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			Ford is known for
his outbursts

			Fri Feb 28 2003 

			By: James Cowan 

			Since he was elected in 2000, Rob Ford has become known for his frequent and volatile outbursts in the Toronto council chamber. In the past year alone, he is alleged to have called another councillor a “Gino Boy,” accused a city staff member of “skullduggery” and raged against “the left-wing nut jobs” on city council. Here is a chronology of the councillor’s low points from the past year: 

			March 6, 2002: Mr. Ford begins his feud with Councillor George Mammoliti, calling Mr. Mammoliti a “tough guy” and a “scammer,” prompting the councillor to call Mr. Ford a “goon.” Two days of attacks climax when Mr. Ford allegedly refers to Mr. Mammoliti as a “Gino boy.” He denies using the racial slur, despite Maria Augimeri, a nearby councillor, corroborating Mr. Mammoliti’s claims. 

			Nov. 28, 2002: The councillor asks why a $100,000 contract for a children’s water park has been given to the construction company of P. Gabriel and Sons. When staff state that Molson’s, which donated the money for the park, selected the company, Mr. Ford challenges their assertion. 

			“You know what? I’m not going to get down and dirty, but the people who run this city told me right to my face that Molson’s chose. So I just get off the phone from Molson’s, and they’re swearing up and down on a stack of Bibles that they did not choose this company. Well then, who chose P. Gabriel and Sons to build this water park for $100,000? Who?” he bellows. 

			Joe Halstead, the commissioner of Economic Development, Culture and Tourism, attempts to explain the situation to Mr. Ford. 

			“I told you what I know of it, my staff told me that it was Molson’s,” said Mr. Halstead. 

			“But you just talked to Molson’s. And they said they didn’t,” interjects Mr. Ford, who proceeds to complain of “skullduggery.” 

			A motion is put forward to eject Mr. Ford from the council chambers, but he withdraws his accusation instead. 

			Feb. 25, 2003: Councillor Howard Moscoe suggests an audit of police overtime. 

			“I’m going to try and remain calm,” begins Mr. Ford’s response to the motion, “but it just makes me sick when you left-wing nut jobs like Howard Moscoe are down here trying to bash the police non-stop. I feel embarrassed for [Chief Julian Fantino] to come here. If he wants to go after overtime, why doesn’t he go after his own people’s overtime and all their wasted money. Why don’t you go after everyone, Mr. Moscoe? No, you don’t because you’re a police basher, your whole left-wing contingent down here, you’re just a bunch of left-wing socialists that just attack and attack the police. You criticize and tell them they’re racist, you tell them everything. Well, I’ve got news for you, you should travel around the world and see how fortunate we are to have a strong police force. . . . It just burns me up you can sit here and. . . . People are young. They’re aggressive men and women of the police force, they want to get ahead in life. Maybe you don’t, but when I was young, I wanted to go out and work 50, 60 hours and support my family. Not attack people for working overtime. That’s embarrassing. That’s a sickness to have someone like you making these motions. I will not support it.” 

			 

		

	
		
			 

			Councillor’s sister
shot in home invasion:
Suspects steal Jaguar

			Fri Apr 1 2005 

			By: Michael Friscolanti and Nicholas Kohler 

			The sister of outspoken Toronto City Councillor Rob Ford was shot in the face as she stood in her kitchen yesterday—a bold daylight attack that ended with two suspects fleeing the scene in the family Jaguar. 

			Investigators are hunting two suspects believed to have fled the Etobicoke home of Kathy Ford after she was shot shortly after 4 p.m. The 45-year-old woman was transported to Sunnybrook Hospital in serious condition. 

			Police Superintendent Ron Traverner confirmed she is the sister of Mr. Ford, the flamboyant representative for Ward 2 Etobicoke North, and the daughter of former Ontario Progressive Conservative MPP Doug Ford, who served one term in Mike Harris’s provincial government. 

			Police said Ms. Ford was shot in the face by two men who yesterday stormed her home on Weston Wood Road, in the Royal York Drive and Eglinton Avenue area. 

