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QUOTE

 


“A nation can survive its fools, and even the
ambitious. But it cannot survive treason from within. An enemy at
the gates is less formidable, for he is known and carries his
banner openly. But the traitor moves amongst those within the gate
freely, his sly whispers rustling through all the alleys, heard in
the very halls of government itself. For the traitor appears not a
traitor; he speaks in accents familiar to his victims, and he wears
their face and their arguments, he appeals to the baseness that
lies deep in the hearts of all men. He rots the soul of a nation,
he works secretly and unknown in the night to undermine the pillars
of the city, he infects the body politic so that it can no longer
resist. A murderer is less to fear. The traitor is the plague.”
Marcus Tullius Cicero, 58 B.C. Speech in the Roman
Senate
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Introduction




Many, if not everyone, have heard the term or
the concept of ‘tribulation.’ And when we hear that word we
ordinarily think of hardship and discomforting times. Historically
there have been many times of hardship and struggle for personal
survival; often from warfare, famine, and pestilence. Those
tragedies of the past ordinarily resulted from natural disasters or
from unplanned events such as warfare. Never in history, however,
have these periods of tribulation and hardship been forecast and
prophesied centuries before they occurred. This new tribulation,
the one prophesied in the Bible, is one that takes a different
approach. It’s something that will happen as a result of purposeful
evil from Satan, not from some unusual but normal event.

 


This tribulation period will result from a
direct action by an Islamic nation to destroy Israel. This attack,
both nuclear and conventional, will create such havoc on sea lanes
and other transportation sources that a great shortage of supplies,
produce, and products will result. Although Revelation speaks of
ships and the ocean, this was written before Apostle John could
even imagine such things as trucks and highways. To John, these
transportation vehicles were all ‘ships at sea.’ The new and sudden
attack on Israel, probably by Iran, will cease world trade to
cross-feed many necessary items. And there are many examples. The
overview is suggested in Revelation 18, Verse 11:

 


“And the merchants of the earth shall weep
and mourn over her; for no man buyeth their merchandise any more.”
It continues in Verses 14-18:

 


“And the fruits that thy soul lusted after
are departed from thee, and all things which were dainty and goodly
are departed from thee, and thou shalt find them no more at all.
The merchants of these things, which were made rich by her, shall
stand afar off for the fear of her torment, weeping and wailing,
and saying, Alas, alas that great city, that was clothed in fine
linen and purple, and scarlet, and decked with gold, and precious
stones, and pearls! For in one hour so great riches is come to
naught. And every shipmaster, and all the company in ships, and
sailors, and as many as trade by sea, stood afar off. And cried
when they saw the smoke of her burning, saying What city is like
unto this great city!”

 


This great city written of here is that great
Babylon. In Revelation, Babylon represents the world religion of
Islam. Likely, the two colors identified in the paragraph above,
purple and scarlet, represent the wealth source of Islam, which is
oil. Those two colors are associated with the color amber. Amber is
the natural color of oil. When John wrote Revelation, he had no
idea what to call oil. He saw only the colors of the substance.
Therefore, this writing would suggest that oil would not flow onto
the world markets during this time of major battles in the Middle
East. The tribulation will result from the lack of production and
shipping produce and products on the world market. The following
information suggests the consequences – the tribulation that
follows.

 


 



Chapter 1

 Interpretations

 


Before we get in-depth, let’s first consider
a view of tribulation presented by Wikipedia:

“In the futurist view of Christian
eschatology, the Tribulation is a relatively short period of time
where everyone will experience worldwide hardships, disasters,
famine, war, pain, and suffering, which will wipe out more than 75%
of all life on the earth before the Second Coming takes place. Some
Pretribulationists believe that those who choose to follow God will
be raptured before the tribulation, and thus escape it.

According to Dispensationalists who hold the
futurist view, the Tribulation is thought to occur before the
Second Coming of Jesus and during the End Times. In this view the
Tribulation will last seven prophetic Hebrew years (lasting 360
days each) in all but the Great Tribulation will be the second half
of the Tribulation period (see Matt 24:15 and Matt 24:21 showing
the Great Tribulation is after the Abomination of Desolation, which
marks the midpoint of the Tribulation).

In this view, this seven-year period is
considered to be the final week of Daniel's Prophecy of Seventy
Weeks, found in Daniel chapter 9. It is theorized that each week
represents seven years, with the timetable beginning from
Artaxerxes' order to rebuild the Second Temple in Jerusalem. After
seven weeks and 62 weeks, the prophecy says that the messiah will
be "cut off", which is taken to correspond to the death of Christ.
This is seen as creating a break of indeterminate length in the
timeline, with one week remaining to be fulfilled.

The time period for these beliefs is also
based on other passages: in the book of Daniel, “time, times, and
half a time,” interpreted as "a year, two years, and half a year,"
and the Book of Revelation, "a thousand two hundred and threescore
days" and "forty and two months" (the prophetic month averaging 30
days, hence 1260/30 = 42 months or 3.5 years). The 1290 days of
Daniel 12:11, (rather than the 1260 days of Revelation 11:3), is
thought to be the result of either a simple intercalary leap month
adjustment, or due to further calculations related to the prophecy,
or due to an intermediate stage of time that is to prepare the
world for the beginning of the millennial reign.

