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  Note to Readers


The characters in this book are unapologetic and dramatic. The scenes are steamy and the road to happily ever after maybe twisted. This book is meant for audiences 18 years old and older. A list of potential triggering themes can be violence, cheating, drug use, child neglect among other things. 






  
  Prologue

The Crossroads


Seventeen years ago, an unexpected collision at the bustling mall set the stage for the love story of Emily and Evan. Emily was navigating through a sea of shoppers at the mall doing some Christmas shopping, her thoughts consumed by what presents she was going to buy her family this year. Unbeknownst to her, Evan, with his quiet demeanor was strolling in the same crowded mall. It was a serendipitous moment when their paths unexpectedly converged in a way that would shape their destinies. 
Their accidental collision led to a charming introduction amidst the chaos of the mall. Emily, her gifts and belongings scattered on the floor, looked up to find a tall dark and handsome man extending a hand to help her up. Their initial connection was amidst the shopping bags and hurried passersby. Despite the unconventional beginning, their connection seemed immediate. As soon as their eyes met, it was love at first sight.
After helping her pick up her things, Evan asked her to lunch in the food court, his treat for running into her. During lunch over Chinese food, they uncovered their parallel dreams and aspirations. Emily was drawn to his intellectual depth and his attentive manner, as though every word she uttered held significance. In turn, Evan admired that she was adventurous and loved the beach and outdoors. 
They hit it off so well, that this day was the start of many dates and outings they would have for the next two years. They embarked on countless adventures together. They explored beaches, hiked through scenic parks, and even shared quiet moments in cozy coffee shops. It was during these moments that their love deepened, and they discovered that they were each other's missing piece.
It was this initial spark ignited a blazing fire of affection and companionship that bound them together in a profound love.

      [image: image-placeholder]Emily and Evan had once been the epitome of a happy, loving couple. Their love story was a testament of two souls finding one another by accident and a common passion for life's wonders that had begun with promise, built on shared dreams and endless possibilities. A true love at first sight story.
They had exchanged vows on a sunny day fifteen years ago, beneath a sky painted with bright, hopeful colors. However, as the years passed, the hues of their marriage had slowly shifted, transforming the once-vibrant canvas into a cloudy and uncertain landscape.
Their house stood as a silent witness to the evolution of their relationship. A sprawling abode filled with memories of laughter, family gatherings, and dreams shared, it now bore the weight of unspoken words, unmet expectations, and lingering disappointments. At first glance, one might not notice the emotional chasm that had grown between Emily and Evan, but it was there, lurking in the shadows, a silent but undeniable presence.
In their everyday interactions, the couple had become mere acquaintances, lost in the monotony of daily life. They moved through the motions with an eerie precision, avoiding any confrontation of the underlying issues. Their conversations had dwindled to superficial exchanges about work, household chores, and the logistics of their children's lives. The warmth that once radiated from their union had been replaced by a chilling indifference.
Emily, working in the banking industry, found solace in the meticulous world of numbers and finance. Her career as a financial analyst had thrived, serving as a sanctuary where she could immerse herself in the complexities of spreadsheets and economic forecasts, escaping the mundane realities of her marriage. The analytical work became her refuge, a place where she could lose herself in data and calculations, far from the emotional wilderness of her life with Evan.
Evan, on the other hand, had channeled his energy into his own endeavors, often immersing himself in his work as a small business owner. Their respective careers had created a physical and emotional divide between them. The constant busyness allowed them to avoid addressing the underlying issues that had driven them apart.
There had been conversations, of course, late at night, whispered confessions of unhappiness. Moments when they had attempted to bridge the growing chasm between them. The truth had hung heavily in the air, unspoken but always present. Fifteen years of marriage had brought them to a point of reckoning. They had reached a decision, a pivotal moment that would determine the course of their future.
The decision was to separate.
The mere thought of it sent shivers down their spines. Yet, both knew that this crossroads had been a long time coming. A marriage that had once been a source of joy and support had become a burden too heavy to carry. As their relationship had withered, their personal growth had been stifled, and the dreams they once shared had turned into a haunting reminder of what could have been.
The decision to separate was made with heavy hearts, but it seemed like the only way to break free from the emotional prison they had built around themselves. Their annual vacation was coming up. This year they were headed to retreat in the Maldives, a tradition they had maintained even through the darkest days of their marriage, was looming on the horizon. It was to be their last voyage together, a bittersweet farewell to the life they had known, or was it? Can they take what had become a boring marriage with no spark and bring it back to life in the magic of the Maldives?






