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Chain-link fences are very secure and durable fences ...having a very sturdy interconnected weave of heavy steel wire, forming spaces of a diamond-shaped pattern. Unlike a privacy fence or a wall, we can see through a chain-link fence ...and it just seems a bit more friendly to me. Often people are seen leaning on the chain-link fence, talking to a neighbor. 

Jesus said we are to love the Lord our God with all our heart & with all our soul & with all our mind ...& we're to love our neighbor as we love ourself. I think it is better to have chain-link fences than walls. You may ask, "Why have any fences?" Well, I do believe part of loving my neighbor is for me to take responsibility ...and that entails not allowing my dog's tail to go into my neighbor's yard to do something that I rightfully believe I should be cleaning up.  

The Bible tells us a bit about boundaries, and also how things get cleaned up. Interconnected & woven together with its many supporting verses ...it also gives us an understanding of who God is. 

I look at the Bible as truly the 'Word of God'. And hopefully no one puts up a wall to prevent themselves from looking at this.  

––––––––
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I will give 5 short 'chapters' of points I'd like to make which I feel are important. I realize my points may not be as important to you ...and likewise not as interesting either. So, to avoid burdening or boring you, beginning with chapter 6, and the bulk of this book, will be short stories. 

––––––––
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So, first my serious points ...then a look at my sense of humor, if that's what it can be called. 

Though humor is certainly not the story's aim in Chapter XVII. 
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I.—-'Wondering Whose Words'
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Wondering whose words (www) ...followed by my 'com'ments. 

––––––––
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Or www.com ...referring to the 'world wide web', with someone else's comments. I do admit the internet and my computer are very helpful, and I will resource it when I am making my comments here. 

––––––––
[image: ]


When we do look up things on the internet, hopefully we are aware of who said the things we are reading. And there are always multiple sites we can 'click' on ...based on what we are searching for. We also decide what news sources we follow, whether it is national or local, and we decide whether we trust TV, the radio, printed articles ...or Facebook or Twitter; the latter two perhaps more experiencing the emotion of those venting, though sometimes they may be more 'right on' than other sources. Yet, we do see censorship ...and you and I may disagree concerning what is healthy and necessary.
Yes, we are 'thinking' human beings, and we can be influenced by others ...though we do make determinations as to our eventual beliefs. And I'd think we all have to believe in something. Saying you don't believe in anything, and also adding that you don't trust anyone ...that is still a determination.

––––––––
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I am soon going to 'google' some information, and though I often have little trust that all of the information on the various sites contain accurate information ...I trust that the information that I am about to look up is accurate. I'm looking up Bible verses ...and though some translations may word some things quite differently, I am not starting out with interpretation, but only the accuracy of quoting correctly what I will use in this chapter ...in let's say the 'English Standard Version', the 'New International Version', and the 'King James Version'. And the part I am looking at is not even the actual quote, as much as who it is quoting. I believe many of the other versions, besides the three I mentioned, will also say the same thing. 
Let's go to the Gospel of Matthew ...where I believe most versions will all agree as to 'whose words' those are.  We could say those are Matthew's written words, but I am asking who Matthew is quoting in Chapter 18, verse 21. Looking at over two dozen written versions, they all have Peter speaking. And those same versions all have Jesus speaking in the very next verse.

––––––––
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Okay, those were easy ...how about the first verse in the Bible. Not everyone believes Moses wrote that, but I believe that he did. Since Moses wasn't around 'in the beginning', where then does that information that he put down come from? Well, I also believe that the Bible is the 'Word of God', so if Moses wasn't around when those events were happening, then I sort of believe those words were given to Moses ...by God, so they are God's Words. I've tried my hand at writing books, and it certainly keeps a person busy ...yet one ought to choose a time when there are not countless distractions; but I figure 40 years wandering in that wilderness would be adequate time for even someone as slow with writing as me. And if there is doubt about those writings, perhaps reading the Gospel of John, Chapter 5, verses 46 & 47 will help. 

––––––––
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I'll go back to an easier one again, but let's keep in mind what was said in the previous paragraph. In Genesis 20:2 ...I believe Moses wrote that verse, but let's look at who Moses wrote as having said, "She is my sister." The over two dozen versions all say that Abraham said that. Then in Genesis 20, verses 3 & 6-7 ...all of the versions say that God is speaking in those verses. And in Genesis 26:7, let's look at who Moses wrote as saying, "She is my sister." Yes, again all of the versions agree, saying Isaac said that. (And yes, 'like father, like son' does come to mind.)

