
        
            [image: cover]
        


PRACTICAL
DISCIPLESHIP

Peter Hammond

Copyright 2011 by
Peter Hammond

Published by Frontline
Fellowship Publishing at Smashwords






Permission is hereby
granted to any church, mission,

magazine or periodical to reprint or quote from

any portion of this publication on condition that:

the passage is quoted in context, and that due

acknowledgement of source be given. Please also

mail a copy of any article to Frontline
Fellowship,

PO Box 74, Newlands,
7725,

Cape Town, South Africa

Typesetting: Colin
Newman

Scripture quotations
taken from the Holy Bible, New King James Version, Copyright © 1982
by Thomas Nelson, used with permission.






[image: tmp_23cc52343c35ff00b4f2ecddae506d40_JecHVb_html_m12a8eca0.png]



Dedication

This book is dedicated
to my son, Christopher William Hammond, who is living proof
of God's prayer answering power. Born with kidney failure, he was
given no chance of survival by the medical specialists. By God's
grace, Christopher recovered function of one kidney and has
confounded the dire predictions. He has led an active, athletic
life, climbing mountains and winning awards in sports. Now that he
has received a kidney transplant from Lenora he has new energy and
health. May God continually be your joy and strength as you grow in
grace and knowledge and in service of God and His people.
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Foreword
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BY
REV.BILLBATHMAN

This book is
about implementing the Great Commission. It's not for superficial
saints who want to "play church" on Sunday morning. There are big
themes. We learn how to submit to God - resist the devil and
overcome the world. The author's points are hard to refute
because he insists on backing them up with Scripture - chapter and
verse. This is very disconcerting to those whose little boat has
run aground beneath the willows in the shallow waters of a
mid-western creek.

Dr. Hammond is
both inspirational and practical. The reader is provided with
proven examples of methods, tried and tested over many years, in
Frontline Fellowship's annual Great Commission Courses and his
widely acclaimed Biblical Worldview Seminars. He holds our feet to
the fire to ensure responsible accountability and challenges us
with searching questions every Christian should answer honestly
before God.

The "why" of
discipleship is addressed by directing our attention to the wonders
of God's Creation and putting the universe in proper perspective.
We gain a renewed appreciation of His Majesty, and in awesome
wonder cry with Stuart Hine the hymn writer, "How Great Thou
Art!"

From this lofty
mountain-top experience we're brought back to the valley of
every-day life and the practical problems facing every potential
disciple. Real problems are faced such as the "fear of man" and
correspondingly the "praises of men." Hammond deals with the
legitimate fears, and with compromise, treachery, selfishness and
the peril of paralyses which results in confessional lock-jaw. He
concludes, "We're not called to be popular, but faithful." Well
done Peter!

The Bible
defines "sin" in specific terms - it is a violation of God's Law.
Your faith will be ignited and the resulting fire in your soul will
burn brightly, attracting others to the Lord. Who doesn't stop to
watch something burn?

Love demands
action. This is the inspiration for the Christian work-ethic.
Hammond addresses the sin of inactivity with a demonstrated
conviction that makes indifference to urgency unacceptable. Sin is
serious: "it is more dangerous than an unexploded bomb, more
life-threatening than a deadly disease, more insidious than a
virus."

Over a century
ago General William Booth, founder of the Salvation Army, warned
that a time may come, "when churches would preach a Saviour without
a Cross, Salvation without repentance, Heaven without Hell and
Christianity without holiness." That time is upon us, and
lamentably we won't find any true disciples to recruit from that
environment. What we believe affects our behaviour,".. .faith by
itself, if it does not have works, is dead." James 2:17

The author is
sometimes hard on those of us who do not share his view of
eschatology, but his basic points of criticism merit our serious
consideration and we are faced with an indisputable conclusion:
Practical Discipleship results in changed lives - our own and those
in our sphere of influence. As he says, "Forgiven sinners share the
way of salvation with other sinners. Blessed Christians seek to
bless others."

It is
regrettable that in many churches today entertainment has replaced
education and expository preaching. Dr. Hammond warns us not to let
the Great Commission become the Great Omission.

Bill
Bathman

Chairman of the
Board

Frontline
Fellowship
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INTRODUCTION
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by REV.ERLO
STEGEN

The timeless
truths of Biblical discipleship need to be proclaimed in every
generation. Dr Peter Hammond has set out these truths in an orderly
and practical way. It's not by accident that Peter happened upon
the word "practical" in his title. Isn't this what it is all
about?

