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Foreword

BY KATHERINE WEBBER

I am a proud Shakespeare fangirl, and The Tempest is perhaps my favourite of all his plays. In fact, I love it so much that my youngest daughter is named Miranda: a name invented by Shakespeare for the play’s heroine (it means ‘to be wondered at’, which is a beautiful thing). And if you like romance, fantasy, drama, humour, family stories and adventure, I promise that you’ll love The Tempest too.

My first proper introduction to Shakespeare was studying Romeo and Juliet in school when I was fourteen. I fell head over heels for the star-crossed lovers, transfixed not only by the high drama and romance but also by the unexpected injection of humour – with the character of the Nurse, for example – alongside the tragedy. I had probably seen the Baz Luhrmann film starring Leonardo DiCaprio around the same time too, which likely helped boost my appreciation of the play.

My next brush with the Bard was performing in the school production of A Midsummer Night’s Dream, and I loved it even more than Romeo and Juliet! I had a small part – Hippolyta, the mortal queen (who is often played by the same performer cast as Titania, the Queen of the Fairies, but due to a fear of heights on my side, the role was split so that Titania could be hoisted into the air on wires) – but I adored every moment of it. The play was far funnier (and more fun!) than Romeo and Juliet but still had a romance at its heart. Plus, it had fairies! And love spells! My inner fantasy fan was giggling with glee.

Later in my teens, I was lucky enough to see Shakespeare performed on stage – a brilliant showing of The Taming of the Shrew (also the inspiration for the brilliant 90s teen rom-com Ten Things I Hate About You) that I still vividly remember. And best of all, when I was eighteen, I had the opportunity to spend a summer studying Shakespeare in London, with weekly visits to Shakespeare’s Globe. This was in 2006, when the performance of Titus Andronicus was so gory that audience members regularly fainted. I am proud to say I did not, but I was absolutely blown away by the play, even if I did stay standing. That same summer, I also saw Antony and Cleopatra and The Comedy of Errors and was swept up in the brilliance of Shakespeare.

And then I discovered The Tempest. I was familiar with the story, but I had never read the play or seen it performed. I’ve now seen it produced as an opera in Budapest, a big-budget performance in the West End, a child-friendly version at Regent’s Park Open Air Theatre (with my own Miranda), by candlelight at the Sam Wanamaker playhouse and, of course, at the Globe. It is a wonder of a play, and I gain a deeper understanding of it every time I revisit it.

I loved Romeo and Juliet for the romance and drama, and I adored A Midsummer Night’s Dream for the humour and fantastical elements. The Tempest has all of this and more. A shipwreck! A sorcerer! A wind spirit! A young woman longing to see the wider world! Love at first sight! Secret identities! Drunken sailors! Trickery! And, of course, a happy ending. It is, in short, the kind of story I find myself returning to over and over again; the kind I most love to read, and to write.

Viewed through one lens, The Tempest is about first love – when Miranda falls for the shipwrecked Ferdinand, their adoration is enough to make any romance fan kick their feet in delight. But if you pan further out, The Tempest is also about Prospero’s determination to ensure his and his daughter’s survival – at any cost! – and about the shifts and changes in the father-daughter relationship as she grows and he ages. It is a play about revenge, but also forgiveness; driven by deception, but also devotion. It is full of bawdy humour and laugh-out-loud moments but also tough questions around colonization and slavery – there is a lot to unpack around how the villainous Caliban is portrayed, and how directors choose to cast him. It is, ultimately, about mortality and morality, and what we’re willing to do in the name of ambition.

But most of all, The Tempest is about discovery. Discovering oneself; discovering love – but also discovering the world, and the wonder that is in it. As Miranda says in Act V:

‘O wonder!

How many goodly creatures are there here!

How beauteous mankind is! O brave new world,

That has such people in’t.’

Isn’t that the best way to see the world? Full of wonder? To see mankind as ‘beauteous’?

And aren’t the best young-adult books all about discovery and wonder? As an author, I know I want to make my readers feel wonder. I want them to feel like they are discovering a brand-new world. I want them to fall for my characters as if they are real people – to care about what happens to them. Just the way that I have fallen for so many of Shakespeare’s characters.

I cannot deny the influence that Shakespeare has had on my own writing. I recently published a YA romantic fantasy titled Captain of Fates, which features a dramatic shipwreck, love at first sight and a cursed island. Sound familiar? My early pitch for Captain of Fates was even ‘The Tempest meets The Little Mermaid, set in the world of Twin Crowns.’

And there are hints of Shakespeare across my other works as well – mishaps of mistaken identity, humour alongside high drama, scheming villains who get their comeuppance, brave heroines with witty retorts and celebrations of love in all its forms.

There is a reason Shakespeare endures. His plays explore what it means to be human. His stories fortify me and remind me to wonder at the magic and beauty of the world around me. If this is your first time reading The Tempest, I hope it sparks wonder within you. As the sorcerer Prospero says:

‘We are such stuff

As dreams are made on.’




The Characters in the Play

ALONSO, King of Naples

SEBASTIAN, Alonso’s brother

FERDINAND, Prince of Naples

PROSPERO, the former Duke of Milan, now a magician on a Mediterranean island

ANTONIO, Duke of Milan and Prospero’s brother

MIRANDA, Prospero’s daughter

GONZALO, councillor to Alonso and friend to Prospero

ADRIAN, courtier in attendance on Alonso

FRANCISCO, courtier in attendance on Alonso

CALIBAN, an inhabitant of the island, servant to Prospero

ARIEL, a spirit, servant to Prospero

TRINCULO, servant to Alonso

STEPHANO, Alonso’s butler

SHIPMASTER

BOATSWAIN

MARINERS
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ACT I




SCENE I

On a Ship at Sea

A tempestuous noise of thunder and lightning heard

Enter a Shipmaster and a Boatswain

MASTER

Boatswain!

BOATSWAIN

Here, Master. What cheer?

MASTER

Good, speak to the mariners. Fall to it, yarely, or we run ourselves aground. Bestir, bestir!

Exit Shipmaster

Enter Mariners

BOATSWAIN

Hey, my hearts! Cheerly, cheerly, my hearts! Yare, yare! Take in the topsail! Tend to the Master’s whistle.

To the storm

Blow, till thou burst thy wind, if room enough!

Enter Alonso, Sebastian, Antonio, Ferdinand, Gonzalo and others

ALONSO

Good Boatswain, have care. Where’s the Master? Play the men.

BOATSWAIN

I pray now, keep below.

ANTONIO

Where is the Master, Boatswain?

BOATSWAIN

Do you not hear him? You mar our labour. Keep your cabins! You do assist the storm.

GONZALO

Nay, good, be patient.

BOATSWAIN

When the sea is. Hence! What cares these roarers for the name of king? To cabin! Silence! Trouble us not.

GONZALO

Good, yet remember whom thou hast aboard.

BOATSWAIN

None that I more love than myself. You are a councillor. If you can command these elements to silence, and work the peace of the present, we will not hand a rope more. Use your authority. If you cannot, give thanks you have lived so long, and make yourself ready in your cabin for the mischance of the hour, if it so hap.

To sailors

Cheerly, good hearts! – Out of our way, I say.

Exit Boatswain

GONZALO

I have great comfort from this fellow. Methinks he hath no drowning mark upon
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