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To everyone who has been through the fire and is still here. To everyone who lost something and believed God for the return. To everyone standing on the other side of what should have ended them. To those who are still standing when they had every reason not to be. You are a testimony. The Power of RE is upon you. It is not just time to begin again. You have the will to begin again.
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  Introduction: REcalling


I remember the phone call. Not the one from North Carolina, the night of the brain hemorrhage. Not the one Medina received telling her that her husband needed brain surgery and might not make it. I remember a different phone call. The one that came after all of that. The one that told me I was going to stand on the stage at Lakewood Church in Houston, Texas, and tell the world what God had done. 
I sat with that for a moment when I heard it. Lakewood Church. Thousands of people in that building. Millions watching around the world. And they wanted me to come and talk about God's healing power.
I thought about my testimony and where I had been. I thought about the 27 days in intensive care. The moment I looked at my wife and asked her who she was. I thought about the depression that settled over me like a fog when I got out of the hospital. The embarrassment of it. The silence of a man who used to fill every room with a word from God, sitting and listening to Joel Osteen on YouTube because God told him to, and not knowing what else to do. 
And now they were asking me to come to Lakewood.
Before Medina and I walked out onto that stage, they played a video for the congregation. A video that recounted everything we had been through. My voice on that screen. Her voice. It is the story of a man who had been moving so fast for so long that he did not have time to check on himself. He was pastoring two churches from Queens, New York, to Richmond, Virginia, opening a new location in Charlotte, North Carolina, then going from Charlotte to Richmond, back and forth, week after week. Until one night in a pulpit in North Carolina, a pain came over my head unlike anything I had ever felt before. Like someone had hit me in the head with a sledgehammer. I told my adjutant, “Just watch me, something is going on, just keep watching.” And then I walked out the door. And that is the last thing I remember. 
The congregation watched all of it on that screen. They watched Medina describe the phone call. Her husband was not responding. He needed brain surgery. He might not make it. They watched her describe walking into my hospital room and me not knowing who she was. Not knowing my children. Thinking I was from the West Indies. They watched her describe leaving the hospital one night and going back to the hotel and realizing there were no text messages from me. No conversation. And for a woman who truly loves her husband, that silence was louder than anything the doctors had said.
They watched her describe the eighteenth day, when God spoke to her in the middle of the worst stretch of it and said, “Now begins rapid recovery. Ten days.” The Lord told her to get a journal and write day one of rapid recovery, but the reports did not match. It looked worse. Day two, day three, day four, day five, the same thing. But she kept writing. She kept counting. She kept declaring to a man who did not look anything like what heaven was saying, you are getting better by the minute, your organs are getting better, your blood is getting better, you are going to be ten times better than before. 
And on day ten, everything flipped. 
She walked into the room, and I said, “Where is my daughter?” And she wept. Not from sadness. From the recognition of a miracle happening right in front of her eyes. God's power had kicked in. The Word of the Lord had swallowed up the bad medical report. And the man who did not know his wife's name, his children's faces, or his own calling was beginning to come back. 
The congregation watched all of that. And then Medina and I walked out onto the stage. 
I Will REstore 
The Scripture says it this way in Zechariah 9:12: “Return to the stronghold, You prisoners of hope. Even today I declare that I will restore double to you.”
Prisoners of hope. I love that phrase. Not prisoners of despair. Not prisoners of circumstance. Prisoners of hope. People who have been through enough to know that the only thing holding them in a place of expectation is not their own strength or their own track record. It is the promise of a God who declared that He would restore double. He is a God who has never broken a promise in the history of eternity.
I was a prisoner of hope in that hospital bed. Medina was a prisoner of hope in that hotel room with no text messages and no conversation, and a journal she was filling with declarations that did not yet match reality. And God, who is faithful to prisoners of hope, delivered exactly what He promised. 
In his song "I've Got a Testimony," Rev. Clay Evans sang, "As I look back over my life and I think things over, I can truly say that I've been blessed. I have a testimony." I, too, have a testimony, not because everything went the way I planned, but because God was faithful in every place where my plans fell apart. It was not because I was strong enough to hold it all together, but because in the season when I could not hold anything together, including my own name, He held me. He REdefined me. 
That is what this book is about. 
Two Letters That Changed Everything 
RE. 
That is the word God brought me back to after everything went quiet. Two letters. One syllable. But when God places those two letters in front of your story, everything changes. 
According to Merriam-Webster, RE means again. Anew. Back to an original place or condition. It is the language of return. The language of a God who does not waste anything He allows. And once you understand what RE means, you will never read your own story the same way again. You will stop seeing your setbacks as endings and start seeing them as the very places where God does His most intentional work. 
RE is a word for the person who has been through everything and is still standing. Still breathing. Still here. If you are wondering what God is doing with all of it? He is doing a RE. And this book is the evidence of what that looks like in a real life, in real time, in the real hands of a God who has never lost a case. 
What This Book Is and Is Not 
This book is not a medical testimony, although God did something in my body that my doctors called remarkable. It is not a leadership manual, although there are things I learned about leading that I could only have learned from the hospital bed. It is not a how-to guide for avoiding the hard seasons of life, because if I am honest, some of those hard seasons were exactly what God used to make me into the person He needed me to be. 
This book is an invitation. It is the testimony of a man who went to the edge of what he thought was the end and discovered that God had been there the whole time. Not watching from a distance. But REworking my mind. REbuilding my heart. REstoring my body. REinventing my purpose. REcovering my soul. Waiting for the moment when the stripping was complete enough that the RE could begin.
I share pieces of my journey throughout these pages, not to glorify myself, but to show you a blueprint. A real one. Drawn by the hand of the Master Architect. Because I believe that somewhere in my story you will find a beam that looks familiar. A foundation that mirrors one you have stood on. It is a place where something in you shifts and says, I know this design. I have walked these halls. And if God rebuilt me, then what He constructed for me He can construct for you.
This Book Is for You 
This book is for you if you have survived something that was designed to stop you permanently and you are standing on the other side of it, still here, asking God what comes next. 
This book is for you if you have walked through a season of depression, trauma, loss, or brokenness and you are not sure who you are anymore.
This book is for you if the fire that once burned brightly in you has gone quiet and you are not sure how to get it back. 
This book is for you if you have been building, serving, giving, and leading for so long that you have lost the thread back to the person you were before the title. 
This book is for you if you know you need to do the inner work but you do not know where to begin or how to rebuild the man or woman on the inside.
This book is for you if you are a prisoner of hope. If you do not have the strength to keep holding on by yourself but you refuse to let go of what God said. That is exactly where He does His best work. 
Above all, this book is for you if you are ready. Not perfectly healed. Not completely whole. Just ready to say yes to what God is doing in the RE of your life. 
The Journey Through These Pages 
This book moves through fifteen chapters. Each one carries a RE word because each one represents a distinct movement of God in a life that has been through the fire. We begin with REfire, where it all started in a storefront, and we close with REcompense, where God settles the account with interest and overflow. 
At the close of every chapter, you will find a section called the REalignment. It is not a summary. It is an invitation to get back into proper position with what God is working within you. Think of each REalignment as a building block. Just as a blueprint is built one layer at a time, God does not build a life all at once. He builds it in steps and stages, line upon line, level upon level. Each chapter represents a stage in the process. Each REalignment is where God does the internal work that makes the next level possible. You cannot skip a block and expect the structure to hold. This is how He had to build me. And this is how He will build you.
Each REalignment contains RE moments that are specific to what that chapter taught. Read them slowly. Sit with them. Let them do their work. Do not rush past them looking for the next chapter. The next chapter will still be there. But the building block you are standing on right now deserves your full attention before you move to the next one.
This book is meant to be lived, not simply read.
Before You Turn the Page 
I am not the same man I was before everything fell apart. And I say that with gratitude, not with grief. The man I was before was capable, called, and genuinely loved God. But the man I am now has something that man did not have, a deeply personal knowing that God is exactly who He said He is. Not because I studied it in a book, but because I lived it in a hospital bed with no memory of my own name and the breath of God still in my lungs.
And that knowing is what I am handing you in these pages. 
Whatever you are walking through right now, whatever season you are in, whatever the enemy has been whispering about your future, I need you to hear this from a man who has been to the bottom and back. 
God has already declared that He will restore to you double. God has a RE with your name on it. 
Let us turn the page. The RE begins now. 
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REfined