Christ's
constant refrain "if you want to be My disciple..." is always
linked to the day-to-day outworking of following Christ in one's
secret life, family life, community life and in every other
field.

In Peter
Hammond's previous book, the Discipleship Handbook, he says: "If we
have not evidenced a dramatic transformation in our beliefs, moral
standards, way of life, behaviour and conduct then it is doubtful
if we are even forgiven." That book was practical in every way but,
just in case Christians have missed that emphasis, this new book
lays out the every-day practicality of being a disciple of our Lord
Jesus Christ.

The central
theme of repentance is not lacking in these 30 chapters. Repentance
offers hope and renewed faith. What help would one get from a book
which explains how to live as a disciple if the how-to-find grace
and victory in order to live as a disciple is absent?

Our Lord's
command to "go and disciple every nation" is a command to every
believer. It is not just a commission applicable to pastors and
missionaries. All disciples of Jesus Christ must be obedient to
this command. Only disciples can disciple others. As Peter Hammond
puts it, "a disciple is a learner". And this new book is a
learner's manual with very practical tools for every
generation.

Dr Hammond also
highlights our complete reliance on the grace and power of God in
accomplishing the work of discipleship. Indeed, all our human
attempts at achieving the Kingdom goals are utterly in vain if
Christ is absent.

Jesus enables
His people to live victoriously and shine like the stars in this
world (Phil 2:15).

Then, as with
many of Dr Peter Hammond's other books, he looks at the crucial
importance of genuine revival. The final four chapters: "Heart Cry
for Revival", "The Ulster Revival of 1859", "Revival in the Bible
and in History" and "Andrew Murray and the 1860 Revival" are well
worth reading again and again.

It should
always humble us to realize that Revival is a sovereign act of God
but also includes the practical promises that go hand-in-hand with
discipleship.

Would that God
stir up a fresh agonizing for Revival, while trusting that this is
what God loves to give and we should love to seek with all our
hearts, in prayer and repentance.

Rev. Erlo
Stegen

Director

Mission KwaSizabantu
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CHAPTER 1
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THE MOUNTAINS OF
GOD

Mountain
climbing can teach us a lot of discipleship principles. Our
Christian walk is not just a short-distance sprint; it is a
long-distance marathon - a mountain marathon. There are steep
ascents, inevitable descents, but we must stick to the path, follow
the guide, take regular compass (conscience) readings, consult the
map (God's Word) and constantly re-evaluate our position and our
progress, persevering to the end.

Mountain
Marathons

I have had the
joy of hiking in the Cedarberg, the Drakensberg, Mount Majuba,
Mount Mulanji in Malawi, the Nuba Mountains of Sudan, and of course
Lion's Head, Devil's Peak and Table Mountain in Cape Town,
frequently.

All of my
children, from as young as four years old, have hiked Lions Head
and Table Mountain. Even very young children can undertake the
great Christian adventure of Discipleship. It may be easier for
those with long legs, but even by short steps we can get to the top
of a great mountain.

The high
points, in more ways than one, of our Great Commission Courses, are
the mountain hikes, which we undertake at all times of day and
night, and in all weather conditions. One of our principles is
never to cancel a hike (or an outreach) because of adverse weather
conditions. Of course, it is easier to climb in good weather, in
pleasant temperature and with perfect visibility. However, when
duty calls we need to be willing to climb in fog and mist, rain and
storm. In such times of high winds and pouring rain it is even more
imperative that we stick to the guide, always within sound of his
guiding voice and within reach of his helping hand. We need to
trust in the guide, even in the dark and the mist. 

Of course,
there are always those stragglers who lag far behind, go astray and
get lost. There are also some who race ahead of the guide and get
into trouble, wasting time by going down the wrong path. Sometimes
these necessitate search parties to bring them back.

Mountain climbs
can be very dangerous. We need to be well prepared, with tough
boots, jerseys for cold weather, and rain jackets for wet weather.
We need to be alert for danger, and conscious of weather changes.
We need to understand the times and know what we need to do in
every circumstance.

We need to
carry enough food, water, and First Aid supplies for any
eventuality. Mountain climbers also need flashlights. God's Word is
a lamp to our feet and a light to our path.

The Mountains
of God recorded in the Bible point us to many high points in God's
providential history and provide us with vital insights to a
dynamic discipleship walk with the Lord.