			In a dramatic turn of events, Emergency Medical Services personnel and her children witnessed the two suspects fleeing the scene in the late-model black four-door Jaguar police say the suspects stole from the home, where Ms. Ford and her two children live with Ms. Ford’s parents. 

			Police last night were attempting to contact Doug and Diane Ford, who are travelling in Florida. 

			Councillor Ford was seen yesterday at the scene, where he remained until police escorted him away for an interview. 

			Supt. Traverner called the woman’s injuries “non-life threatening,” adding that she was drifting in and out of consciousness in the aftermath of her ordeal. 

			The woman was spending yesterday at the home with a female friend and her two children—a 17-year-old daughter and an 11-year-old son—when the attack began, Supt. Traverner said. 

			The shooting took place in the home’s kitchen, though police would not say whether Ms. Ford’s two children witnessed the event. 

			Police said there was no sign of a forced entry, but could not say whether a struggle preceded the shooting. 

			No weapons were recovered. 

			In addition, at the end of a cul-de-sac, the location of the home would present a tactical problem for suspects looking for a quick escape. 

			Supt. Traverner cooled but did not deny speculation that the shooting was the end result of a home invasion, adding, however: “I wouldn’t say that it’s random, no.” 

			He agreed that the two suspects may have known someone present in the home yesterday. 

			“It’s certainly a possibility,” he said. “But it could have been a knock on the door. People open doors and that’s why I don’t want to speculate at this point.” 

			Police are seeking the stolen black Jaguar, which is owned by someone in the Ford household other than Ms. Ford, and two men, whom they describe as “white” and “brown.” 

			Surveillance cameras in the area may shed light on yesterday’s events, police said. 

			Last night, Gaye Fisher, who said she was Ms. Ford’s friend of 29 years, collapsed in tears outside the Weston Wood home after racing to the scene from near Orange-ville. 

			“She’s beautiful,” she said. “She’s one of the most caring people that I’ve ever known.” 

			Neighbours say they know the family who has lived for years in the house at the end of Weston Wood Road as quiet and industrious. 

			“The Fords are very quiet people; I like them,” Lena Welssert, 69, told the National Post yesterday. 

			Those who follow Toronto city politics know Ms. Ford’s brother, Rob Ford, for something other than his silence. Since his election in 2000, Mr. Ford has developed a reputation as a city councillor with a deep commitment to police issues. 

			Two years ago, when Councillor Howard Moscoe suggested an audit of police overtime, Councillor Ford struggled to retain his composure. 

			“It just makes me sick when you left-wing nut jobs like Howard Moscoe are down here trying to bash the police non-stop,” he said at the time. “I feel embarrassed for [then Chief Julian Fantino] to come here.” 

			 

		

	
		
			 

			Drug link to Ford shooting:
History of gun violence:
Husband gunned down child’s father seven years ago

			Sat Apr 2 2005 

			By: Michael Friscolanti and Nicholas Kohler 

			Toronto police are treating the shooting of a city councillor’s sister as a drug-related crime.

			Detectives interviewed the 45-year-old victim, Kathy Ford, at Toronto’s Sunnybrook Hospital, where she is coherent and recovering after a gunman fired a bullet that grazed the top of her head. 

			Staff Sergeant Jack Kelly said yesterday the shooter and his accomplice were invited inside for what appears to be a drug deal gone awry. 

			“It has something to do with the purchase of drugs, a disagreement regarding the purchase of drugs,” he said, refusing to elaborate on what role Ms. Ford might have played. 

			For those close to the family, Thursday’s shooting dredged up memories of another crime involving Ms. Ford and her two children. 

			In July, 1998, the woman and her daughter—then 11—watched as a shotgun-wielding intruder opened fire on the young girl’s father, Michael Kiklas. 

			The gunman was Ennio Stirpe, Ms. Ford’s husband and the father of her then-infant son. Citing abuse, Ms. Ford had recently left Stirpe and gone to live with Mr. Kiklas, her high school sweetheart. 

