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For L. The first four-legged friend I ever had, who shaped a life-long love of dogs ever since. 

And for my parents. Who have continuously supported and guided me throughout my life. (And who got a dog despite my mother being allergic to animal fur.) You taught me what motherly love/sacrifice was from a very young age and I continue to be in awe of it.




AUTHOR’S NOTE
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‘It’ll be grand’ is a phrase with the power to instantly lower your shoulders and melt your worry away, like a snowman on a sun bed. In Ireland, we have mastered throwing in a cheeky little ‘it’ll be grand’ to instantly soften any blow, and it’s about time we celebrated it.

In this book I will cover a variety of areas in Irish life in which the ‘it’ll be grand’ mentality rings true, just like the Angelus bell twice a day, or the new hooter blared at the end of GAA matches that I’m still getting used to.

At its heart, this book is a celebration of the Irish mindset, and our carefree approach to life’s little worries. It’s a light-hearted exploration of the many examples in our history where ‘it’ll be grand’ is exactly what it turned out to be. My own personal experiences will be peppered throughout, showcasing the ‘it’ll be grand’ weapon up my sleeve at all times.

But what qualifies me to write about this topic, I hear you ask? Great question. I have spent the last thirty-two short years of my life (no, it’s definitely short; I’m absolutely still a young person – I’m a walking foetus essentially, right?) uttering these soothing words. This phrase has helped me through some sticky situations and has comforted friends and family through plenty too. I want to join you (and metaphorically hold your hand, if you’re into that sort of thing) on this journey to understanding and marvelling at the endless uses and power of ‘it’ll be grand’.

I hope you also enjoy my illustrations. Drawing these was a very therapeutic experience during many moments of self-doubt as I questioned how the hell I am supposed to write a book. But sure, hey . . . it’ll be grand, am I right? NO, AM I RIGHT, SERIOUSLY?

Please tick your answer:

Yes, she’s grand. [image: ]

This girl is not grand. [image: ]

Thirty-two is definitely still young. [image: ]

(Sorry, just did that last one for you.)* See you on the next page.

Love,

Justine X

[image: Doodle of a girl smiling and waving, with a sign pointing towards her that says ‘me,waving at you, very friendly’]
Footnotes

* I promise I won’t do this at the end of each page.




How to Use this ebook

You can double-tap images to increase their size. To return to the original view, just tap the cross in the top left-hand corner of the screen.




A GRAND INTRODUCTION
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Well, hello there! I didn’t see you come in! You’re looking well! Did you do something with your hair? Well, anyway, my compliments to your hairdresser, but more importantly my compliments to you, because . . . Congratulations! You’ve just purchased The Irish Art of ‘It’ll be Grand’!

Now, I’m sure you have a lot of questions, most pressingly how I’ve got into your home and stuck the kettle on, but all that will be answered in good time. Take your shoes off and get comfy because we have a lot to unpack.

‘It’ll be grand.’ Just three words. But on average spoken 1,442 times per person, per day in Ireland.

Because, to Irish people, ‘it’ll be grand’ is not just three words. When this phrase frolics from our tongue, it injects an instant calmness into our ears and reinforces one of the most identifiable and beloved aspects of our Irish identity: our fatalistic optimism and endurance of hardship with humour. Or, in short: our ‘it’ll be grand’ approach to life.

Sure, people describe ‘the luck of the Irish’, but we Irish know the truth of where that luck originates . . . from our easygoing attitude.

In this book, we’re going to go on a journey. But, don’t worry, you won’t need to take your car. (I see your tax is expired anyway. I’ll say nothing.) On this adventure, you will discover the many uses of the phrase ‘it’ll be grand’, and what this phrase reveals about the Irish identity. Hopefully come the end, and with a little bit of Irish luck, you too will have learned how to embrace the ‘it’ll be grand’ approach to life.

You might be surprised quite how useful our relaxed approach proves to be. From our early days, to navigating personal and political problems, we’ve found a way to journey through life with our very own ‘it’ll be grand’ GPS. After reading this book, you’ll be able to cruise through your own life newly care-free. Now, doesn’t that sound lovely? Sure, the GPS gets it wrong sometimes, but for the most part it’ll show that worrying will get you nowhere fast, that shortcut to serenity is half the battle.

So with all the housekeeping out of the way (and it’s a lovely house you have here, by the way – did I mention that?) let’s get stuck in!




CHAPTER 1

A GRAND UNDERSTANDING
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Now don’t freak out . . . but this chapter is going to be a little lesson. Hey, I said don’t freak out! There won’t be any test or homework, so you can stop those exam nightmares right away.

But this lesson is important. Before the art of ‘it’ll be grand’ can help you change your life,* it’s important to understand what the word really means here in Ireland.

Our relationship with the word is unique.

Just like how there are many different ways to say ‘water’ in the Irish language (‘glumag’ is a personal favourite of mine) there are about 109 ways to describe what ‘it’ll be grand’ really means.

In any other country, the word ‘grand’ has a far more definitive meaning. The Oxford Dictionary of English defines it as: ‘impressive and large . . . very good, great; excellent’. But that’s Oxford for you – of course they would say that. Let’s take a movie here to paint a picture . . .

The Grand Budapest Hotel (2014) depicts a toweringly large, luxurious destination for the rich and aristocratic. We see a huge, booming hotel full of important people and people who wish they were important. The word ‘grand’ is slapped on the hotel to emphasise both its extensive size and the high quality of care offered to guests.

However, The Grand Irish Hotel would more likely be described as ‘ah sure, the room had a kettle and the fry was decent – an extra sausage wouldn’t have gone astray, though’.

Here we can see our idea of ‘grand’ is very different. The Irish are inherently cautious of luxury. People who seek out glamorous experiences are not to be trusted. We’re not used to overly fancy things, and the idea of being served avocado toast on sourdough is enough to cause notion sickness. Are we afraid we might just enjoy the experience? Maybe.

Having ‘notions’ is a cutting insult in Ireland, just like being called ‘no craic’ or ‘harmless’. I’m shuddering even as I type them. In his 1926 play The Plough and the Stars, Sean O’Casey says of a character, ‘such notions of upperosity she is getting’, a wonderfully poetic way of saying she has notions and is not to be trusted. Irish people are inherently cautious around people with ideas above their station, who seek to stand out. As such, we do not abide by the definition of ‘grand’ as used in Wes Anderson’s hotel because ‘grand’ in this context is not a thing with which we want to be associated.

‘Grand’ in Ireland, instead, has a far more minimal meaning. The Justine Stafford Dictionary defines it as ‘arah, okay, decent, wonderful’. It is a hugely flexible word, which, depending on context and tone, can mean anything from ‘good’ to ‘good enough’ (Will we go for a pint? Grand so.), or even ‘underwhelming’ and ‘deeply disappointing’ (Ah, I suppose it was grand, like).

We often use the word ‘grand’ to downplay something great in our lives



THE GRAND SCALE











	


	


	





	


	


	





	


	


	





	


	


	





	


	


	





	


	


	





	


	


	





	


	


	





	


	


	





	


	


	
























	To describe a lovely day

	To express gratitude

	To describe an outfit

	To describe an outfit’s functionality

	To describe monetary value

	To express wishful thinking
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Footnotes
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