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			Among the voices of America’s past, few are as arresting and distinctive as that of the freedman Henry Adams. Born into slavery, he experienced emancipation as a young man, enlisted in the United States Army, and in the 1870s became a grassroots organizer of such stature in the Reconstruction and post-Reconstruction Deep South that the United States Senate summoned him to Washington, D.C., to testify about the struggles of Black Americans and a movement they were building to flee the South for safer and more secure places elsewhere. Over two grueling days before the Senate panel, sometimes in the face of hostile and skeptical questioning, Adams told of the wrenching conditions freed people faced in the post-slavery world, the economic exploitation and racist violence they suffered, and their determination through a variety of means to give the promise of freedom a reality. In so doing, Adams provides us with a revelatory window onto the lives of newly emancipated people and a powerful example of the important mark he, and others like him, left on our history.1


			Henry Adams called himself a “laborer,” an occupation encompassing the worlds of enslavement and its aftermath for most Black people in the nineteenth-century United States. Initially known as Henry Houston, he was born in rural Jasper County, Georgia, in 1843, southeast of Atlanta, and spent his first seven years there before his enslaver took him and his family west to DeSoto Parish, Louisiana, in the northwest corner of that state. Like most enslaved children, Adams worked in the fields from a young age, although there were several developments in his early life that helped shape the course of his future. For one thing, his father preached the gospel to other enslaved people despite intimidation from local whites. Perhaps even more important, Adams’s owner, Caleb Adams, died in 1858 and both he and his father became the property of his enslaver’s young daughter, who hired them out to neighboring planters until emancipation came in 1865. (Adams’s mother became the property of one of Caleb’s sons.) Adams managed to acquire some personal property while still enslaved, and thereby brought into freedom both material resources and a very independent disposition. “I feared God but not man,” he told a local planter.2


			An independent disposition did not, however, ease Adams’s transition from slavery to freedom. If anything, it invited terrorist repression from white people who demanded submission rather than independence. Refusing to sign a labor contract that would consign him to the fields, Adams traveled the roads of DeSoto and Caddo parishes, at times heading to the town of Shreveport, hoping to fashion a livelihood of his own design. For this, Adams was harassed, robbed, and beaten while witnessing many other “outrages” brought upon freed people whether they signed labor contracts or not. The United States Army was his next stop; Adams enlisted in September 1866.


			Adams’s time in the army proved to be another of his life’s turning points. Over the course of his three-year term of enlistment, he served in three regiments and rose to the rank of quartermaster-sergeant, about as high a position as a Black man could hold in the U.S. armed forces. More significantly, Adams learned how to read and write and, feeling the inveterate hostility of white Louisianans while wearing the emblems of federal authority, he and a number of other Black soldiers (“a parcel of we men”) formed a secret committee once they were discharged to take the measure of Black life in the South.


			By Adams’s telling, the secret committee attracted as many as 500 members, perhaps 150 of whom began to travel the southern states “to see what sort of living our people lived.” In the meantime, Adams split rails and managed a plantation, bought a town lot in Shreveport with the benefit of his army bounty, and, moving around the Mississippi and Red River Valleys, helped freed people negotiate labor contracts. Although he later claimed that he never had anything to do with politics except going to vote, Adams also became a source of support and enlightenment for local freedmen after the Reconstruction Acts of 1867 and the Louisiana Constitution of 1868 extended the franchise to them. He spoke with the freed people about their new rights; introduced them to the Republican Party, which had organized the defeat of the Confederacy and the Reconstruction of the South; established Republican clubs; and served as an election supervisor.


			Nonetheless, reports filtering in from secret committee members in the field confirmed Adams’s own sense of Black prospects in Louisiana: they were “very bad.” Black men had registered to vote in remarkable numbers and went to the polls in defiance of their white employers. Indeed, in the Red River Valley and in many other areas of rural Louisiana where Black people outnumbered whites, they also elected representatives to the state legislature and parish offices. Yet, as Adams also recognized, Black political empowerment triggered white paramilitary violence—including the notorious White League in Louisiana—to lethal and devastating effect. And it became increasingly clear that their white Republican allies, in the state and the nation, were often unwilling or unable to meet force with force, leaving Black people to the tender mercies of their former enslavers.3


			Adams would continue to support and canvass for the Republican Party for several more years, but in 1874 he and his committee comrades called a meeting in Shreveport and established a Colonization Council. Believing it was “utterly impossible” to live with the white people of Louisiana, they sent a petition to President Ulysses S. Grant asking to be “removed to a territory where they could live” by themselves, either within the United States or to Liberia “if no better place could be given them.” Three years later, the Council tried again. A meeting of five thousand people drew up a set of resolutions and sent it to President Rutherford B. Hayes requesting the appropriation of “some Territory in which we may colonize our race” or the “means whereby we can colonize in Liberia or some other country” if the rights granted them by the Constitution could not be guaranteed. Several hundred names were appended to the document, representing, according to the Council, “69,000 colored people of the South.” Henry Adams and his council, that is to say, promoted and hoped to lead what could have been the first “great migration” of freed Black Americans.


