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Queen Esther is a prominent figure in the Hebrew Bible, specifically in the Book of Esther. She is traditionally regarded as a Jewish queen of the Persian king Ahasuerus, known as Xerxes I in historical records. The story of Queen Esther is set during the 5th century B.C..

According to the biblical account, Esther was a young Jewish woman who lived in the capital city of Susa. She was orphaned and raised by her cousin Mordecai. Through a series of events, Esther was chosen to become the queen of Ahasuerus after his previous queen, Vashti, was deposed.

Esther's story revolves around an attempted genocide of the Jewish people by Haman, a high-ranking official in the Persian court. Upon learning of this plot, Mordecai urged Esther to use her position as queen to intercede on behalf of her people. However, approaching the king without being summoned was a risky act that could result in death, even for the queen.

Esther, displaying courage and strategic thinking, devised a plan. She invited the king and Haman to a banquet, where she revealed her Jewish heritage and exposed Haman's plot. Ahasuerus was enraged and had Haman executed. In turn, the king granted Esther and Mordecai the authority to issue a decree allowing the Jews to defend themselves against their enemies.

The festival of Purim, which commemorates these events, is celebrated by Jews worldwide. It serves as a reminder of Esther's bravery and the deliverance of the Jewish people from destruction. The Book of Esther is part of the Hebrew Bible's Ketuvim and is recognized as one of the Megillot, the five scrolls read during specific Jewish festivals.
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The Book of Esther
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The Book of Esther is one of the books found in the Hebrew Bible, specifically in the Ketuvim section. It tells the story of Queen Esther and the events surrounding the salvation of the Jewish people from a plot to annihilate them.

Authorship and Date: The authorship of the Book of Esther is unknown, and the date of its composition is a subject of debate among scholars. It is believed to have been written in the 4th century B.C. or later.

Setting: The story takes place during the reign of King Ahasuerus, traditionally identified as Xerxes I (486-465 B.C.) of Persia. The events occur in the Persian Empire, with the capital city of Susa being a significant location.

Plot: The narrative revolves around the rise of Esther, a Jewish girl who becomes queen after the removal of the previous queen, Vashti. The chief antagonist, Haman, plots to exterminate all Jews in the empire due to his personal vendetta against Esther's cousin, Mordecai. Esther, with the guidance of Mordecai, risks her life to expose Haman's plan and ultimately secures a royal decree allowing the Jews to defend themselves against their enemies.

Themes: The Book of Esther explores themes such as identity, courage, divine providence, and the triumph of good over evil. It highlights the importance of taking action in the face of adversity and the significance of faith and trust in God's guidance.

Festival of Purim: The events described in the Book of Esther led to the establishment of the festival of Purim, which is celebrated by Jews around the world. Purim commemorates the deliverance of the Jewish people from the threat of annihilation. During the festival, the Book of Esther is read aloud, and festivities include costumes, gift-giving, feasting, and the sharing of food and charity.
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Cousin Mordecai
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Mordecai is an important character in the biblical Book of Esther and plays a significant role in the story.

Family Background: Mordecai was a member of the Jewish community in Susa, the capital of the Persian Empire. He was a descendant of Kish, from the tribe of Benjamin, and was likely part of the group of Jews who were exiled to Babylon and later settled in Persia.

After the death of Esther's parents, Mordecai took her in as his own daughter, raising her with care and affection. He played a crucial role in Esther's life, providing guidance and support, and their relationship was marked by deep love and loyalty.

Position at the King's Gate: Mordecai held a position as a gatekeeper or official in the king's gate, which means he had some level of access to the royal court. This position allowed him to gain information and insights into the affairs of the kingdom, which later proved crucial in unraveling the plot against the Jews.

Mordecai's refusal to bow down to Haman, an influential advisor to the king, incited Haman's anger and set in motion the events that led to Haman's plot to annihilate the Jews. Mordecai's refusal to bow was an act of loyalty to his faith and a display of his unwavering commitment to God.

Key Role in Exposing the Plot: Mordecai played a pivotal role in uncovering and exposing Haman's plot to annihilate the Jewish people. He overheard a conversation between two of the king's eunuchs discussing a plan to assassinate King Ahasuerus, and he reported the information to Esther, who then informed the king. This act of loyalty and vigilance helped avert the immediate danger to the king and also led to the downfall of Haman.

After the exposure of Haman's plot, Mordecai was honored by King Ahasuerus. He was given Haman's signet ring, which symbolized authority and power, and was promoted to a high-ranking position in the kingdom.

Mordecai's character exemplifies loyalty, wisdom, and courage. He played a crucial role in the salvation of the Jewish people and worked alongside Esther to protect their community from destruction.

	[image: image]
	 	[image: image]


[image: image]

Education
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The biblical account of Queen Esther does not provide specific details about her education. However, it can be inferred that as a young Jewish woman living in the capital city of Susa, she likely received some form of education within her community.

In ancient times, education varied depending on social status, cultural background, and geographical location. Jewish education during that period typically emphasized the study of religious texts, laws, and customs. Young Jewish girls were taught the scriptures and the principles of their faith, including the teachings of the Torah.

Esther's upbringing by her cousin Mordecai suggests that she received guidance and instruction from him. Mordecai is described as a respected figure who held a position within the Persian royal court, which suggests he possessed knowledge and influence. It is plausible that Mordecai played a role in educating and mentoring Esther, providing her with the necessary knowledge and skills to navigate the complex world of the Persian court.

Additionally, Esther's time in the royal harem before becoming queen likely involved training in various aspects of courtly life, including etiquette, fashion, and social graces. These skills would have been essential for her role as queen and to navigate the intricate politics of the Persian court.
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Journey from an orphaned Jewish girl to becoming a queen
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The story begins with Esther being orphaned at a young age. Her cousin Mordecai, who raised her as his own daughter, took care of her.

Selection for the Royal Harem: King Ahasuerus (Xerxes I) of Persia, in search of a new queen, ordered a search for the most beautiful young women in his empire. Esther was among the young women gathered and taken to the royal harem in Susa. There, they underwent a period of preparation and beauty treatments to be presented before the king.

Esther found favor in the eyes of the king, who was captivated by her beauty and charm. As a result, he chose her to be his queen, replacing the deposed Queen Vashti.

Concealing Her Jewish Identity: Mordecai, aware of the potential dangers of revealing Esther's Jewish heritage, instructed her to keep it a secret. Thus, Esther maintained her Jewish identity undisclosed to the king and his court.

During Esther's time as queen, Mordecai continued to play a significant role in her life. He also worked as a palace official, and through his presence, he became aware of a plot to assassinate the king.

Unveiling the Plot: Mordecai informed Esther about the plot, and she, in turn, revealed the assassination plot to the king, giving credit to Mordecai for his discovery.

The chief antagonist, Haman, an influential advisor to the king, sought to annihilate the Jewish people. Upon learning of Haman's wicked plan, Mordecai urged Esther to use her position as queen to intercede on behalf





d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





d2d_images/cover.jpg
. b <

Queen Esther

Ancient Girl Power: Courage and
Self-Confidence equals Influence

Lord Marc Smeets, Ph.D.





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





d2d_images/image000.jpg





d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





