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​Introduction
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Welcome to the fourth installment of Unbelievable Crimes. This series is an ongoing journey through the darkest depths of our existence, uncovering stories kept out of sight from even the most knowledgeable true crime follower. For those new to this series, the Unbelievable Crimes anthologies cover disturbing cases and little-heard true crime stories, exposing the culprits and, in some small way, ensuring victims’ voices aren’t blotted out of the annals of true crime history.

In this installment, I’ll cover ten crimes that seemed to evade public knowledge when they took place, for the most part, at least. This begs the question, why do some crimes etch themselves into our minds forever, while others are destined to be forgotten without so much as a small section in the local newspaper? The crimes I cover throughout this book are no less shocking or deplorable than Ted Bundy’s crimes. Yet his name became seared into almost everybody’s vocabulary, while the equally unbelievable and tragic crimes of plenty of other murderous monsters barely get a mention on the news. More importantly, this means the victims don’t get a mention, causing their tales to be buried deep in the true crime archives. Why?

I think it’s a difficult question to answer because it’s multifaceted. Ted Bundy, Jeffery Dahmer, and Jack The Ripper dominate the true crime landscape. These are household names even for those who\ don’t pay much heed to true crime cases. I came to the conclusion that crimes less heard of are forgotten about due to unfortunate timing - perhaps other, “bigger” news stories took precedence at that time - and geography plays a big part in how much a crime story is covered, too.

Marginalized communities that suffer a crime may find their story gets buried underneath others. Human bias and judgment may also play a part in if - and how - a story is told. For example, the amount of headlines that read like “drug-addicted prostitute dies” instead of “mother-of-two brutally murdered” is mind-boggling. The first headline could cause people to turn the page out of judgment, or perhaps worse, read the news story and blame the victim. The latter, more accurate title, evokes emotion and addresses a tragic murder, capturing the reader’s desire to understand what happened.

We trust the media to deliver us news from faraway places, as well as our local news stories, but it’s up to them to pick and choose which ones are worthy of their screen time. This is why I cover tales from various locations, varying communities, and social classes, so we are exposed to terrible acts we’d not be aware of otherwise.

There are plenty of books on notorious criminals and their vile acts. There are even more documentaries and TV series covering them. I’m avoiding those cases as best I can. I agree the victims of those crimes haven’t had their stories told as much as they ought to have, but their killer’s actions are still reviled and condemned by the masses. That’s not necessarily the case for the crimes I’m covering. Overlooked stories deserve - demand, even - to be heard.

As always, Volume Four will shine a light to expose crimes you’ve not yet heard of. And, as I always repeat, please know this book details suffering and descriptions of real crimes - bear this in mind if you feel this topic is too heavy for you. With that said, let’s begin.
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​The Mocking Murderer
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Sometimes, in criminal cases, you have a special breed of criminal: those who feel so untouchable that they goad the police or their victims. In some cases, this arrogance ends up putting the criminal behind bars. That was the case for the Bind, Torture, Kill murderer years ago (a name he gave himself, one the press abbreviated to “BTK”). Giving yourself your serial killer name is conceited enough, but BTK, aka Dennis Rader, went much further than that.

The evil man took the lives of 10 people between the mid-70s and early 90s in truly sadistic and revolting ways. By 2004, Rader hadn’t murdered anyone in 13 years. His crimes were still being investigated, although the case was beyond cold at this point. The hopes of finding the killer were slim, but it didn’t stop the police from trying. The case would have likely stayed ice cold if the egotistical killer hadn’t felt the urge to rear his head and taunt the police and media for their inability to capture him.

To mark the thirteenth year of the (still unknown) killer and his heinous crimes, the stories of BTK’s victims began to reappear on TV and in newspapers. This sudden jolt of renewed interest in the killings ignited Rader’s lust to return to the spotlight as his murderous alter ego, BTK.

He began sending messages to the police and the media outlets reporting his crimes from years prior. In particular, he was corresponding with Detective Ken Landwehr. In his communications, Rader sent photos of his crime scenes and even sent a photocopy of one of his victim’s driving licenses. He would sign his letters off as “Bill Thomas Killman,” a name it seems he perhaps thought was an incredibly clever play on words. He warned he was going to kill again and already had a victim in mind; in fact, he was actively stalking them. Macabrely, Rader would also leave taunting packages for the police, which would have a doll inside that was bound at the hands and feet like his victims were.