			After fleeing the murder scene, Stirpe led police on a three-day manhunt that ended in a high-speed chase along Highway 401 in Durham Region. A cruiser pinned Stirpe’s stolen station wagon against a guardrail. 

			When officers later escorted him from a hospital to his jail cell, he yelled to reporters: “See you in court, boys.” 

			Journalists covered Stirpe’s second-degree murder trial, but scant mention was made of Ms. Ford’s link to the case, despite her family’s prominent political background. Doug Ford, her father, was at the time an Ontario MPP in Mike Harris’s Conservative government and her brother, Rob Ford, is a Toronto city councillor. 

			As a witness to the crime, she was a key Crown witness, describing how Mr. Kiklas, an avid kickboxer, tried to protect her and the two children moments before he was killed. 

			“It’s sad,” Rick Schwarzl, the Crown attorney who prosecuted the case, said of Thursday’s shooting. “It is the second time in her life she has looked down the barrel of a gun. It’s horrific.” 

			In June, 2000, a judge found Stirpe guilty of manslaughter and sentenced him to 13 years in prison. He was also slapped with a $10,000 bill for Mr. Kiklas’s funeral. 

			Tania MacDonald, Mr. Kiklas’s sister, said she worries that her niece—now 17—will be overcome by the unenviable burden of having lived through the shootings of both her parents. 

			She and her 11-year-old brother were outside when their mother was shot in the kitchen, but they did watch the alleged gunman peel away in the family Jaguar. They called 911 moments later. 

			“She’s gone through a lot in the last few years,” Ms. MacDonald said of her niece. The National Post has decided not to print the names of Ms. Ford’s children. 

			Ms. MacDonald planned to visit Ms. Ford in the hospital yesterday, but decided to wait for official confirmation that the shooting was not linked to the murder of her brother. During the trial, Stirpe repeatedly threatened her family, and even though he remains behind bars, she fears he is still dangerous. 

			“I’m a little concerned,” she said. “I’m worried about my niece. I’m worried about Kathy. And I’d really like to know that it didn’t have anything to do with Ennio Stirpe.” 

			Police have not officially said so, but it appears they have ruled out that possibility. In fact, sources close to Councillor Ford say the family has been told Stirpe definitely had nothing to do with the shooting. 

			Acting on a tip, police pulled over the Fords’ black Jaguar yesterday morning. The two men inside were questioned and charged with weapons-related offences and are being held until forensic investigators finish processing the crime scene. 

			Detectives are also questioning an unidentified woman who was in the house at the time of the shooting. 

			Staff Sgt. Kelly said investigators are still trying to figure out what type of drugs were involved, who was buying and who was selling. 

			In the meantime, the Ford family has asked for privacy, saying in a prepared statement that they appreciate “the outpouring of support from friends, councillor colleagues and the community at large.” 

			Kathy Ford’s parents, Doug and Diane, have owned the home where the shooting occurred for more than three decades. Rob and Kathy grew up there, and Kathy now lives there with her parents and two children. 

			Gaye Fisher, a close friend of Ms. Ford’s, visited her in the hospital yesterday. 

			“She was in and out of consciousness,” she said. “I said: ‘Kathy, what’s going on?’ And she said: ‘Gaye, I don’t know what’s going on. I don’t know what’s going on.’ That is all she kept saying.” 

			“She’s been through enough and I hope this is it for her,” she continued. “Her whole life has just been one traumatic thing after another. For some people, that’s just the way things work.” 

			 

		

	
		
			 

			Help will kill addicts: Ford

			Tue Oct 18 2005

			By: James Cowan 

			Toronto should consider building crematoria beside crack houses if the city’s proposed drug strategy is implemented, City Councillor Rob Ford warned yesterday. 

			The councillor, who has battled addiction in his own family, blasted a new report by Toronto Public Health on combating alcohol and drug use in the city. The report recommends the city distribute crack pipes and other paraphernalia to addicts and explore opening safe injection and inhalation sites. 

			“It’s euthanasia. You’re just giving them a place to kill themselves. That’s what is going to happen. You might as well just have a crematorium beside the crack house,” Mr. Ford said. 

