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To Harold and Seth Jawetz, the wise physicians who
sent me to Hackensack Hospital, and to Dr. Elie
Ellman, whose surgical skills allowed me to go home—
a good idea in baseball and in life.
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Foreword

Dan Schlossberg’s book has had a fabulous longevity that has earned the admiration of all his baseball-writing comrades, especially this one. Dan and I have been circling each other, professionally and fraternally, for so long that it seems we have built up a shared bibliography. As fans who became writers—or was it the or way around?—we have been interested in the same subjects, often tackling them within years of each other.

In 1974, I published A Century of Baseball Lore, a grabbag of stories that were surprisingly true, or were so great that they ought to have been true. In 1975, Dan issued Barons of the Bullpen, the first book-length study of relief pitching. In 1979, I wrote The Relief Pitcher, a somewhat nerdier book on the same subject. In 1980, he created The Baseball Catalog, the grandfather of the book you now hold in your hands, which had an approach in common with my earlier Baseball Lore. In 1990, I put together The Whole Baseball Catalog, a guide to the baseball marketplace, which owed more conceptually to Stewart Brand’s Whole Earth Catalog than to Dan’s book, yet may be said to have expropriated Dan’s title. I was even Dan’s publisher, in the early 1990s, when he compiled a splendid pitching instructional for kids.

Dizzying, huh? For all these years Dan and I have been friends rather than rivals, belonging to a mutual admiration society, population two. What do we like about baseball? All of it: the stats, the stories, the tall tales and short squibs, the long history and last night’s box score. We are lifelong fans of the game who implausibly have made careers writing for fans about the best, the worst, the least understood, and the most unusual aspects of baseball.

But enough about us. Let me tell you about this glorious book, which began life as The Baseball Catalog, then over time was infused with the accumulated knowledge of Dan’s lifetime of covering the game, and today stands unrivaled for longevity among shape-shifting baseball books. Baseball encyclopedias may go through many editions, largely resembling each other except in their statistical updates. It may even be said that the principal charm of baseball itself is that it is eternally the same yet every day different—renewing itself from a mysterious wellspring of creativity and happenstance.

Indeed, the only book that I can think to compare with The New Baseball Bible as a fountain of wit and wisdom is Jim Bouton’s Ball Four. A thirty-year memoir, my pal Jim’s masterwork is shelved in my study alongside the now forty-year iterations of Dan’s.

For my late friend Jim, for Dan, and for me too, work and fun proceeded along more or less interchangeably. We were lucky. And so are you, dear reader. You are about to enter into not truly a bible—though it is indeed a guide for the faithful fan—but instead a repository of myth and legend, real heroes and fanciful villains, and thrilling tales that would make Frank Merriwell blush.

So, if this book is not a bible, with exemplary stories and moral lessons beyond dispute, what is its real literary form?

It is a commonplace book, a venerable form of scrapbooking that by the seventeenth century was formally taught to college students in such institutions as Oxford. At Harvard, Ralph Waldo Emerson and Henry David Thoreau were taught to keep commonplace books, which survive in published form. I just might take a deep dive into the decades of gathered stray bits that litter my own files and mind to create a commonplace book (shall I call it Thornucopia?), and thus extend my decades-long copycat relationship with Dan.

The prior edition of The New Baseball Bible was described in its subtitle as, “Notes, Nuggets, Lists, and Legends from Our National Pastime.” The publisher went with that again; it works for me. This book is a great big bag of peanuts—reach in anywhere and you’ll come up with something good. And there are crackerjack nuggets too, for even the most knowledgeable fan—things you didn’t know before or had never grasped in quite the same way as Dan presents them. Clichés attain their status because they are oft-repeated, but first they must be true. Of The New Baseball Bible it may rightly be said that it is “a book for fans from eight to eighty.” I am nearer to eighty than to eight but I still have much to learn from baseball . . . and from Dan Schlossberg, its great chronicler.

—John Thorn

John Thorn, an author himself, is the official
historian of Major League Baseball.


Preface

Somewhere between a Phil Niekro knuckleball, a Nolan Ryan fastball, and the control of Jim “Catfish” Hunter, one finds the heart and soul of “our” game—the best game in the world: BASEBALL!

Our game sustains itself through the years, because history records the facts through the likes of The New Baseball Bible, brought to us by our esteemed and accomplished author, Dan Schlossberg.

Through his eyes, his typewriter (in bygone days), and now his computer screen, Dan brings us clarity, fun facts, and quirks about our game that only a professor like Casey Stengel could usually bring to light.

What Dan has put together for each of us, the baseball fans, not only encompasses our favorite teams and players, but also, like the blood and DNA that run through our veins, a knowledge of our game that takes itself across the generations, from father to son and mom to daughter.

This latest version of Dan’s Baseball Catalog doesn’t forget the past, but instead enshrines it so that we all have the substance and root knowledge that allows us to appreciate the present and look forward to what is to come.

By enjoying The New Baseball Bible, we all benefit from baseball’s past and yearn for what might be in our game’s future. What records might be broken, by whom, and when? It’s great fodder for great conversation for the best fans in the world: baseball fans!

No matter what team is your favorite, this Bible is for you and me and every baseball enthusiast everywhere!

—Al Clark
Major League Umpire
1976-2001

Al Clark and Dan Schlossberg are co-authors of the book Called Out But Safe: a Baseball Umpire’s Journey.
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Introduction

Woody Allen once produced a movie called Everything You Wanted to Know About Sex but Were Afraid to Ask.

That concept, coupled with the old-time graphics of The Sporting News and The Old Farmer’s Almanac, were the driving forces behind this book.

First produced as The Baseball Catalog in 1980, when it was a Book of the Month Club alternate, it has had numerous revisions since. The most recent was a 2002 paperback called The Baseball Almanac: Big Bodacious Book of Baseball.

In the 18 years since, the baseball world has undergone cataclysmic changes. Each league now has three five-team divisions, unbalanced schedules, and daily interleague games. Ballparks have been built, records have fallen, and new stars have emerged.

But the game is basically the same one Alexander Cartwright created in 1846, three decades before the advent of the National League signaled the start of organized professional baseball.

Although it is physically impossible to produce a book covering everything that transpired on and off the field since Cartwright’s day, this volume includes items never published previously—including many photographs, illustrations, and artifacts collected over decades of involvement in the game.

Suffice to say that The New Baseball Bible was not just written; it was assembled like a giant jigsaw puzzle.

This volume runs the gamut from the Cincinnati Red Stockings to the Arizona Diamondbacks. But it emphasizes the good old days before revenue-raising gimmicks threatened to compromise the integrity of America’s national pastime.