Ararat

The mountains
of Ararat (Genesis 8:4) remind us that God is a just and
holy God. He hates evil and He judges wickedness. However, He
graciously provides salvation for His people. The Ark that God
commanded Noah to build is symbolic of the salvation we can enjoy
in Christ. However, we need to note that there was only one Ark and
only one door to the Ark. Jesus Christ is the Way, the Truth and
the Life, no one comes to the Father except through Christ (John
14:6).

We should also
notice that, just as God did not save Noah from the Flood, but
protected him in the Flood, God does not save us from all our
troubles, but He saves us through them. After a tumultuous year,
the Ark came to rest on the mountains of Ararat. And immediately
God provided work for Noah and his family. He gave them principles
for government and a promise. Every time we see a rainbow we are
reminded of God's Covenant with Noah and his descendants.

Moriah

Mount
Moriah (Genesis 22:2) reminds us of the sacrifice that
Abraham was called to make. Abraham was commanded to offer his own
son to the Lord. Abraham and Sarah had miraculously conceived Isaac
far past childbearing age. God had promised that all the families
of the nations would be blessed through his descendants, who would
be as numerous as the stars of the sky and as the sand of the
seashore. Now he was commanded to sacrifice his only son!

Yet Abraham
loved God so much that he was willing to do this. He trusted God so
implicitly that he immediately obeyed the Word of God. Mount Moriah
reminds us that we may not always understand God's will, but we can
trust it, and we must obey it. As Abraham so prophetically said on
Mount Moriah: "God Himself will provide a Lamb."
And God did provide for Isaac then, and He has provided for us in,
and through, our Lord Jesus Christ who is "The Lamb
of God who takes away the sins of the world." John 1:29. God
expects full surrender and unquestioning obedience.

Horeb

Mount
Horeb (Exodus 3:1-2) reminds us of the life-changing
encounter which Moses had with Jehovah God in the Burning Bush.
Through the ingenuity and courage of his mother, Moses had survived
the death sentence of pharaoh against all the male Hebrew infants.
Adopted by the daughter of pharaoh and raised in privilege, the
throne of Egypt was not beyond his reach. Yet Moses rejected the
riches and pleasures of Egypt and chose rather to suffer with the
people of God.

In exile he saw
the Burning Bush. "Take your sandals off your feet,
for the place where you stand is holy ground... I am the God of
your father - the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of
Jacob... I have surely seen the oppression of My people who are in
Egypt, and have heard their cry... I know their sorrows... I have
come down to deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians, and to
bring them up from that land to a good and large land... come now,
therefore, and I will send you to pharaoh that you may bring My
people, the children of Israel, out of Egypt... I will certainly be
with you... I Am who I Am." Exodus 3:5-14

God hears the
prayers of His people. God sees their distress. And He called,
equipped and empowered Moses to command pharaoh to let His people
go. Here on Mount Horeb we see that God calls and He sends. We are
called to service. We are saved to serve.

Sinai

At Mount
Sinai (Exodus 19:11-23) we see that God is holy. God's
people are called to be consecrated and set apart, to proclaim His
Word to all nations. At Mount Sinai God writes with His own finger
on tablets of stone, His Law. As the Psalmist David celebrated:
"The Law of the Lord is perfect, converting the
soul." As the Apostle Paul wrote: "The Law is the
schoolmaster that leads us to Christ."

"What does the Lord your God require of you but, to fear the
Lord your God, to walk in all His ways, and to love Him, to serve
the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul, and
to keep the commandments of the Lord and His statutes observe...for
your own good." Deuteronomy 10:12-13

Gerizim and
Ebal

The Lord
commanded the children of Israel: "You shall put the blessing on
Mount Gerizim, and the curse on Mount Ebal" of the Law
(Deuteronomy 11:29). The curses of disobeying the Law of God were
proclaimed on Mount Ebal (Deuteronomy 27:14-26). The
blessings of obedience and the curses of disobedience are fully
listed out in Deuteronomy 28. The mountains of Ebal and Gerizim
remind us of the blessings of obedience and the curses of
disobedience to the Word of God "I have set before
you life and death, blessings and cursing, therefore choose life so
that both you and your children may live." Deuteronomy
30:19

Carmel

Mount
Carmel (1 Kings 18:19) reminds us of the prophet Elijah's
courageous confrontation of the evil false prophets of Baal. Elijah
challenged them to a contest before the whole nation of Israel.
They would each build an altar, and pray to their god, and the one
who answered with fire would be recognised as the true God. The 480
prophets of Baal, and 400 prophets of Asherah, called upon Baal
from morning until noon, shouting and dancing and cutting
themselves with knives until their blood flowed. Yet, despite their
frantic prophesying there was no response, no one answered, no one
paid attention.