			Why Liberia? In 1816, white political leaders from the North and South who hoped that slavery would eventually end but feared the presence of emancipated people of African descent formed the American Colonization Society. Their plan was to set up a colony on the coast of West Africa and encourage free people of color from the United States to move there, beginning a process that would tie “colonization” to emancipation and thereby convince whites to embrace antislavery. Before the Civil War a few thousand Black people immigrated to Liberia, which became an independent republic in 1847. But once emancipation occurred, the American Colonization Society continued to work toward Black resettlement. And whereas colonization there had previously been viewed by most Black Americans as a form of expulsion, it was now increasingly seen by many as a means of escape. Thousands had learned of Liberia and the work of the American Colonization Society, and hundreds wrote to the ACS for information about how they might gain support for emigration. Henry Adams was one of them.4


			As the efforts of the Colonization Council took shape, interest in emigration from the South grew and was in evidence well beyond Louisiana: in North Carolina, Tennessee, Arkansas, Mississippi, and Texas most prominently, though, in truth, it was to be found throughout the South, and especially in the plantation districts. The greatest organizational activity—meetings, conventions, clubs—focused on Liberia but desperate Blacks, especially in North Carolina and the Lower Mississippi Valley, looked as well to Indiana and especially to Kansas. So widespread was this movement and so worrisome was it to southern landowners that it caught the attention of state legislatures and eventually the U.S. Senate, where in 1879 a select committee was tasked with investigating “the Causes of the Removal of the Negroes from the Southern States to the Northern States.” Among the witnesses subpoenaed to appear before the committee was Henry Adams, and his deep and stunning testimony, as well as the written statements he presented to support his claims, appear in the following pages of this book.


			The United States Senate committee was composed of five members and, responding to reports of growing interest in emigration and especially of specific movements that appeared to be under way from North Carolina to Indiana and from Tennessee and the lower Mississippi Valley to Kansas, they hoped to determine why this was happening. To what extent was economic and political turmoil in the South to blame? Why were destinations like Indiana and Kansas chosen and how were they to be reached? How widespread was the desire among southern Blacks to relocate and what did they hope to find? What would this mean for the southern states and for the people, Black or white, who lived there?


			The Senate committee included three Democrats, Daniel Voorhees of Indiana, George Pendleton of Ohio, and Zebulon Vance of North Carolina, and two Republicans, William Windom of Minnesota and Henry W. Blair of New Hampshire. The committee began to hear testimony on January 19, 1880, and continued to do so until April 27. Appearing before them were federal officials, local men of prominence, ministers, lawyers, railroad agents, journalists, and Black political leaders. All told, the committee heard from 153 witnesses from six southern and three northern states. On June 1 the committee published three large volumes of testimony along with its majority and minority reports.


			Not surprisingly, the reports reflected the deep partisan divides in Congress and the country at large. The six-page majority report, signed by the three Democrats, blamed Black emigration on the political designs of Republicans, particularly those who were interested in tipping the electoral balance in Indiana from the Democrats to the Republicans. They insisted that, while the aftermath of “a bitter and desolating civil war” continued to set hurdles in the paths of Blacks and whites alike, the rights and prospects of freed people were not being imperiled. Black people were “gradually and steadily improving in every respect,” were receiving fair pay for their labor, had few grievances about their treatment by white planters, and were able to participate fully in the politics of their counties and states. There was, they argued, no need for “any further attempts at legislation or agitation of this subject”; Black people were content to stay put and had no reason to fear for their future. “The sooner they are taught to know that their true interest is promoted by cultivating the friendship of their white neighbors instead of their enmity,” the majority averred, “the sooner they will gain that friendship and [achieve] civilization and advancement.”


			The seventeen-page minority report, submitted by the two Republican senators, offered wholly different conclusions. They rejected the Democratic claim regarding Indiana and North Carolina as gross partisanship. Instead, they emphasized the many thousands of Black people who had set their eyes on Kansas, lined the Mississippi River looking for possible transportation, and hoped to find new and better lives in the state that had long been associated with militant abolitionism, thanks to John Brown’s raids and the larger antislavery struggle of the 1850s. The minority report told of the “intolerable hardships, injustice, and suffering inflicted upon” Black people “by a class of Democrats in the South.” Their labor was being mercilessly exploited. They were being reduced to near peonage. They were being denied education and justice. And they were being persecuted politically.


