten Generations From Him To The Deluge



CHAPTER 3 Concerning The Flood; And After What Manner Noah Was Saved In An Ark, With His Kindred, And Afterwards Dwelt In The Plain Of Shinar



CHAPTER 4 Concerning The Tower Of Babylon, And The Confusion Of Tongues



CHAPTER 5 After What Manner The Posterity Of Noah Sent Out Colonies, And Inhabited The Whole Earth



CHAPTER 6 How Every Nation Was Denominated From Their First Inhabitants



CHAPTER 7 How Abram Our Forefather Went Out Of The Land Of The Chaldeans, And Lived In The Land Then Called Canaan But Now Judea



CHAPTER 8 That When There Was A Famine In Canaan, Abram Went Thence Into Egypt; And After He Had Continued There A While He Returned Back Again



CHAPTER 9 The Destruction Of The Sodomites By The Assyrian War



CHAPTER 10 How Abram Fought With The Assyrians, And Overcame Them, And Saved The Sodomite Prisoners, And Took From The Assyrians The Prey They Had Gotten



CHAPTER 11 How God Overthrew The Nation Of The Sodomites, Out Of His Wrath Against Them For Their Sins



CHAPTER 12 Concerning Abimelech; And Concerning Ismael The Son Of Abraham; And Concerning The Arabians, Who Were His Posterity



CHAPTER 13 Concerning Isaac The Legitimate Son Of Abraham



CHAPTER 14 Concerning Sarah Abraham's Wife; And How She Ended Her Days



CHAPTER 15 How The Nation Of The Troglodytes Were Derived From Abraham By Keturah



CHAPTER 16 How Isaac Took Rebeka To Wife



CHAPTER 17 Concerning The Death Of Abraham



CHAPTER 18 Concerning The Sons Of Isaac, Esau And Jacob; Of Their Nativity And Education



CHAPTER 19 Concerning Jacob's Flight Into Mesopotamia, By Reason Of The Fear He Was In Of His Brother



CHAPTER 20 Concerning The Meeting Of Jacob And Esau



CHAPTER 21 Concerning The Violation Of Dina's Chastity



CHAPTER 22 How Isaac Died, And Was Buried In Hebron





BOOK II Containing The Interval Of Two Hundred And Twenty Years. — From The Death Of Isaac To The Exodus Out Of Egypt




CHAPTER 1 How Esau And Jacob, Isaac's Sons Divided Their Habitation; And Esau Possessed Idumea And Jacob Canaan



CHAPTER 2 How Joseph, The Youngest Of Jacob's Sons, Was Envied By His Brethren, When Certain Dreams Had Foreshown His Future Happiness



CHAPTER 3 How Joseph Was Thus Sold By His Brethren Into Egypt, By Reason Of Their Hatred To Him; And How He There Grew Famous And Illustrious And Had His Brethren Under His Power



CHAPTER 4 Concerning The Signal Chastity Of Joseph



CHAPTER 5 What Things Befell Joseph In Prison



CHAPTER 6 How Joseph When He Was Become Famous In Egypt, Had His Brethren In Subjection



CHAPTER 7 The Removal Of Joseph's Father With All His Family, To Him, On Account Of The Famine



CHAPTER 8 Of The Death Of Jacob And Joseph



CHAPTER 9 Concerning The Afflictions That Befell The Hebrews In Egypt, During Four Hundred Years



CHAPTER 10 How Moses Made War With The Ethiopians



CHAPTER 11 How Moses Fled Out Of Egypt Into Midian



CHAPTER 12 Concerning The Burning Bush And The Rod Of Moses



CHAPTER 13 How Moses And Aaron Returned Into Egypt To Pharaoh



CHAPTER 14 Concerning The Ten Plagues Which Came Upon The Egyptians



CHAPTER 15 How The Hebrews Under The Conduct Of Moses Left Egypt



CHAPTER 16 How The Sea Was Divided Asunder For The Hebrews, When They Were Pursued By The Egyptians, And So Gave Them An Opportunity Of Escaping From Them





BOOK III Containing The Interval Of Two Years. — From The Exodus Out Of Egypt, To The Rejection Of That Generation




CHAPTER 1 How Moses When He Had Brought The People Out Of Egypt Led Them To Mount Sinai; But Not Till They Had Suffered Much In Their Journey



CHAPTER 2 How The Amalekites And The Neighbouring Nations, Made War With The Hebrews And Were Beaten And Lost A Great Part Of Their Army



CHAPTER 3 That Moses Kindly Received-His Father-In-Law, Jethro, When He Came To Him To Mount Sinai



CHAPTER 4 How Raguel Suggested To Moses To Set His People In Order, Under Their Rulers Of Thousands, And Rulers Of Hundreds, Who Lived Without Order Before; And How Moses Complied In All Things With His Father-In-Law's Admonition



CHAPTER 5 How Moses Ascended Up To Mount Sinai, And Received Laws From God, And Delivered Them To The Hebrews



CHAPTER 6 Concerning The Tabernacle Which Moses Built In The Wilderness For The Honor Of God And Which Seemed To Be A Temple



CHAPTER 7 Concerning The Garments Of The Priests, And Of The High Priest



CHAPTER 8 Of The Priesthood Of Aaron



CHAPTER 9 The Manner Of Our Offering Sacrifices



CHAPTER 10 Concerning The Festivals; And How Each Day Of Such Festival Is To Be Observed



CHAPTER 11 Of The Purifications



CHAPTER 12 Several Laws



CHAPTER 13 Moses Removed From Mount Sinai, And Conducted The People To The Borders Of The Canaanites