During those glory years, there were two eight-team leagues, winners went straight to the World Series, and games were played on real grass illuminated by the sun. Night games on weekends or during the postseason were taboo and tickets were cheaper than today’s ballpark franks.

You can’t quite smell the hot dogs when you pick up this book, but you can come pretty darn close.

Beyond the exploits of the players, teams, and executives documented here are such off-the-field and off-the-wall characters as the goat owner who cursed the Cubs, the peanut vendor who made the longest Opening Day toss, the woman who struck out Babe Ruth, and the blind sportscaster who told the commissioner he had all the qualifications to be a major-league umpire!

Hilda Chester, Schottzie, and Morganna are included too, along with the two Bob Millers of the 1962 Mets and the two Rick Ce(r)rones of the 1997 Yankees.

Putting this book together was a process that took years and involved talking to Ralph Kiner about being the biggest star on a bad ballclub, Monte Irvin about life in the Negro Leagues, and Clyde King about wartime spring training in the north. It also meant listening to Warren Spahn and Juan Marichal discuss their 16-inning duel—a 1963 marathon both refused to leave before Willie Mays settled the issue with a solo home run that represented the only run.

The idea here is to inspire older, more traditional fans but also to woo the younger generation back from its flirtation with the faster sports of basketball and hockey. As Bill Veeck once said, “Baseball is meant to be savored but not gulped.”

Sport Shirt Bill was right on the mark.

When I became a baseball fan in 1957, Dwight D. Eisenhower was president of the United States and the Milwaukee Braves beat the New York Yankees in the World Series. They got there without designated hitters, interleague games, and endless rounds of playoffs.

I watched with my father, Ezra Schlossberg, who turned down the sound on our old black-and-white Zenith and explained the nuances of the game to a son who was eager to learn.

The lessons stuck, especially after he took me to Yankee Stadium a year later for my first game, with the Yankees hosting the Washington Senators.

I knew I wanted to write about baseball long before I enrolled in the Newhouse School of Public Communications at Syracuse University. What a kick it was when I discovered later that I could even earn money writing the backs of the same baseball cards I used to purchase!

My first baseball interview happened when I was a high school senior. As sports editor of The Hilltop Star at Passaic (New Jersey) High School, I arranged to meet Bobby Bragan, manager of the lame-duck 1965 Milwaukee Braves, at Shea Stadium. I still remember his gray road flannels adorned with red script numbers and letters and the white “M” on his red-and-blue cap.

Some memories never fade.

The New Baseball Bible is meant to be a book of memories. It celebrates the best, the worst, and the most unusual aspects of the game and the people who played it.

Pretty enough to reside on a coffee table, it is also practical enough to leave in a bathroom. Pick it up anywhere, flip the pages in any direction, and smiles will flow.

Pitchers, power-hitters, and even pranksters proliferate in the pages that follow. Long-time friend Jay Johnstone, for example, documented his adventures in three separate books of his own and is still regarded as a legend in the art of practical jokes. The list of colorful characters also includes Chipper Jones, Puddin’ Head Jones, Vinegar Bend Mizell, and hundreds of others whose monikers make sportswriting so much fun. Babe Ruth alone had a half-dozen.

Ruth could hit, pitch, and carouse with the best of all time, thereby earning plenty of exposure in the pages that follow. But his polar opposite, Hank Aaron, broke most of his baseball records even though he had the additional burdens of night ball, relief pitching, coast-to-coast travel, television publicity, and a torrent of threats and hate mail sparked by his race.

Ruth and Aaron are here but so is Francisco Cabrera, a third-string catcher whose two-run single won a pennant in the last inning of the last game before the 1992 World Series. Such unexpected events help make baseball the great game it is.

As Joaquin Andujar, when asked for a one-word description of the game, said, “Youneverknow.”

In addition to players, managers, and executives, this book pays homage to the presidents, movie stars, and other celebrities who contributed to the lore of the game. Baseball knows no party lines. It welcomes men like Ronald Reagan, who used the game as a springboard to the White House, and Jimmy Carter, a rabid Braves fan who always wore his Atlanta hat in the ballpark.

This volume even attemps to fix a few twisted facts from the films Field of Dreams and 42.

It doesn’t make an attempt to fix the language of the period, such as the word “midget” rather than “little person” to describe the 3'7" dwarf who batted in a big-league game, but it does take into account both the evolution of the game and the evolution of its language.

Before the advent of the computer age, keeping facts straight was an uncertain science. But an organization called The Society for American Baseball Research (SABR) has done herculean work in repairing erroneous baseball records, espousing forgotten history, and providing a powerful online forum for nearly 7,000 rabid fans, writers, researchers, historians, and educators. My membership, which began more than 40 years ago, has been rewarding both personally and professionally.

Colleagues and SABRmetricians who thumb through these pages may disagree with names, dates, or records, especially pertaining to the game’s early years when games were scored in pencil and reporting was more flowery than accurate. Constructive criticism is always welcome—especially with an eye toward future editions—but getting those early records straight is no easy task. My theory for this book was simple: when sources disagreed, a best-of-three rule settled the score.

For the most part, the illustrations, captions, and sidebars herein tell the story of the game well, covering as many bases as possible.

Because this volume could have been called Baseball Information Please, there’s a detailed index designed for historians, researchers, and just plain fans.

Like me.

—Dan Schlossberg
Fair Lawn, New Jersey


Chapter 1
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Professional baseball was nearly 40 years old in 1910, when this montage of stars was assembled. Major changes took place during the game’s early years.

Beginnings of Baseball




Early Rules

During the 1850s, Massachusetts baseball was played on a square-shaped field that had 10 to 14 players per side and four-foot-high posts for bases. Umpires asked fans for advice and awarded victory to the first team that scored 100 runs.



[image: Image]

Base Ball at Hoboken

New York, July 6, 1853. Friend P. —The first friendly game of the season, between the Gotham and Knickerbocker Base Ball Clubs, was played on the grounds of the latter. The game was commenced on Friday the 1st, but owing to the storm had to be postponed, the Knickerbockers making nine aces to two of the Gotham.


Dubious Doubleday

Abner Doubleday’s credibility as the inventor of baseball wasn’t helped by the 67 diaries he wrote after retiring from the U.S. Army in 1873. Neither the diaries nor the Doubleday obituary that appeared in the New York Times 20 years later made any reference to baseball.



British Origin of Baseball

In Spalding’s Base Ball Guide of 1903, English-born editor Henry Chadwick traced the origin of the game to the British sports of rounders, town ball, and a third game called old cat.

