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Sophie Mouse skipped down the path to school.

It was a perfect morning. The sun felt warm on Sophie’s whiskers. Fresh, green leaf buds were bursting out on all the woody stems. The sweet scent of honeysuckle mixed with pine.

Sophie closed her eyes. She took a deep breath in.

Just then, her little brother, Winston, sped past her.

“Race you to school!” he shouted. He left a cloud of dust and dirt behind him.

“Hey, wait!” Sophie called after him.

[image: Sophie Mouse wearing a backpack and striped leggings, looking up and to the right, surrounded by various stylized flowers and foliage.]
[image: Sophie Mouse wearing a backpack, running with determination along a winding path towards a quaint house with a bell tower.]
She broke into a run. Her satchel bounced against her hip.

Winston was way ahead. By the time Sophie made it into the schoolyard, he was already at the steps of the schoolhouse.

“Beat ya!” Winston shouted in victory.

“You got a head start,” Sophie pointed out. She started up the steps into Silverlake Elementary.

Winston kicked at a pebble before following her.

“I wish we didn’t have school,” he complained. “The weather is great. We should be playing kickball, not sitting inside all day.”

Sophie shrugged. She always looked forward to school. That’s where she saw her best friends, Hattie Frog and Owen Snake. And their teacher, Mrs. Wise, always had a fun lesson planned.

Inside the classroom, Sophie went to her desk and put her satchel down. A soft breeze blew in through the open window.

Winston wasn’t wrong. There was nothing better than exploring the forest on a day like today.

[image: Sophie Mouse, dressed in a simple tunic, standing by a window and gazing out at a lush garden scene.]
Maybe Mrs. Wise will give us extra recess, Sophie thought.

Little did she know, her teacher had an even bigger surprise.

“Good morning, class!” Mrs. Wise called from her desk. But instead of asking them to take their seats, like always, she pointed to the door.

[image: An illustration depicts five anthropomorphic animal students including Sophie and Mrs. Wise in a classroom.]
“Please line up in a single file,” Mrs. Wise said.

Sophie joined the line and bounced from foot to foot. She could tell something exciting was about to happen!

Mrs. Wise led the way outside and onto the playground. The class made a circle around her.

“I have a special announcement,” Mrs. Wise said. “In just a few days, we will be having a Forest Field Day!”

Sophie and her classmates gasped in delight.

“Field day?!” cried James, Ben Rabbit’s little brother. “A whole day to play outside?”

[image: Six cartoon animal characters, including an owl, a Sophie mouse, a rabbit, a snake, a frog, and squirrel, all happily dancing with their arms raised.]
“Yes,” Mrs. Wise said. “There will be plenty of games and races.”

“Races!” Winston shrieked. “I can’t wait!”

That’s when Sophie realized this would be Winston’s very first Forest Field Day.

[image: Sophie mouse, rendered in a soft, gestural style, with its arms raised in a joyful gesture, smiling brightly.]
She knew he was going to love it. Maybe even as much as Sophie did!



[image: An illustration depicts Mrs. Wise leading a diverse group of animal students, including a squirrel, Sophie, frog, Hattie, and James.]
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Mrs. Wise explained they would spend the next few days getting ready for Forest Field Day.

First Sophie and her classmates would sign up for the events they wanted to participate in.

Mrs. Wise put up sign-up sheets on the playground corkboard. Everyone gathered around.

The first sign-up sheet was for solo games. Sophie put her name down for her favorites, like the obstacle course race and cornhole.

The next sheet was for team games. Sophie wrote her name under tug-of-war.

Then she looked at the next sheet and gulped.

“Partner games?” she read aloud.

Sophie looked to her left. Her best friend Hattie was hopping over.

Sophie looked to her right. Her other best friend Owen was sliding up to her.

Having two best friends was almost always better than having one. Except when you had to split into pairs.

[image: Sophie, Owen and Hattie wearing a baseball cap, gathered around a bulletin board in an outdoor setting.]
[image: Sophie, Owen and Hattie standing in front of a bulletin board with two written papers.]
“You and Owen can be partners,” Hattie said to Sophie.

“No, no,” Owen replied. “You and Sophie should be partners.”

Sophie threw up her hands and said, “Wait! Can’t we all be partners? We could just switch off who pairs up for each game.”

Hattie and Owen smiled. It was a great idea!