			Although one of the Republican committee members, William Windom of Minnesota, had previously introduced a resolution in the Senate calling for an inquiry into “the expediency and practicability” of encouraging Black migration from the South into the western territories, the minority report did not call for congressional action to that end. Rather, it concluded that there “is but one remedy for the exodus—fair treatment of the negro.” But as the minority report began to lay out its case, the testimony that it believed could show the “real origin of the exodus movement and the organizations at the South which have promoted it” came from a man they described as “an uneducated colored laborer, but a man of very unusual natural abilities, and, so far as the committee could learn, entirely reliable and truthful.” It came from Henry Adams, in many ways their star witness.


			Adams sat down before the committee on March 12, 1880, and responded to their questions over the course of two long days, although Ohio’s Pendleton was absent both days. Adams also introduced extensive documentation to support his claims about conditions in the South that provoked the exodus, including two lengthy narratives of “outrages” committed against Black men and women, a list of 683 specific cases of victimization, and eleven affidavits from other Black people. Indeed, he had collected, for more than a decade, a veritable archive of information from different parts of the Deep South that he managed to hold on to despite his lengthy travels along the back roads and the harassment and abuse he suffered in the process. His searing words exposed the day-to-day travails that Black people in the South endured, the denial of their civil and political rights, and their subjection to continuous violence at the hands of white terrorists. All of this in the face of the obvious doubts and hostility of the committee’s Democratic interrogators, not least Senator Vance, previously governor of North Carolina under the Confederacy. Yet, as the testimony shows, Adams did not back down or bend the knee.5


			Adams’s testimony and archive are far more than catalogues of Black exploitation and repression at the hands of former enslavers and white Democrats. They present a multilayered picture of Black political activism and struggle, a picture that confounds long-standing assumptions about Black disorientation and submission to the ploys of white politicians, whether Democrats or Republicans. Through Adams’s testimony, we can see grassroots organizing around labor relations, around voting and officeholding, around the development of party loyalty, and more generally against the repressive demands of southern whites. And we can see emerging, little by little, political knowledge of the post-emancipation South, of the experiences of Black people in different parts of it, of the debates over what freedom meant for the formerly enslaved, and of the many initiatives that leaders like Adams took to address potential allies in pursuit of their goals. We can hear of Adams and some of his fellow veterans setting out, over many miles and at considerable personal cost, to assess the condition of freedmen and -women; of the establishment of the Colonization Council and the petitions collected and submitted to Ulysses S. Grant, Rutherford B. Hayes, and both houses of Congress; of meetings that were held, discussions that took place, and plans that were devised. Quite simply, there is no other sustained documentary evidence of grassroots activism—economic, political, and social—from the perspective of a laborer to match what Henry Adams provides us here.


			Adams’s remarkable testimony reminds us, too, of the vast and highly significant historical record created during the Civil War and Reconstruction. Beforehand, much of what we could learn about Black life in the slave South came either from white observers (including enslavers) and fugitives from enslavement like Frederick Douglass or Harriet Jacobs who penned gripping autobiographies that energized the abolitionist movement. The Confederate rebellion and the outbreak of the Civil War, however, changed everything. The U.S. Army kept voluminous records of its military undertakings, but even though the administration of Abraham Lincoln initially hoped to keep matters of slavery and the enslaved themselves as far out of the conflict as possible—its main goal was to put down the rebellion by armed force—that proved to be impossible. As the Union army advanced into Confederate-held territory, enslaved people began to flee to their lines where they believed freedom might be obtained. The military records help document the scale and ambitions of the actions enslaved people took, their reports of life under slavery, and their understanding of the national struggle over slavery’s future, including ideas about who their political allies might be. They would also provide an expansive view of the process of Black enlistment—of the formerly enslaved and of free people of color—that would help turn the tide of the war and put issues of civil and political rights on the table. And as the Lincoln administration increasingly recognized that the Confederate rebellion could not be defeated without taking slavery down along with it, government officials and social reformers began to fan out across the southern states to interview Black men and women about their experiences under slavery and their visions of freedom. The American Freedman’s Inquiry Commission, created in 1863, collected especially important testimony and led to the establishment of the Freedman’s Bureau in the final months of the war.6


			Reconstruction, which effectively commenced when the Union army first marched across ground claimed by the Confederacy and continued with greater force after the Emancipation Proclamation in 1863, gave freed people more opportunities to register their experiences and perspectives. The battle between Republicans in Congress and President Andrew Johnson over federal policies initiated more investigations, like those of the Joint Committee on Reconstruction, which included Black witnesses and led to the drafting of the Fourteenth Amendment.7 The Reconstruction Acts of 1867, which put nearly all of the rebellious South under martial law and enfranchised the freedmen, did even more to generate a historical record, as U.S. Army officers were put in charge of registering eligible Black voters and protecting their rights. The rise of white terrorist organizations like the Ku Klux Klan that set their sights on Black political leaders and voters—and thereby threatened Republican power nationally—led to a large-scale congressional investigation with hundreds of Black witnesses from states across the Deep South.8 And the mobilization of Black voters by the Republican Party and the political power that Black people gained as a result—elected to local, state, and national offices, selected to serve on juries—turned elections into paramilitary warfare, as Black voters were harassed and murdered and Black officeholders were expelled or killed. As a result, Republicans in Congress initiated investigations into a number of elections in the South—including contests in Louisiana—and enable us to read the accounts of Blacks and whites who bore witness to the political turmoil and were often victimized themselves.9 Years later, when W.E.B. Du Bois wrote his pathbreaking Black Reconstruction in America, 1860–1880 (1935), he chided historians for ignoring the many sources available in the National Archives and in print that called into question the racist interpretations of the period that had—like the film The Birth of a Nation—become the conventional wisdom of the country. Henry Adams’s testimony and the larger investigation of the ”Negro Exodus” are examples of this enormous archive and especially vivid firsthand renderings of Black struggle.


