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Black history is a vital part of world history. Understanding the struggles and battles of the past helps us to understand and make sense of the world today. Yet for far too long, black history has been neglected,  its lessons and experiences ignored and overlooked.  

The murder of Stephen Lawrence

On 22 April 1993, Stephen Lawrence, a black British teenager from south London, was murdered in an unprovoked racist attack. The killing took place in Eltham, south-east  London as Stephen and his friend Duwayne Brooks waited for a bus. Five white men were widely believed to have carried out the attack and were arrested by the police, but they  were not charged. 

Judge Sir William Macpherson led a public enquiry into the handling of the case in 1998.  He found that the Metropolitan Police were institutionally racist. Eventually, two of the suspects were brought to trial in 2011 and convicted in 2012.  

 

WHAT IS BLACK HISTORY?

Black history is the record of how people of African descent have shaped the world around them. It includes the cities, nation states, empires and political entities that African people created. It includes the art, literature and cultural heritage they left behind. 

It is also the record of African resistance to being conquered, dominated and discriminated against.

BLACK HISTORY

WHY


MATTERS


A photo of  

Stephen  Lawrence issued  by the police.
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The death of Trayvon Martin

On 26 February 2012, Trayvon Martin, an unarmed African-American teenager, was shot dead in Sanford, Florida, USA. As Martin walked to the home of a family friend, George Zimmerman, a member of the local neighbourhood watch, spotted him and called the police, saying that Martin looked suspicious. Zimmerman claimed he then got into a fight with Martin. During the fight Zimmerman shot Martin in the chest, killing him. The Florida police initially refused to charge Zimmerman. But when media all over the world began reporting on the story, the Florida authorities were embarrassed into investigating. Zimmerman was eventually found not guilty of murder or manslaughter on 13 July 2013.  

Black Lives Matter

Members of the African-American community responded to the acquittal of George Zimmerman by beginning a new protest movement: Black Lives Matter, designed to raise awareness of and end ongoing injustice towards black people. Founded by three African-American women, the movement organises online campaigns, street demonstrations and protests. It also draws attention to other controversial killings of African-Americans at the hands of the police and other authorities. Black Lives Matter has now become a global force.  

Flashpoints

The deaths of Stephen Lawrence and Trayvon Martin proved defining moments in race relations. Their deaths raise many questions that are looked at in this book. What did the people responsible for their deaths think of people of African descent? If society had a better sense of black history, would it help to improve how we interact today?  

People take part in a Black Lives Matter street protest in  Los Angeles, USA,  in 2015.  
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Dates used  Alternative dates  

 in this book  

Period 

Kingdom of Ta-Seti Dynasty c.3400 

bcec.5900 bce

Old Kingdom Period (Dynasties 1 to 6) 3100 to 2181 bce 5660 to 4188 bceKerma Period in Kush c.2500 to 1500 bce c.4200 to 1661 bce2040 to 1786 bce 3448 to 3182 bcebce

Middle Kingdom Period (Dynasties 11 to 12) Second Intermediate Period: (Dynasties 13 to 17) 1786 to 1560 bce 3182 to 1709 New Kingdom Period (Dynasties 18 to 20) 1560 to 1080 bce 1709 to 1095 bceLate Kushite Period 860 bce to 350 ce860 bce to 350 ce

LANds

THE
pharaohs

OF THE


CHAPTER 1  the african empires

This map shows the Nubian kingdom of Ta-Seti and Old 

Kingdom Egypt.

The story of black history begins in  North Africa, in the fertile lands  surrounding the River Nile. 

Ta-Seti 

The Nubian kingdom of Ta-Seti is believed to be the oldest African kingdom yet discovered. Archaeologists working at Qustul, near the modern Egyptian and Sudanese border, discovered evidence of Ta-Seti in 1962 when they found tombs belonging to a dynasty of pharaohs (kings and queens) of Nubia who may have ruled around 3400 bce. In 1979, a researcher published the evidence of Ta-Seti in the New York Times. Nubia, not Egypt as so often believed, was now seen as the starting point for African history. 
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Dates in this book

Some historians accept a different dating system, where the Old Kingdom period spanned 5660–4188 bce, rather than 3100–2181, pushing the dates further back in time. So that readers can use this book alongside other resources, it uses the more commonly accepted dating system.
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Discovering Ta-Seti

The tombs at Qustul contained around 5,000 artefacts, which helped archaeologists to learn more about how the Ta-Setians lived. The Ta-Setians made most of the artefacts themselves. They acquired others by trading with their neighbours around the Red Sea, central Sudan, Egypt and the Middle East. Boats are depicted in their art and this shows how people travelled around. Five different styles of pottery were also found. These helped the archaeologists to date the site by comparing the pottery to ancient Egyptian pottery. They found that the first of the nine or 11 Ta-Setian pharaohs ruled 200 or 300 years before the first pharaoh of Egypt. Some ceramics also featured fragments of hieroglyphic script, some of the oldest  writing in the world. 

Treasures of the tombs

Gold pieces found in the tombs included a bracelet and a necklace with a fly-shaped pendant, proving that the  Ta-Setians wore fine jewellery. Copper artefacts included a mace and spearheads, used to wage war, as well as a tray and a cap for a furniture leg. The ivory pieces included spoons and gaming pieces. Also found was a wooden gaming board, probably used to play a game called senet, which was a little like backgammon. Other artefacts included terracotta and limestone hippos, one hundred stone vessels and four thousand objects made from seashells.

The Qustul censer is an ancient Nubian incense burner. Discovered in 

1962, it may date  from 3200 bce or  even earlier. 

FAMOUS ARCHERS

Ta-Seti means ‘Land of the bow’, indicating that the 

Ta-Setians used bows  and arrows to hunt and  to wage war.
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The most famous of the ancient African kingdoms centred around Egypt (also known as Kemet) and began around 5,000 years ago.

Monumental monuments

During the ancient Egyptian Old Kingdom Period (3100–2181 bce) fifty pharaohs belonging to six ruling families, or dynasties, created an amazing heritage. The oldest Egyptian stone monument is now an archaeological site found at Saqqara in northern Egypt. Known as Gisr el Mudir, or the Enclosure of the Boss, it is believed to have been built around 2770 

bce. No one knows exactly what it was used for, but its size is staggering at 650 by 350 metres. Dating from around 2670 bce

 

is the Funerary Complex of Saqqara. Fragments of its 1.5 km perimeter wall still exist. Inside are columns and courts.  The centrepiece is the Step Pyramid, standing 60 metres  tall and built of six huge steps.

Later, in the Fourth Dynasty Period, the ancient Egyptians built the Step Pyramid of Meidum, the Bent and Red Pyramids of Dahshur, and, most famously, the three Pyramids of Giza, near the modern city of Cairo. The Great Pyramid of Giza is as tall as a 40-storey building. Another celebrated monument is the Sphinx of Giza (far right). Carved in the shape of a lion, it has an African head wearing a pharaonic headdress. Archaeologists are divided about how old it is. Many believe it is around 4,500 years old; others contend it may be more than 7,000 years old. 

ANCIENT
EGYPT


The imposing  

Step Pyramid  at Saqqara.
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The pyramids of Giza were built to display the wealth of Egypt’s pharaohs.
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