			He said these “harm reduction” strategies only encourage addicts to continue their drug use. 

			“You’re not helping them, you’re enabling them,” Mr. Ford said. “They’re going to smoke that crack whether you give them those crack pipes or not. They’re going to shoot that heroin whether you give them clean needles or not. If people want a change, it has to come from within.” 

			Mr. Ford has vocally opposed the city’s support of harm-reduction strategies in the past, including a program at the Seaton House shelter that distributes wine and cigarettes to addicts. 

			According to the drug strategy, such harm-reduction measures as “safer crack use kits” may prevent the spread of disease between users. In addition, they allow outreach workers to connect with addicts and build trust. 

			The strategy also calls for better public education, increased treatment programs and a 24-hour crisis centre to help addicts. 

			Mr. Ford said the city should concentrate on enforcement and rehabilitation measures. 

			“You have to get these people into rehabilitation, and if they don’t want to go, well, then you just enforce the law. If it’s illegal, you arrest them. That’s the bottom line, and if they have to dry out in jail—great,” he said. 

			Mr. Ford said problems in his own family have taught him “tough love” is the only way to battle drug use. 

			The councillor’s sister was shot and wounded this past March during an altercation in her parents’ home. One of the men involved in the shooting was charged with cocaine possession. 

			“I know for a fact that tough love has worked, and I’m talking from personal experience. If you just enable someone and give them a place to live and money, nothing changes,” Mr. Ford said. 

			 

		

	
		
			 

			“Safe” crack kits to fight addiction: Council approves controversial measures

			Thu Dec 15 2005 

			By: James Cowan 

			Toronto city council yesterday endorsed a new strategy to combat drug addiction, narrowly approving controversial measures such as providing crack pipes to addicts and further study of safe injection sites. 

			The plan proposed by Toronto Public Health contains 66 recommendations, including the creation of a 24-hour crisis centre for addicts and restricting the number of liquor licences in a single neighbourhood. 

			Only a handful of the proposals drew controversy. Councillors came within one vote of removing a provision calling for expanded harm reduction strategies, including the distribution of “safe” crack kits. 

			A recommendation supporting the decriminalization of marijuana also survived, as did the recommendation calling for the city to study opening a safe injection site, similar to one operating in Vancouver. 

			Councillor Kyle Rae, who championed the report, said he was amazed the report passed in its entirety. 

			“I’m surprised that it got through,” Mr. Rae said. “But once in a while, there’s a little twinge of leadership.” 

			Among the other proposals are increased drug enforcement efforts in public housing and a monitoring system in hospitals and morgues for indications of new street drugs in Toronto. 

			Opponents argued the plan will attract substance abusers to Toronto. Councillor Rob Ford, who has battled addiction within his own family, said the strategy will only help addicts harm themselves. 

			“Let me give you a suggestion on how you deal with hard-core drug addicts,” Mr. Ford said. “This is not drinking wine or smoking a joint, this is heroin or cocaine. With heroin or cocaine, you end up one of two ways: dead or in jail. That’s it. There’s only two ways.” 

			The councillor argued safe injection sites will increase crime in the neighbourhoods surrounding them. 

			“They’re going to attract dealers; dealers are going to carry guns. They’re going to have prostitutes. It’s the worst scene you can possibly see. We’re not helping anyone,” Mr. Ford said. 

			A half-dozen members of Citizens for a Better Toronto, a group opposed to the drug strategy, watched yesterday’s debate in the council chamber. Linda Dixon said the proposal is too focused on helping drug users and not focused enough on protecting communities. “It’s always about the drug dealer, it’s never about us,” Ms. Dixon said. “We’re the ones who have to walk the streets, we’re the ones who have to face these crackheads and dealers all the time. But we don’t count.” 

			Mayor David Miller disputed suggestions that the strategy would hurt neighbourhoods. 

			“It’s not that by doing this, you make neighbourhoods weaker. By doing this, you make people stronger, so make neighbourhoods stronger,” Mr. Miller said. 