“More than 70 years ago, when I was a schoolboy in England,” he wrote, “my favorite field sport was the game of rounders. This was played with an ordinary ball and with stout, round sticks as bats.

“After school time, we boys would proceed to the nearest playing field, select a smooth portion of it, and lay out the ground for a contest. This was easily done by placing four stones, or posts, in position as base stations, and by digging a hole in the ground where the batsman had to stand.

“We then tossed for sides and innings and started the game. Custom made the rules of play, as there was no written code to govern the game.”

In the eighteenth century, shortly before the American Revolution, a poem called “Base Ball” appeared in A Little Pretty Pocket Book. It was first published in Great Britain in 1744 and reprinted in Worcester, Massachusetts, in 1787. It read:

The ball once struck off,
Away flies the boy
To the next destined point,
And then home with joy.

These early accounts cast considerable doubt on the longstanding theory that Abner Doubleday “invented” baseball at the sleepy village of Cooperstown, New York, in 1839. Though a 1907 special commission lent credence to the Doubleday story—perhaps in an attempt to give America credit for the game’s origin—later research indicates Doubleday was a plebe at West Point in 1839 and probably did not get to Cooperstown that year.

Alexander Cartwright: Father of Baseball

The Baseball Hall of Fame in Cooperstown gives Alexander Cartwright the title “Father of Modern Base Ball.” That inscription decorates his plaque in the Hall of Fame’s gallery.

Cartwright was a teller at the Union Bank of New York in 1845 when he organized the first regular team, the Knickerbockers, and wrote rules to govern the sport. A talented draftsman, he set bases 90 feet apart, established nine players on a side, three outs per inning, and an unchangeable batting order.

The loosely organized games played at the time consisted of teams with 11 to 20 players each. Bases were made of stakes, stones, or sand-filled sacks that could be kicked away by fielders. Runners were put out—literally—when fielders plunked them in the middle of the back with the baseball.

Cartwright developed the concept of a nine-inning game later. The first game played under his rules ended when the New York Nine scored its 21st run (then called an ace) in the fourth inning (called a hand). New York added two more, the Knickerbockers took their final turn at bat, and the game ended in a 23–1 defeat for the home team. The site was the Elysian Fields, Hoboken, New Jersey, on June 19, 1846.

A talented pitcher, Cartwright served as umpire in that first game. His goal was to make both sides understand the new rules, and he succeeded. Cartwright was fair but stern; he fined a New York Nine player named Davis six cents for swearing.

By 1849, the Knickerbockers had reached such a level of respectability that they wore uniforms for the first time. In 1857, the nine-inning format replaced the 21-run rule.

The First League

The National Association of Baseball Clubs, the first league, was organized in New York in 1857, and the Fashion Race Course in Jamaica, New York, was declared the site for all games. The season ran from July to October because the players felt it was too warm to play in May and June. Perhaps the weather pattern has changed, but the “dog days of August” have wilted pennant hopes of contenders throughout the modern era, which began in 1901.

In 1858, there was evidence that baseball was catching fire with the fans. Spectators paid 50 cents each to see Brooklyn and New York clash at the Fashion Race Course; attendance was 1,500.

Two years later, the Excelsiors of Brooklyn became the first team to go on tour. Twice during a five-game swing upstate, they scored more than 50 runs in a game, and they returned home undefeated.


Slim Pickins

Troy of the National League had a paid attendance of 12 for a game in 1882.

Good Start

Ross Barnes hit the first home run in National League history, for the Chicago White Stockings on May 2, 1876, but hit only one more for the rest of his career.

First Trade

The first trade in baseball history occurred on November 15, 1886 when the Cincinnati Red Stockings of the American Association sent catcher “Honest Jack” Boyle and $400 to the St. Louis Browns for Hugh Nicol, an outfielder who stood only 5’4” tall but had exceptional speed.

Fall Classic?

After the 1886 campaign, a 15-game exhibition series was staged between the St. Louis Browns of the American Association and Detroit Wolverines of the National League. Detroit won 10 of the games.
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Library of Congress

The early game was definitely different, with fielders above not even wearing gloves. Future Hall of Famers Cap Anson and Connie Mack are also in this illustration from the Police Gazette.
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New York Clipper, via Library of Congress

One of the first organized teams, the Athletic Baseball Club of Philadelphia, adopted a nickname that still survives today.


Lopsided Scores

Early handicaps on hurlers helped hitters immensely. Forest City, based in Cleveland, beat the Brooklyn Atlantics 132–1 in a five-inning game in 1870. In another game that year Forest City scored 90 runs in the first inning and had the bases loaded with nobody out when rain halted play at Utica, New York.

Spalding’s Sensational Season

In 1875, one year before the formation of the National League (and several years before modern pitching rules were established), A. G. Spalding of Boston (National Association) posted a 57–7 record using only fastballs and curves.
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Allen Gross

This old ball, on display at the Baseball Hall of Fame, was used in 1860, a year before the outbreak of the Civil War.

The First Professional Team

Baseball fever boomed in 1860, when the Olympic Town Ball Club of Philadelphia, organized in 1833, decided to abandon the imported British sport of town ball and play baseball instead.

By 1869, Harry Wright, originally a cricket player, had gathered nine other top players to form the Cincinnati Red Stockings, the first professional team. Though the average player did not earn much more than $1,000 that season, the Red Stockings were more concerned with pride than price; they went undefeated in 69 games (there was one tie) and launched an amazing 130-game winning streak that did not end until June 14, 1870.

Only once did Cincinnati fail to score 16 or more runs in a game, and one of their decisions was a 103–8 triumph over the Buckeyes. The team was so popular that President Ulysses S. Grant received them in the White House.

The Red Stockings, named for their scarlet hose, kindled the establishment of the National Association of Professional Baseball Players in 1871, but the first pro league was riddled with constant franchise and player shifting, plus the influence of gamblers and other unsavory characters in the ballparks. Tinged with dishonesty, the league lost its fans and folded.

The National League

William A. Hulbert, owner of the Chicago National Association club, and Boston pitcher A. G. Spalding then laid the groundwork for the National League, with authority concentrated among the team owners and a strong constitution to protect the game’s integrity.

A 70-game schedule was drawn up for the eight-club circuit, but the New York Mutuals and the Philadelphia Athletics were expelled before season’s end for failing to take their final western road trips. Admission to games was 50 cents, or 10 cents to those who arrived after the third inning.

Well into the 1880s batters ordered their own pitches and runners interfered with fielders trying to make plays. Pitchers were obliged to throw underhand until 1881 and faced numerous other restrictions that remained in force until 1884. Their distance from batters was much closer until 1893, when the current standard of 60 feet, 6 inches was introduced—quite by accident.