CHAPTER 14 How Moses Sent Some Persons To Search Out The Land Of The Canaanites, And The Largeness Of Their Cities; And Further That When Those Who Were Sent Were Returned, After Forty Days And Reported That They Should Not Be A Match For Them, And Extolled The Strength Of The Canaanites The Multitude Were Disturbed And Fell Into Despair; And Were Resolved To Stone Moses, And To Return Back Again Into Egypt, And Serve The Egyptians



CHAPTER 15 How Moses Was Displeased At This, And Foretold That God Was Angry And That They Should Continue In The Wilderness For Forty Years And Not, During That Time, Either Return Into Egypt Or Take Possession Of Canaan





BOOK IV Containing The Interval Of Thirty-Eight Years. — From The Rejection Of That Generation To The Death Of Moses




CHAPTER 1 Fight Of The Hebrews With The Canaanites Without The Consent Of Moses; And Their Defeat



CHAPTER 2 The Sedition Of Corah And Of The Multitude Against Moses, And Against His Brother, Concerning The Priesthood



CHAPTER 3 How Those That Stirred Up This Sedition Were Destroyed, According To The Will Of God; And How Aaron, Moses's Brother Both He And His Posterity, Retained The Priesthood



CHAPTER 4 What Happened To The Hebrews During Thirty-Eight Years In The Wilderness



CHAPTER 5 How Moses Conquered Sihon And Og Kings Of The Amorites, And Destroyed Their Whole Army And Then Divided Their Land By Lot To Two Tribes And A Half Of The Hebrews



CHAPTER 6 Concerning Balaam The Prophet And What Kind Of Man He Was



CHAPTER 7 How The Hebrews Fought With The Midianites, And Overcame Them



CHAPTER 8 The Polity Settled By Moses; And How He Disappeared From Among Mankind





BOOK V Containing The Interval Of Four Hundred And Seventy-Six Years. — From The Death Of Moses To The Death Of Eli




CHAPTER 1 How Joshua, The Commander Of The Hebrews, Made War With The Canaanites, And Overcame Them, And Destroyed Them, And Divided Their Land By Lot To The Tribes Of Israel



CHAPTER 2 How, After The Death Of Joshua Their Commander, The Israelites Transgressed The Laws Of Their Country, And Experienced Great Afflictions; And When There Was A Sedition Arisen, The Tribe Of Benjamin Was Destroyed Excepting Only Six Hundred Men



CHAPTER 3 How The Israelites After This Misfortune Grew Wicked And Served The Assyrians; And How God Delivered Them By Othniel, Who Ruled Over The Forty Years



CHAPTER 4 How Our People Served The Moabites Eighteen Years, And Were Then Delivered From Slavery By One Ehud Who Retained The Dominion Eighty Years



CHAPTER 5 How The Canaanites Brought The Israelites Under Slavery For Twenty Years; After Which They Were Delivered By Barak And Deborah, Who Ruled Over Them For Forty Years



CHAPTER 6 How The Midianites And Other Nations Fought Against The Israelites And Beat Them, And Afflicted Their Country For Seven Years, How They Were Delivered By Gideon, Who Ruled Over The Multitude For Forty Years



CHAPTER 7 That The Judges Who Succeeded Gideon Made War With The Adjoining Nations For A Long Time



CHAPTER 8 Concerning The Fortitude Of Samson, And What Mischiefs He Brought Upon The Philistines



CHAPTER 9 How Under Eli's Government Of The Israelites Booz Married Ruth, From Whom Came Obed The Grandfather Of David



CHAPTER 10 Concerning The Birth Of Samuel; And How He Foretold The Calamity That Befell The Sons Of Eli



CHAPTER 11 Herein Is Declared What Befell The Sons Of Eli, The Ark, And The People And How Eli Himself Died Miserably





BOOK VI Containing The Interval Of Thirty-Two Years. — From The Death Of Eli To The Death Of Saul




CHAPTER 1 The Destruction That Came Upon The Philistines, And Upon Their Land, By The Wrath Of Go On Account Of Their Having Carried The Ark Away Captive; And After What Manner They Sent It Back To The Hebrews



CHAPTER 2 The Expedition Of The Philistines Against The Hebrews And The Hebrews' Victory Under The Conduct Of Samuel The Prophet, Who Was Their General



CHAPTER 3 How Samuel When He Was So Infirm With Old Age That He Could Not Take Care Of The Public Affairs Intrusted Them To His Sons; And How Upon The Evil Administration Of The Government By Them The Multitude Were So Angry, That They Required To Have A King To Govern Them, Although Samuel Was Much Displeased Thereat



CHAPTER 4 The Appointment Of A King Over The Israelites, Whose Name Was Saul; And This By The Command Of God



CHAPTER 5 Saul's Expedition Against The Nation Of The Ammonites And Victory Over Them And The Spoils He Took From Them



CHAPTER 6 How The Philistines Made Another Expedition Against The Hebrews And Were Beaten



CHAPTER 7 Saul's War With The Amalekites, And Conquest Of Them



CHAPTER 8 How, Upon Saul's Transgression Of The Prophet's Commands, Samuel Ordained Another Person To Be King Privately, Whose Name Was David, As God Commanded Him



CHAPTER 9 How The Philistines Made Another Expedition Against The Hebrews Under The Reign Of Saul; And How They Were Overcome By David's Slaying Goliath In Single Combat



CHAPTER 10 Saul Envies David For His Glorious Success, And Takes An Occasion Of Entrapping Him, From The Promise He Made Him Of Giving Him His Daughter In Marriage; But This Upon Condition Of His Bringing Him Six Hundred Heads Of The Philistines



CHAPTER 11 How David, Upon Saul's Laying Snares For Him, Did Yet Escape The Dangers He Was In By The Affection And Care Of Jonathan And The Contrivances Of His Wife Michal: And How He Came To Samuel The Prophet