Then Elijah
repaired the Altar of the Lord, arranged wood, placed meat on it,
and had large jars of water poured over the offering and the wood
repeatedly. At the time of the evening sacrifice, Elijah prayed:
"Lord, God of Abraham, Isaac and Israel, let it be known this
day that You are God in Israel...so that this people may know that
You are the Lord God, and that You have turned their hearts back to
You again." 1 Kings 18:36-37

Then the Fire
of the Lord fell and burned up the sacrifice, the wood, the stones
and the soil and evaporated all the water in the trench. When the
people saw this they fell face down on the ground and cried out:
"The Lord He is God! The Lord He is God!" 1 Kings
18:39

We need to
repair the altar and restore true worship "in spirit
and in Truth." The stones remind us of the Bible doctrines we
must know. The wood on the altar reminds us that we need more than
knowledge in our heads, we need faith in our hearts. The meat that
Elijah laid on the wood remind us that we need to live the Truth.
We need flesh on the bones of our doctrine. We need to put feet to
our faith. The water poured over the sacrifice on the altar remind
us of the ministry of prayer. We need to pray the faith.

However, while
there were two altars, only one had the fire.

When did the
fire fall? When the altar was repaired, when the sacrifice was
offered, when the water was poured and when the prayer of faith was
made. Where is the fire in your life?

Hermon

Mount
Hermon (Mark 9:2) reminds us of the transfiguration of
Christ. The Lord Jesus had taken "Peter, James, and John with
Him and led them up a high mountain, apart by themselves... and He
was transfigured before them. His clothes became shining,
exceedingly.. .and Elijah appeared to them with Moses and they were
talking with Jesus...Then a cloud came and overshadowed them; and a
voice came out of the cloud saying, 'This is My
beloved Son. Hear Him!'" Mark 9:2-7

Mount Hermon
reminds us of who Jesus really is and that if we love Him we will
obey His commands. Obedience is an essential part of true
worship.

Calvary

Of greatest
importance is the atonement which Christ achieved for us on Mount
Calvary. In the Cross we see that God is holy, He hates sin.
But we also see in His provision of "the Lamb of God
who takes away the sins of the world" that God loves us and He
is merciful and provides for our Redemption. "God
Himself will provide the Lamb."

Olivet

Lastly, we must
look at Mount Olivet (Acts 1:12) from where our Lord Jesus
Christ ascended into Heaven. Before ascending He gave the Great
Commission to be our supreme ambition. Henceforth His last command
must be our first concern. To make disciples, to teach obedience in
all things whatsoever He has commanded us. Here on Mount Olivet we
see the fulfilment and completion of our Lord Jesus' first mission
on earth. However, we are assured that He will return again in
Judgement, as the King of kings and the Lord of lords, to judge the
living and the dead.

Through these
peaks of Revelation we gain progressive insight into the Word of
God and clearer guidance for His work. We see that God judges sin
but He provides for the salvation of His people. We see the
necessity of obedience and sacrifice, and that God calls His people
to service. God can be encountered and experienced. God is holy, He
hates evil. We reap what we sow. There are consequences for our
sin, but God rewards faithfulness and obedience. There are times
when we need to be courageous and bold, to stand up, to step out
and to speak out, fighting the good fight of Faith. We can't live
on mountain tops, but we need to climb mountain peaks to gain
proper perspective and inspiration for the battles in the valley.
God hates sin, but He loves us and He has conquered sin, death,
hell and the grave. He has risen and He has ascended victorious
with all authority, power and dominion in Heaven and on earth. He
will return to judge the living and the dead.

How are you
doing on this mountain marathon in your adventure of discipleship?
Are you sticking to God's path, following His Holy Spirit,
listening to your conscience, consulting title map of His Word? Do
not straggle behind. Keep close to the Guide, never turn back,
never give up. Persevere and endure across all the mountain tops
that God will lead you over.