			The “great migration” that Henry Adams and his followers had imagined and hoped for did not, in the end, occur. Although many thousands of Black people did line the banks of the Mississippi River for many miles, only about six thousand of them succeeded in making it to Kansas. And although hundreds of Black people, speaking on behalf of the communities in which they lived, contacted the American Colonization Society for information about emigrating to Liberia, only a comparative handful made it to points of departure and embarked on the journey. The costs of migrating were too considerable, the ship departure dates too difficult to manage for farming people, and the support that the American Colonization Society could provide steadily diminished after the economic panic of 1873 and the subsequent depression.10 Nonetheless, Adams continued to promote emigration while struggling to make a living. Exiled from Shreveport because of his political activism, he found occasional work in the New Orleans custom house and mint as well as on the levees designed to protect the city against river flooding. The last written record of him is a letter to the ACS on August 27, 1884, in which he predicted that the election of a Democratic president would renew interest in Liberia among “the Laboring Classes of Color.” We know nothing about when or how he died.


			But for the nearly two decades that he served in the U.S. Army and organized on the ground in the Deep South, Adams—thanks to the testimony and appended evidence printed here—opens a window unlike any other onto the worlds of the newly emancipated as they battled for a freedom they had envisioned and struggled against great odds to achieve. In a sense, like his Brahmin namesake, Henry Adams gives us the fruits of his intense education about our country, an education derived not at Harvard or among the privileged and powerful in Washington and London, but on plantations and farms, in churches and homesteads, at clandestine meetings and polling places. It was an education both about some of the darkest times and failed promises of our history and about some of the remarkable efforts by some of the most “invisible” but extraordinary people to realize what we like to think our country is all about. Henry Adams’s education is therefore ours as well, one of hope as well as heartbreak, and a necessary reminder that those who can best grasp the full possibilities of freedom are often those who have been most brutally denied it.


			NOTES


			1. Henry Adams and the movement he helped to build are best treated in Nell Irvin Painter, Exodusters: Black Migration to Kansas After Reconstruction (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1977) and Steven Hahn, A Nation Under Our Feet: Black Political Struggles in the Rural South from Slavery to the Great Migration (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 2003), 317–63. But also see Robert G. Athearn, In Search of Canaan: Black Migration to Kansas, 1879–80 (Lawrence, KS: The Regents Press of Kansas, 1978); William Cohen, At Freedom’s Edge: Black Mobility and the Southern White Quest for Racial Control, 1861–1915 (Baton Rouge, LA: Louisiana State University Press, 1991); Kenneth C. Barnes, Journey of Hope: The Back-to-Africa Movement in Arkansas in the Late 1800s (Chapel Hill, NC: The University of North Carolina Press, 2004).


			2. It was common for slaves to do extra work, sell produce from their provision grounds, and turn some of the pay from being hired out to acquire small amounts of property. See, for example, Dylan C. Penningroth, Claims of Kinfolk: African American Property and Community in the Nineteenth-Century South (Chapel Hill, NC: The University of North Carolina Press, 2003); The Slaves’ Economy: Independent Production by Slaves in the Americas, ed. Ira Berlin and Philip D. Morgan (London: Frank Cass, 1991); Justene Hill Edwards, Unfree Markets: The Slaves’ Economy and the Rise of Capitalism in South Carolina (New York: Columbia University Press, 2021).


			3. On Reconstruction violence in Louisiana and the Red River Valley, see Ted Tunnell, Crucible of Reconstruction: War, Radicalism and Race in Louisiana, 1862–1877 (Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 1984); Nicholas Lemann, Redemption: The Last Battle of the Civil War (New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2006); and LeeAnna Keith, The Colfax Massacre: The Untold Story of Black Power, White Terror, and the Death of Reconstruction (New York: Oxford University Press, 2008).


			4. On the American Colonization Society and its efforts to promote the emigration of free people of color to Liberia, see Eric Burin, Slavery and the Peculiar Solution: A History of the American Colonization Society (Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 2005); David Brion Davis, The Problem of Slavery in the Age of Emancipation (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 2014); and Floyd J. Miller, The Search for a Black Nationality: Black Emigration and Colonization, 1787–1863 (Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 1975).