  
  Chapter One

The Maldives Escape


The moment Emily and Evan stepped off the plane and onto the tarmac at Malé International Airport, they were greeted by a warm, balmy breeze that whispered tales of the tropical paradise they had arrived in. The scent of saltwater hung in the air, a fragrant prelude to the adventure that awaited them. They had entered a world of turquoise waters, palm-fringed beaches, and an awe-inspiring natural beauty that would soon engulf them. 
Malé, the capital of the Maldives, was a bustling, vibrant city in stark contrast to the tranquil haven that lay just a short boat ride away. As they navigated the vibrant streets, the cityscape's vivid colors and the welcoming smiles of the locals offered a glimpse into the Maldivian culture. It was a rich tapestry woven with influences from Asia, the Middle East, and Africa, reflecting a unique blend that characterized the Maldives.
Their journey to the island where they would spend their annual retreat was an adventure in itself. A seaplane waited for them at the airport, poised to take them on a picturesque flight. As they soared above the azure waters, they marveled at the breathtaking panorama of coral reefs, atolls, and tiny, uninhabited islands that dotted the Indian Ocean. The clarity of the waters allowed them to glimpse the marine life below, a kaleidoscope of colors dancing beneath the surface.
Their destination was a secluded island resort, nestled on the southern edge of the Maldives. The sight of it from above was like something out of a dream. The resort's overwater bungalows extended like outstretched arms over the glistening lagoon, their wooden walkways leading to private decks that hung just above the water. It was a vision of tropical luxury, a harmonious blend of nature and human design.
As the seaplane descended and touched down gently on the crystal-clear waters, Emily and Evan were filled with a sense of anticipation and awe. The resort staff, clad in traditional Maldivian attire, welcomed them with smiles and flower garlands. They were led to their overwater bungalow, the very same one they had reserved each year, and as they stepped inside, the view that unfolded before them was nothing short of paradise.
From the bungalow's open-air living area, they gazed out at the endless expanse of the Indian Ocean. The vibrant hues of blue and green extended to the horizon, merging with the sky in a seamless blend. The sound of gentle waves lapping at the stilts beneath their bungalow was a soothing melody that had become synonymous with their annual retreat.
Below the deck, the underwater world teemed with life. Schools of colorful fish darted among the coral formations, and every now and then, a curious reef shark would glide by, a testament to the thriving marine ecosystem that surrounded them. The underwater restaurant at the resort allowed them to dine while watching the enchanting ballet of sea creatures just a few feet away.
Their bungalow's private deck featured steps that led directly into the water, and they wasted no time donning snorkeling gear and exploring the nearby coral reef. The vibrant coral gardens were a painter's palette of colors, and the diversity of marine life was staggering. They swam among schools of butterflyfish, parrotfish, and angel fish, occasionally spotting a graceful sea turtle or a solitary manta ray gliding overhead.
This year's annual retreat to the Maldives had become a cherished tradition for Emily and Evan, a sanctuary of natural beauty, serenity, and renewal. It was a place where they could escape the demands of their daily lives, the complexities of their troubled marriage, and immerse themselves in the pristine world that surrounded them.
Every year, as they arrived on the island, they were reminded of the simple joys in life, the beauty of nature, and the importance of being present in the moment. Their retreat symbolized a promise to each other, a commitment to set aside their differences and rediscover the love that had brought them together in the first place.
As the sun began to set, casting a warm golden glow across the horizon, Emily and Evan sat on their private deck, hand in hand, gazing at the breathtaking beauty of the Maldives. It was a tableau of tranquility and wonder, a perfect backdrop to the emotional journey they were about to embark on during this year's retreat.






  
  Chapter Two

Uneasy Beginnings


The first day on the island found Emily and Evan wrapped in a cocoon of unease. Despite their shared history, the emotional distance that had grown between them over the years had cultivated an atmosphere of awkwardness that clung to their interactions. The tropical paradise of the Maldives served as the backdrop to this rekindling endeavor, its enchanting beauty in stark contrast to the tension that accompanied their arrival. 
As they explored the resort, the soft sand beneath their feet and the scent of saltwater in the air offered a semblance of serenity, yet a palpable unease remained. Their conversations were stilted, as if they were unsure how to navigate the unfamiliar territory of rediscovering one another. The silences between them were marked by a profound sense of longing, a recognition of the distance they had allowed to grow between them.
The resort staff, clad in traditional Maldivian attire, went out of their way to create a warm and inviting atmosphere. From the moment they arrived, they were welcomed with genuine smiles and flower garlands. The resort's manager, Hussein, a friendly Maldivian with a deep knowledge of the island's history and culture, greeted them personally. His warm hospitality, rich in the spirit of Maldivian tradition, brought a fleeting sense of comfort to Emily and Evan, a reminder that they had come to a place known for its spirit of hospitality.
As they ventured to the resort's restaurant for their first dinner on the island, they were introduced to the other
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