"How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of Him who
brings Good News who proclaims peace, who brings glad tidings of
good things, who proclaims salvation... your God reigns!"
Isaiah52:7
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CHAPTER 2
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THE GREATEST GIFT
OF ALL

"If you knew the gift of God, and who it is... you would have
asked Him, and He would have given you living water."
John4:10

The man who
pioneered mass production of motor vehicles, Henry Ford, said that
the most successful person would be the one who would fill the
greatest need the best.

The Greatest
Need

There is no
doubt that Jesus Christ remains the greatest person who ever lived,
because He made the greatest sacrifice to fill the greatest need
for the greatest number of people.

"For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten
Son, that whosoever believes in Him should not perish but have
everlasting life." John3:16

We need
forgiveness for sin and freedom from sin. "For the
wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in
Christ Jesus our Lord." Romans 6:23

We need life,
love and light. "The thief does not come except to
steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I have come that they may have
life, and that they may have it more abundantly." John
10:10

We were dead in
our trespasses and sins, and Jesus Christ came that we may have
life and life in all its abundance. Jesus Christ gives us our
spiritual life, eternal life and abundant life. We need grace -
undeserved favour - and it is in Jesus Christ that we find the
mercy we so desperately need. "For by grace you have
been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the
gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast." Ephesians
2:8-9

We are lost,
and He is the Good Shepherd Who shows us the way. We are often
deceived and confused, but He is the Truth.

"And you shall know the Truth, and the Truth shall make you
free." John 8:32

"Therefore if the Son makes you free, you shall be free
indeed." John 8:36

"He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him up for us
all, how shall He not with Him also freely give us all things?"
Romans 8:32

The Greatest
Gift

A gift, by
definition, is something that we did not earn, but which we receive
from someone else's generosity. A gift is appreciated either
because of the giver from whom you have received it, or because of
the value attached to the gift.

If you received
a gift from the Queen of England, I'm sure that you would greatly
appreciate that prize. If any Head of State were to award you
something, you would probably talk to others about it, and display
the item most prominently.

Consider if you
were in a court of law, and required to pay a fine that is far
beyond a lifetime's earnings. Imagine if somebody else's sacrifice
paid your fine and set you free. Would you be grateful? How might
you express your gratitude? If that person asked you to do
something, would you not willingly and eagerly do it?

Jesus said:
"If any one loves Me, he will keep My Word..."
Johnl4:23

God our Creator
has poured out His gifts upon you: your very life. Your talents and
abilities. Every moment of every day, every breath you breathe and
every ray of sunshine is a gift from the hand of our Creator. The
beauty of His Earth. The splendors of His Creation. Wonderful
wildlife. Our pets. Our friends and family relationships. Have you
thanked your Creator for all the gifts of life and health?

The Greatest
Questions

Have you always
loved God with all your heart, soul, mind and strength?

Have you loved
your neighbour as yourself?

Have you always
obeyed God's Commandments?

Have you ever
told a lie?

Have you ever
taken something that didn't belong to you?

Have you ever
failed to return something that you have borrowed from others?

Have you ever
committed adultery? (The Lord Jesus Christ said that if you have
looked with lust, then you are guilty of committing adultery in
your heart.)

Have you ever
killed anyone? (Our Lord Jesus Christ taught in the Sermon on the
Mount that if we hate our neighbour, we have committed murder in
our heart.)

Have you ever
gossiped and slandered, bearing false witness against your
neighbour?

Have you ever
coveted, been envious, or jealous, of someone else's possessions,
or abilities?

Have you always
been respectful to your parents?

Have you
worshipped God alone?

Have you ever
taken God's Name in vain?

Have you ever
made an idol of your possessions, sports or politics?

The more we
look at the Ten Commandments, the more we realise that we have
broken the Law of our Holy God.

If God was to
judge you on the basis of His Ten Commandments, would you be
innocent or guilty?

If you were to
die today, would you go to Heaven or Hell?

"It is appointed for men to die once, but after this the
judgement." Hebrews 9:27

Almighty God
has come to earth in the person of our Lord Jesus Christ. He not
only showed us the way, told us the truth and offered us life; He
is the Way, the Truth and the Life. Jesus said to him: "I am the Way, the Truth and the Life. No one comes to the
Father except through Me." John 14:6

John the
Baptist pointed to Jesus and declared: "Behold, the
Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world!" John
1:29

Jesus Christ
lived the perfect life that you and I should have lived; He died
the sinless death we deserve to die. He has paid the punishment for
our sins. Not only has He won for us eternal salvation, but He
offers us adoption into His family as sons and daughters of the
King of kings and Lord of lords.

