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The warmth of memory
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I remember the sticky gold

That dripped between my fingers

As sunlight pooled on the terrace

The mango tree’s arms were wide and generous

Its leaves a green cathedral above my head

Each fruit hung

Like a promise I could not resist

Its fragrance a hymn to slow afternoons

I pressed the pulp to my lips

And felt time liquefy

The sweetness pulling me

Into the warmth of memory

Of hands that reached before mine

Of laughter tangled in branches

Of the quiet joy in simply eating

In simply being there

Years later

I close my eyes and taste it again 

The sun and the tree

The gold that lives inside me after the season has passed
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Fruit is a language of faith
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I was planted with hope in trembling hands

A promise pressed into soil

Through seasons I learned the patience of ripening 

How sweetness requires time

How fruit is a language of faith

Children once climbed my arms

Their laughter echoing through my leaves

Lovers carved their names into my bark

As if permanence could be written on a living thing

I, the apple tree, have known frost and flood

The breaking of branches

The ache of abundance

Still

Each year I bear what I can

Round offerings of red forgiveness

Crisp hymns to hunger and grace

And when the wind takes what I’ve grown

I do not grieve

To feed another is the only harvest I ever desired

Being a blessing is my privilege
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Life may still be poured out 
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I am the olive tree

I have stood where prayers are older than walls

My roots threading through centuries of dust

Kings and shepherds alike have rested in my shade

Their sighs woven into my silver leaves

Oil flows from my fruit like mercy

Thick and golden 

A quiet anointing for weary skin

A balm for the cracked and the faithful

I do not hurry to bear

My years are long

My branches slow

But every drop I give is steeped in patience

Pressed by the weight of devotion

I have watched empires rise and break like waves

Yet the dove still returns to me with hope 

And I whisper to the wind:

“Even in ruin

Life may still be poured out 

A promise of oil that never ends”
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All that waits will bear
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I, Jesus, pass by you in the quiet morning

Your leaves stirring

Like hearts that wait

I see the promise of fruit not yet born

The patience that bends in the sun

The longing that trembles in your branches

Dear fig tree

You are a teacher

Though rooted to the earth

Reminding all who look upon you:

Faith is not counted in appearances

But in the patience of what is yet to come

I have lingered beneath your shade

Spoken words that fall like gentle rain

Upon leaves that tremble in hope

And when you bear

Your fruit is mercy itself

Sweetness pressed from patience

Nourishing the weary soul

Even when the world forgets your name

I see your life

And I say:

“Be still, rooted one

All that waits will bear”
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