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Prologue
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Have you ever searched for something on Google, watched a video on YouTube, or talked to your phone using Google Assistant? If so, you’ve used tools shaped by one of the most inspiring leaders in the world—Sundar Pichai.

This book will take you on an exciting journey through Sundar’s life, from his childhood in India to becoming the CEO of Google and its parent company, Alphabet. You’ll discover how a curious boy who loved science and technology grew up to lead one of the biggest tech companies on the planet. Along the way, you’ll learn about hard work, big dreams, and the power of staying humble.

Get ready to explore the life of a real-world hero who proves that with determination, kindness, and a passion for learning, anything is possible—even changing the world.
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Chapter 1: From Chennai to the World
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Sundar Pichai’s journey is like a real-life adventure story—one that started in a busy neighborhood in Chennai, a city in southern India, and traveled all the way across the globe to the headquarters of one of the biggest tech companies in the world—Google! Sundar’s life shows how curiosity, kindness, and determination can take a person very far, even if they begin with very little.

When Sundar Pichai was a little boy, he lived in a small apartment with his family. Their home was simple, and they didn’t have many luxuries. In fact, for many years, Sundar’s family didn’t even own a telephone, and they shared a scooter instead of having a car. But what they did have was something even more powerful than gadgets or money—they had a strong belief in education and hard work. Sundar’s father was an engineer who worked with electrical parts, and he often talked to Sundar about how things worked. This sparked Sundar’s interest in technology and made him wonder about the amazing things machines could do.

Sundar was a very quiet and thoughtful child. He paid close attention in school and loved solving puzzles, especially ones related to numbers and patterns. He had an incredible memory, too. One of the things he became known for was remembering all the phone numbers he ever dialed. Even though his family got their first telephone when he was older, Sundar would watch and memorize every number his parents called. That kind of memory helped him later in life when he had to deal with complicated information and data.

As Sundar got older, he continued to study hard. He was accepted into the Indian Institute of Technology, or IIT, which is one of the most difficult schools to get into in all of India. At IIT, Sundar learned more about engineering and computers. He discovered that he had a talent for understanding how machines and software work together. But he didn’t stop there. Sundar wanted to learn even more and challenge himself in new ways. So, he decided to leave India and go to the United States for further studies.

Moving to another country was a big deal. Sundar had never traveled far before, and now he was flying thousands of miles away from his home, family, and everything familiar. He was accepted at Stanford University in California, one of the most famous schools in the world. Life in America was very different. The food, the culture, the weather—everything was new. Sundar didn’t have a lot of money, and he had to live very simply, but he never gave up. He kept learning and pushing himself to understand more about technology.

After finishing his studies, Sundar worked at a few companies before finally joining Google in 2004. At first, he worked on small projects, but he quickly stood out because of his clever ideas and calm leadership. One of his first big successes was helping to create the Google Toolbar, a tool that made it easier for people to search the internet from any web browser. That project led to even bigger opportunities. Sundar played a key role in the creation of Google Chrome, the web browser that millions of people use today. He believed that browsing the internet should be fast, simple, and safe, and Chrome was designed with those ideas in mind.

As Sundar continued to do great work, people at Google noticed how smart and helpful he was. He didn’t try to take all the credit for himself—he listened to others, encouraged teamwork, and always stayed humble. Over time, he was given more and more responsibility. He worked on Google Maps, Gmail, Google Drive, and even the Android operating system that powers so many phones around the world. His success wasn’t just because of how much he knew, but also because of how he treated others and solved problems without panicking.

In 2015, Sundar reached a huge milestone in his journey. Google’s parent company, Alphabet, was created, and Sundar was named the CEO of Google. That meant he was now the boss of one of the most powerful and well-known companies on the planet. It was an unbelievable achievement for someone who grew up in a modest home in Chennai. Later, in 2019, he became the CEO of Alphabet, too, which put him in charge of the entire group of companies under it, including Google itself.

