

    
        
          All About Benjamin Franklin: A Kid’s Guide to the Founding Father and Inventor

        

        
        
          Knowledge Books For Kids, Volume 28

        

        
        
          Shah Rukh

        

        
          Published by Shah Rukh, 2025.

        

    



  
    
    
      While every precaution has been taken in the preparation of this book, the publisher assumes no responsibility for errors or omissions, or for damages resulting from the use of the information contained herein.

    
    

    
      ALL ABOUT BENJAMIN FRANKLIN: A KID’S GUIDE TO THE FOUNDING FATHER AND INVENTOR

    

    
      First edition. April 12, 2025.

      Copyright © 2025 Shah Rukh.

    

    
    
      Written by Shah Rukh.

    

    
      10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

    

  


Table of Contents

Title Page

Copyright Page

Prologue

Chapter 1: A Boy Who Loved Books

Chapter 2: Learning the Printing Trade

Chapter 3: The Runaway Apprentice

Chapter 4: Building a Life in Philadelphia

Chapter 5: Starting a Newspaper

Chapter 6: Creating the First Public Library

Chapter 7: Inventing with Curiosity

Chapter 8: The Truth About the Lightning Experiment

Chapter 9: Bifocals and Other Bright Ideas

Chapter 10: Helping People Stay Safe and Healthy

Chapter 11: Founding the First Fire Department

Chapter 12: The Man Behind the Almanac

Chapter 13: Traveling Across the Ocean

Chapter 14: Speaking Up for Freedom

Chapter 15: Working on the Declaration

Chapter 16: A Voice for Unity

Chapter 17: Franklin in France

Chapter 18: Big Ideas for a New Nation

Chapter 19: Fun Facts and Franklin's Famous Sayings

Chapter 20: Remembering a Remarkable Life

Epilogue

	[image: image]
	 	[image: image]


[image: image]

Prologue
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Have you ever heard of a man who flew a kite in a thunderstorm, invented cool gadgets, helped start a brand-new country, and even wrote books—all in one lifetime? That man was Benjamin Franklin!

Benjamin Franklin wasn’t a king, a warrior, or a superhero. He was something even cooler—he was curious. From a young age, he asked questions, searched for answers, and never stopped learning. He loved books, science, and solving problems. He also cared deeply about helping others and building a better world.

In this book, you’ll discover the amazing life of Ben Franklin—how he went from a boy who made candles to a man who helped write the Declaration of Independence. You’ll learn about his inventions (like the lightning rod and bifocal glasses), his clever writing, and how he became one of the most important people in American history.

Get ready to travel back in time, explore the 1700s, and find out how one curious kid became a founding father, a world traveler, a scientist, and a true American legend.

Let’s begin the adventure!
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Chapter 1: A Boy Who Loved Books
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Benjamin Franklin was not always the famous inventor and statesman we read about in history books. Long before he flew a kite in a storm or helped write the Declaration of Independence, he was just a curious little boy who absolutely loved books. Imagine a boy who would rather read than do almost anything else. That was Ben. From the time he was very young, he was fascinated by the power of words and the adventures that lived on paper. He didn’t have a huge library or a room filled with colorful storybooks like you might today, but whenever he found a book, he treated it like treasure.

Ben was born in Boston in 1706, and he was the fifteenth of seventeen children! That’s a big family, and things weren’t easy for them. His father made candles and soap, which didn’t bring in much money. Because they didn’t have a lot, Ben couldn’t go to school for very long. He only had about two years of proper education, which might seem shocking for someone who would grow up to become one of the smartest and most famous men in America. But Ben didn’t stop learning just because he left school. He decided to teach himself—by reading.

Books became his teachers. He borrowed books whenever he could, especially from people who had private libraries. Back then, there weren’t public libraries like we have today, so if someone had books, they usually kept them in their homes, and they were very careful about who touched them. But people could see how serious Ben was about reading, and how carefully he treated the books, so many kind folks let him borrow a few. He would read at night by candlelight, turning each page slowly, soaking up everything from science and history to poetry and philosophy.

When Ben started working as an apprentice in his brother James’s print shop, he was surrounded by letters, newspapers, and pamphlets. This was perfect for someone who loved words. Even though the job was tough and his brother could be strict, Ben loved having access to printed materials. He would sneak in reading time during his breaks, and at night, he would continue his self-education. He didn’t just read for fun—he read to understand how things worked, how people thought, and how the world could be changed with ideas.

