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    ROBERT GALBRAITH


    PSEUDONYM OF ENGLISH AUTHOR J.K. ROWLING


    
      	Born in Gloucestershire in 1965.


      	
        Notable works:

        
          	The Silkworm (2014), crime novel


          	Career of Evil (2015), crime novel


          	Lethal White (2018), crime novel

        

      

    


    Robert Galbraith is the pseudonym of J.K. Rowling, who is most famous for her Harry Potter fantasy book series. She was born in Gloucestershire in 1965 and wrote stories as a child before studying French and Classics at Exeter University. Her earlier career took her to Portugal teaching English as a foreign language. After returning to the UK and struggling to make ends meet for herself and her daughter, she began writing what would become the Harry Potter series in cafés. By the turn of the century she was a hugely successful children’s author.


    Rowling decided to publish The Cuckoo’s Calling and the subsequent three books in the Strike series under a pseudonym so that the publication of her crime novels would be without the baggage of her fame. While sales of The Cuckoo’s Calling predictably skyrocketed when her name was attached to it, it had actually performed well both in sales and in reviews under the name Robert Galbraith. Before Rowling’s authorship was revealed, Robert Galbraith was described as an ex-Royal Military Police investigator, much like Cormoran Strike, the protagonist of the novels. Rowling has continued to publish subsequent novels in the Strike series under the pseudonym Robert Galbraith, although the inside jackets of the books do acknowledge Rowling’s authorship.

  


  
    THE CUCKOO’S CALLING


    A CRIME NOVEL


    
      	Genre: crime novel


      	Reference edition: Galbraith, R. (2013) The Cuckoo’s Calling. London: Little, Brown.


      	1st edition: 2013


      	Themes: murder, wealth, fame, class, family breakdown

    


    The Cuckoo’s Calling was released without fanfare to positive reviews for a debut author. The true author was revealed by The Times in July 2013 following an investigation into the novel and a leak from a law firm which had worked with Rowling. The law firm apologised for the leak and made a donation to the Soldiers’ Charity after Rowling brought legal action against them. The novel’s popularity soared when Rowling was revealed as the true author and it received more critical attention, resulting for the most part in positive reviews.


    The novel is an example of ‘whodunnit’ crime fiction, in which Cormoran Strike, an ex-army private detective, tries to figure out if Lula Landry committed suicide, as was concluded by the police, or if she was in fact murdered. He is aided in his investigation by the ambitious temp Robin Ellacott, who is thrilled to be working alongside a private investigator. The novel follows Strike and Robin as they interview numerous characters connected with the case and slowly inch closer to the truth.

  


  
    SUMMARY


    THE MYSTERIOUS DEATH OF LULA LANDRY


    The novel begins with the death of the famous model Lula Landry, who is found on the snow-covered ground outside her London apartment. No one knows for sure if she jumped, fell or was pushed. Another occupant of the apartment building claims that she heard an argument between Lula and another person moments before the death, but is discredited by her use of cocaine earlier that evening. Lula’s famous boyfriend, Evan Duffield, checks himself into rehab following the news of her death. With no other plausible explanation and given the victim’s mental health problems, the police reach the consensus that Lula Landry must have committed suicide.


    Three months later, Cormoran Strike’s life is falling apart. He is deeply in debt, his relationship with his girlfriend Charlotte has just ended and he now has nowhere but his office to live. Robin Ellacott is the chirpy, newly engaged temp who has been sent to work for him by an agency. She slips into her role in the unconventional office with aplomb, borrowing coffee from a neighbouring office to give Cormoran’s private detective agency a veneer of respectability when a new client, John Bristow, shows up. Bristow is the adopted brother of the late Lula Landry and thinks that his sister was murdered. Cormoran seriously doubts this theory, but takes on the case nonetheless in the hope that it might ease his financial difficulties.