Even though he became a famous and important leader, Sundar never forgot where he came from. He often talks about his childhood in Chennai and how it shaped him. He encourages young people everywhere to stay curious, ask questions, and never stop learning. He believes that big dreams can start in the smallest of places and that anyone, no matter where they are from, has the potential to change the world.

Sundar Pichai’s journey from Chennai to the world is a story full of hope and inspiration. It shows that kindness, intelligence, and courage can open doors to amazing possibilities. It also reminds kids everywhere that they don’t need to be born rich or powerful to do something great—they just need to stay curious, work hard, and believe in themselves.
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Chapter 2: Growing Up with Big Dreams
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When Sundar Pichai was a young boy growing up in Chennai, India, he didn’t live in a big house or have fancy toys. His family shared a two-room apartment in a busy neighborhood, and they didn’t have many of the things that other families might have had. There was no television, no car, and not even a telephone for a long time. But what they did have was something very special—big dreams and a love for learning.

Sundar was a quiet, thoughtful child. He liked to observe the world around him, ask questions, and think deeply about how things worked. Even when he didn’t have access to the latest technology, his imagination was always active. He was especially fascinated by numbers and loved solving math problems. While other kids might have played outside all day, Sundar often enjoyed reading books, studying, and figuring out puzzles. He had a mind that was always curious, always searching for answers.

His father, who worked as an electrical engineer, played an important role in sparking Sundar’s interest in science and technology. Sundar would sit and listen to his father explain how machines worked and how different parts connected to make something function. These conversations made a big impact on him. Even though his family didn’t have a lot of money, they believed strongly in the power of education. They encouraged Sundar to study hard and dream big. His mother, who once worked as a stenographer, also supported his learning and always wanted the best for her children.

At school, Sundar was known as a bright student who never gave up, even when things got tough. He paid close attention to his teachers and did his homework with care. He was never loud or showy, but he stood out because of his dedication and clever ideas. He had a special gift—he could remember long strings of numbers with ease. This helped him later in life when he had to deal with computer codes, data, and big projects. Even as a kid, he showed signs of the kind of thinker and leader he would become.

Though Sundar lived a simple life, his dreams were never small. He imagined a world where he could work with the latest technology, solve big problems, and help people all over the planet connect and share information. He didn’t want to stay within the limits of what he had—he wanted to reach beyond them. But Sundar also knew that dreaming wasn’t enough. To make dreams come true, he needed to study hard, be kind, and keep going no matter what.

As Sundar moved through school and college, his dreams only grew bigger. He applied to the Indian Institute of Technology, one of the most difficult and prestigious schools in India. Many students wanted to get in, but only the best were accepted. Sundar was one of them. This was an important step toward his future. At IIT, he studied Metallurgical Engineering, which involves understanding how metals are made and used. While this might sound far from computers and the internet, it helped him build strong problem-solving skills and a deep respect for science.

But Sundar didn’t stop at IIT. He still had dreams that stretched even farther. He wanted to learn more and explore new ideas, so he applied to Stanford University in California. Getting into Stanford was like a dream coming true, but it wasn’t easy. Traveling to the United States meant leaving behind his family, his friends, and everything familiar. It also meant finding a way to afford the journey and the high cost of school. His father even spent more than a year's salary just to buy Sundar a plane ticket. That’s how much his family believed in him.

When Sundar arrived in America, he found himself in a new world filled with possibilities—but also challenges. The culture was different, and life was expensive. He had to be careful with every dollar he spent. He couldn’t afford luxuries, but he could still learn, and that was what mattered most. He studied hard, stayed humble, and made the most of every opportunity.

After Stanford, Sundar went on to study at the Wharton School at the University of Pennsylvania, where he learned about business and leadership. By now, his dreams were becoming more real. He was no longer just a boy from Chennai with big dreams—he was a smart, capable young man preparing to
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