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			Edmond Rostand

			French playwright, essayist and poet

			
					Born in Marseille in 1868

					Died in Paris in 1918

					Notable works:	Ode à la musique (1890), poem

	The Woman of Samaria (1897), play

	Cyrano de Bergerac (1897), play




			

			Born in 1868 into a well-to-do family of Marseille, Edmond Rostand stood out for his taste for literature from a young age: he was, among other things, an avid reader of Dumas’ works. Pursuing brilliant studies in Marseille, and then in Paris, the young Rostand tried his hand at theater and poetry from 1889. 1897 was the year of the young author’s triumph, with The Woman of Samaria, in which the actress Sarah Bernhardt played the lead, and with Cyrano de Bergerac, thanks to which Rostand was given the title of Chevalier de la Légion d’Honneur. His later literary production has certainly been obscured by this tremendous success. Rostand died in Paris in 1918, after being elected to the Académie Française in 1901.

		


		
			Cyrano de Bergerac

			The twists of a love triangle

			
					Genre: play (romantic tragedy)

					Reference edition: Rostand, E. (1996) Cyrano de Bergerac. Paris: Librio.

					First edition: 1897

					Themes: love, ugliness, poetry, duality, friendship, dedication

			

			Cyrano de Bergerac is a “heroic comedy” (a term coined by Rostand himself, which differs from the category of “comedy”) in five acts and in verse, performed for the first time on 28th December 1897 in Paris. The play is set in Paris in 1640, where the cadet (nobleman serving as soldier) of Gascony Cyrano de Bergerac secretly hopes to seduce his cousin Roxane, with whom he is desperately in love.

			Mainly discussing the theme of the love triangle through the opposition of beauty and words, Cyrano de Bergerac goes against the trend of symbolic and decadent aestheticism of the time. The tremendous success of the play lasted throughout the 20th century. This can probably be explained by its endearing characters and fierce rejoinders.

		


		
			Summary

			Act I

			The play begins in 1640 in Paris during a theater performance at the Hotel de Bourgogne. The crowd is huge and awaits the spectacle with impatience. A group of young men force their way into the room without paying. Pickpockets, noblemen, merchants, apprentices, and many others take their places, according to their stations. The young Baron Christian de Neuvillette, who must join the troop of the Cadets the next day, enters with his friend Lignière. He confesses his love for the young Roxane to his comrade, a beautiful lady who is the cousin of a certain Cyrano de Bergerac, whom he does not know yet, and for whom everyone seems to be waiting with some impatience. However, the Count De Guiche intends to marry her off to the Viscount Valvert.

			Christian leaves the room to come to the aid of Lignière, who has left, and who he just heard is going to be the victim of an ambush. Consequently, he misses the spectacular entrance of Cyrano, who quarrels with the lead actor as soon as the curtain is raised. He then begins a true verbal sparring that shows his fiery and sensitive temperament. The Viscount Valvert intervenes and is ridiculed by Cyrano. Cyrano later admits his feelings for Roxane to his friend Le Bret, as well as the impossibility of him confessing his love to her because of his ugliness. Cyrano receives a message from his cousin, asking to see him because she has something important to tell him. He is beside himself with joy and goes into the city to fight Lignière’s attackers. After this, a rumor circulates that he defeated a hundred men on his own.

			Act II

			Cyrano, very nervous, goes to the place where he is supposed to meet Roxane, namely at Ragueneau’s bake shop. He starts writing a love letter to Roxane, in case words would fail him. Yet when Roxane arrives, she confesses her love for Christian to Cyrano, and asks him to keep an eye on him in the troop of the Cadets of Gascony. Cyrano is crumbling inside but does not show it.

			When he arrives in their midst, the troop of the Cadets of Gascony make it clear that they consider Cyrano as the hero of the day because of his feats of the day before. Knowing that the word “nose”, and all expressions related to it are forbidden in Cyrano’s presence (because he has a huge nose), Christian tries to provoke him by making many allusions to this appendix. The Gascon, having promised to protect Christian, cannot answer these provocations. On the contrary, he offers Christian to help him woo Roxane by being the author of his messages of love.