––––––––
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In Genesis 11, there is a genealogy listed ...so, who do we believe gave that genealogy which Moses wrote down?  My thoughts go back to the belief that I am reading the 'Word of God', and that God is giving Moses the words to write. And furthermore, in Genesis 11:29-30, both Iscah and Sarai are clearly not mentioned as the same person. I don't go outside the Bible for my source of beliefs, so when I see them listed separately, I don't include references which say that Iscah and Sarai are perhaps the same person. To say that, I'd have to lower my view of the Bible and I won't do that. I believe in the authority of the Bible.
––––––––
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Then in the very next verse, I see another verse (which I consider of the same nature as the first couple Chapters of Genesis, where God is exclusively speaking up until Chapter 2, verse 23). Yes, in Genesis 11:31, over two dozen versions present it as the 'Word of God', telling us accurately ...by God telling us. Only the Contemporary English Version refers to her merely as Sarai ...and all the others say she is Terah's 'daughter-in-law'. This may seem to conflict with a reading of Genesis 20:12, where again all of the over two dozen versions say that Abraham, when confronted by Abimelech, tells him that Sarah is his sister—-being as she is the daughter of his dad, but not the daughter of his mom.  But that is clearly what Abraham said, not what God said ...as when God is giving us the 'Word', we are told that she is Terah's 'daughter-in-law'.
––––––––
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There is no circumstance where I would refer to my daughter as my daughter-in-law. So, in choosing whether I'm going to believe what Abraham said, or to believe the 'Word of God' ...I clearly am going to believe the 'Word of God'. Yes, the 'Word of God' accurately tells us what Abraham says, just like it accurately tells us that Isaac also says the same thing of Rebekah. And the Bible also tells us that Jacob pretended to be Esau to trick Isaac.

––––––––
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Yes, all the versions I read were fairly in agreement as to who said what ...we just attach a much different understanding of what those verses mean. I think I made a clear point here, yet I hear over and over that Abraham married his sister ...and I don't see that God says that.

––––––––
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Often when I hear that Abraham married his sister, it's after a conversation of how things were acceptable back then ...and the conversation opens to 'the beginning' with Adam & Eve, and incest being the only way to follow God's call for them to 'increase in number and fill the earth'. And I continue to hear the same thing over and over again, of how the gene pool was pure, and incest wasn't 'a thing' to be concerned with because no physical harm would come from incest. Then soon someone mentions, "Well, Abraham married his sister ..."

There are numerous reasons besides the ones I've already mentioned ...as to why I don't believe this to be so. And I consider the subject of 'incest' as very grievous. What is interesting though ...is how readily Abimelech and others accepted the explanation, as the rulers often saw themselves as divine and embraced incest as a way to preserve their bloodline. Yet, I will move on ...
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II.—-'People outside the garden?'
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The next statement that often ties in with the subject, only makes the knot tighter ...as we try to secure our beliefs. 

––––––––
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What statement is that??

––––––––
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To give a little background, most of us are familiar with the account of Adam & Eve ...and how they ate the fruit they were instructed not to eat. And the serpent presented his case to Eve, claiming God was not forthright with her, keeping the truth from her ...having an ulterior motive. Soon afterwards Adam & Eve each gave their versions of excuses why they went against what God had asked of them. 

––––––––
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Now, to the statement—-the statement I'm referring to is often leveled against those who attempt to defend the Bible—-yet, it is my preference to not get defensive, but rather to more closely examine what the Bible says, as it speaks for itself. 

That ridiculous 'gotcha' statement is: Since Adam & Eve were the only two people, God is responsible for (and to be blamed for) incest ...as there would be no alternative to 'fill' the earth, but through incest.

