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Welcome to the Wonderful World of Sewing Machine Embroidery

If you are new to this delightful art, then get ready, because once you have embroidered your first design, you will find that one is never enough. This book is a valuable resource for your sewing studio, covering all the key elements of machine embroidery, practical tips, real workroom examples, and an entire chapter on how to approach common embroidery scenarios.

The key to success with embroidery is knowing how to plan your project and how to make the right selections. Today, the technology in our machines makes it so easy to change the settings for embroidery; the designs are extremely detailed and lifelike, and you can scan and digitize your own artwork into the machine; the hoops are larger; the threads are more advanced; and stabilizers are better and come with more options. The list goes on. Having a guide to all these options can be a lifeline for newbies and a valuable resource for experienced sewers.

When embroidery machines came out, I wanted one to elevate my sewing projects. I had a first-generation home embroidery sewing machine with the 4" x 4" (10.16 x 10.16cm) hoop. The designs came on an expensive embroidery disk you had to purchase at the store, there were no online downloads, and you would plug the disk into your machine or a converter box. All the accessories were expensive, and converting my machine to embroidery was quite a process of changing screws, feet, and settings. Nonetheless, I was hooked, and everyone received embroidered items that Christmas.
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Bobier Photography

This whimsical dragon quilt was created by Morgan Mahon, my daughter. This design coordinates fabrics and threads with the book covers it was inspired by.




HOW TO USE THIS BOOK

For the purpose of this book, we are going to assume you have a sewing machine with embroidery capabilities and that your machine is serviced and in good working order. You will need to reference your machine manual for your specific embroidery feet, features, and settings. Since there are a variety of machine brands, it would be difficult to address them all here, but we will cover many of the selections in embroidery through this book, and you should easily be able to apply and adapt them to your machine and sewing.

With unlimited design options and fabric/project combinations, you will be able to use this book as a guide to plan and select the right “ingredients” for the perfect embroidery every time. Pay close attention to the topics of basic embroidery selections, thread types, needle choices, and fabric and stabilizer prep to ensure success. Utilize these guides for foolproof decisions every time.

The design gallery is sure to inspire you, and the scenarios in Chapter 7 further aid in applying all you have learned. In Chapter 2, I will show you my time-tested guidelines for planning popular sewing projects that will ensure success every time.

If you are brand-new to embroidery—maybe you purchased an embroidery machine, and it is still in the box because it is intimidating (I have been there)—no worries. I would suggest that you follow the basic monogram project on page 69 as a great beginner project. Select cotton fabric and stabilizer (page 37), and practice stitching this out multiple times until you are comfortable with your machine and how its embroidery features work. From there, you can try the monogram on different fabrics and then delve into any of the inspirational projects or scenarios featured throughout these pages. With embroidery, you can make the design whatever you want it to be.



Amazing Designs sponsored a competition for embroidery featuring their designs, and although it was a total experiment throughout the process, I entered the professional division and won. My prize was $1,000 worth of embroidery designs on floppy disks, which was a huge help at the time because those disks were expensive. I still have them today just for posterity. This experiment got me hooked, and I have been adding embroidery to my designs ever since. I have grown with all the changes and resources as machine embroidery has developed into the wonderful art it is today.

I look at embroidery more than the “plop and drop” of the past. It is something everyone can do. Machine embroidery really is not even sewing. For those who cannot sew garments or quilts, the embroidery machine opens so many creative possibilities through embellishments to premade crafts, home décor, and other garment blanks. As embroidery practices have developed, I found that it can completely change the look of any piece.

I am sharing with you all the core skills to develop and improve your embroidery, and once you master a technique, you can take it beyond the basics to create even more amazing designs. If you are like me, you want to know all the key information needed to get you going and to avoid all the “fluff.” Of course, navigating all the tools, accessories, threads, and techniques is nothing new. I hope this book will serve as a solid manual to help you use and enjoy your embroidery machine. What you will find is a rewarding and lifelong passion of creating infinite designs for your family, friends, and yourself to enjoy.

—Designer Joi




Gallery

A picture is worth a thousand words. These eye-catching embroidered projects convey the unlimited options that an embroidery machine can create with a single strategically placed design or a more complex variation that features multiple designs and hooping. This gallery is sure to inspire your next project.

Custom Floral Embroidered Pageant Gown

Embroidery Designs: Radiant Roses by Laurie Snow Hein for OESD (80144-02 Rose 2) and Super Hoop Roses by OESD (FQ561-48).

Rosanne Plante, Mrs. Agriculture America Elite and Global Beauty Award Winner, models a custom embroidered gown created by me. This custom fabric was created by layering fabric components to build the fabric base with embroidery stitches on top to create the overall look.
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Rosanne Plante
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NOTE: All embroidery design names and numbers are correct at the time of printing.
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Chalkboard Alphabet

Embroidery Designs: Fashion Accents Alphabet by Joi Mahon.

Fonts are one of the most popular uses for machine embroidery with almost unlimited variations in size and style. This custom pattern, created by me, features a simplistic school look with a broken line accent and is fun for kids, monograms, and as a chalkboard fabric companion.

In-the-Hoop Stitch ‘N’ Turn Dolls

Embroidery Designs: Stitch ‘N’ Turn Dolls by OESD (12544).

Create a child’s dream doll with this cute collection of doll parts. Customize the facial features, hair color, skin tone, and dress color by your choice of fabrics. Add leggings for a stylish twist. Create several friends and watch your child be entertained for hours.
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Oklahoma Embroidery Supply & Design (OESD)



Embroidered Sewing Machine Bag

This all-leather sewing machine bag was created to match an embroidered leather sewing machine bodice (on page 85) that I created for a fashion show at Baby Lock Tech. This design features a variety of designs, freestanding lace, fonts, threads, and details.