Pitching distance had been 45 feet until 1881, then 50, then “60 feet, 0 inches.” The surveyor misread the “0” as a “6” and the mistake was never corrected.

In the early days of the game, proximity to home plate allowed hurlers to work more and win more. Old Hoss Radbourn won 59 and lost 12 for Providence of the National League in 1884. In the modern era, it would take a star pitcher three seasons to win that many.

Early Problems in the Game

One of the National League’s biggest problems was constant player movement between seasons. In 1879, the first reserve rule was invoked. Clubs were allowed to place five men “on reserve” so that other teams would not sign those players for the following year. The list gradually grew from five to fifteen and, finally, to the entire roster.

The best test of the reserve clause was the creation of a second major league, the American Association, in 1882. At first it competed for National League players, as did the Union Association (which lasted only for the 1884 season), but the AA eventually came to terms with the older NL.

National League president Abraham Mills was hailed as “the Bismarck of baseball” when he signed the first National Agreement with the American Association in 1883. The pact set up an 11-player reserve list, guaranteed territorial rights, set minimum salaries at $1,000, and even created a postseason series between league champions—the first “World Series.”

Players deemed it an honor to be placed on reserve because those who weren’t were not considered valuable by their teams. But the reserve clause allowed owners to deal out arbitrary salary cuts because it forbade free movement of players between teams.

Labor vs. Management

Player/owner friction, which reached an explosive climax with the demolition of the reserve clause in 1975, is almost as old as the game itself. Noting that owners were using the reserve clause to keep salaries of stars at low levels in the 1880s, law school graduate John Montgomery Ward, top star of the New York Giants, started a union called the Brotherhood of Professional Base Ball Players.

Among other things, Ward wanted each team to lift its arbitrary salary ceiling. Following the 1888 season, the owners agreed, and a delighted Ward set sail with Albert Spalding on a round-the-world baseball tour. When he returned in March of 1889, he found the players about to strike because the owners had reneged on their promises. Ward urged them to play that year with an eye out for investors in a new league.

In 1890, many of the game’s stars drifted to the new Players League, which put teams in seven of eight National League cities. The exodus of players crippled the American Association and weakened the National, which coaxed many of its players to return the following year. Several Players League backers bought into the NL.

Because National League owners took an estimated $500,000 bath when the Players League drained it of top talent, economy became mandatory. Ed Delahanty’s salary was slashed from $2,100 to $1,800 and left-handed catcher John Clements went from $3,000 to $1,800.

In 1896, New York Giants pitcher Amos Rusie sat out the entire season because the team attempted to deduct a $200 fine from his contract. A series of lawsuits eventually persuaded the league to cough up the $3,000 he had demanded.


Abe Lincoln Played Baseball

Abraham Lincoln was playing in a closely contested baseball game in 1860 when a message arrived for him. He told the messenger not to interrupt him during the game. Afterward, he found out he had been nominated for president by the Republican Party.




Old Hoss Was Warhorse

Old Hoss Radbourn, who won 309 games in 11 seasons, was the winning pitcher in the most lopsided shutout of all time—a 28–0 win for Providence over Philadelphia on August 21, 1883.
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Strong-Armed Pitcher

One-armed Cleveland pitcher Hugh Daily no-hit Philadelphia, 1–0, in 1883.

Red Stockings Were Nonchalant

The Cincinnati Red Stockings took winning so matter-of-factly that when pitcher Asa Brainard spotted a rabbit on the field during a game, he threw the ball at it as two runners scored.
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Disgruntled players formed the rival Players’ League in 1890.

Teams were understood to have a per-player salary limit of $2,400 and a club ceiling of $30,000. They were not bound to pay injured or ill athletes, and the Baltimore Orioles were commended for a “humanitarian” gesture after they paid John McGraw $1,200 upon his return from a long bout with typhoid fever.

The collapse of the Players’ League and American Association left the National with an unwieldy 12-club structure dissimilar from that created by the second wave of expansion in 1969. The original 12-team format was not broken into divisions, thereby enabling a team to suffer the ignominy of a 12th-place finish. Four NL teams were dropped after the 1899 campaign, restoring the league to eight members.
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Tim Keefe and Mickey Welch both won more than 300 games and found their way to the Baseball Hall of Fame.
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Among the biggest stars during the Deadball Era were Napoleon Lajoie (left) and Shoeless Joe Jackson and Ty Cobb (together at right). Lajoie hit .426, a single-season record, in 1901, while Cobb compiled the best lifetime average (.367).


Cy’s Streak

Cy Young threw 23 straight hitless innings in 1904: two innings April 25, six innings April 30, a perfect game May 5, and six innings May 11.

Hitless Wonders

The Deadball Era was exactly that. The 1906 Chicago White Sox hit seven home runs in 154 games, earning their “Hitless Wonders” nickname, and none in the World Series against the crosstown Cubs. Neither team hit a home run in the six-game Series.

Sked Not Equal

In 1905, 1907, and 1908, pennant-winners might have been different if teams played the same number of games. The 1905 A’s and White Sox finished with 92 wins, but the Sox lost only 60, two less than the Athletics. Two years later, Detroit finished a game-and-a-half ahead of the A’s but played five more, winning four and losing one. Three AL teams finished the 1908 campaign within the margin of “schedule error,” as the White Sox played 152, the Tigers 153, and the Indians 154 times. Detroit finished a half-game ahead of Cleveland and one-and-a-half up on Chicago. That winter, the American League passed a rule mandating all contenders play all games needed to determine an undisputed champion.



The American League

What was to become the American League surfaced for the first time in 1900 as the American Association. When this new circuit began, it announced goals of fostering honest competition without the reserve rule and supporting itself by luring big crowds with low ticket prices.

Created from the remains of the Western League, which Ban Johnson served as president, the American League took its present name on November 14, 1900, with a lineup that included Baltimore, Buffalo, Chicago, Cleveland, Detroit, Milwaukee, Philadelphia, and Washington.

Eight AL teams played a 140-game schedule with 14-man rosters in 1901. The Chicago White Sox recorded the best attendance—354,350—as the circuit drew a combined total of 1,683,584. Both Chicago and Boston drew more fans than National League rivals in those cities.

League players came primarily from National League teams. The prize was Napoleon Lajoie, who jumped crosstown from the Phils to the A’s and hit .426, highest in league history. The star second baseman was later barred from playing in Philadelphia because of the intracity squabble over his services and was sold to Cleveland. When the Indians visited Philadelphia, Lajoie languished on the beach in nearby Atlantic City, New Jersey.