So the three friends took turns signing up for partner games. Everyone got to choose their favorites.

But when it came to the three-legged race, all three friends wanted to sign up.

“It’s okay,” Owen said. “I can sit that one out.”

“Are you sure?” Sophie said. She felt a little bad.

[image: Owen wearing a baseball cap backward, smiling contentedly with its body coiled on the ground.]
Owen nodded and replied, “I’ll be your loudest cheerleader!”

The fourth and last sign-up sheet was for field day snacks.

Sophie lit up with an idea. She went over to Winston, who was signing up for a game with James.

“Let’s sign up to bring baked goods,” Sophie said. “Mom can help us!”

Lily Mouse, Sophie and Winston’s mom, ran a bakery in Pine Needle Grove.

“Good idea!” said Winston. “I’ll help.”

Sophie wrote down both their names on the sign-up sheet. Next to that, she just wrote baked goods.

They could figure out later what exactly to bake. Cupcakes? Cookies? Donuts? They had to be treats that were easy to eat outside.

She hoped Winston would have lots of ideas too!

[image: Sophie mouse holding a pencil and contemplating various sweet treats, including cookies, donuts, and cupcakes, shown in thought bubbles.]


[image: Sophie mouse, wearing a dark shirt, smiling as it reads a list for a party or game day, surrounded by stylized flowers and foliage.]
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Next, it was time to gather items for Forest Field Day.

The class split into groups. Mrs. Wise handed each group a list of items to find.

Sophie, Hattie, and Owen read through their list.

“It’s like a scavenger hunt,” Hattie said.

The three friends left the school and headed into Pine Needle Grove. Surely one of the shopkeepers in town would have some burlap sacks.

[image: Sophie, Owen and Hattie—walking together in front of houses and a garden with bell-shaped flowers.]
First they went inside Handy’s Hardware store.

Owen spotted a few sacks behind the counter.

[image: Owen and Hattie, both holding tied bags, engaged in a conversation.]
Mr. Handy was happy to give them away. But there were only four sacks. The list said to gather six. Which meant Sophie and her friends still needed two more.

Next, they stopped in at Lily Mouse’s Bakery. Sophie told her mom about Forest Field Day and showed her the list.

[image: Sophie and Hattie, entering a cozy bakery where Sophioe mother baker stands behind a counter filled with treats.]
“Lucky for you, I just used up two sacks of flour,” her mom said. She handed the empty sacks to Sophie. Now they had six sacks!

[image: Sophie mouse in a simple dress, holding two small, lumpy bags.]
Sophie also told her mom about signing up to bring baked goods.

“I’ll come by with Winston after school so we can start,” Sophie said.

Then Sophie pointed to the next item on the list: three extra-large acorns. She knew exactly where to find those.

Sophie led her friends all the way to her house. That’s because the Mouse family’s house was nestled in the roots of a big oak tree. And oak trees drop acorns!

Sure enough, there were a lot of acorns on the ground.

[image: Sophie, Owen and Hattie with backpacks walking towards a cozy, tree-trunk house, surrounded by scattered acorns and wildflowers.]
Sophie, Hattie, and Owen walked in a circle around the tree. Together they looked for the three largest and roundest acorns. Then they stuffed them into the burlap sacks.

Now there was only one thing left on their list to find.

“One long vine,” read Hattie. “Maybe we’ll find it on the way back to school.”

So they began walking back to school, keeping their eyes peeled for any vines.

[image: Owen wearing a baseball cap and Hattie in a dress, both appearing slightly bewildered as they interact with swirling vines and misty clouds.]
But all the vines they found were too short. Or too thin. None were strong enough to last through a tug-of-war game.

The three friends were circling Forget-Me-Not Lake when Sophie stopped and pointed ahead.

[image: Sophie mouse looking upward and pointing with its left hand, wearing a simple dress tied at the waist.]
“Look!” she cried.

The tree up ahead had a thick green vine wrapped around its trunk. It was just what they were looking for!

Except the vine was way above their heads. Sophie jumped as high as she could, but she wasn’t even close to touching it.

“Oh, no!” Hattie moaned. “How will we get it down?”

But Owen had an idea.

[image: Sophie and Owen climbing a beanstalk towards a stormy cloud, with Hattie eagerly looking up and the mouse cautiously ascending.]
“Sophie, climb onto Hattie’s shoulders,” he said.