[image: ]


Baby Layout

Embroidery Designs: Premium Hibiscus by Embroidery Legacy, fonts by OESD.

This child’s collection features several popular project formats that are explored in this book: a monogram dress, a large hibiscus stitched during quilt assembly (similar to appliqué), a customized pillow blank, and allover in-the-hoop quilting.
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Guys Collection: Monogrammed Vest, Necktie, and Handkerchief

Embroidery Designs: Celtic Collection by Amazing Designs.

The dapper guy’s collection features a monogrammed tailored vest, necktie, handkerchief, and cuff links. The custom garment designs are by me.
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Wool Celtic Coat

Embroidery Designs: Celtic Collection by Amazing Designs.

Inspired by a trip to Ireland, I created this stunning wool coat encased with Celtic knot motifs. The designs were plotted out on individual pattern pieces and strategically placed with the overall layout in mind. Most of the motifs were stitched directly onto the wool with additional motif appliqués created to place over the seam lines once the coat was sewn together.
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Kenzie Banks Photography



Embroidered Wedding Gown

Embroidery Designs:

Lydia’s Lace by Evy Hawkins (ABit of Stitch).

This pattern was designed with a mama’s love for a very special day! The design elements in this collection were created and used for Evy’s youngest daughter’s wedding, including the wedding dress! These lace designs are based on the daughter’s whimsical artworks with all their lovely swoops, flourishes, and dots.
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Evy Hawkins/Sarah Jones



Couch Monogrammed Cushions

Embroidery Designs: Monogram M by OESD (12665-13).

Adding designs to a pillow cover is a popular use of machine embroidery for home and for gift giving. You can’t always replace furniture, but you can easily swap out your décor. This quick refresh takes a little over an hour per pillow. Thanks to Miss Penelope for modeling.
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Heritage Collection

Embroidery Designs: Heritage Cottage and Heritage Branch by Joi Mahon. Digitized by John Deer.

A treasured memory, this Irish cottage and tree branch were created from photos of the actual house the Mahons originated from in Ireland, along with an actual tree clipping from a small piece of land my family owns in Northern Ireland. This design is available on my website. Use this as inspiration for your own family legacy and memories to create home items that you will cherish for years to come.
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Medieval Queen Design

Embroidery Designs: Feathers and Flourish by Amanda Murphy for OESD (80094).

Cosplay, costumes, and elaborate designs require a bold use of machine embroidery. This medieval queen design features brilliant flourishes created using free-standing lace techniques and wash-away stabilizers.




CHAPTER 1

The Embroidery Design

An amazing world of machine embroidery awaits you. Your journey begins with learning about the fundamental skills for successful designs. From the pictorial creative gallery offering eye-catching designs to the projects in Chapter 7, this book will help you grow and solidify your skill set for years of enjoyment and the satisfaction that creative machine embroidery provides. It all starts here!

What is Machine Embroidery?

Machine embroidery is the process where a sewing machine, which has the features and ability to do embroidery, is used to create a decorative design on fabric or a stitchable item, or is used to create independent designs, such as lace. Those designs are then affixed to the item being adorned away from the machine.

The machine may be an embroidery machine only or a combination sewing-and-embroidery machine that has a separate embroidery unit attachment. Different qualities and brands of machines have distinctive features. Just like buying a car, an important part of selecting your machine is researching what features you will need, knowing your budget, and reading reviews. A great tip when selecting any sewing machine is to define what you will be using it for and any potential features you could learn to use. If you purchase a machine that not only matches your needs and skills but also has enough extras to grow into, you will not need to replace it for at least a few years.
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Lace created by embroidery can be stitched directly onto an item or created as a freestanding motif for a three-dimensional effect.
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Evy Hawkins

This lovely design is often used as an appliqué on children’s items, making store-bought items special.



The purpose here is to address embroidery for the home sewer. If you run a business or want to sell your embroidery, there are commercial high-speed, multi-needle machines for use in a business setting that usually entail longer running hours on the machine and sew much faster. Maybe that will be in your future once you catch the embroidery bug.
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Evy Hawkins

Strikingly beautiful monograms can be added to napkins and other home décor for a custom touch.



Unlike hand embroidery, machine embroidery is much faster and a great option for those unable to hand stitch or unable to see the needle when stitching by hand. Designs, patterns, and machine features make the possibilities endless. Like hand embroidery, machine embroidery involves stabilizing the fabric and securing it within a hoop to ensure precision during stitching. These steps will be covered in Chapters 3 and 4.


FURTHER LEARNING

For those interested in some hand stitching options, Chapter 6 in Sewing Clothes: Elevate Your Sewing Skills by Joi Mahon provides an array of tutorials.




[image: ]


The BERNINA 790 Pro is an embroidery-only machine that features a detachable embroidery unit and multiple hoop sizes.
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Embroidery Legacy

Machine embroidery designs are created with many different stitches and fills.



THE DESIGN

An embroidery design is created with beautiful threads using a combination of stitches to create texture and effect. Stitches frequently featured in machine embroidery include satin, straight, stem, blanket, feather


Where Do I Get an Embroidery Design?




WHAT I CAN AND CANNOT DO WITH A DESIGN





















MACHINE FILE FORMATS: A DIGITAL LANGUAGE





























How to Use an Embroidery Design

DOWNLOADING AND SAVING THE DESIGN































ORGANIZING YOUR EMBROIDERY DESIGN FILES





SAVING TO AN EXTERNAL STORAGE DEVICE










TRANSFERRING THE DESIGN TO THE SEWING MACHINE



















Digitizing Your Own Designs

WHAT IS DIGITIZING?


























STEP-BY-STEP BREAKDOWN












































Basic Design Editing on Your Machine












































Embroidery Supplies and Scissors












EMBROIDERY SCISSORS
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