			5. While serving as an undercover scout for the U.S. Army in 1875 Adams wrote an earlier version of the “Statement of Affairs and Outrages in the South, 1866” that he would submit to the Senate committee in 1880. It was included in an extensive report on political violence in Louisiana that was sent to Congress by President Grant in 1877. Adams prefaced his earlier account with a characteristically defiant note:


			SHREVEPORT, LA., CADDO PARISH.


			GENTLEMEN: Let me say to you and to the good people of the North, I did this with no fear. I did it with honesty, and did it because I thought that such things should be reported to the people at large; but I [word missing, probably “say”] to you, and to you, gentlemen, and to the officers of the military service, if these documents is published to the world at large and my name signed to them, I cannot live no longer in the Southern States, because I would be killed by the white people of the Southern States and never be allowed to travel through the South no more. But if it is necessary for to publish my name at the world at large, publish it, sink or swim, live or die.


			Yours, truly, HENRY ADAMS


			6. The American Freedman’s Inquiry Commission submitted its final report to Secretary of War Edwin M. Stanton in 1864; its manuscript records are located in the Houghton Library at Harvard University. Many of the extraordinary documents from this period that are in the National Archives can be found in the multivolume Freedom: A Documentary History of Emancipation, 1861–1867 (New York and Chapel Hill: Cambridge University Press and University of North Carolina Press, 1982–2013).


			7. House of Representatives, Report of the Joint Committee on Reconstruction, Report No. 30, 39th Congress, 1st Session (Washington, D.C.: Government Printing Office, 1866).


			8. The investigation of the Ku Klux Klan can be found in U.S. Senate, Report of the Joint Select Committee to Inquire into the Condition of Affairs in the Late Insurrectionary States, Report No. 41, 42nd Congress, 2nd Session (13 vols., Washington, D.C.: Government Printing Office, 1872).


			9. See, for example, Report of the United States Senate Committee to Inquire into Alleged Frauds and Violence in the Elections of 1878, with the Testimony and Documentary Evidence, Volume I: Louisiana, Report No. 855, 45th Congress, 3rd Session (Washington, D.C.: Government Printing Office, 1879).


			10. The incoming correspondence of the American Colonization Society includes hundreds of letters from southern Blacks who were interested in emigration to Liberia. They discussed their current circumstances, the nature of their communities and religious lives, and often listed the names of individuals and families who wished to emigrate. The letters also offer a wrenching view of the challenges that prospective emigrants faced. The correspondence can be found in the Papers of the American Colonization Society in the Library of Congress in Washington, D.C. Interested readers may also consult The African Repository, the official journal of the American Colonization Society, which was published from 1825 to 1892.


			THE TESTIMONY OF HENRY ADAMS, FREEDMAN


			PART I


			Testimony before the Senate Select Committee
to Investigate the Causes which have led to
the Emigration of Negroes from the Southern
to the Northern States, Washington, D.C.,
March 12–13, 1880


			TESTIMONY OF HENRY ADAMS.


			HENRY ADAMS (colored) sworn and examined.


			BY MR. WINDOM:*


			Question. State your full name.—Answer. Henry Adams.


			Q. What is your residence?


			A. Shreveport, Caddo Parish, Louisiana.


			Q. How long have you lived there, Mr. Adams?


			A. I first went there in 1865—the latter part of 1865.


			Q. Where were you born?


			A. In Georgia.


			Q. Did you go from Georgia to this place in 1865?


			A. No, sir.


			Q. Where did you live?


			A. In De Soto Parish, Louisiana.


			Q. How long did you live there?


			A. Well, I left Georgia—I don’t exactly remember the date when I left Georgia—but I landed in Louisiana in 1850, when I was a little boy only seven years old.


			Q. And you had lived in Georgia prior to that?


			A. Yes, sir; ever since I was born I had lived in Georgia.


			Q. Then your life has been spent in Georgia and Louisiana mainly?


			A. I went to Texas and lived in Texas some, too.


			Q. What is your business, Mr. Adams?


			A. I am a laborer. I was raised on a farm and have been at hard work all my life.


			Q. Now tell us, Mr. Adams, what, if anything, you know about the exodus of the colored people from the Southern to the Northern and Western States; and be good enough to tell us in the first place what you know about the organization of any committee or society among the colored people themselves for the purpose of bettering their condition, and why it was organized. Just give us a history of that as you understand it.