After almost a year of back and forth with Ken Landwehr, Rader asked the detective if he could send him a floppy disk without incriminating himself by doing so. Ken replied that there was no way the police would be able to trace the particular computer used when opening the data from the floppy disk. This was a lie.

A few weeks passed, and Ken got a package as expected. Inside was the floppy disk. It didn’t take long for the disk to be traced right back to Dennis Lynn Rader. After his subsequent arrest, Rader asked the detective, “I need to ask you, Ken, how come you lied to me?” Thank goodness Ken did lie to Rader; otherwise, he’d likely still be living free in his late 70s, having gotten away with some of the worst torture murders ever committed.

The case I’m about to cover bears similarities in the way the criminal acted after committing his depraved acts. He taunted the police and his victims, basking in the fact he’d gotten away with pure evil. But, this time, would the criminal’s arrogance be their downfall, or would this be a frustrating case of the killer getting away with it, much like Dennis Rader very nearly did?

To retrace this crime, we have to head back to 1995 in Abbotsford, British Columbia. It was mid-October, and teenagers Misty Cockerill and Tanya Smith were going to a friend’s party. While walking to their destination, giddy and excited at the idea of meeting new people and perhaps enjoying some of the free-flowing alcohol, they chattered away loudly. This caught the attention of a man who was already prowling the streets with bad intentions in mind. Terry Driver, a 30-year-old deviant armed with a baseball bat, laid wait in the nearby bushes until he felt it appropriate to jump out on the two 16-year-old girls.

The older, bearded man would already have been a startling sight for the teens, but the aluminum bat he was holding only intensified their panic. Driver asked the girls if they wanted to party. Of course, they did, but certainly not with him. They didn’t say this to him, though; they froze with fear, unsure how to deal with this distressing situation. Before they could think of something to say, the man demanded the girls get in the bushes with him.

Their fear forced them to comply. When Driver found a location that suited him, he ordered the terrified teens to remove their clothing. Tanya just wanted to survive this awful night, so she did as the aggressive man demanded. However, Misty had a different tack; she attempted to fight the man with his bat. She yanked it from him and began raining blows on his back as the attacker prepared to assault Tanya sexually.

Misty had a burning rage in her that allowed her to stand up to the evil before her, but sadly, Driver managed to overpower the girl and take the bat from her. He looked at Misty with wickedness in his eyes before beating her relentlessly with the weapon. As she lay limp on the floor, he hit her again and again. The power that went into these swings saw him beat holes into his victim’s head. Once he was done, he dropped the bloodied weapon and resumed his attack on Tanya.

The terrified girl was subjected to an awful sexual assault, followed by the same brutal beating Misty had received. Once Driver was satisfied Tanya was dead, he dragged her lifeless body to the nearby Vedder River and flung her in remorselessly. Unbeknown to Driver, Tanya wasn’t dead when he dragged her to the water. She was still breathing, albeit just. She perhaps could have survived the attack, even if the chances were slim. Once he threw her in the river, however, there was no chance for the teenager. She drowned to death to fulfill this foul man’s sadistic kicks.

Meanwhile, Misty was lying bleeding out in a parking lot, just regaining consciousness. Driver thought he’d killed her, but she clung onto life, barely. She managed to somehow get her bearings and made her way to the hospital on foot, another miraculous feat. Once there, the medics rushed her in, and the teen could finally breathe a sigh of relief: she was safe. Wounded horrifically but safe.

Her skull was fractured, her finger was bent and broken, as was her arm. Her brain was swelling at a rapid pace - if she’d been left much longer, there would have been no chance of survival. Hospital staff scoured the area to make sure her attacker hadn’t followed her there and thankfully found no sign of the baseball bat-wielding man. Misty was immediately treated for her injuries, and a search for Tanya ensued.

It didn’t take the police long to find her. It was a sad discovery, though, quickly dashing any hopes of finding Tanya alive. She was face-down in the Vedder, having been unable to muster any strength to remove herself from the water she was thrown into. The hunt was on for a killer.

Fortunately for the police, the culprit wasn’t the shy and retiring type. He relished in his crimes and told them as much. He would contact the police and emergency services and admit to being the man they
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