CHAPTER 12 How David Fled To Ahimelech And Afterwards To The Kings Of The Philistines And Of The Moabites, And How Saul Slew Ahimelech And His Family



CHAPTER 13 How David, When He Had Twice The Opportunity Of Killing Saul Did Not Kill Him. Also Concerning The Death Of Samuel And Nabal



CHAPTER 14 How Saul Upon God's Not Answering Him Concerning The Fight With The Philistines Desired A Necromantic Woman To Raise Up The Soul Of Samuel To Him; And How He Died, With His Sons Upon The Overthrow Of The Hebrews In Battle





BOOK VII Containing The Interval Of Forty Years. — From The Death Of Saul To The Death Of David




CHAPTER 1 How David Reigned Over One Tribe At Hebron While The Son Of Saul Reigned Over The Rest Of The Multitude; And How, In The Civil War Which Then Arose Asahel And Abner Were Slain



CHAPTER 2 That Upon The Slaughter Of Ishbosheth By The Treachery Of His Friends, David Received The Whole Kingdom



CHAPTER 3 How David Laid Siege To Jerusalem; And When He Had Taken The City, He Cast The Canaanites Out Of It, And Brought In The Jews To Inhabit Therein



CHAPTER 4 That When David Had Conquered The Philistines Who Made War Against Him At Jerusalem, He Removed The Ark To Jerusalem And Had A Mind To Build A Temple



CHAPTER 5 How David Brought Under The Philistines, And The Moabites, And The Kings Of Sophene And Of Damascus, And Of The Syrians As Also The Idumeans, In War; And How He Made A League With The King Of Hamath; And Was Mindful Of The Friendship That Jonathan, The Son Of Saul, Had Borne Him



CHAPTER 6 How The War Was Waged Against The Ammonites And Happily Concluded



CHAPTER 7 How David Fell In Love With Bathsheba, And Slew Her Husband Uriah, For Which He Is Reproved By Nathan



CHAPTER 8 How Absalom Murdered Amnon, Who Had Forced His Own Sister; And How He Was Banished And Afterwards Recalled By David



CHAPTER 9 Concerning The Insurrection Of Absalom Against David And Concerning Ahithophel And Hushai; And Concerning Ziba And Shimei; And How Ahithophel Hanged Himself



CHAPTER 10 How, When Absalom Was Beaten, He Was Caught In A Tree By His Hair And Was Slain



CHAPTER 11 How David, When He Had Recovered His Kingdom, Was Reconciled To Shimei, And To Ziba; And Showed A Great Affection To Barzillai; And How, Upon The Rise Of A Sedition, He Made Amasa Captain Of His Host, In Order To Pursue Seba; Which Amasa Was Slain By Joab



CHAPTER 12 How The Hebrews Were Delivered From A Famine When The Gibeonites Had Caused Punishment To Be Inflicted For Those Of Them That Had Been Slain: As Also, What Great Actions Were Performed Against The Philistines By David, And The Men Of Valor About Him



CHAPTER 13 That When David Had Numbered the People, They Were Punished; and How the Divine Compassion Restrained That Punishment



CHAPTER 14 That David Made Great Preparations For The House Of God; And That, Upon Adonijah's Attempt To Gain The Kingdom, He Appointed Solomon To Reign



CHAPTER 15 What Charge David Gave To his Son Solomon At The Approach Of His Death, And How Many Things He Left Him For The Building Of The Temple





BOOK VIII Containing The Interval Of One Hundred And Sixty-Three Years. — From The Death Of David To The Death Of Ahab




CHAPTER 1 How Solomon, When He Had Received The Kingdom Took Off His Enemies



CHAPTER 2 Concerning The Wife Of Solomon; Concerning His Wisdom And Riches; And Concerning What He Obtained Of Hiram For The Building Of The Temple



CHAPTER 3 Of The Building Of This Temple



CHAPTER 4 How Solomon Removed The Ark Into The Temple How He Made Supplication To God, And Offered Public Sacrifices To Him



CHAPTER 5 How Solomon Built Himself A Royal Palace, Very Costly And Splendid; And How He Solved The Riddles Which Were Sent Him By Hiram



CHAPTER 6 How Solomon Fortified The City Of Jerusalem, And Built Great Cities; And How He Brought Some Of The Canaanites Into Subjection, And Entertained The Queen Of Egypt And Of Ethiopia



CHAPTER 7 How Solomon Grew Rich, And Fell Desperately In Love With Women And How God, Being Incensed At It, Raised Up Ader And Jeroboam Against Him. Concerning The Death Of Solomon



CHAPTER 8 How, Upon The Death Of Solomon The People Forsook His Son Rehoboam, And Ordained Jeroboam King Over The Ten Tribes



CHAPTER 9 How Jadon The Prophet Was Persuaded By Another Lying Prophet And Returned (To Bethel,) And Was Afterwards Slain By A Lion. As Also What Words The Wicked Prophet Made Use Of To Persuade The King, And Thereby Alienated His Mind From God



CHAPTER 10 Concerning Rehoboam, And How God Inflicted Punishment Upon Him For His Impiety By Shishak (King Of Egypt)



CHAPTER 11 Concerning The Death Of A Son Of Jeroboam. How Jeroboam Was Beaten By Abijah Who Died A Little Afterward And Was Succeeded In His Kingdom By Asa. And Also How, After The Death Of Jeroboam Baasha Destroyed His Son Nadab And All The House Of Jeroboam



CHAPTER 12 How Zerah, King Of The Ethiopians, Was Beaten By Asa; And How Asa, Upon Baasha's Making War Against Him, Invited The King Of The Damascens To Assist Him; And How, On The Destruction Of The House Of Baasha Zimri Got The Kingdom As Did His Son Ahab After Him