Events

Among Futurists there are differing views
about what will happen to Christians during the Tribulation:

Pretribulationists believe that all
Christians (dead and alive) will be taken bodily up to Heaven
(called the rapture) before the Tribulation begins. According to
this belief, every true Christian that has ever existed throughout
the course of the entire Christian era will be instantaneously
transformed into a perfect resurrected body, and will thus escape
the trials of the Tribulation. Those who become Christians after
the rapture will live through (or perish during) the Tribulation.
After the Tribulation, Christ will return to establish his
Millennial Kingdom.

Prewrath Tribulationists believe the Rapture
will occur during the tribulation, halfway through or after, but
before the seven bowls of the wrath of God.

Midtribulationists believe that the Rapture
will occur halfway through the Tribulation, but before the worst
part of it occurs. The seven-year period is divided into halves—the
"beginning of sorrows" and the "great tribulation".

Posttribulationists believe that Christians
will not be taken up into Heaven, but will be received or gathered
by Christ into the Kingdom of God on earth at the end of the
Tribulation.

In pretribulationism and midtribulationism,
the rapture and the Second Coming of Christ are separate events,
while in post-tribulationism the two events are identical or
simultaneous. Another feature of the pre- and mid-tribulation
beliefs is the idea that after the rapture, Christ will return for
a third time (when also counting the first coming) to set up his
kingdom on the earth.

Some, including many Roman Catholic
theologians, do not believe in a "time of trouble" period as
usually described by tribulationists, but rather that there will be
a near utopian period led by the Antichrist.”

This next interpretation or idea about the
Tribulation is from Christianity.about.com. It’s titled ‘What is
the Tribulation? What Does the Bible Say About an End Times
Tribulation Period?’

 


“Recent world events, especially in the
Middle East have many Christians studying the Bible for an
understanding of end times events. This look at "What is the
Tribulation?" is just the beginning of our study of the Bible and
what it says about the end of this age.

 


The Tribulation, as taught by most Bible
scholars, encompasses a future seven year period when God will
complete his discipline of Israel and final judgment upon the
unbelieving citizens of the world. Those who accept a
Pre-Tribulation Rapture theory believe that Christians who have
trusted Christ as Lord and Savior will escape the Tribulation.

 


Biblical References to the Tribulation:

 


The Day of the
Lord

 


Isaiah
2:12, For the day of the LORD
of hosts shall be upon every one that is proud and lofty, and upon
every one that is lifted up; and he shall be brought
low.

 


Isaiah
13:6, Wail, for the day of
the LORD is at hand! It will come as destruction from the
Almighty.

 


Isaiah
13:9 Behold, the day of the
LORD comes, Cruel, with both wrath and fierce anger To lay the land
desolate And He will destroy its sinners from it.
(Also: Joel,1:15, 2:1, 11, 31, 3:14; 1 Thessalonians 5:2)

 


The final 7-year
period of Daniel's "70 Weeks."Daniel 9:24-27

 


"Seventy 'sevens' are
decreed for your people and your holy city to finish transgression,
to put an end to sin, to atone for wickedness, to bring in
everlasting righteousness, to seal up vision and prophecy and to
anoint the most holy. Know and understand this: From the issuing of
the decree to restore and rebuild Jerusalem until the Anointed One,
the ruler, comes, there will be seven 'sevens,' and sixty-two
'sevens.' It will be rebuilt with streets and a trench, but in
times of trouble. After the sixty-two 'sevens,' the Anointed One
will be cut off and will have nothing. The people of the ruler who
will come will destroy the city and the sanctuary. The end will
come like a flood: War will continue until the end, and desolations
have been decreed. He will confirm a covenant with many for one
'seven.' In the middle of the 'seven' he will put an end to
sacrifice and offering. And on a wing of the temple he will set up
an abomination that causes desolation, until the end that is
decreed is poured out on him."

 


The Great
Tribulation (Referring to the second half of the
seven year period.)

 


Matthew
24:21 For then shall be great
tribulation, such as was not since the beginning of the world to
this time, no, nor ever shall be.

 


Deuteronomy
4:30 When thou art in
tribulation, and all these things are come upon thee, even in the
latter days, if thou turn to the LORD thy God, and shalt be
obedient unto his voice.

 


Daniel
12:1 And at that time shall
Michael stand up, the great prince which standeth for the children
of thy people: and there shall be a time of trouble, such as never
was since there was a nation even to that same time: and at that
time thy people shall be delivered, every one that shall be found
written in the book.

 


Zephaniah
1:15 That day will be a day
of wrath, a day of distress and anguish, a day of trouble and ruin
a day of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and
blackness.

 


Time of Jacob's
Trouble: Jeremiah 30:7 How
awful that day will be! None will
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