			Supporters of the strategy said investing strictly in enforcement programs has failed to reduce drug use in the city. Councillor Shelley Carroll argued that rather than relying on police to eliminate drug use, the city should help drug users in order to eliminate other problems facing police. 

			“You have a gun problem, you have a violence problem and you have a crack problem, and if you don’t recognize the connection between those three things, you are a doomed city,” Ms. Carroll said. 

			Councillor Adam Giambrone noted enforcement is part of the overall drug strategy. 

			“I don’t think there is anyone here who is saying we shouldn’t be working with our police forces, we shouldn’t be looking to deal with the drug dealers. . . .
Certainly we need to have those enforcement mechanisms in place. But what we’re doing here is recognizing a reality,” he said. 

			 

		

	
		
			 

			Ford admits lying about
Leafs game altercation:
“I was inebriated”

			Wed May 3 2006 

			By: James Cowan 

			City Councillor Rob Ford yesterday admitted lying to reporters about causing a drunken fracas at a hockey game last month. 

			Mr. Ford initially denied attending a Maple Leafs game on April 15 at the Air Canada Centre, where he reportedly shouted insults at other fans. 

			But the councillor confessed yesterday that he had, in fact, attended the game. 

			“I had one too many beers and I sincerely apologize,” he said. “I’m only human, and I made a mistake. I don’t know what else I can say.” 

			Mr. Ford also admitted he misled newspaper reporters when the allegations first arose. 

			When asked why he had denied attending the game, Mr. Ford said he “felt embarrassed.” 

			During an interview with the National Post three days after the incident, the councillor claimed he had not attended a Leafs game since December. 

			“It’s hard to be thrown out of [a] hockey game when you weren’t even there,” Mr. Ford told the Post at the time. 

			Mr. Ford said yesterday he did not believe lying to the media would damage his credibility. 

			“I’m honest,” he said. “When I say I did it, I did it. I think that’s as straightforward and honest as you can be. So we’ll see what happens at election time. What else can I do? I work hard, it was in my own private time and when you’re a politician, you are in the spotlight, and I made a mistake and I am deeply sorry for what I did. I’ve apologized and I will move on to doing my job as I’ve always done for the past six years.” 

			Mr. Ford admitted he had behaved poorly after two fans, Dan and Rebecca Hope, filed a complaint with the city. 

			Their letter has been sent to David Mullan, the Integrity Commissioner, to determine whether an investigation is necessary. 

			The Integrity Commissioner does not have the jurisdiction to investigate the incident, according to Mr. Ford. 

			“This has nothing to do with City Hall; this has nothing to do with my job. It was my own private time. It was my own private tickets,” Mr. Ford said. 

			Mr. Mullan declined to comment on whether he believed the incident fell within his mandate. 

			“Given that is going to be a contentious issue in this matter, I’m not going to make a comment one way or another,” he said. 

			Mayor David Miller said it was “appropriate” that Mr. Ford had apologized for his behaviour. 

			“I think it was important for him to acknowledge what he had done and to apologize,” Mr. Miller said. “As an elected official, I take my position very seriously, and I’m sure he’s the same. It’s important to acknowledge when you’ve done wrong.” 

			Mr. Ford said he attended the hockey game and sat behind the visiting team’s net along with his wife, Renata. Eyewitness accounts suggest Mr. Ford became engaged in a boisterous argument with other patrons, cursing heavily and referring to them as “communists.” 

			But speaking with reporters yesterday, Mr. Ford denied making the remarks. 

			“I don’t recall saying that, but I was inebriated, there’s no doubt about it,” he said. 

			The councillor said he was uncertain how much alcohol he consumed. 

			“I have no idea, but it was a lot, I had too many obviously,” he said, adding, “I’m not a big drinker at all, so when I drink, it hits me pretty hard. I made a mistake. Maybe I shouldn’t have drank at all. That’s alcohol—it’s a bad drug.” 

			Mr. Ford denied the arena’s security guards escorted him from the building. 

			“I think I left of my own free will,” he said, adding, “I have nothing to say. It’s water under the bridge. I feel embarrassed. I feel shameful. I don’t know what more I can say. I made a huge mistake.” 