			A. Well, in 1870, I believe it was, or about that year, after I had left the Army—I went into the Army in 1866 and came out the last of 1869—and went right back home again where I went from, Shreveport; I enlisted there, and went back there. I enlisted in the Regular Army, and then I went back after I came out of the Army. After we had come out a parcel of we men that was in the Army and other men thought that the way our people had been treated during the time we was in service—we heard so much talk of how they had been treated and opposed so much and there was no help for it—that caused me to go into the Army at first, the way our people was opposed. There was so much going on that I went off and left it; when I came back it was still going on, part of it, not quite so bad as at first. So a parcel of us got together and said that we would organize ourselves into a committee and look into affairs and see the true condition of our race, to see whether it was possible we could stay under a people who had held us under bondage or not. Then we did so and organized a committee.


			Q. What did you call your committee?


			A. We just called it a committee, that is all we called it, and it remained so; it increased to a large extent, and remained so. Some of the members of the committee was ordered by the committee to go into every State in the South where we had been slaves there, and post one another from time to time about the true condition of our race, and nothing but the truth.


			Q. You mean some members of your committee?


			A. That committee; yes, sir.


			Q. They traveled over the other States?


			A. Yes, sir; and we worked some of us, worked our way from place to place and went from State to State and worked—some of them did—amongst our people in the fields, everywhere, to see what sort of living our people lived; whether we could remain in the South amongst the people who had held us as slaves or not. We continued that on till 1874.


			Q. Now, before you come to 1874, let me ask how extensive was the operation of your committee? Did they go into almost all the Southern States?


			A. Nearly all of the States we could get reports from as to how our race was living there.


			Q. Whom did you report to?


			A. To the committee; we reported to the committee there.


			Q. To the committee at Shreveport?


			A. Yes. The reports were sent, and our committee met, so that they would be read at the meeting.


			Q. Were they addressed to the committee or to some individual?


			A. They were addressed to some individual of the committee—just addressed to the members or ones that we knowed belonged to the committee, and knowed would get the letters we would write to them.


			Q. Was the object of that committee at that time to remove your people from the South, or what was it?


			A. O, no, sir; not then; we just wanted to see whether there was any State in the South where we could get a living and enjoy our rights.


			Q. The object, then, was to find out the best places in the South where you could live?


			A. Yes, sir; where we could live and get along well there and to investigate our affairs—not to go nowhere till we saw whether we could stand it.


			Q. How were the expenses of these men paid?


			A. Every one paid his own expenses, except the one we sent to Louisiana and Mississippi. We took money out of our pockets and sent him, and said to him you must now go to work. You can’t find out anything till you get amongst them. You can talk as much as you please, but you have got to go right into the field and work with them and sleep with them to know all about them.


			Q. Have you any idea how many of your people went out in that way?


			A. At one time there was five hundred of us.


			Q. Do you mean five hundred belonging to your committee?


			A. Yes, sir.


			Q. I want to know how many traveled in that way to get at the condition of your people in the Southern States?


			A. I think about one hundred or one hundred and fifty went from one place or another.


			Q. And they went from one place to another, working their way and paying their expenses and reporting to the common center at Shreveport, do you mean?


			A. Yes, sir.


			Q. What was the character of the information that they gave you?


			A. Well, the character of the information they brought to us was very bad, sir.


			Q. In what respect?


			A. They said that in other parts of the country where they traveled through, and what they saw they was comparing with what we saw and what we had seen in the part where we lived; we knowed what that was; and they cited several things that they saw in their travels; it was very bad.


			Q. Do you remember any of these reports that you got from members of your committee?


			A. Yes, sir; they said in several parts where they was that the land rent was still higher there in that part of the country than it was where we first organized it, and the people was still being whipped, some of them, by the old owners, the men that had owned them as slaves, and some of them was being cheated out of their crops just the same as they was there.


			Q. Was anything said about their personal and political rights in these reports, as to how they were treated about these?


			A. Yes; some of them stated that in some parts of the country where they voted they would be shot. Some of them stated that if they voted the Democratic ticket they would not be injured.


			Q. But that they would be shot, or might be shot, if they voted the Republican ticket?


			A. Yes, sir.


			Q. State what was the general character of these reports—I have not yet got down to your organization of 1874—whether what you have given was the general character; were there some safer places found that seemed a little better?


			A. Some of the places, of course, were a little better than others. Some men that owned some of the plantations would treat the people pretty well in some parts. We found that they would try to pay what they promised from time to time; some they didn’t pay near what they promised; and in some places the families—some families—would make from five to a hundred bales of cotton to the family; then at the end of the year they would pay the owner of the land out of that amount at the end of the year, maybe one hundred dollars. Cotton was selling then at twenty-five cents a pound, and at the end of the year when they came to settle up with the owner of the land, they would not get one dollar sometimes, and sometimes they would get thirty dollars, and sometimes a hundred dollars out of a hundred bales of cotton.


			Q. What were the best localities that you heard from, if you remember, where they were treated the best?


			A. In Virginia was what they stated was the State that treated them best in the South; Virginia, and Missouri, and Kentucky, and Tennessee.