    Cormoran provides information to police officer Wardle in exchange for the Lula Landry file. Wardle shows himself to be star-struck by Deeby Mac, the famous rapper who wrote lyrics about Lula and was supposed to stay in the flat below hers on the night of her death. Cormoran begins to interview other people connected to the case, including Derrick Wilson, the apartment building’s security guard who was absent for 15 crucial minutes due to illness on the night of Lula’s death, and Lula’s fame-hungry driver Kieran Kolovas-Jones. Kolovas-Jones tells Cormoran that he saw her clutching a blue piece of paper on the day of her death that she discussed with her friend Rochelle Onifade. Cormoran is aided in his investigations by Robin, who proves herself to be a perceptive and dedicated assistant. The two of them decide to cut out the temp agency so that Cormoran can afford to employ Robin for a little longer.


    Cormoran interviews Tansy Bestigui, the (soon-to-be ex) wife of film producer Freddie Bestigui and the witness who claimed to have heard Lula arguing with someone before her death. Cormoran is unconvinced by most of her story but believes her when she assures him that she heard Lula shout “It’s too late I’ve already done it” (p.48) followed by a man calling her “a lying fucking bitch” (ibid.), even though it has been established that she could not have heard this from her apartment. When Cormoran arranges a lunch meeting with John Bristow to update him, he finds himself face to face with Tony Landry, Lula’s uncle, instead. He learns that Landry disliked his niece, believing her to be spoilt and ungrateful. Tony Landry is evasive about his whereabouts on the day of Lula’s death and does not sufficiently explain the fact that Lula tried to call him non-stop that very afternoon.


    ROCHELLE ONIFADE


    Cormoran and Robin go to Vashti, an expensive clothes shop that Lula visited on the day of her death with her friend, Rochelle Onifade. She only spent 15 minutes inside and made a phone call in the changing rooms. Robin pretends to be a customer in order to get information out of the staff, and we learn that Lula was begging someone over the phone to come and see her – the staff assume that this was Evan Duffield. Robin sets about tracking Rochelle Onifade while Cormoran asks a tech-savvy friend to hack into Lula’s laptop, which was given to him by John Bristow.


    Cormoran goes to meet Rochelle after Robin brilliantly manages to locate her. He persuades her to talk by buying her food, and she tells him proudly that she was the only person Lula trusted completely. Lula even bought her a phone and paid its bill as she thought Rochelle to be the only person around her who would not sell stories to the press. Rochelle is wearing designer clothes despite her apparent hunger and is clearly concealing information from Cormoran. He overhears her arranging to meet someone and informs her that she could be in danger from Lula’s killer.


    Cormoran meets Guy Somé, a fashion designer who was very overprotective of Lula, his muse. He tells Cormoran that Lula would not have committed suicide and points to Evan Duffield as a likely killer. He arranges for Cormoran to meet Ciara Porter, Lula’s model friend, and Bryony Radford, a makeup artist who did Lula’s makeup on the day of her death. Cormoran receives Lula’s computer from his contact and learns that photos were deleted from it after her death. He goes back to Lula’s apartment building and is told by the Eastern European cleaner in broken English that Tansy Bestigui is lying about something. He interviews Lula’s biological mother, Marlene Higson, but is unable to confirm the identity of her biological father.


    Cormoran drinks himself into oblivion after learning that his ex, Charlotte, is engaged. Robin tactfully steers him home from the pub and sets an alarm for him for the following day so that he does not miss his meetings with Bryony Radford and Ciara Porter. Bryony comes across as a gossiping, unreliable witness. Ciara Porter confirms to Cormoran that Lula told her she was leaving everything to her brother but is unable to account for her distress on the day of her death, nor give a reason why she would want to commit suicide. She defends Evan Duffield and takes Cormoran to meet him. Evan tells Cormoran that he read one of Freddie Bestigui’s emails, in which his wife Tansy threatened to tell the police where she really was when Lula died unless he gave her more money in their divorce settlement. Cormoran and Ciara end the night by having sex.