		

	
		
			 

			The “calm” Ford takes on all comers: Etobicoke incumbent rejects criticism he’s more sound than fury

			Wed Nov 1 2006 

			By: Peter Kuitenbrouwer 

			If you think Councillor Rob Ford is loud, you should meet his big brother Doug. We are in the boardroom at Deco Labels & Tags, the family’s printing business along Highway 401 in north Etobicoke, and Doug Ford is explaining Rob Ford’s legendary outbursts on the floor of Toronto City Council. 

			“Sometimes the emotions get going and he sees councillors as pigs at the trough, ripping off the taxpayers,” bellows Doug Ford. “If someone thinks they can do a better job than the Ford family and our 50 years of working for the community in north Etobicoke, then bring it on!” 

			Rob Ford leans back and smiles. 

			“I’m the calm one,” he says. 

			Rob Ford is the youngest of four children of Doug and Diane Ford. Doug Ford, Sr., founded a printing business in his basement; the family-owned company now employs 100 at its Toronto plant and 50 at its plant in Chicago. 

			Doug Ford, Sr., served under Mike Harris as an MPP from 1995–99. (The father died last month, as his son tells me through tears.) 

			Rob Ford first won election to council in 2000, and is re-offering for the Nov. 13 vote. 

			I have always had a weak spot for the guy, who spends $4 of his $50,000 office budget, and who grills city staff without mercy during budget debates. But the Ford aura lost some of its lustre this spring, when Mr. Ford lied to reporters, including the Post’s James Cowan, when asked if he was drunk and disorderly at an April 15 Maple Leafs game. 

			“It’s hard to be thrown out of a hockey game when you weren’t even there,” Mr. Ford told the Post on April 18. Then on May 2, he admitted that he was at the game, got drunk and caused trouble. 

			My grilling on this topic leads to another outburst by the older brother. 

			“Come on, he was drunk, he lied to the media, the next morning he went on the air and admitted it,” Doug Ford says. “Move on. They’re beating a dead horse.” 

			Doug Ford then adds that, while he was canvassing on Sunday for his brother, an 85-year-old poet named Josephine Voltan came to the door and gave him a poem about Rob. Here are excerpts: 

			He never fails to return a call; 

			“Not so” of many at City Hall. 

			So to all of you holier than thou, 

			Watch Rob Ford take a bow; 

			Really, why all this fuss; 

			For a few beers and a little cuss. 

			There are so many problems that need attention: 

			Clean air, poverty and others too many to mention. 

			So I say, “Cheers” to what he does best; 

			And for God’s sake, forget the rest.

			Perhaps a less-sanctimonious councillor would have fared better in a similar affair. But let’s give Mr. Ford his due: He does work hard for his constituents. 

			He pulls out a crumpled sheet of paper with his appointments. He visited five constituents before lunch yesterday: two women in social housing, one with a plugged toilet, another with a broken dryer; a homeowner whose neighbour’s backyard was a mess; a man whose tree was overdue for a trim; and a man with water pooling in front of his house. 

			At each stop, he says, he brought staff. “I give city staff a week to get it done. If it is not done, I’ll call Shirley Hoy, CEO of the city, and let her know staff is not doing their job.” 

			But others think Mr. Ford is the one not doing his job. 

			After leaving the printing plant, I head to lunch with Mike McKenna, 24, at Danny D’s on Attwell Drive, a friendly kind of working-man’s bar next to the Metro West Detention Centre. 

			“We have the perception of being a rundown, low-
income area, but that’s not true,” says Mr. McKenna, who lives in the basement of his parents’ home in the ward and who has taken a leave from his job in the banking office at the Air Canada Centre to run for city council. 

			Mr. Ford not only lives outside the ward, but his behaviour at council is a big problem, Mr. McKenna says. 

			“When you break through all the yelling and screaming and ranting and raving, he doesn’t get anything accomplished,” says Mr. McKenna. 

			“I am going to bring an intelligent and respectful approach where we can work together and accomplish things.” 