God Will Use the Storefront Fire to Transform You


"Though your beginning was small, yet your latter end would increase abundantly.” — Job 8:7 NKJV

Before the stages, before the services, before the success stories, there was a storefront. 
Four walls. Metal folding chairs. A borrowed pulpit. And the smell of carpet that had seen better days. If you have ever spent time in a storefront space that has not quite made up its mind about what it wants to be, then you know exactly the smell I am describing. Part store, but full of possibility. Part makeshift, but full of miracles. Part fluorescent hum, but full of the glory of God. That is where the fire began. That is where God reached into what was in us and struck a match. 
In 1996, my wife, Medina, and I stepped out in radical faith. We were young, we were in love, and we were carrying something that neither of us fully had words for. We could not explain it the way you explain a business plan or a pitch to an investor. We just knew we carried something great within us. We knew it the way you know things deep in your spirit before your mind ever catches up. God had placed something inside of us that needed to get out. With just five to eight people in attendance, we launched our ministry, not with funding, not with fame, but with the fire of God. 
We did not have a budget. We had a burning.

That storefront church was not fancy, but it was full of God's glory. I am talking about the kind of presence that does not need a big screen, elaborate aesthetics, or
Weighty Fires and The Fireproof Woman  
We did not have titles, teams, or templates. We just had trust in God and in each other.

When The Enemy Fights Your Fire 
Guard the Fire in the Small Season 
Though your beginning was small, yet your latter end would increase abundantly. 

God builds deep before He builds wide. The storefront was where the fire was started. 

REalignment: Getting Back to What God Is Working Within You 
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