More than 110 of the American League’s 185 players had National League experience, including Baltimore player-manager John McGraw. Early in the year, McGraw discovered a talented black second baseman, Charlie Grant, and attempted to circumvent the unwritten “color line” by informing rivals that Grant was a full-blooded Cherokee named Tokomoma. The ruse failed.

In a rough-and-tumble season, the AL’s best-educated battery belonged to the Athletics: left-handed pitcher Eddie Plank, from Gettysburg College, and Dr. Mike Powers, a catcher from Notre Dame.

By January 1903, the AL achieved major status when a new National Agreement was drawn and ratified in Cincinnati. Two AL franchises had shifted—Baltimore to New York and Milwaukee to St. Louis—and Boston had replaced Buffalo. The National League of that year had Boston, Brooklyn, Chicago, Cincinnati, New York, Philadelphia, Pittsburgh, and St. Louis.

There were no further changes in the baseball map until 1953, when the Boston Braves shook the sports world by moving to Milwaukee. (The outlaw Federal League of 1914–15 failed in its brief challenge to the majors.)

With the 1903 agreement between leagues, the reserve rule was tightened. It read, “Contracts with players must be respected under the penalties specified. The right and title of a major league club to its players shall be absolute, and can only be terminated by release or failure to reserve under the rules of the agreement by the club to which a player has been under contract.”

Protection of the Minors

The agreement also guaranteed the independence of minor-league teams and prohibited a big-league club from “farming” a player to the minors. Branch Rickey, a colorful and innovative executive, later reversed that concept.

The major/minor relationship in 1903 stipulated that big-league teams could purchase players from the minors (called the National Association) between August 15 and October 15 for the following prices: $750 from Class A (the highest minor league), $500 from Class B, $300 from Class C, and $200 from Class D.

Though those prices seem low from the perspective of the early 2020s—where the minimum league salary was more than $550,000—money was low in volume but high in value in the early days of the game. A little went a long way.

Consider this: the first National League franchises, in 1876, sold for $100 each. Five years earlier, National Association franchises went for just $10. Umpires worked gratis until 1883, then were paid $5 per game by the home team. In 1888, visiting clubs received 15 cents from each paid admission to the ballpark. And clubs deducted $30 per season from player salaries for uniform costs and 50 cents per day for meal money.

When the champion Boston club of the National Association made a season’s profit of $2,261.07 in 1875, other team executives were startled. Baseball was not known as a profitable business.

Once the major leagues solidified, however, profits climbed as clubs in both circuits played constant schedules under practical rules that stabilized at the same time as the two leagues.

How the Schedule Changed

When the National League began operation in 1876, its eight members played schedules of 70 games each. As the league’s size and membership varied, so did the schedule, finally climbing to 112 games in 1884 and 126 two years later.

By 1901, when the American League shattered the National’s monopoly on big-league baseball, the two circuits were playing 140 games each. That increased to 154 games in 1904. Each club played its rivals 22 times—11 home and 11 away.

With expansion to 10-team leagues in 1961 and 1962 came extension of the schedule to 162 contests—9 home and 9 away for each team against each rival. The advent of divisional play in 1969 did not destroy the 162-game concept but did jettison the idea that each team should play a constant number of games against each rival.


Distaff Game

English baseball in the 19th century was played primarily by women.

Real Debut?

Even if Abner Doubleday did play baseball in Cooperstown in 1839, the first record of a game was made one year earlier. That contest was played in Canada: in Beachville, Ontario.

Flat Bats

From 1885 to 1893, National League hitters used flat bats. The idea—to boost sagging offense—worked, but so many bats splintered that the rule was abandoned.

Hot Stove Leagues

Early ballplayers kept in playing shape during the offseason by playing baseball in their hometowns—often keeping warm with hot stoves. The Hot Stove Leagues didn’t last, but their name morphed into a metaphor for fans keeping warm during the winter by talking baseball rather than playing it.

A Towering Achievement

On August 25, 1894, Chicago NL catcher William Schriver became the first player to catch a ball thrown from the top of the Washington Monument.

Hit, Hit, Hooray

Philadelphia pounded 36 hits, a major-league record, in a National League game against Louisville on August 17, 1894.

Roger That

In his first major-league game, on August 27, 1897, pitcher Roger Bresnahan blanked the St. Louis Browns for the Washington Senators. He later became a Hall of Fame catcher.

Eternal Twinbills

The Boston Braves, plagued by rainouts, started a string of nine straight doubleheaders—a major-league record—on September 4, 1927.
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With 12 teams in each league, intradivision clubs, such as the New York Mets and Philadelphia Phillies, played each other 18 times—9 home and 9 away—but faced interdivision clubs, such as the Los Angeles Dodgers, only 12 times—6 and 6.

All games counted in the standings, with a best-of-five championship series to determine the league’s pennant-winner. The playoffs were expanded to a best-of-seven format in 1985.

The first unbalanced 162-game schedule was created with AL expansion to 14 clubs in 1977. It lasted only two seasons.

In 1979, the league adopted a slate that called for each team in the two seven-team divisions to play each opponent 12 times—6 home and 6 away—for a total of 156 games. Clubs then played each intradivisional rival one additional game.

The NL adopted that format when it expanded to 14 teams in 1993.

Before the advent of divisional play in 1969, champions of the American and National Leagues were automatic World Series opponents. When divisional play made its debut, a best-of-five playoff called the Championship Series determined winners in each league. The LCS format changed to best-of-seven in 1985 after general managers insisted that was a better barometer of discovering the best teams.

The 1994 advent of a three-division format featuring a wild-card winner mandated an earlier round of playoffs, a best-of-five Division Series, to determine Championship Series opponents.

The introduction of interleague play in 1997 and further expansion in 1998 did not alter the 162-game schedule but did create an unbalanced schedule so that teams did not play the same number of games against each opponent—or even play the same opponents.

The addition of a second wild card in 2012 allowed 10 of the 30 teams into the postseason, mandated the need for a sudden-death wild-card game, and increased the odds that the best teams would not reach the World Series. A third-place finisher even had the potential to become a world champion (three teams from the NL Central reached the 2015 postseason, along with the divisional champions of the league’s other two divisions). In 2014, for the first time in baseball history, a world champion (the San Francisco Giants) survived four playoff rounds.

Schedules were shortened by war (1918) and labor disputes (1972, 1981, 1994-95). In addition, the 9/11 terrorist attacks delayed the 2001 campaign for a week.