			Another candidate, Cadigia Ali, is a civil servant on leave from the Ministry of Community and Social Services. She wants to help the area’s large Somali community. 

			“This area needs someone who can build a bridge to the mainstream so we can work together,” she says. 

			That said, fighting the Ford family is a tough job. Mr. Ford prints his own signs, and yesterday his brother Randy’s Ford truck was crammed to the grill with them. Diane Ford, the councillor’s mother, also sported a Rob Ford sticker on her lapel and promised to make her boy a veal parmesan before an all-candidates’ debate next week. 

			“Things are just great,” Mr. Ford says. “I can’t wait for Nov. 13.” 

			 

		

	
		
			 

			Locals chase councillor out
of neighbouring ward;
“Go home, Rob Ford”

			Wed Aug 8 2007 

			By: Mark Medley 

			Councillor Rob Ford thought he was doing a good turn by showing up in a neighbouring ward to help people who were having headaches with road construction yesterday. But when he got there, Mr. Ford found instead an angry mob waving placards who chased him out of their community. 

			The Etobicoke politician went to the Humber-
Sheppard Community Centre at 11 a.m. to meet with four residents who had called his office last week concerned about construction of a giant maple leaf made of interlocking brick at the intersection of Weston Road and Sheppard Avenue. 

			About 40 protesters were hiding in the hallway of the community centre. When Mr. Ford came walking along the sidewalk to enter the building, the group poured out and encircled him. 

			“Go home, Rob Ford!” they chanted, carrying cardboard signs with the slogans: “Get out of our ward, Rob Ford” and “Mind your own business, Rob Ford.” 

			As Mr. Ford tried to talk to locals and reporters, jeers and chants drowned him out. 

			“It’s none of his affairs,” said Lou Santonato, the protest organizer who has lived in the area almost 40 years. “I didn’t vote for the guy.” 

			Mr. Ford said he supports the infrastructure work and was merely meeting with people who could not get answers from their own councillor, Giorgio Mammoliti. He called the protest “political grandstanding” on the part of Mr. Mammoliti. 

			“They didn’t get an answer from their councillor, so I’m trying to help,” Mr. Ford said. 

			Vivian Broersma, who showed up to meet Mr. Ford, said the protest was “a disgrace” and like “a mini-riot.” She said that she was twice hit by signs and another woman was knocked to the ground. She had strong words for Mr. Mammoliti, who she believed orchestrated the protest. 

			“I have no use for the man whatsoever,” she said. “He’s just a pompous, arrogant, S.O.B. who has turned this ward into an absolute dictatorship.” 

			The two councillors share a rocky past. In March, 2002, Mr. Ford called Mr. Mammoliti a “gino boy” and a “scammer.” 

			In turn, Mr. Mammoliti called Mr. Ford a “goon.” And in May, Mr. Mammoliti raised a motion at an executive committee meeting for Toronto’s auditor-general and integrity commissioner to conduct an investigation into where Mr. Ford and Councillor Doug Holyday get the money to run their offices because they don’t spend city resources. 

			Mr. Mammoliti was happy with the results of the protest. 

			“He went with his tail in-between his legs,” he said. “I wish that every community he tries to move into, every ward that he tries to move into . . . would send him the same message.” 

			 

		

	
		
			 

			Councillor unbowed over
“Orientals” remark;
Miller blasts Ford

			Fri Mar 7 2008 

			By: Kelly Grant 

			Rob Ford, the city councillor best known for attacking his spendthrift colleagues, says he will gladly apologize to any Asian-Canadians hurt by his suggestion that industrious “Orientals” are “slowly taking over.” 

			But Mr. Ford is refusing to say sorry on the council floor at the behest of Mayor David Miller—a rival the councillor says he is now “definitely considering” trying to unseat in the 2010 municipal election. 

			Mr. Ford made his controversial comments on Wednesday night during a council debate about extending holiday shopping to all downtown stores. 

			While urging council to go further and support city-wide openings 365 days a year, he said Torontonians should try working as hard as “Orientals.” 