CHAPTER 13 How Ahab When He Had Taken Jezebel To Wife Became More Wicked Than All The Kings That Had Been Before Him; Of The Actions Of The Prophet Elijah, And What Befell Naboth



CHAPTER 14 How Hadad King Of Damascus And Of Syria, Made Two Expeditions Against Ahab And Was Beaten



CHAPTER 15 Concerning Jehoshaphat The King Of Jerusalem And How Ahab Made An Expedition Against The Syrians And Was Assisted Therein By Jehoshaphat, But Was Himself Overcome In Battle And Perished Therein





BOOK IX Containing The Interval Of One Hundred And Fifty-Seven Years. — From The Death Of Ahab To The Captivity Of The Ten Tribes




CHAPTER 1 Concerning Jehoshaphat Again; How He Constituted Judges And, By God's Assistance Overcame His Enemies



CHAPTER 2 Concerning Ahaziah; The King Of Israel; And Again Concerning The Prophet Elijah



CHAPTER 3 How Joram And Jehoshaphat Made An Expedition Against The Moabites; As Also Concerning The Wonders Of Elisha; And The Death Of Jehoshaphat



CHAPTER 4 Jehoram Succeeds Jehoshaphat; How Joram, His Namesake, King Of Israel, Fought With The Syrians; And What Wonders Were Done By The Prophet Elisha



CHAPTER 5 Concerning The Wickedness Of Jehoram King Of Jerusalem; His Defeat And Death



CHAPTER 6 How Jehu Was Anointed King, And Slew Both Joram And Ahaziah; As Also What He Did For The Punishment Of The Wicked



CHAPTER 7 How Athaliah Reigned Over Jerusalem For Five (Six) Years When Jehoiada The High Priest Slew Her And Made Jehoash, The Son Of Ahaziah, King



CHAPTER 8 Hazael Makes An Expedition Against The People Of Israel And The Inhabitants Of Jerusalem. Jehu Dies, And Jehoahaz Succeeds In The Government. Jehoash The King Of Jerusalem At First Is Careful About The Worship Of God But Afterwards Becomes Impious And Commands Zechariah To Be Stoned. When Jehoash (King Of Judah) Was Dead, Amaziah Succeeds Him In The Kingdom



CHAPTER 9 How Amaziah Made An Expedition Against The Edomites And Amalekites And Conquered Them; But When He Afterwards Made War Against Joash, He Was Beaten And Not Long After Was Slain, And Uzziah Succeeded In The Government



CHAPTER 10 Concerning Jeroboam King Of Israel And Jonah The Prophet; And How After The Death Of Jeroboam His Son Zachariah Took The Government. How Uzziah, King Of Jerusalem, Subdued The Nations That Were Round About Him; And What Befell Him When He Attempted To Offer Incense To God



CHAPTER 11 How Zachariah Shallum, Menahem Pekahiah And Pekah Took The Government Over The Israelites; And How Pul And Tiglath-Pileser Made An Expedition Against The Israelites. How Jotham, The Son Of Uzziah Reigned Over The Tribe Of Judah; And What Things Nahum Prophesied Against The Assyrians



CHAPTER 12 How Upon The Death Of Jotham, Ahaz Reigned In His Stead; Against Whom Rezin, King Of Syria And Pekah King Of Israel, Made War; And How Tiglath-Pileser, King Of Assyria Came To The Assistance Of Ahaz, And Laid Syria Waste And Removing The Damascenes Into Media Placed Other Nations In Their Room



CHAPTER 13 How Pekah Died By The Treachery Of Hoshea Who Was A Little After Subdued By Shalmaneser; And How Hezekiah Reigned Instead Of Ahaz; And What Actions Of Piety And Justice He Did



CHAPTER 14 How Shalmaneser Took Samaria By Force And How He Transplanted The Ten Tribes Into Media, And Brought The Nation Of The Cutheans Into Their Country (In Their Room)





BOOK X Containing The Interval Of One Hundred And Eighty-Two Years And A Half. — From The Captivity Of The Ten Tribes To The First Year Of Cyrus




CHAPTER 1 How Sennacherib Made An Expedition Against Hezekiah; What Threatenings Rabshakeh Made To Hezekiah When Sennacherib Was Gone Against The Egyptians; How Isaiah The Prophet Encouraged Him; How Sennacherib Having Failed Of Success In Egypt, Returned Thence To Jerusalem; And How Upon His Finding His Army Destroyed, He Returned Home; And What Befell Him A Little Afterward



CHAPTER 2 How Hezekiah Was Sick, And Ready To Die; And How God Bestowed Upon Him Fifteen Years Longer Life, (And Secured That Promise) By The Going Back Of The Shadow Ten Degrees



CHAPTER 3 How Manasseh Reigned After Hezekiah; And How When He Was In Captivity He Returned To God And Was Restored To His Kingdom And Left It To (His Son) Amon



CHAPTER 4 How Amon Reigned Instead Of Manasseh; And After Amon Reigned Josiah; He Was Both Righteous And Religious. As Also Concerning Huldah The Prophetess



CHAPTER 5 How Josiah Fought With Neco (King Of Egypt.) And Was Wounded And Died In A Little Time Afterward; As Also How Neco Carried Jehoahaz, Who Had Been Made King Into Egypt And Delivered The Kingdom To Jehoiakim; And (Lastly) Concerning Jeremiah And Ezekiel



CHAPTER 6 How Nebuchadnezzar, When He Had Conquered The King Of Egypt Made An Expedition Against The Jews, And Slew Jehoiakim, And Made Jehoiachin His Son King