Have you come
to God through our Lord Jesus Christ?

Have you
repented of your sins?

Have you
confessed where you have broken God's Holy Law?

Have you asked
for His forgiveness and accepted the gift of eternal life through
Jesus Christ our Lord?

Have you
thanked Him for this gift?

Are you living
in joyful gratitude for ail His mercy and undeserved favour?

Are you
introducing other people to the greatest Gift of all?

To whom much is
given, much is required. Freely you have received. Freely give.
Accept God's gift of adoption into His family and invite others to
receive the greatest Gift of all.

'Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift!' 2
Corinthians 9:15
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CHAPTER 3
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How GREAT IS OUR
GOD!

"In the beginning God created the Heavens and the Earth."
Genesis 1:1

The heavens are
proclaiming the glory of God, and the expanse declares the work of
His hands. Night after night the stars remind us of just how small
we are, and how huge God is. Looking out into the far reaches of
the universe, we find a seemingly infinite expanse of mystery and
wonder, intricately fashioned by God of unfathomable size and
power.

The Heavens
Declare the Glory of God

Just a glimpse
at one of the billions of visible galaxies He has formed resizes
us. It shrinks us, and this world we call Home, to seeming
insignificance in an instant. But, as tiny as we may seem, the God
who knows every star by name also knows you. And, in the most
stunning rescue imaginable, God sent His Son to this planet we call
Home. The Creator is reconnecting us to Himself with the life that
never ends through Christ and His Sacrifice on the cross. We need
only look at God's universe to discover something of the amazing
magnitude of His greatness and His grace.

Something of
the grandeur of God is seen in His creation. We read in Psalm 33:6:
"By the Word of the Lord the heavens were made, and
all the host of them by the breath of His mouth."

The Vastness of
the Universe

He made the
stars by the breath of His mouth! The nearest star to earth is 93
million miles away: the Sun. The earth is a privileged planet, with
just the right conditions for life on earth. We are exactly the
right distance from the Sun to benefit from its fierce heat which
is 10,000°C on the surface!

The stars
remind us just how small we are and how huge God is.

The Sun is a
million times the size of earth. If the earth was the size of a
golf ball, the sun would be 15 feet in diameter.

Another star in
the galaxy, Betelgeuse, is twice the size of the orbit of the earth
around the sun! If the earth was the size of a golf ball,
Betelgeuse would be the size of three Empire State buildings on top
of one another in diameter.

Yet, there is
an even larger star, Mucehpei. If the earth was the size of a golf
ball, Mucehpei would be the length of two Golden Gate bridges in
diameter!

However, not
even Mucehpei is the largest star in the galaxy. Canis Majoris is
so huge that if the earth was the size of a golf ball, Canis
Majoris would be the height of Mount Everest in diameter, in
comparison!

God breathed
the stars into being. We need to take a glance up into the universe
to recognise what a great and majestic, unrivalled and incomparable
God we worship.

Sin seeks to
shrink God and puff ourselves up. The universe God made shows us
what tiny and frail creatures we are. Yet, we are fearfully and
wonderfully made, fashioned and formed by the Creator of the
universe Himself.

The Complexity of
a Single Cell

Just consider
how each of us is a product of a single cell from our father, and a
single cell from our mother, which united to form a completely new
and unique individual.

Twenty-three
chromosones from the mother and twenty-three chromosones from the
father united to form a unique cell, with a three-billion character
description in your DNA. Each cell in your body has its DNA code,
encoded in the language of God. If the DNA of one cell was
stretched out it would be six feet long. In that DNA there's so
much information that, if it was read out, one character a second,
every moment of every day, it would take 96 years just to read your
DNA code in a single cell!

Consider also
that, at conception, that single cell of 46 chromosomes then sets
out to build the model which now makes up the 75 trillion cells in
your body.

There is enough
DNA code in your body to go to the moon and back -178,000 times!
And your cells are constantly renewing and replacing
themselves.

The Wonders of
the Eye

At five months
after conception, while still in the womb, a million optic nerve
cells stretched out to match up with their exact partner, out of a
million other optic nerve endings, make possible the miracle of
sight. The most technically advanced thing in the world is the eye.
At six months, a precision cutting device opened up the skin over
your eyes, creating the eyelids, so that you could see.
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