    Meanwhile, Robin investigates Lula’s research on Professor Josiah Agyeman. A photograph shows that he has large ears, which coincides with Marlene Higson’s description of Lula’s father. Agyeman died five years previously but has a son who is currently in the army. Robin has also been undercover to try and confirm the movements of Tony Landry on the day of Lula’s death but cannot account for or explain his trip to London in the middle of a visit to Oxford for a conference. Cormoran is now convinced that Lula was murdered. He is called away to identify a body that was pulled out of the Thames with his contact details in their pocket. He goes to the morgue and identifies the body of Rochelle Onifade.


    THE MURDERER UNVEILED


    Cormoran is frustrated by Wardle and police boss Carver, who stick to the theory that Lula Landry committed suicide. Cormoran tells them that they have based their case on Tansy Bestigui’s lies and that the killer may well strike again if they do not bring him in. He manages to convince Wardle to follow up on some details and gets in touch with an army contact to try and find out the identity of Agyeman’s soldier son. Robin is told by Cormoran to restrict her involvement with the case as he fears there could be danger ahead as he closes in on the killer.


    Cormoran then goes to visit Freddie Bestigui, and explains that he knows Freddie threw Tansy out onto the balcony in sub-zero temperatures that night as punishment for using cocaine. Freddie forced Tansy not to tell the police this so as to avoid charges of domestic abuse. This was how Tansy managed to hear the argument between Lula and her killer. Cormoran tells Freddie that he has helped Lula’s killer to get away with murder and that he would be well placed to tell the truth and cooperate in order to receive a lesser sentence for perverting the course of justice. Freddie admits nothing, but is clearly shaken by what he has heard and believes Cormoran when he says that Tansy will most likely change her story and out Freddie as an abusive husband.


    Cormoran visits Lula’s terminally-ill adoptive mother, Lady Yvette Bristow. He talks to her even though John Bristow cannot make the meeting and has forbidden that his mother be interviewed on her own. Cormoran learns that Lady Bristow is addicted to Valium, which makes her an unreliable witness. Lady Bristow tells Cormoran that Tony Landry had a terrible opinion of Lula, and that on the day of Lula’s death she, Lady Bristow, might have told her adopted daughter some of these terrible things – she cannot be sure because she had taken Valium. When Lady Bristow falls asleep Cormoran goes into her closet and finds Lula’s handwritten will. Cormoran falls down the stairs upon leaving, but manages to get to Wardle and beg him to obtain a warrant.


    Cormoran goes back to his office, where he is visited by John Bristow, who is apoplectic with rage about Cormoran’s unsupervised meeting with Lady Bristow. Cormoran shows John the photo of Lula’s biological half-brother, Jonah Agyeman, and surreptitiously sets his phone to record. Cormoran then reveals who killed Lula Landry: it was her adoptive brother, John Bristow. John, in his petrified state, feigns ignorance, and yet stays and listens to Cormoran’s explanation of how he came to know that John was the killer. John went to see Lula on the day of her death to ask for money. When she refused, he hid in the apartment building all day, waiting for the perfect moment to go back to his sister’s flat and kill her. He stood to gain the most from her death as the most likely beneficiary – as long as Lula’s handwritten will leaving everything to Jonah Agyeman was not found. Cormoran also reveals that he knows John killed his older adoptive brother Charlie all those years ago, due to fraternal jealousy and a craving for his parents’ attention. Tony Landry knew that John had killed Charlie – this was what Lady Bristow had found so hard to hear, and had repeated to Lula on the day of her death. John lunges at Cormoran with a knife but Cormoran is able to overpower him.


    In the aftermath of John Bristow’s arrest Cormoran meets with Jonah Agyeman and explains that the warrant he begged Wardle to obtain was to search Lady Bristow’s safe, inside which Rochelle Onifade’s phone was found. He buys Robin a dress from Vashti as a way of thanking her, and she tearfully tells him that she does not want to leave. The two of them come up with a salary figure that each of them can just about accept, and Robin happily decides to stay.
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