CHAPTER 7 That The King Of Babylon Repented Of Making Jehoiachin King, And Took Him Away To Babylon And Delivered The Kingdom To Zedekiah. This King Would Not Believe What Was Predicted By Jeremiah And Ezekiel But Joined Himself To The Egyptians; Who When They Came Into Judea, Were Vanquished By The King Of Babylon; As Also What Befell Jeremiah



CHAPTER 8 How The King Of Babylon Took Jerusalem And Burnt The Temple And Removed The People Of Jerusalem And Zedekiah To Babylon. As Also, Who They Were That Had Succeeded In The High Priesthood Under The Kings



CHAPTER 9 How Nebuzaradan Set Gedaliah Over The Jews That Were Left In Judea Which Gedaliah Was A Little Afterward Slain By Ishmael; And How Johanan After Ishmael Was Driven Away Went Down Into Egypt With The People Which People Nebuchadnezzar When He Made An Expedition Against The Egyptians Took Captive And Brought Them Away To Babylon



CHAPTER 10 Concerning Daniel And What Befell Him At Babylon



CHAPTER 11 Concerning Nebuchadnezzar And His Successors And How Their Government Was Dissolved By The Persians; And What Things Befell Daniel In Media; And What Prophecies He Delivered There





BOOK XI Containing The Interval Of Two Hundred And Fifty-Three Years And Five Months. — From The First Of Cyrus To The Death Of Alexander The Great




CHAPTER 1 How Cyrus, King Of The Persians, Delivered The Jews Out Of Babylon And Suffered Them To Return To Their Own Country And To Build Their Temple, For Which Work He Gave Them Money



CHAPTER 2 How Upon The Death Of Cyrus The Jews Were Hindered In Building Of The Temple By The Cutheans, And The Neighboring Governors; And How Cambyses Entirely Forbade The Jews To Do Any Such Thing



CHAPTER 3 How After The Death Of Cambyses And The Slaughter Of The Magi But Under The Reign Of Darius, Zorobabel Was Superior To The Rest In The Solution Of Problems And Thereby Obtained This Favor Of The King, That The Temple Should Be Built



CHAPTER 4 How The Temple Was Built While The Cutheans Endeavored In Vain To Obstruct The Work



CHAPTER 5 How Xerxes The Son Of Darius Was Well Disposed To The Jews; As Also Concerning Esdras And Nehemiah



CHAPTER 6 Concerning Esther And Mordecai And Haman; And How In The Reign Of Artaxerxes The Whole Nation Of The Jews Was In Danger Of Perishing



CHAPTER 7 How John Slew His Brother Jesus In The Temple; And How Bagoses Offered Many Injuries To The Jews; And What Sanballat Did



CHAPTER 8 Concerning Sanballat And Manasseh, And The Temple Which They Built On Mount Gerizzim; As Also How Alexander Made His Entry Into The City Jerusalem, And What Benefits He Bestowed On The Jews





BOOK XII Containing The Interval Of A Hundred And Seventy Years. — From The Death Of Alexander The Great To The Death Of Judas Maccabeus




CHAPTER 1 How Ptolemy The Son Of Lagus Took Jerusalem And Judea By Deceit And Treachery, And Carried Many Thence, And Planted Them In Egypt



CHAPTER 2 How Ptolemy Philadelphus Procured The Laws Of The Jews To Be Translated Into The Greek Tongue And Set Many Captives Free, And Dedicated Many Gifts To God



CHAPTER 3 How The Kings Of Asia Honored The Nation Of The Jews And Made Them Citizens Of Those Cities Which They Built



CHAPTER 4 How Antiochus Made A League With Ptolemy And How Onias Provoked Ptolemy Euergetes To Anger; And How Joseph Brought All Things Right Again, And Entered Into Friendship With Him; And What Other Things Were Done By Joseph, And His Son Hyrcanus



CHAPTER 5 How, Upon The Quarrels One Against Another About The High Priesthood Antiochus Made An Expedition Against Jerusalem, Took The City And Pillaged The Temples. And Distressed The Jews' As Also How Many Of The Jews Forsook The Laws Of Their Country; And How The Samaritans Followed The Customs Of The Greeks And Named Their Temple At Mount Gerizzim The Temple Of Jupiter Hellenius



CHAPTER 6 How, Upon Antiochus's Prohibition To The Jews To Make Use Of The Laws Of Their Country Mattathias, The Son Of Asamoneus, Alone Despised The King, And Overcame The Generals Of Antiochus's Army; As Also Concerning The Death Of Mattathias, And The Succession Of Judas



CHAPTER 7 How Judas Overthrew The Forces Of Apollonius And Seron And Killed The Generals Of Their Armies Themselves; And How When, A Little While Afterwards Lysias And Gorgias Were Beaten He Went Up To Jerusalem And Purified The Temple



CHAPTER 8 How Judas Subdued The Nations Round About; And How Simon Beat The People Of Tyre And Ptolemais; And How Judas Overcame Timotheus, And Forced Him To Fly Away, And Did Many Other Things After Joseph And Azarias Had Been Beaten



CHAPTER 9 Concerning The Death Of Antiochus Epiphane. How Antiochus Eupator Fought Against Juda And Besieged Him In The Temple And Afterwards Made Peace With Him And Departed; Of Alcimus And Onias



CHAPTER 10 How Bacchides, The General Of Demetrius's Army, Made An Expedition Against Judea, And Returned Without Success; And How Nicanor Was Sent A Little Afterward Against Judas And Perished, Together With His Army; As Also Concerning The Death Of Alcimus And The Succession Of Judas



CHAPTER 11 That Bacchides Was Again Sent Out Against Judas; And How Judas Fell As He Was Courageously Fighting





