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  Note from the Publisher
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Favorite shirt, c. 2019
Years ago, I bought a shirt that said Make Orwell fiction again. At the time, I thought it was hilarious. Now it feels more like a rallying cry. This month’s theme is Guard Your Gear, and it feels especially relevant right now. Not just in the practical sense, but in the creative one. Our attention, our energy, our imagination. These are the tools we create with, and they are constantly under pressure.
It’s easy, in times like these, to disappear into the scroll. Headlines leave many of us feeling smaller, quieter, and less necessary. But this is exactly when art matters most. Literature is many things. It can be our escape, teach us, and expand our ideas of what is possible. It is also resistance. Every poem, every story, every strange imagining is a refusal to go silent. It is our refusal to let the future be written without us.
We are living through what feels, for many of us, like a creative apocalypse. Our attention is fractured, meaning is diluted, and urgency is everywhere. It is easy to get lost in the doomscroll, but nothing good comes from creating less. We need to create more, in a way that is sustainable so we outlast current events.
We need to protect ourselves and each other from burnout. We can insulate against panic and despair. For most of us, this is not our first dystopia. We have read about it in 1984, Brave New World, and Fahrenheit 451. We know that the best way to survive the zombies is with community, continuity, and the quiet, daily decision to keep showing up for each other.
That’s part of why Space & Time is evolving.
With this issue, we begin moving toward a monthly rhythm and wider distribution, not just to grow, but to make more space. We need more voices, more visions, more imagined futures. What better time to do that than as Space & Time celebrates its 60th year on April 9, the same day as founder Gordon Linzner’s birthday. For six decades, this magazine has made space for imaginative voices, and that legacy continues with every new contributor and every new reader.
This issue also features six authors from a wide array of backgrounds, all working confidently within speculative prose. From a classroom where a Cold War spy cat’s story splinters into multiple truths, to a dragon’s lair where legacy is sealed in blood, this issue of Space & Time moves through worlds where reality is never singular. A woman guards something unspeakable deep within a cave while unseen entities whisper of their long residence inside the human mind. A daughter’s late-night hospital visit reveals a monstrous inheritance, even as, in another future, an android mother defies her programming to protect the child she chose. Across these stories, the boundaries between protector and threat, truth and myth, human and other blur, inviting us to question not just what is real, but who gets to decide.
To celebrate National Poetry Month, 149 also features a bright constellation of poetry voices, reminding us that language is still alive, still sharp, and still capable of naming what we’re living through and what we’re becoming. Edited by Linda D. Addison, the poetry drifts between stars and endings, intimacy and extinction. We encounter Martians who may be closer than we think, angels who no longer intervene, and futures where humanity fades into silence or transforms into something stranger. There are love songs carried across galaxies, warnings etched in polluted snow, and quiet reckonings with time, loss, and what it means to endure. From cosmic wonder to deeply personal moments, these thirty-one poets offer visions that haunt, comfort, and challenge us to see both the fragility and resilience of existence.
The work in the following pages does exactly what it needs to do. The words reflect the world. They forecast, warn, and build cautionary tales and hopeful blueprints. They test realities before they arrive, while there is still time to change course. It is what the speculative genre has always done, and right now, that work is not optional. It is essential.
Thank you for showing up for it.
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  Word Ninja

by Linda D. Addison


Melancholia: A Book of Dark Poetry by Sumiko Saulson  (Bludgeoned Girls Press, 6/14/2024)   doesn’t look away from what life gives that brings deep sadness, but in the skilled hands of Saulson, a warrior poet, loss, anger, frustration becomes a poetic symphony. Even the titles sing, My Body is a House Made of Ghosts: “I spent an eternity grieving / A lifetime over and under achieving/ Because you left me / Without a sound / Without a word / Without a voice / Because you left me without leaving”. From personal loss, to demanding respect in a society that judges others by the shade of their skin, Saulson pulls out of the shadows parts of life we often try to hide. Whether in lyrical poems with ghosts, creatures of fancy or poems that spoke from Saulson’s personal experiences, I connected to each poem from beginning to the end. 
Vellum Leaves and Lettered Skins by Colleen Anderson (Raw Dog Screaming Press, 2025) are poems that expertly and beautifully weave new fairy tales from the echoes of the familiar to unveil the unspoken thoughts and emotions of women searching for themselves, even while held captive in golden cages and towers. From Locks: “Without my hair, like Samson / would I be nothing of worth / would I matter at all.” Anderson’s soul-stirring poems let us feel what we would deny when we want to struggle against roles that don’t let us be seen or heard. From In the End: “I have only the tower / It owns me / My protector / My prison / I was never free.” Even as enchanted women’s lives are restricted, there is graceful power in poems showing how kings can not rule without them and they have to find their own voices, even if no one is listening.
 Linda D. Addison is a five-time recipient of the HWA Bram Stoker Award®, and HWA Lifetime Achievement Award as well as SFPA Grand Master of Fantastic Poetry. Her poetry and fiction has been published in numerous anthologies and magazines, she has been the poetry editor of Space and Time magazine since 1999. 








  
  New & Notable

by Angela Yuriko Smith


Last month brought us the end of Mercury in retrograde and plenty of speculative fiction that refused to stay in its lane. March, in particular, gave us leviathans, libraries, and lyrical myth-making. Have you read any of these? 
[image: ]

Hell’s Heart by Alexis Hall 
 Leviathans and genre collide in this sci-fi + literary + classic retelling, a Moby-Dick in space, where humanity harvests hallucinogenic fuel from colossal creatures in Jupiter’s atmosphere. It’s philosophical, obsessive, and intimate despite the cosmic scale. Speculative without boundaries, it blends literary homage, queer narrative energy, and high-concept sci-fi. Released March 10, 2026 from Tor Books.
The Library of Amorlin by Kalyn Josephson  Libraries / knowledge-as-magic fantasy are always my favorite, and thisbibliocentric fantasy built around power, archives, and access to hidden knowledge— is art of a broader trend of “bookish worlds” dominating March releases.  So many of us love a good book about libraries, and this one taps into that deeply satisfying trope where knowledge is currency, magic, and danger. Released March 3, 2026 from Erewhon Books. 
River of Bones and Other Stories by Rebecca Roanhorse
A lyrical myth-making / multi-genre speculative collection blending sci-fi, fantasy, and mythic storytelling, including a return to her Sixth World universe. This is short fiction that moves fluidly across modes, cultures, and tones. It elevates speculative fiction beyond novels into something more literary and expansive. Released March 3, 2026 from S&S/Saga Press.
Jitterbug by Gareth L. Powell 
 Big-idea sci-fi with personality blending space opera, noir, and cosmic horror.  written around a bounty hunter and his sentient ship who get pulled into a conspiracy involving political factions and something ancient in deep space. Released March 3, 2026 from Titan Books.
Which one are you adding to your stack this month… or what did I miss? 
Angela Yuriko Smith is a two-time Bram Stoker Award–winning author, former president of the Horror Writers Association, and publisher of Space and Time. As a publishing consultant and coach, she helps writers build sustainable creative careers rooted in art, not arson. She writes Authortunities on Substack. 
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