			Act III

			Roxane admires Christian’s eloquence, without knowing that all these letters have been written by Cyrano. Using the importance of military values as an excuse, she encourages the Count De Guiche to delay his departure to the frontline no longer. Roxane wishes to test Christian’s poetic inspiration and explains her plan to Cyrano. She ends up at her balcony, listening to words of love from Christian that are actually borrowed from Cyrano. Roxane, fooled, believes she is in love with Christian and it is he who finally receives the much-desired kiss. Roxane decides to hurry her marriage to Christian. In order to keep De Guiche waiting, who has arrived to visit Roxane, Cyrano delays him by pretending that he has just fallen from the moon (when in truth he has just leaped from the balcony) and makes up the story of his adventures. Understanding the trickery, De Guiche immediately sends Christian’s troop to the frontline.

			Act IV

			Cyrano, Christian and their companions are suffering from hunger at the siege of Arras. Cyrano manages to contain himself, every day, and the letters he writes to Roxane in the name of Christian. The Cadets are sure that they are going to die and Cyrano writes a goodbye letter to Roxane in Christian’s name. But to everybody’s surprise, she arrives at the front with many victuals that were cleverly hidden from the enemies. Touched by the beauty of Christian’s love letters, she has decided to cross the enemy lines and join him. Cyrano is forced to confess to Christian that the letters he was sending to the young woman were more numerous than he knew.

			Roxane states her feelings for Christian strongly, claiming that she knows she loves him for his words, and not only for his beauty. Christian understands that, in truth, it is Cyrano she loves, even though she doesn’t know it. However, Cyrano is prevented from confessing his love to her by an enemy attack, during which Christian is killed.

			Act V

			The last act takes place fifteen years later at the Convent of the Sisters of the Holy Cross in Paris, where Roxane has taken her abode since Christian’s death. Cyrano regularly visits her. His frankness has made him many enemies in the city and, walking under a window, he was hit by a huge log on his head, which had been dropped on purpose. Despite suffering from brain concussion, he nonetheless goes to make his weekly visit to Roxane.

			The Count De Guiche, now Duke De Grammont, tries to make amends with Roxane, as he is the one who sent Christian and Cyrano to the front. When Cyrano arrives, nobody notices his state, as he hid his injury by wearing a hat. He asks Roxane to be allowed to read Christian’s goodbye letter to her, which he had actually written when on the front line. As he reads it aloud, Roxane finally recognizes the voice and style of Cyrano. She understands that it was he who had sent all these love letters and put these words into Christian’s mouth, but it is too late: Cyrano takes his final breath.

		


		
			Character study

			Cyrano de Bergerac

			A Gascon and proud of it, Cyrano never misses an opportunity to remind people of his origins. This character is above all a poet who loves to play with words. He is also a free spirit with an opinion on everything, which he never hesitates to express, and which causes him problems at the beginning of the play and will eventually cause his death. A laughing and lively character, Cyrano mocks the bourgeois and any form of social convention. Provocative, he likes to draw attention to himself by flaunting his talents in dueling. Cyrano considers his overly protruding nose as a real physical handicap, to the point of being extremely touchy on the subject. Therefore, all expressions appertaining to the nose are forbidden in his presence. 

			Cyrano is desperately in love with his cousin Roxane. He confesses his true feelings only when death is near. Although Christian is a rival, Cyrano does not wish him harm. On the contrary, to be in charge of his correspondence and words of love is for him an opportunity to indirectly confess his love to his lady. Cyrano is faithful to the end, both in love and friendship.

			Christian de Neuvillette

			A handsome and charismatic young cadet, Christian is, from his first appearance on stage, associated with his love for Roxane. Although his beauty is obvious, Christian possesses no poetic talent and is forced to resort to deception, with Cyrano’s help, to truly woo Roxane. Honest and gallant, the young Baron slowly realizes that Cyrano’s

			
			Madeleine Robin, known as Roxane

			
			
			Count De Guiche
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