BOOK XIII Containing The Interval Of Eighty-Two Years. — From The Death Of Judas Maccabeus To The Death Of Queen Alexandra




CHAPTER 1 How Jonathan Took The Government After His Brother Judas; And How He, Together With His Brother Simon, Waged War Against Bacchides



CHAPTER 2 How Alexander (Bala) In His War With Demetrius, Granted Jonathan Many Advantages And Appointed Him To Be High Priest And Persuaded Him To Assist Him Although Demetrius Promised Him Greater Advantages On The Other Side. Concerning The Death



CHAPTER 3 The Friendship That Was Between Onias And Ptolemy Philometor; And How Onias Built A Temple In Egypt Like To That At Jerusalem



CHAPTER 4 How Alexander Honored Jonathan After An Extraordinary Manner; And How Demetrius, The Son Of Demetrius, Overcame Alexander And Made A League Of Friendship With Jonathan



CHAPTER 5 How Trypho After He Had Beaten Demetrius Delivered The Kingdom To Antiochus The Son Of Alexander, And Gained Jonathan For His Assistant; And Concerning The Actions And Embassies Of Jonathan



CHAPTER 6 How Jonathan Was Slain By Treachery; And How Thereupon The Jews Made Simon Their General And High Priest: What Courageous Actions He Also Performed Especially Against Trypho



CHAPTER 7 How Simon Confederated Himself With Antiochus Pius, And Made War Against Trypho, And A Little Afterward, Against Cendebeus, The General Of Antiochus's Army; As Also How Simon Was Murdered By His Son-In-Law Ptolemy, And That By Treachery



CHAPTER 8 Hyrcanus Receives The High Priesthood, And Ejects Ptolemy Out Of The Country. Antiochus Makes War Against Hyrcanus And Afterwards Makes A League With Him



CHAPTER 9 How, After The Death Of Antiochus, Hyrcanus Made An Expedition Against Syria, And Made A League With The Romans. Concerning The Death Of King Demetrius And Alexander



CHAPTER 10 How Upon The Quarrel Between Antiochus Grypus And Antiochus Cyzicenus About The Kingdom Hyrcanus Tooksamaria, And Utterly Demolished It; And How Hyrcanus Joined Himself To The Sect Of The Sadducees, And Left That Of The Pharisees



CHAPTER 11 How Aristobulus, When He Had Taken The Government First Of All Put A Diadem On His Head, And Was Most Barbarously Cruel To His Mother And His Brethren; And How, After He Had Slain Antigonus, He Himself Died



CHAPTER 12 How Alexander When He Had Taken The Government Made An Expedition Against Ptolemais, And Then Raised The Siege Out Of Fear Of Ptolemy Lathyrus; And How Ptolemy Made War Against Him, Because He Had Sent To Cleopatra To Persuade Her To Make War Against Ptolemy, And Yet Pretended To Be In Friendship With Him, When He Beat The Jews In The Battle



CHAPTER 13 How Alexander, upon the League of Mutual Defense Which Cleopatra Had Agreed with Him, Made an Expedition Against Coelesyria, and Utterly Overthrew the City of Gaza; and How He Slew Many Ten Thousands of Jews That Rebelled Against Him



CHAPTER 14 How Demetrius Eucerus Overcame Alexander And Yet In A Little Time Retired Out Of The Country For Fear; As Also How Alexander Slew Many Of The Jews And Thereby Got Clear Of His Troubles. Concerning The Death Of Demetrius



CHAPTER 15 How Antiochus, Who Was Called Dionysus, And After Him Aretas Made Expeditions Into Judea; As Also How Alexander Took Many Cities And Then Returned To Jerusalem, And After A Sickness Of Three Years Died; And What Counsel He Gave To Alexandra



CHAPTER 16 How Alexandra By Gaining The Good-Will Of The Pharisees, Retained The Kingdom Nine Years, And Then, Having Done Many Glorious Actions Died





BOOK XIV Containing The Interval Of Thirty-Two Years. — From The Death Of Queen Alexandra To The Death Of Antigonus




CHAPTER 1 The War Between Aristobulus And Hyrcanus About The Kingdom; And How They Made Anagreement That Aristobulus Should Be King, And Hyrcanus Live A Private Life; As Also How Hyrcanus A Little Afterward Was Persuaded By Antipater To Fly To Aretas



CHAPTER 2 How Aretas And Hyrcanus Made An Expedition Against Aristobulus And Besieged Jerusalem; And How Scaurus The Roman General Raised The Siege. Concerning The Death Of Onias



CHAPTER 3 How Aristobulus And Hyrcanus Came To Pompey In Order To Argue Who Ought To Have The Kingdom; And How Upon The Plight Of Aristobulus To The Fortress Alexandrium Pompey Led His Army Against Him And Ordered Him To Deliver Up The Fortresses Whereof He Was Possessed



CHAPTER 4 How Pompey When The Citizens Of Jerusalem Shut Their Gates Against Him Besieged The City And Took It By Force; As Also What Other Things He Did In Judea



CHAPTER 5 How Scaurus Made A League Of Mutual Assistance With Aretas; And What Gabinius Did In Judea, After He Had Conquered Alexander, The Son Of Aristobulus



CHAPTER 6 How Gabinius Caught Aristobulus After He Had Fled From Rome, And Sent Him Back To Rome Again; And How The Same Gabinius As He Returned Out Of Egypt Overcame Alexander And The Nabateans In Battle



CHAPTER 7 How Crassus Came Into Judea, And Pillaged The Temple; And Then Marched Against The Parthians And Perished, With His Army. Also How Cassius Obtained Syria, And Put A Stop To The Parthians And Then Went Up To Judea