By shifting the Houston Astros, a 1962 National League expansion team, from the NL Central to the AL West, the two leagues had 15 teams each for the first time.

Under the current format, teams play 19 games against each of the four opponents in its division, six or seven games against 10 intraleague rivals, and 20 interleague contests.


Home-Field Advantage

Home-field advantage in the World Series went to the league that won the All-Star Game from 2003–16. Starting in 2017, it went to the playoff survivor with the best record during the 162-game schedule.

Hurricane Havoc

Hurricanes wreaked havoc with the 2017 schedule. When Hurricane Harvey drenched Houston, the three-game Lone Star Series between the Astros and Rangers was moved to Tropicana Field in St. Petersburg, Florida. Although they were the home team, the Astros wore their road jerseys while the Rangers wore their home tops. Another storm, Hurricane Irma, forced the Rays to vacate Tropicana Field September 11–13 and play a three-game series against the Yankees in New York’s Citi Field, home of the Mets. Hurricane Irma also uprooted the Miami Marlins, who moved a three-game series against Milwaukee to Miller Park, home of the Brewers. The Marlins were the home team, though dressed in road uniforms, and the Brewers were the visitors, dressed in home suits.




Chapter 2

[image: Image]

Bill Menzel

The designated hitter rule, introduced in 1973, was made for David Ortiz. The left-handed Dominican slugger hit more than 500 home runs, primarily for the Boston Red Sox, before retiring after the 2016 season.

How Some Rules Apply
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Babe Ruth (above) and Hank Aaron (below) were the first men to top 700 home runs. Though the records list their career totals as 714 and 755, respectively, varying interpretations of the rules leave those figures open to debate.
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Rules and Records

Baseball rules are constantly changing and, because of that fact, old records that are broken must be viewed in light of rule changes that have been made.

In 1879 a pitcher had to throw nine balls to give up a walk, and in 1887 it took four strikes to get a man out. At one time, the catcher stood 20 or more feet behind the batter and the pitcher got credit for a strike even when his pitch bounced before passing through the strike zone. The batter (called striker) received credit for a hit when he walked and the runner got a stolen base each time he advanced on a teammate’s hit.

For a while, bases on balls counted as hits, inflating batting averages of early players.

Sudden-Death Home Runs

Rule changes had a great effect on home-run kings Babe Ruth and Hank Aaron. Did Ruth actually hit 714 lifetime home runs or 716? And did Aaron really have 714 to his credit when he broke Ruth’s record on April 8, 1974?

On September 8, 1918, Ruth was a hard-hitting pitcher for the Boston Red Sox. With a man on first in the bottom of the ninth inning of a tie game, he came to bat against Cleveland and hit the ball over the fence. Under present-day rules that would be a home run—but it wasn’t then.

A sudden-death rule was in effect in 1918. Once the winning run scored, the game was automatically over. So Ruth was given only a triple, since it took three bases to force home the decisive tally.

Little more than a year later, on September 20, an overflow crowd was standing behind a roped-off area in front of the bleachers at Boston’s Fenway Park. The Red Sox and White Sox agreed before the game that any ball hit into the crowd would be a triple. Ruth hit a ball over the crowd and into the bleachers, but it struck something hard and bounced back into the crowd. The umpire couldn’t tell whether the ball cleared the wall and incorrectly awarded three bases to Ruth—even though he had actually hit a home run.

Home Runs After 1954

By 1954, nearly 20 years after Ruth’s retirement, rules governing home runs had changed in certain respects, some beneficial to Ruth and others to Hank Aaron, who started his career that season.

Balls that cleared the fence fair but landed foul were considered nothing more than long strikes for Ruth but counted as home runs for Aaron. Conversely, balls that bounced over the wall on one hop were homers for Ruth but ground-rule doubles for Aaron.

The new home-run king, who ended his career in 1976 with a career count of 755 home runs, missed a definite homer on August 19, 1965, when his clout onto the roof of Sportsman’s Park, St. Louis, was ruled an out by umpire Chris Pelekoudas.

Aaron was particularly incensed because his victim was crafty left-hander Curt Simmons, a longtime nemesis. Pelekoudas made the call when Cardinals catcher Bob Uecker pointed out that Aaron’s back foot was out of the batter’s box when he took his stance.

A rule dictates that the batter must remain in the box until the pitcher delivers the ball—but Uecker wisely kept quiet about it until the appropriate moment. The umpire is not obligated to cite the batter for such an infraction unless the opposing team appeals.

There is no way to document how many home runs Ruth and Aaron hit without credit because of rained-out games (anything less than five innings, or four-and-a-half with the home team ahead). Baseball historians have settled on final figures of 755 for Aaron and 714 for Ruth.

These figures reflect only regular-season games, with All-Star and World Series totals excluded.

The Designated Hitter

The most radical baseball rule change of the twentieth century was the introduction of the designated hitter by the American League in 1973. Though it was first suggested by National League president John A. Heydler in 1928, and formally presented to baseball’s Rules Committee by Pacific Coast League President Dewey Soriano in 1961, the recommendation lay dormant until the International League adopted it as an experiment in 1969. AL owners finally adopted the DH as a three-year experiment late in 1972, after eight of the twelve league clubs lost money and nine failed to draw a million customers.


Dynamic DH

Tony Oliva of the Minnesota Twins was the first designated hitter (DH) to hit a home run. He did it on April 6, 1973.

Full-Time Job

The first DH to play in all 162 games was Rusty Staub of the 1978 Detroit Tigers.

Mvp Dh

Don Baylor of the California Angels used the DH position as a springboard to the American League MVP award in 1979. The first MVP to play more than 50 games as a designated hitter, he hit .296 with 36 homers and led the AL with 139 runs batted in and 120 runs scored. Baylor, age 30, played 65 games as the DH, 97 in the outfield, and one at first base. Four years later, he became a fulltime DH after signing with the Yankees as a free agent.

Vaughn Hated DH

Mo Vaughn despised the DH role. “I thought I was a better player when I was on the field,” he said. “It made things worse. It’s not good to just sit and think about hitting. Sometimes you have your mind made up what you’re going to do in that at-bat and it’s not a good thing. I couldn’t sit still that long.”

Big Bat

Edgar Martinez, one of two designated hitters (along with Harold Baines) elected to the Hall of Fame in 2019, had the best batting statistics of any player since the expansion era began in 1961. He hit .312, compiled a .418 on-base average, and posted a .515 slugging percentage.
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Ron Blomberg, here with author Dan Schlossberg, became the first designated hitter by accident. Listed as the No. 6 hitter for the Yankees for their April 6, 1973 opener at Fenway Park, Blomberg came to bat during a first-inning rally. The bat he used to make history later became the only one displayed by the Baseball Hall of Fame as the result of a walk.