––––––––
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I don't embrace the answers that I hear from those attempting to explain that. Typically, a person hears an explanation, thinks it is a good one, then lodges that response in their head as a ready answer to those who are quick to challenge them on the issue ...in this case, 'incest'.  And they say the gene pool was pure back then, so it was not dangerous. I beg to differ ...and having worked in a mental health facility, I am all too aware of how the danger is not just limited to physical harmful effects. You can 'google' it yourself, and read of the immediate mental health damage, not to mention the long lasting repercussions. And then there is also the spiritual aspect.
Yet, even beyond that extensive conversation, I don't see the Bible clearly saying what many people say it says ...and I don't have to change the interpretation or blame the translators to make my point. You absolutely don't have to agree with me ...as I am not asserting myself here above other scholars. I don't have any title, and it even seems strange referring to myself as a scholar ...but nonetheless, I am going to present my case.
It's like in a hockey game where one team scores two goals, and the other team scores five goals. Reading the Bible is not supposed to be a competitive thing, and there is not supposed to be any winning ...but, I do feel good when we can look at these things. And when I read the Bible, I don't think two goals stand up to five, so I look more closely at what it says.

––––––––
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Seriously, I only have one goal ...and that is to draw closer to God, not closer to Him than you, but closer than I am when I am falling away. And I am not sinless, so I do fall away. But, I also feel He shows me things through His Word ...and I do not take credit for that, I call it the leading of the Holy Spirit. Yet, that does create some problems ...so, I am careful not to say the Holy Spirit led me to this or that conclusion, as the Holy Spirit is not divisive and I know you and I may not agree.
So, the way I like to proceed, is to allow the Holy Spirit to direct us both in an understanding of the Bible, not creating new revelation to replace the Bible nor having our insights hold more authority than it. I personally believe the Holy Spirit can lead us in different ways ...but, the Holy Spirit does not go against what the Bible says. And it is problematic when Bibles are written to merely paraphrase, and attach a meaning of what we think it should be ...with radically different verses tailored to today's desires, not God's.

––––––––
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The first Chapter of Genesis says, in verse 27:  "So God created mankind in His own image, in the image of God He created them; male and female He created them." And verse 29:  "Then God said, “I give you every seed-bearing plant on the face of the whole earth and every tree that has fruit with seed in it. They will be yours for food." Ending with verse 31, "God saw all that He had made, and it was very good. And there was evening, and there was morning—the sixth day."

The second Chapter of Genesis says, in verses 8 & 15, that the man whom God had formed was 'put' in the Garden of Eden. It says that God is responsible for the garden being there, and that He also 'put' the man there. So, it stands to reason that God didn't create the man in the garden, but put him there. Then in verse 16, God quickly tells the man that he is restricted from eating a certain fruit ...a restriction that is not mentioned in Chapter 1. 

––––––––
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In Chapter 3, both Adam & Eve eat the fruit they were told not to, and because the serpent had been very instrumental in that decision, this is what the serpent is told: "And I will put enmity  between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers ...", beginning in verse 15. Considering that Adam & Eve had clear knowledge that they would die if they ate the fruit, it would seem like a rather fatalistic feeling of death and depression would be dominating here. Certainly I would not view this as a message of hope. But, in verse 20, there seems to be a shift in perspective by stating that Eve would become the 'mother of all living' ...not the mother of death, having failed to refrain from eating the fruit. 
Why the shift in attitude?? God is an 'encourager'. In Chapter 4, Cain is struggling and God talks to Cain: “Why are you angry, and why has your face fallen? If you do well, will you not be accepted? And if you do not do well, sin is crouching at the door. Its desire is contrary to you, but you must rule over it.” Then even when Cain failed in the worst way, he still approached God: “My punishment is greater than I can bear.  Behold, you have driven me today away from the ground, and from your face I shall be hidden. I shall be a fugitive and a wanderer on the earth, and whoever finds me will kill me.”  Then the Lord said to him, “Not so! If anyone kills Cain, vengeance shall be taken on him sevenfold.” And the Lord put a mark on Cain, lest any who found him should attack him.  

––––––––
[image: ]


Now comes the decision ...as to whether we will change the interpretation of what we've been told, or stick to what we've been told by holding fast to it, even when it does not seem to make sense along with other verses. I'd rather re-evaluate how I looked at something, and look for more understanding with interpretation, than to ignore all other verses that seemingly would have to have even more wild interpretations to support the one or two verses I am not willing to negotiate. And no, I don't think the Bible is negotiable ...it is our misunderstanding of it which often leads to disagreement.

––––––––
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Now, Adam & Eve didn't do anything nearly as severe as what Cain did, yet sin is sin ...and God deals with sin in our lives. God also looks at

[image: ]



[image: ]



[image: ]



[image: ]



[image: ]



[image: ]



[image: ]




[image: ]



d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





d2d_images/cover.jpg





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





d2d_images/scene_break.png