CHAPTER 8 The Jews Become Confederates With Cæsar When He Fought Against Egypt. The Glorious Actions Of Antipater, And His Friendship With Cæsar. The Honors Which The Jews Received From The Romans And Athenians



CHAPTER 9 How Antipater Committed The Care Of Galilee To Herod, And That Of Jerusalem To Phasaelus; As Also How Herod Upon The Jews' Envy At Antipater Was Accused Before Hyrcanus



CHAPTER 10 The Honors That Were Paid The Jews; And The Leagues That Were Made By The Romans And Other Nations, With Them



CHAPTER 11 How Marcus, Succeeded Sextus When He Had Been Slain By Bassus's Treachery; And How, After The Death Of Cæsar, Cassius Came Into Syria, And Distressed Judea; As Also How Malichus Slew Antipater And Was Himself Slain By Herod



CHAPTER 12 Herod Ejects Antigonus, The Son Of Aristobulus Out Of Judea, And Gains The Friendship Of Antony, Who Was Now Come Into Syria, By Sending Him Much Money; On Which Account He Would Not Admit Of Those That Would Have Accused Herod: And What It Was That Antony Wrote To The Tyrians In Behalf



CHAPTER 13 How Antony Made Herod And Phasaelus Tetrarchs, After They Had Been Accused To No Purpose; And How The Parthians When They Brought Antigonus Into Judea Took Hyrcanus And Phasaelus Captives. Herod's Flight; And What Afflictions Hyrcanus And Phasaelus Endured



CHAPTER 14 How Herod Got Away From The King Of Arabia And Made Haste To Go Into Egypt And Thence Went Away In Haste Also To Rome; And How, By Promising A Great Deal Of Money To Antony He Obtained Of The Senate And Of Cæsar To Be Made King Of The Jews



CHAPTER 15 How Herod Sailed Out Of Italy To Judea, And Fought With Antigonus And What Other Things Happened In Judea About That Time



CHAPTER 16 How Herod, When He Had Married Mariamne Took Jerusalem With The Assistance Of Sosius By Force; And How The Government Of The Asamoneans Was Put An End To





BOOK XV Containing The Interval Of Eighteen Years. — From The Death Of Antigonus To The Finishing Of The Temple By Herod




CHAPTER 1 Concerning Pollio And Sameas. Herod Slays The Principal Of Antigonus's Friends, And Spoils The City Of Its Wealth. Antony Beheads Antigonus



CHAPTER 2 How Hyrcanus Was Set At Liberty By The Parthians, And Returned To Herod; And What Alexandra Did When She Heard That Ananelus Was Made High Priest



CHAPTER 3 How Herod Upon His Making Aristobulus High Priest Took Care That He Should Be Murdered In A Little Time; And What Apology He Made To Antony About Aristobulus; As Also Concerning Joseph And Mariamne



CHAPTER 4 How Cleopatra, When She Had Gotten From Antony Some Parts Of Judea And Arabia Came Into Judea; And How Herod Gave Her Many Presents And Conducted Her On Her Way Back To Egypt



CHAPTER 5 How Herod Made War With The King Of Arabia, And After They Had Fought Many Battles, At Length Conquered Him, And Was Chosen By The Arabs To Be Governor Of That Nation; As Also Concerning A Great Earthquake



CHAPTER 6 How Herod Slew Hyrcanus And Then Hasted Away To Cæsar, And Obtained The Kingdom From Him Also; And How A Little Time Afterward, He Entertained Cæsar In A Most Honorable Manner



CHAPTER 7 How Herod Slew Sohemus And Mariamne And Afterward Alexandra And Costobarus, And His Most Intimate Friends, And At Last The Sons Of Babbas Also



CHAPTER 8 How Ten Men Of The Citizens (Of Jerusalem) Made A Conspiracy Against Herod, For The Foreign Practices He Had Introduced, Which Was A Transgression Of The Laws Of Their Country. Concerning The Building Of Sebaste And Cæsarea, And Other Edifices Of Herod



CHAPTER 9 Concerning The Famine That Happened In Judea And Syria; And How Herod, After He Had Married Another Wife, Rebuilt Cæsarea, And Other Grecian Cities



CHAPTER 10 How Herod Sent His Sons To Rome; How Also He Was Accused By Zenodorus And The Gadarens, But Was Cleared Of What They Accused Him Of And Withal Gained To Himself The Good-Will Of Cæsar. Concerning The Pharisees, The Essens And Manahem



CHAPTER 11 How Herod Rebuilt The Temple And Raised It Higher And Made It More Magnificent Than It Was Before; As Also Concerning That Tower Which He Called Antonia





BOOK XVI Containing The Interval Of Twelve Years. — From The Finishing Of The Temple By Herod To The Death Of Alexander And Aristobulus




CHAPTER 1 A Law Of Herod's About, Thieves. Salome And Pheroras Calumniate Alexander And Aristobulus, Upon Their Return From Rome For Whom Yet Herod Provides Wives



CHAPTER 2 How Herod Twice Sailed To Agrippa; And How Upon The Complaint In Ionia Against The Greeks Agrippa Confirmed The Laws To Them



CHAPTER 3 How Great Disturbances Arose In Herods Family On His Preferring Antipater His Eldest Son Before The Rest, Till Alexander Took That Injury Very Heinously



CHAPTER 4 How During Antipater's Abode At Rome, Herod Brought Alexander And Aristobulus Before Cæsar And Accused Them. Alexander's Defense Of Himself Before Cæsar And Reconciliation To His Father



CHAPTER 5 How Herod Celebrated The Games That Were To Return Every Fifth Year Upon The Building Of Cæsarea; And How He Built And Adorned Many Other Places After A Magnificent Manner; And Did Many Other Actions Gloriously