Accurate Anson

Researchers for David Neft’s Baseball Encyclopedia discovered that Cap Anson collected 423 of his hits before 1876, the National League’s first season, and 60 in 1887, when walks counted as hits. Deducting those 483 hits left Anson with 2,995—and knocked him out of the 3,000 Hit Club. Years later, however, official rules committees restored him to the elite group.

Early Rules

Before the advent of baseball’s Modern Era in 1901, batting rules were decidedly different. Walks counted as hits in 1887, batters could request high or low pitches, bats sometimes had flat sides, and batters who were hit by pitches were not told to take their bases.

Ruth’s Records

Babe Ruth may not have hit exactly 714 home runs. Before 1930, balls that bounced over the fence were considered home runs. Other old rules stipulated that home runs had to land in fair territory and balls that hit the foul pole were doubles rather than homers. In addition, batters did not receive credit for game-winning homers with men on base until 1920. If a runner was on first, the batter got credit for a triple, since the game technically ended when the winning run scored. On July 8, 1918, Ruth homered for the Red Sox in the home 10 inning against Cleveland’s pitcher Stan Coveleski. At the time, it was ruled a triple and the final score was 1-0.

Mighty Manager

Helping his own cause, Cleveland player-manager Frank Robinson, in the lineup as a designated hitter, ripped two three-run homers to top the Texas Rangers, 7–5, on June 6, 1975.




Slugging Pitchers

Pitchers with 35 or more lifetime homers are Wes Ferrell (Indians, Red Sox), 38; Bob Lemon (Indians), 37; Red Ruffing (Yankees), 36; and Warren Spahn (Braves), 35.

Youngest Perfect Game Pitcher

Jim “Catfish” Hunter had just turned 22 when he pitched a perfect game against the Minnesota Twins for the Oakland A’s in 1968. Hunter was the youngest man ever to pitch a perfect game.

The First DH

Ron Blomberg of the Yankees was the first designated hitter.

DH Didn’t Hinder Holtzman

Though he did not bat during the season because of the American League’s designated hitter rule, Oakland A’s pitcher Ken Holtzman hit well during World Series play in 1973 and 1974. His pair of doubles in 1973 led to rallies that helped Oakland beat the Mets, while his double and home run contributed to another world title the following fall.

Power Pitchers

Between the 1973 advent of the designated hitter rule and the 1997 introduction of interleague play, no American League pitcher hit a home run. Roric Harrison (Orioles) hit the last pre-DH homer in 1972, while Bobby Witt (Rangers) hit the first homer by an AL pitcher against National League pitching in 1997.

Sluggers “Escaped” DH

Four sluggers who reached the Hall of Fame might not have attained stardom had the designated hitter rule applied when they played. The four—Babe Ruth, George Sisler, Ted Williams, and Stan Musial—all began their careers as pitchers.



The rule allows a specified player to take the batting turn of the weakest hitter in the lineup (usually the pitcher) without entering the contest. The player who yields his batting spot to the DH does not have to leave the game—though a man who yields to a traditional pinch-hitter must.

What the Critics Say

Critics contend that the rule denies good-hitting pitchers the built-in edge they normally have over weak-hitting rival pitchers. They say it interferes with managerial strategy, such as whether to use a late-inning pinch-hitter for the pitcher, whom to choose, and what relief pitcher should be called into action.

Another anti-DH argument is that the rule extends the careers of “over-the-hill” stars and allows “incomplete” players (hitters who can’t run or throw) to remain in the majors.

Supporters suggest the DH improves the offense and makes the game more exciting. When the International League tried the rule in 1969, the overall batting average of its top team climbed 17 points. Designated hitters batted .261 with 108 homers and 472 runs batted in. A year earlier, pitchers hit only .160 with 24 home runs and 204 runs batted in.

In 1975, both major leagues proved almost equal in overall batting average (.257 for the NL and .258 for the AL) though playing under different rules. Because of the DH, American League clubs outscored NL counterparts, averaging 4.30 runs per game against 4.13. AL hitters averaged .76 home runs per game, as opposed to .63 in the NL. The designated hitters produced 222 home runs and 962 runs batted in on a .254 batting average, while NL pitchers hit just .150 with 10 home runs and 283 RBIs.

In the first three years of the DH rule, the overall American League batting average was .258. In 1972, the last year pitchers hit in that league, it was .239.

Views of the League Presidents

Naturally, the two major-league presidents had opposite viewpoints as to the value of the DH rule in 1973. National League chief executive Chub Feeney said, “Baseball is a game of teams which emphasizes individuals in competition. Use of the DH takes something away from the game. Baseball has always been the hardest game to play because any player must be a whole athlete—able to do everything.”

Lee MacPhail of the American League said the rule restored balance to a game that had begun to overemphasize pitching and defense. He also noted that league attendance had jumped since its inception. “While it would be preferable if both leagues followed identical playing rules,” he explained, “the situation in the National League with respect to offensive/defensive balance is dissimilar to ours because most of their parks have artificial turf—an innovation which has changed the game as much as the designated hitter rule.”


Early Fouls

During the 19th century, a foul tip caught by the catcher was an automatic out—on any count.

Rain Checks

Fans in Detroit received the first rain checks in baseball history—in 1888. Ticket holders for a rained-out game were admitted free to the next contest.

No Walkoffs

Before 1920, walkoff home runs were a rarity. Since the game ended the minute the go-ahead run scored, a home run with the bases loaded in a tie game would count as a single. Only if the batter himself represented the winning run would a ball over the fence be considered a home run.

What DH?

Pitcher Red Ruffing hit two home runs as the Yankees beat the Browns, 7–6, in 10 innings on September 18, 1930. Twelve years later, Boston Braves pitcher Jim Tobin hit three home runs in one game.

Wildest Wild Pitch

The wildest wild pitch in baseball history didn't advance a runner. It was merely called a ball—not an unusual development when Phil Marchildon was on the mound for the Philadelphia Athletics. On August 1, 1948, he beat the Detroit Tigers, 4–2, but walked seven, hit a batter, and threw a pitch that traveled 10 rows up on the third base side before it made contact with the head of a fan. That spectator, Sam Wexler of Toledo, was leaning over to light a cigar when the ball hit him. Taken to the first aid room, he returned puffing and smiling. Wexler told the Owosso Argus-Press, "I didn't know what hit me. It's a little sore up there. That must have been the wildest wild pitch in history."