Then Owen slid all the way up onto Sophie’s shoulders. Stretching as far as he could, Owen was just long enough to grab the vine in his mouth.

Hattie took slow, careful steps away from the tree. Owen yanked at the vine, harder and harder, until… SNAP!

The vine came loose and fell gently to the ground.

Owen and Sophie hopped down. They picked up the vine and all high-fived.

“We make a great team!” Sophie cheered.



[image: Sophie, Owen and Hattie, viewed from behind, walking towards a schoolhouse where two other animal students are sitting on the porch.]
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When Sophie and her friends got back to school, Winston and James had already returned.

Winston held up two corncobs. James had a basket of beans.

“We found our items first!” Winston said to Sophie.

But Sophie shrugged and replied, “It wasn’t a race.”

As they waited for the others to return, Sophie painted a Forest Field Day flag. Owen polished the acorns, and Hattie shook out the remaining flour from the sacks.

[image: Sophie, Owen, Winston, James and Hattie engaged in creative and playful activities outdoors, with a house and trees in the background.]
Meanwhile, Winston and James practiced for the three-legged race. James tied his right leg to Winston’s left leg with a wide blade of grass.

“Step with your outside leg. Now inside leg,” James said.

Step by step, Winston and James got the hang of walking together. They picked up their pace.

“Hey!” Winston exclaimed. “We’re good at this!”

[image: Winston and James, both wearing simple shirts and pants, skipping together through a field with stylized flowers.]
[image: Mrs. Wise teacher welcoming a line of animal students, including Sophie, Owen, Winston, James and Hattie.]
Before long, the whole class returned with their gathered items. Mrs. Wise checked her pocket watch.

“Well done, class,” the teacher said. “We still have some time left in the day. What do you say to practicing some games?”

Everyone cheered.

Mrs. Wise set up the cornhole boards. Each player took turns trying to toss a corncob into the round hole.

[image: A pencil sketch depicts five ears of corn, partially husked and lying side-by-side on the ground.]
Sophie was good at this game. She stood away from the board. Then she swung underhand and let go.

[image: Sophie mouse playing corn hole outdoors, tossing a corn cob toward a wooden board with a hole, in a playful, storybook style.]
The cob went in on her first try!

Then they practiced a round of acorn bowling. Whoever rolled their acorn the farthest would be the winner.

Mrs. Wise marked off a bowling lane in the playground dirt.

“Bowlers, no paws over this line,” she said.

[image: Sophie, Owen, Winston, James and Hattie gathered under a tree, listening to a larger bird with its back turned, gesturing with its wing.]
Malcolm Mole went first. His acorn rolled halfway down the lane.

[image: Sophie mouse with large ears and a spotted cheek, gleefully running with its arms raised towards a small ball on a grassy patch.]
Winston went next. His rolled farther than Malcolm’s.

“Yesssss!” Winston shouted.

Then Owen took a turn.

“Go, Owen!” Sophie and Hattie shouted.

Owen cradled his acorn in the curl of his tail. He slithered up to the line in the dirt. Then he flicked his tail forward.

[image: Sophie, Owen, Winston, James and Hattie, observing a large acorn that has rolled into a deep hole in the ground.]
The acorn rolled and rolled. Past Malcolm’s, past Winston’s, and all the way down to the end of the lane!

“Woo-hoo!” Sophie cheered. She and Hattie jumped up and down.

While Sophie celebrate her friend’s win, Winston stared down at his second-place acorn with a big frown.

[image: Wilson looking at a lost acorn, while in the background, Sophie, Owen and Hattie happily play.]


[image: Wilson and James raising their arms in excitement as Mrs. Wilson observes them, all set in lively outdoor scene with a schoolhouse in the background.]
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Mrs. Wise announced that they had time for one more game before school let out.

Winston’s frown turned into a smile. He called out, “Let’s do the three-legged race!”

James joined in. Together, they chanted, “Three-legged race! Three-legged race!”

Instead, Mrs. Wise chose the leapfrog race. Sophie and Hattie had signed up as partners for this event.

“This event was made for me!” Hattie said.

[image: Hattie, adorned with tiny flowers behind its large eyes, sitting happily amidst stylized foliage and flowers.]
Sophie and Hattie took their places at the starting line. Winston and James stood to their right. Willy Toad and Ellie Squirrel lined up too.
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