CHAPTER 6 An Embassage In Cyrene And Asia To Cæsar, Concerning The Complaints They Had To Make Against The Greeks; With Copies Of The Epistles Which Cæsar And Agrippa Wrote To The Cities For Them



CHAPTER 7 How, Upon Herod's Going Down Into David's Sepulcher, The Sedition In His Family Greatly Increased



CHAPTER 8 How Herod Took Up Alexander And Bound Him; Whom Yet Archelaus King Of Cappadocia Reconciled To His Father Herod Again



CHAPTER 9 Concerning The Revolt Of The Trachonites; How Sylleus Accused Herod Before Cæsar; And How Herod, When Cæsar Was Angry At Him, Resolved To Send Nicolaus To Rome



CHAPTER 10 How Eurycles Falsely Accused Herod's Sons; And How Their Father Bound Them, And Wrote To Cæsar About Them. Of Sylleus And How He Was Accused By Nicolaus



CHAPTER 11 How Herod, By Permission From Cæsar Accused His Sons Before An Assembly Of Judges At Berytus; And What Tero Suffered For Using A Boundless And Military Liberty Of Speech. Concerning Also The Death Of The Young Men And Their Burial At





BOOK XVII Containing The Interval Of Fourteen Years. — From The Death Of Alexander And Aristobulus To The Banishment Of Archelaus




CHAPTER 1 How Antipater Was Hated By All The Nation (Of The Jews) For The Slaughter Of His Brethren; And How, For That Reason He Got Into Peculiar Favor With His Friends At Rome, By Giving Them Many Presents; As He Did Also With Saturninus, The President Of Syria And The Governors Who Were Under Him; And Concerning Herod's Wives And Children



CHAPTER 2 Concerning Zamaris, The Babylonian Jew; Concerning The Plots Laid By Antipater Against His Father; And Somewhat About The Pharisees



CHAPTER 3 Concerning The Enmity Between Herod And Pheroras; How Herod Sent Antipater To Cæsar; And Of The Death Of Pheroras



CHAPTER 4 Pheroras's Wife Is Accused By His Freedmen, As Guilty Of Poisoning Him; And How Herod, Upon Examining; Of The Matter By Torture Found The Poison; But So That It Had Been Prepared For Himself By His Son Antipater; And Upon An Inquiry By Torture He Discovered The Dangerous Designs Of Antipater



CHAPTER 5 Antipater's Navigation From Rome To His Father; And How He Was Accused By Nicolaus Of Damascus And Condemned To Die By His Father, And By Quintilius Varus, Who Was Then President Of Syria; And How He Was Then Bound Till Cæsar Should Be Informed Of His Cause



CHAPTER 6 Concerning The Disease That Herod Fell Into And The Sedition Which The Jews Raised Thereupon; With The Punishment Of The Seditious



CHAPTER 7 Herod Has Thoughts Of Killing Himself With His Own Hand; And A Little Afterwards He Orders Antipater To Be Slain



CHAPTER 8 Concerning Herod's Death, And Testament, And Burial



CHAPTER 9 How The People Raised A Sedition Against Archelaus, And How He Sailed To Rome



CHAPTER 10 A Sedition Against Sabinus; And How Varus Brought The Authors Of It To Punishment



CHAPTER 11 An Embassage To Cæsar; And How Cæsar Confirmed Herod's Testament



CHAPTER 12 Concerning A Spurious Alexander



CHAPTER 13 How Archelaus Upon A Second Accusation, Was Banished To Vienna





BOOK XVIII Containing The Interval Of Thirty-Two Years. — From The Banishment Of Archelaus To The Departure From Babylon




CHAPTER 1 How Cyrenius Was Sent By Cæsar To Make A Taxation Of Syria And Judea; And How Coponius Was Sent To Be Procurator Of Judea; Concerning Judas Of Galilee And Concerning The Sects That Were Among The Jews



CHAPTER 2 How Herod And Philip Built Several Cities In Honor Of Cæsar. Concerning The Succession Of Priests And Procurators; As Also What Befell Phraates And The Parthians



CHAPTER 3 Sedition Of The Jews Against Pontius Pilate. Concerning Christ, And What Befell Paulina And The Jews At Rome



CHAPTER 4 How The Samaritans Made A Tumult And Pilate Destroyed Many Of Them; How Pilate Was Accused And What Things Were Done By Vitellius Relating To The Jews And The Parthians



CHAPTER 5 Herod The Tetrarch Makes War With Aretas, The King Of Arabia, And Is Beaten By Him As Also Concerning The Death Of John The Baptist. How Vitellius Went Up To Jerusalem; Together With Some Account Of Agrippa And Of The Posterity Of Herod The Great
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1. Those who undertake to write histories, do not, I perceive, take that trouble on one and the same account, but for many reasons, and those such as are very different one from another. For some of them apply themselves to this part of learning to show their skill in composition, and that they may therein acquire a reputation for speaking finely: others of them there are, who write histories in order to gratify those that happen to be concerned in them, and on that account have spared no pains, but rather gone beyond their own abilities in the performance: but others there are, who, of necessity and by force, are driven to write history, because they are concerned in the facts, and so cannot excuse themselves from committing them to writing, for the advantage of posterity; nay, there are not a few who are induced to draw their historical facts out of darkness into light, and to produce them for the benefit of the public, on account of the great importance of the facts themselves with which they have been concerned. Now of these several reasons for writing history, I must profess the two last were my own reasons also; for since I was myself interested in that war which we Jews had with the Romans, and knew myself its particular actions, and what conclusion it had, I was forced to give the history of it, because I saw that others perverted the truth of those actions
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