			Q. There the treatment was better was it?


			A. Yes, sir; it was better there.


			Q. Had you any reports from North Carolina?


			A. Some few from North Carolina.


			Q. Do you remember anything about them; or is your knowledge of that State only general?


			A. Well, they reported that some parts of North Carolina was very bad and other parts was very good.


			BY MR. VANCE:*


			Q. What year was that in?


			A. When the reports was made, do you mean?


			Q. Yes, sir.


			A. From 1870 to 1874.


			BY MR. WINDOM:


			Q. During that period, from 1870 to 1874, was that what was known as the ku-klux period in the South?


			A. The ku-klux was raging there in 1865, ’66, ’67, ’68, and ’69.†


			Q. Well, what followed that—what organization as enemies of your race, as you regarded them, followed the ku-klux, as you remember?


			A. The white league.


			Q. Were there any other organizations of that kind?


			A. Any other bull-dozing organization?


			Q. Yes; any other white organizations that were abusing or murdering the colored people, that you know of ?


			A. I don’t know of none, only the white league; still there was the same connection—they had other names besides the “white league,” but they had so many kind of names.


			Q. Do you remember any other names they went by?


			A. Except ku-klux?


			Q. Yes.


			A. Well, since that time, of course it has passed as “bulldozing.”


			Q. I am speaking now of the period from 1870 to 1874, and you have given us the general character of the reports that you got from the South; what did you do in 1874?


			A. Well, along in August sometime in 1874, after the white league sprung up, they organized and said this is a white man’s government, and the colored men should not hold any offices; they were no good but to work in the fields and take what they would give them and vote the Democratic ticket. That’s what they would make public speeches and say to us, and we would hear them. We then organized an organization called the colonization council.


			Q. What was the difference between that organization and your committee, as to its objects?


			A. Well, the committee was to investigate the condition of our race.


			Q. And this organization was then to better your condition after you had found out what that condition was?


			A. Yes, sir.


			Q. The result of this investigation during these four years by your committee was the organization of this colonization council. Is that the way you wish me to understand it?


			A. It caused it to be organized.


			Q. It caused it to be organized. Now, what was the purpose of this colonization council?


			A. Well, it was to better our condition.


			Q. In what way did you propose to do it?


			A. We first organized and adopted a plan to appeal to the President of the United States and to Congress to help us out of our distress, or protect us in our rights and privileges.


			Q. Your council appealed first to the President and to Congress for protection and relief from this distressed condition in which you found yourselves, and to protect you in the enjoyment of your rights and privileges?


			A. Yes, sir.


			Q. Well, what other plan had you?


			A. And if that failed our idea was then to ask them to set apart a territory in the United States for us, somewhere where we could go and live with our families.


			Q. You preferred to go off somewhere by yourselves?


			A. Yes.


			Q. Well, what then?


			A. If that failed, our other object was to ask for an appropriation of money to ship us all to Liberia, in Africa; somewhere where we could live in peace and quiet.


			Q. Well, and what after that?


			A. When that failed then our idea was to appeal to other governments outside of the United States to help us to get away from the United States and go there and live under their flag.


			Q. Have you given us all the objects of this colonization council?


			A. That is just what we was organized for, to better our condition one way or another.


			Q. At the time you organized you had no idea of going into the Northern States, had you?


			A. Yes, sir; we thought maybe the government would set apart a territory for us, or else say that we could go to some State or other and they would assist us in getting there.


			Q. Then, if I understand you aright, your first object was to appeal to the President and to Congress for relief. Failing in that, you would then ask to have a territory set apart for you?


			A. Yes.


			Q. Failing in that, you would ask to be sent abroad under some other flag where you could be protected in your rights as men and citizens?


			A. Yes.


			Mr. BLAIR.* No; you have forgotten the proposition to Liberia.


			Mr. WINDOM. Yes; it escaped me for the moment; that was the other proposition, to go to Liberia.


			Q. Well, what did your council do now under these various modes of relief which they had marked out for themselves?


			A. Well, we appealed, as we promised.


			Q. Did you make any appeal to Congress and to the President?


			A. Yes, sir.


			Q. Who, in your association, authorized that appeal; how was it gotten up?


			A. It was gotten up by resolution.


			Q. By resolution?


			A. Yes, sir; and just passed by the organization.


			Q. Well, by “the organization,” what do you mean?


			A. I mean the members of it.


			Q. Did they have meetings?


			A. Yes, sir.


			Q. How were these meetings held and where did they hold them?


			A. We held them in rooms and houses.


			Q. Were they secret meetings or public?


			A. We didn’t allow nobody in there but our friends. If he was not a member he couldn’t get in until we came out in public. When we called a public meeting we came out to the park or anywhere, and didn’t care who heard. Then anybody could participate who believed in our movement. There was no meetings held of our members that allowed anybody but our members unless it was somebody that wanted to give us some of their views.