			“Go to the Orient. Go to Hong Kong. I’ve been there. You want to see workaholics? Those Oriental people work like dogs. They work their hearts out. . . . They sleep beside their machines. That’s why they’re successful in life,” Mr. Ford said. 

			“Oriental people, they’re slowly taking over. There’s no excuses for [them]. They’re hard, hard workers.” 

			Mr. Miller, who was not in the chambers when Mr. Ford made his remarks, yesterday demanded he apologize. 

			“Councillor Ford’s comments are totally inappropriate for anyone, let alone an elected official who represents a city that is probably the most diverse city in the world,” the mayor said. 

			“Mr. Ford needs to make an apology; it needs to be made publicly on the floor of council and it should be to all Torontonians and to city council.” 

			When told that Mr. Ford said he intended his speech as a compliment to the Asian community, Mr. Miller replied: “I don’t think bigoted and racist comments can be meant as a compliment. I didn’t know he’d said that. But I’m quite shocked that that would be the explanation.” 

			Mr. Ford has developed a reputation for his off-the-cuff—and often off-colour—remarks. 

			In 2002, he called Giorgio Mammoliti, a councillor of Italian descent, a “Gino Boy,” on the council floor. In 2006, he lied about getting drunk and hurling insults in the stands at a Toronto Maple Leafs game. 

			But the son of a former MPP also has plenty of devoted fans who appreciate his candid manner and careful attention to City Hall spending. 

			Yesterday, Mr. Ford showed off a stack of emails from supporters calling his Oriental speech harmless. Several of the messages entreated Mr. Ford to run for mayor. 

			“People have asked me, a ton of people have,” said the Etobicoke councillor, who earlier mused about running for the top job before his inebriated turn at the Leafs’ game in 2006. 

			“Now I’m definitely considering it.” 

			If Mr. Ford does run, speeches such as the one he made this week could hurt his chances, some councillors said. 

			“Anybody could run for mayor, but as long as he makes this kind of remark, his chance of getting elected mayor is very slim,” said Raymond Cho, a Scarborough councillor originally from Korea. 

			Others said the city should treat the remarks as a vintage Rob Ford media storm and ignore it. 

			“It was inappropriate,” said Councillor Denzil Minnan-
Wong, a critic of the mayor and a Chinese-Canadian. “I think city council has more important things to deal with than another Rob Ford outburst, and that we should just move on.” 

			Mr. Ford said he would leave it to voters to judge his words. 

			“I don’t respect the mayor. I never have. Hopefully he won’t be our mayor in a couple of years. There’s no secret about that. So if he wants to call me a racist or whatever, let the people decide. I’m not a racist.” 

			 

		

	
		
			 

			Copyright

			How Rob Ford Happened

			Copyright © 2013 by National Post, a division of Postmedia Network Inc.

			All rights reserved.

			Published by HarperCollins Publishers Ltd

			The columns reproduced in this book have all previously appeared
in print and/or online editions of the National Post.

			All rights reserved under all applicable International Copyright Conventions. By payment of the required fees, you have been granted the non-exclusive, non-transferable right to access and read the text of this e-book on-screen. 

			No part of this text may be reproduced, transmitted, down-loaded, decompiled, reverse engineered, or stored in or introduced into any information storage and retrieval system, in any form or by any means, whether electronic or mechanical, now known or hereinafter invented, without the express written permission of the publisher.

			EPub Edition; December 2104

			EPub ISBN: 978-144343-589-5 

			No part of this book may be used or reproduced in any manner whatsoever without the prior written permission of the publisher, except in the case of brief quotations embodied in reviews.

			HarperCollins Publishers Ltd.

			2 Bloor Street East, 20th Floor

			Toronto, Ontario, M4W 1A8

			www.harpercollins.ca

		

	OEBPS/image/15988.jpg
% HarperCollinsPublishersLtd





OEBPS/image/Ford_Ebook_Cover.jpg
n sidered “newsworthy” has met dif-  mains on political anc
g | ferent definitions. For example, mid-twen  ever, the news media

y <
|
A W I
il D 3
d
a 4

NED

A History

of the Toronto
Mayor from the
Pages of the
National Post






