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        Why self-harm with blades

        when you can self-harm with your

        own cursed feelings

      

      

    

  


  
    
      Forests on your arm

      The meaning of my last name

      Coincidences
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        For You

        the one I can’t have and hold
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        I never liked the cockiness of your gait as you strolled into my heart

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
            2

          

          
            
              [image: ]
            

          

          
            DISAPPEARING ACT

          

        

      

    

    
      
        
        I'm impressed

        at how skilled you are at making things

        disappear like my resolve

        everyone else

        everything beyond us

        melts away and I can only focus

        on the sound of your voice

        clear and warm

        like the rain
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        tell me everything

        the faint dent above your lip

        the white crescent moon on your right thigh

        the silvery lines across your back

        how can we redefine them

        trade painful memories for fresh pleasure

        if I kissed all of them

        could I heal you
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            MY FATHER’S REACTION

          

        

      

    

    
      
        
        I wonder how my father would react to you

        delighted by you speaking Japanese

        dismayed by your tattoos

        would he approve

        would he love you

        as much as I love you

        he would be able to tell that I loved you more
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        My 10th grade economics teacher taught us

        how to bury a stripper

        6 feet under, head down

        was the ideal way before DNA testing

        but if I were to bury my feelings for you

        the same way

        they would be found quickly

        because your toes would poke an inch out of the ground

        because you’re actually 6"1
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        which one of your flaws will free me

        do you snore? untested

        what do you do in your free time? unpredictable

        do you like poetry? unsure

        would you like my poetry? unlikely

        there is so much good to you

        too much

        that much is at least

        uncontested
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            YOU’RE A GIRAFFE IN HUMAN CLOTHING

          

        

      

    

    
      
        
        were you always so tall

        I'm surprised my arms were able to reach

        around your neck

        so many moons back

        no wonder you always felt so far away
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        Boundaries

        unlike limits

        aren't meant to be tested

        like a colonnade

        rooted firmly in the earth

        if cut down by human hands

        it would disrupt the ecosystem

        break down the homes of animals

        to selfishly build our own

        as if our human greed was more important

        than the purity of nature

        so I sigh

        and place my forehead on the pine tree

        axe in hand

        tears streaming down my face
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        it doesn’t help that I know your schedule

        what time you wake up

        what time you eat breakfast

        what time you go to the gym

        what you used to do on Wednesday nights

        because then I start to wonder

        did you sleep well

        what did you have for breakfast

        how was the gym

        did you miss me
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        realistically speaking

        how would I have known you in two weeks?

        how could I have truly known you in two weeks?

        how you resolve issues

        how you make love

        how you hurt me

        how I hurt you

        part of me never wants to know

        part of me will always want to know

        and experience absolutely everything about you

        but realistically speaking

        I will never get the chance to
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        do you fish

        I wonder what bait works on you

        Flirty banter

        hushed conversations

        fast typing speeds

        genuine flattery

        did you ever set a lure

        to find out what tempts me

        I tried not to but

        I'm not good at fishing
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        Stop capturing my attention

        I already have so little of it
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        My favorite notification was always you

        because it meant you were thinking of me

        To see the placement of your face at the top

        puts me at such ease

        I wonder if your favorite was me

        or someone else

        if it wasn’t me

        I wouldn't want to know

        I avoided that question

        like I avoided your pings

        hoping that my feelings

        would ease

        now I’ll never know

        as you dipped lower and lower

        beneath the screen
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