			Q. Now, let us understand more distinctly, before we go any further, the kind of people who composed that association. The committee, as I understand you, was composed entirely of laboring people?


			A. Yes, sir.


			Q. Did it include any politicians of either color, white or black?


			A. No politicianers didn’t belong to it, because we didn’t allow them to know nothing about it, because we was afraid that if we allowed the colored politicianer to belong to it he would tell it to the Republican politicianers, and from that the men that was doing all this to us would get hold of it, too, and then get after us.


			Q. So you did not trust any politicians, white or black?


			A. No; we didn’t trust any of them.


			Q. That was the condition of things during the time the committee were at work in 1870 to 1874?


			A. Yes, that was the condition.


			Q. Now, when you organized the council what kind of people were taken into it?


			A. Nobody but laboring men.


			Q. You did not extend the kind of membership; you did not take in the politicians?


			A. Nobody that had held an office by the votes of the neighborhood could become a member.


			Q. No one who held office could become a member?


			A. No, sir; none of them.


			Q. Did any prominent, active politician become a member of it?


			A. No, sir; not if he was seeking an office he could not.


			Q. Not if he was seeking office or had sought office?


			A. No, sir; he could not.


			Q. What kind of pledges did you make, if you are willing to state? Were you sworn?


			A. Of course we was all sworn as members of the committee.


			Q. You had then your formal initiation and pledges and forms as a secret society; was there any means of recognition? I am not asking you to tell your secrets, but when your men went out—the hundred or hundred and fifty men that went out from you all over the country as a sort of committee of investigation or inquiry—if one of these members met another, could he know it by any sign of recognition?


			A. No, sir.


			Q. They had no sign?


			A. No, sir.


			Q. And no means of recognizing each other?


			A. No, sir; no sign.


			Q. So that if one member should meet another he could not tell by any secret sign or password that he was a member?


			A. No, sir. When we met in committee there was not any of us allowed to tell our name. I was chairman of it and I didn’t dare to tell anything; I only had to perform my duty.


			Q. You would not give to each other the name of any other one?


			A. No, sir.


			Q. Then you organized this council after you had made this investigation in the different States as to whether you could find any place where you thought you could be well treated under the present condition of things in the South?


			A. Yes, sir.


			Q. And this was a broader organization, which you called the colonization council?


			A. Yes, sir.


			Q. And you say you made your appeal to the President?


			A. Yes, sir.


			Q. To whom did you first appeal?


			A. We first appealed to General Grant, when he was President.


			Q. When was that; about what year?


			A. That was in September, 1874. We told him our condition—how we was living there; and told him, if there was no other chance, why we wanted to leave. I will give you a little bit of a sketch of some few things we said to him. I clipped it out of a Democratic paper journal after it was published—after we sent the petition to him.


			Q. Well, just give us the facts.


			BY MR. VANCE:


			Q. Was the matter correctly reported in the Democratic paper?


			A. It was correct as far as I know. There is just a little bit of it that is not correct. Some of it is correct and some of it is not.


			Q. You had better not read it, then, if it is not all correct.


			A. Well, it only sets forth the date and time, and what the origin of the thing was.


			Q. Well, go ahead and give it to us. [The witness searching but failing to find the newspaper scrap.]


			BY MR. WINDOM:


			Q. If you cannot find it readily, you can tell us about the time and what the nature of the appeal was. You may find it after a while, and you can then give us the date.


			The WITNESS. Very well.


			Q. After you had appealed to General Grant, to whom did you next appeal; did you send anything to Congress?


			A. O, yes, sir; we sent something to Congress. I don’t exactly remember the date that we sent to Congress. It was some time in 1874; but I know at other times we sent to Congress.


			Q. Well, what was the nature of the appeal?


			A. We told them our condition, and asked Congress to help us out of our distress and protect us in our lives and property, and pass some law or provide some way that we might get our rights in the South, and so forth.


			Q. Well, you got no relief or any adequate protection, you say, under the appeal to the government, did you?


			A. Yes, sir.


			Q. Do you mean to say you did or did not?


			A. We did not.


			Q. You did not get any relief ?


			A. No, sir.


			Q. Did you appeal again?


			A. After the appeal in 1874, we appealed when the time got so hot down there they stopped our churches from having meetings after nine o’clock at night. They stopped them from sitting up and singing over the dead, and so forth, right in the little town where we lived, in Shreveport. I know that to be a fact; and after they did all this, and we saw it was getting so warm—killing our people all over the whole country—there was several of them killed right down in our parish—then we appealed.


			Q. Do you, yourself, know of any who were killed there?


			A. O, of course, I knowed some.


			Q. How many, if you could state?


			A. Heaps of them killed, of my friends.


			Q. Could you give us the names of some of them?


			A. Well, out there on the Buncombe road—well, it is about eighteen miles from Shreveport—a colored man I knowed very
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