Long Wait

Phillies pitcher Jim Hearn lost a game two months after he retired. The starting pitcher against Pittsburgh on May 10, 1959, he left the game as pitcher of record on the losing side. The game was suspended, forcing it to be completed in July. When it was, Hearn was charged with the loss.



The DH in the World Series

Though the designated hitter rule was adopted in time for the 1973 season, agreement to use it in World Series games (or even meaningless spring-training games) was not reached for several years. The AL wanted it, the NL did not, and commissioner Bowie Kuhn had to settle the stalemate. He ruled that the DH can be used in years that the World Series begins in the home park of the American League club. It was first used in 1976 but backfired on the AL Yankees when Dan Driessen, the first National League DH, helped the Cincinnati Reds to a four-game sweep.

Reaction to the DH

When the designated hitter rule was first enacted, several pitchers objected. Terry Forster, then with the Chicago White Sox, had the strongest argument after he hit .526 (10-for-19) in 1972, and knocked in the winning run as a pinch-hitter for third baseman Hank Allen in a late-season game.

Forster’s .397 lifetime batting average is the best of any player to appear in at least 500 games.

In 1973 Oakland A’s manager Dick Williams prepared for the World Series by using four pitchers as pinch-hitters in one game. Catfish Hunter singled, Ken Holtzman walked, Darold Knowles hit a sacrifice fly, and Vida Blue struck out.

The following season, Texas Rangers pitcher Ferguson Jenkins, the only pitcher to appear in an AL lineup as a hitter that year, singled in the sixth to break up a no-hitter and scored the first run as he beat Minnesota, 2–1, to win his 25th game.

The DH prolonged the careers of Orlando Cepeda, Tommy Davis, Billy Williams, Rico Carty, Harmon Killebrew, and even Hank Aaron, who hit his last home run in that role in 1976.


First Series DH

Cincinnati’s Dan Driessen became the first DH in World Series history in 1976. He hit .350 as the Reds swept the Yankees.

First-Year Wonder

Eddie Murray of the 1977 Baltimore Orioles was the first DH voted AL Rookie of the Year. The 21-year-old switch-hitter had 27 home runs that season.




DH: MORE THAN HALF A PLAYER

By Dan Schlossberg

USA TODAY Sports Weekly

July 20, 2019

This year’s Hall of Fame Induction should be more than sufficient to stifle the contention of critics that claim that the designated hitter is only half a player.

For the first time, two men who depended on the DH for their niche in baseball history will be enshrined at the same time.

Edgar Martinez, a two-time batting champion who spent his entire career with the Seattle Mariners, will join Harold Baines, elected by the Veterans Committee, in the six-man Class of 2019, along with pitchers Mike Mussina, Roy Halladay, Mariano Rivera, and Lee Smith.

Martinez and Baines follow in the footsteps of Frank Thomas, the first Hall of Famer who played the majority of his games as a DH, and Paul Molitor, who used the DH role to tie a Pete Rose record of starting All-Star games at five different positions.

Also in Cooperstown is Ron Blomberg’s bat. It was used on April 6, 1973, when the hobbled first baseman became the first DH by a quirk of fate. Batting sixth for the visiting Yankees in an Opening Day afternoon game at Fenway Park, Blomberg drew a walk with the bases loaded— making his bat the only one exhibited in the Hall of Fame without producing a hit.

Since that time, a long line of future Hall of Famers used the DH to extend their careers. Among them were Hank Aaron, George Brett, Orlando Cepeda, Harmon Killebrew, Reggie Jackson, Eddie Murray, Jim Rice, Billy Williams, and Dave Winfield, in addition to Baines, Molitor, and Thomas.

“I became a full-time DH because I wanted to,” Thomas told USA TODAY Sports in an exclusive interview. “The White Sox didn’t have another position for Paul Konerko and I wanted him to get on the field. I had a long contract at the time and it didn’t matter to me. So I bit the bullet and became an everyday DH. For me, it was about winning and getting another bat into the lineup that could help.”

A two-time American League MVP who hit 521 home runs in 19 seasons, Thomas appeared as a DH in 1,310 games and as a first baseman in 1971. “I played 12 years before I decided to DH full-time,” he said. “When you walk as much as I did, you run the bases a lot and it takes a toll. I feel it now in my knees and ankles. But I’m proud I played as long as I did.”

Mo Vaughn, who also won an MVP trophy, hated the job. “To be honest, it’s the toughest role on the field—especially when you’re hitting in the middle of the lineup,” Vaughn said. “I just thought I was a better player when I was on the field. I’m happy to see Harold Baines and Edgar Martinez elected but it takes a special kind of person, someone so in tune with his hitting he can sit down after making an out and come back and get it going again. I hated the DH. I couldn’t sit still that long.”

Baines has a different perspective. “The first thing you’ve got to realize is what you can do to help your team,” he told writers at the Baseball Winter Meetings in Las Vegas after his election last December. “Physically, I knew I couldn’t play defense on a regular basis in the outfield anymore so I concentrated on my hitting skills
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CLEVELAND PLAIN DEALER

THE SEASON
IS OPEN

Cleveland and Chicago

Had the Day to
Themselves

HOFFER’S WILDNESS
LOST THE GAME

Philadelphia-Washington, rain
Baltimore-Boston, rain
Detroit-Milwaukee, rain

Chicago 8-Cleveland 2
Special to the Plain Dealer

CHICAGO, April 24—McAleer’s men had
two disastrous innings today, the first and
second, then steadied down and played hard
ball, but Comiskey’s aggregation had turned
into the home stretch and the game was won
and lost. Hoffer could not control the ball in
these two innings, apparently unable to get it
far below the shoulder. He steadied wonderfully
in the third and pitched good ball the remainder
of the game. TE e season opening was a great
success.

Resplendent in their new white suits and
marching with proud steps to strains of music
by the Rough Riders’ Band, the champion

hite Stockmgs were led by Clark Griffith
from their club house to the field, encircled it
twice and assembled about the flagpole on the
extreme northeast corner of the park, where
the championship pennant, won by hard and
consistent playing last year, was flung to the
breeze.

When the ceremonies at the flagpole were
concluded and the White Stockings had pulled
the bit of white buntmg to the top, the two
teams—Comiskey’s champions and McAleer’s
Clevelanders—marched abreast to the diamond.
Robert E. Burke arose and delivered a short
speech to the ball tossers, complimenting the
local aggregation on their prowess of last year
and wishing them the same good fortune for the
season on 1901. He then tossed a new ball into
the diamond. Umpire Connolly handed it to
pitcher Patterson, who did the club honors for
the White Sox, and at 8:85 o’clock the first
game of the season was on.
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