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DEDICATION

This book is dedicated to those precious souls of faith, who are human enough to realize that all religions are just different paths leading to the same destination.
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1.  Happy Holidays (The Sonnet)
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Happy Holidays
(The Sonnet)

Spirit of Christmas doesn't grow on a fir tree,
Christmas blooms wherever the heart is hatefree.
Ramadan isn't fulfilled by feasting on some tasty beef,
The greatest of feast is haram if others go hungry.
Hanukkah's miracle isn't about the oil lasting 8 days,
Rather it's about the resilience of light amidst darkness.
Fireworks may be diwali for those still in kindergarten,
Everyday is diwali for an existence rooted in kindness.
The will to love and the will to lift are the backbone,
Of all human celebration, tradition and communion.
Take that fundamental will out of the equation,
All you have left are rituals without meaning and mission.
Fasting, feasting and decorating are step two of any festival.
First and foremost, at our altar within, we gotta light a candle.
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2.  The Holy Heart
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In the fight between love and god, love always wins. And whenever love wins, god wins. Why? Because god is love. But the problem is, the world has a rather shortsighted understanding of god, almost medieval to be honest.

The world has a theoretical understanding of god, as opposed to a practical one. Their holiness comes not from the heart, but from the books. And trying to fathom holiness merely with books, is like trying to build a rocket with only newtonian physics.

So I say, the problem is not holiness - the problem is the definition of holiness. Let me put this into perspective. There can be a holy heart, but there is no such thing as a holy book.

Christ was a holy heart, Buddha was a holy heart, Shams was a holy heart, Mevlana was a holy heart, MLK was a holy heart, Teresa was a holy heart, Tolstoy was a holy heart - any mortal human who values humanity over everything else, is a holy heart.

So I ask again, what is a holy heart?

Any heart that is undivided, is holy. Any heart that is whole, is holy. That's it. There is nothing else.

If there is no oneness, there is no divinity. If there is no oneness, there is no holiness. Or to simplify it further without even using the word holiness - if there is no oneness, there is no virtue.

And it's all about the practice of virtue, not codification of virtue. Civilization is about the practice of virtue, not the codification of virtue.
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3.  Divinity Without God
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Dios es amor, divinidad es amor - vivir es amar - eso es. To love is to live. No libros, no rituales - ama a los humanos - es divinidad. Not books, not rituals - love people - that's divinity - that's sanctity.

There can be divinity without books, but there is no divinity without people. There can be divinity without God, but there is no divinity without a human.

Sin dios sí hay divinidad, pero, sin humano no hay nada.

Till we place humans at the core of divinity, extremism will keep haunting the society in one form or another.

And this is not just true for divinity. We must make humanity the core in every walk of life - science, philosophy, everything. To put it simply, till we place humanity at the core of life, extremism will keep festering one way or another.

A divine life is a kind life. That's all.

The more you complicate this simple thing with bookish doctrines, the more you deviate from divinity.

Saints don't turn water into wine,
Saints just turn tears into cheer.
Saints don't walk on water,
Saints just walk on land,
without drowning in hate and fear.
Saints are not magical beings,
whose basket never runs empty.
Saints are just mortal beings,
whose heart never runs out of amity.
The world needs human-oriented divinity, not fiction-oriented divinity.

So the next time, you feel the urge to quote the bible - stop! Quote Jesus if you may, but not the bible. You may say, aren't bible and jesus one and the same! And the answer is, no.

The bible is not jesus. Jesus is an individual, whereas the bible represents an institution. And by quoting Jesus, you are simply recognizing his contributions to humanity, but by quoting the bible, you are only catering to an institution's craving for control.
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