As he got older, he didn’t keep all the good ideas to himself. He began writing essays and articles, pretending to be someone named “Silence Dogood.” People thought these letters were written by a wise old woman, but really, it was teenage Ben! He sent them to his brother’s newspaper, and readers loved them. This shows how much books and reading had helped Ben become a powerful thinker and writer, even when he was still very young.

Ben’s love of books didn’t stop as he grew into a man. In fact, it grew even stronger. When he moved to Philadelphia, he helped start the first public library in America. He knew that not everyone could afford to buy books, and he wanted to share the joy and knowledge that reading had given him with others. He believed that reading could make people smarter, kinder, and more thoughtful—and he was right.

So, before Ben Franklin became an inventor who discovered electricity, before he helped lead a new country toward independence, before he became famous all over the world, he was just a boy who loved books. That love helped shape his entire life. It taught him how to solve problems, how to express big ideas, and how to become a leader. It also shows us something important: you don’t have to be rich, or go to a fancy school, to learn and grow. If you love reading, if you’re curious, and if you’re willing to explore with your mind, you can become anything you dream of—just like Ben Franklin did.
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Chapter 2: Learning the Printing Trade
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When Benjamin Franklin was a young teenager, his life took a big turn that would shape his future in amazing ways. He was just twelve years old when he started learning the printing trade, and even though he was still a kid, he worked hard every day in a busy print shop filled with the smells of ink, paper, and hot metal. This wasn’t like school with desks and recess—this was real work, and it was tough. But for Ben, it was also exciting. He was finally in a place where he could get close to the world of words and ideas, which he loved more than anything else.

Ben’s older brother James owned a printing business in Boston, and Ben became his apprentice. An apprentice is like a helper who is also learning the job at the same time. At first, Ben did simple tasks like carrying heavy loads of paper, cleaning the shop, and fetching things for his brother. The print shop was noisy, with large wooden presses creaking as they stamped ink onto pages. There was no electricity, so everything was done by hand. The printing process took a lot of time and muscle. Workers had to set every single letter into a frame called a typecase, one tiny metal piece at a time, to form words, sentences, and entire pages. Then they had to ink the letters, press them onto paper, and hang the sheets up to dry.

Even though the work was tiring, Ben paid close attention. He watched how each tool was used, how the letters were arranged, and how careful everyone had to be not to make mistakes. He practiced setting type himself and got better and faster. He started to understand not only how to print words but also how to choose the right ones. He began to notice which articles or stories people liked to read the most. He saw how powerful the printed word could be—how a single article in a newspaper could make people talk, argue, or even change their minds.

Ben worked long hours, often from early in the morning until late at night. His brother James was strict and didn’t always treat Ben kindly. Sometimes, Ben felt frustrated because he had smart ideas, but he wasn’t allowed to share them. He wasn’t even allowed to write articles for the newspaper his brother printed. But that didn’t stop him. Ben came up with a clever plan. He began writing secretly, using a fake name: Silence Dogood. He wrote funny and thoughtful letters as if he were an old woman giving advice to the public. His brother didn’t know it was Ben, and he happily published the letters because readers loved them! This was Ben’s first big success as a writer, and it all happened thanks to what he learned in the print shop.

Eventually, when James found out the truth, he was angry, and things got worse between the two brothers. Ben knew he had to move on if he wanted to grow. So, at just seventeen, he ran away from Boston and traveled to Philadelphia, hoping to start a new life. He had no money, no job, and no one waiting for him. But he had something just as powerful: the skills he had learned in the printing trade. Because he had worked so hard as an apprentice, he knew how to run a printing press, how to set type, and how to write clearly and persuasively.

In Philadelphia, Ben found work at a printing shop, and before long, people noticed how talented he was. He worked for a few different printers, and after several years, he opened his own printing business. His shop became one of the busiest and most successful in the city. He printed everything from books and newspapers to pamphlets and almanacs. He even printed money! He became the official printer for the Pennsylvania government, which was a huge honor and helped him earn enough money to retire early—when he was just in his forties.

But Ben never forgot how it all began. Learning the printing trade didn’t just teach him how to run a business. It taught him how to think, how to communicate, and how to share ideas with the world. Because he understood the power of the press, he used it to spread important messages. He believed in freedom of speech and the importance of being informed. He
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