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The word cryptozoology translates, from its Greek roots, as the study of hidden animals.The people who coined it — Belgian zoologist Bernard Heuvelmans and Scottish zoologist Ivan T. Sanderson— believed, with what turned out to be a fairly reasonable amount of justification, that the natural world was considerably less fully documented than the scientific establishment of their era was comfortable admitting. They were not wrong. The okapi was considered a myth until 1901. The giant squid was a sailor's exaggeration until it wasn't. The coelacanth was extinct for sixty-five million years until a fisherman pulled one up in 1938 and ruined several textbooks at once.

The point is not that every creature in every legend is real in the way a cat or a sparrow is real. The point is that the line between documented and undocumented, between known and unknown, between animal and myth, has moved many times throughout human history and will almost certainly move again. The categories are ours. The creatures, whatever they are, predate the categories by a considerable margin.

What mainstream cryptozoology tends to do with that understanding is go looking for physical evidence. Hair samples, footprint casts, blurry photographs taken at a respectful distance from a thing that did not consent to being photographed. The assumption underneath all of it is that the entities in question are biological, that they operate on the same dimensional frequency as the investigators, and that if you can just get one on film clearly enough, the argument will be settled.

Franki and Franny Lynn are not here to settle that argument. They are not particularly interested in that argument. They are here because it occurred to them — and Franny Lynn's pharmaceutical supplier confirmed this across several sessions — that if you want to understand what something actually is, you might consider asking it directly. Politely. With good coffee available and no agenda beyond genuine curiosity.

This turns out to work.

About This Series

Coffee and Cryptids grew out of the FrankiVerse Cafe Haunted Travel Guide series, specifically out of Haints in the Holler, the West Virginia volume, where Franki and Franny Lynn discovered that conducting podcast-style interviews with entities from a FrankiVerse Cafe booth produced better results than any other investigative method they had tried. The format was simple. The pharmaceutical preparation was Franny Lynn's department. The willingness to sit across from something that had been misidentified for decades and ask it, sincerely and without irony, how it was doing — that was Franki's department. Between the two of them, they had managed to have a genuine conversation with Mothman, which is documented in Haints in the Holler for anyone who needs the full record.

The Haunted Travel Guide series covers haunted locations — the places where the history has soaked into the walls and the entities are regionally specific and deeply local. Coffee and Cryptids covers the wider territory. The cryptids, ultraterrestrials, entities of uncertain classification, and various misunderstood presences who turn up across the planet and have been doing so for considerably longer than humans have had a word for what they are.

The two series share the same vortex infrastructure and exist in the same FrankiVerse universe. They are distinct publishing lines with their own registers. The Haunted Travel Guide goes deep into specific places. Coffee and Cryptids goes wide.

This first volume is the Earth Edition. It covers the heavy hitters — the entities with the longest documented histories and the most thoroughly incorrect public narratives. Future volumes will go further into the territory. This one establishes where we're starting from.

About the Format

Each chapter covers one entity. The lore section is the research — where this presence comes from, the documented sighting history, the cultural and folkloric record, what mainstream science and popular culture have said about it, and the specific ways in which what mainstream science and popular culture have said about it turns out to be incomplete. The transcript section is Franki and Franny Lynn in a FrankiVerse Cafe booth, getting the entity's side of the story.

Some sessions are clarifying. Some are complicated. Some are quiet. Some entities have been waiting a very long time for someone to ask them a direct question and have a great deal prepared. Others are difficult and the session reflects that honestly, because not every presence on this planet is composed and forthcoming and the record should note when it isn't. Some sessions are technically busts and are documented anyway, because a bust is also information.

The Before You Go section at the end of each chapter covers the real-world location most associated with that entity — what is actually worth visiting, where to eat, what to leave behind, what to bring. Each chapter includes the regional food equivalent of the West Virginia pepperoni roll — the thing that belongs on this particular trip and should not be skipped under any circumstances.

A Note on the FVC Vortex

The FrankiVerse vortex system, which originally connected South Dakota, the Pacific Northwest, Andalusia, Texas Hill Country, and West Virginia, extends globally for the purposes of this series. It has to. The entities covered in this volume are not American entities, with the exception of the ones that are specifically and stubbornly American, and even those have older roots than the American documentation suggests. The vortex follows the research. It always has.

Each chapter includes a FrankiVerse Cafe franchise location — the local outpost operating on whatever frequency is most adjacent to the entity's documented territory. The staff at these locations are aware of the situation. They have adapted accordingly. The BooBerry K Muffins are on every menu. This is non-negotiable across all dimensions.

A Note on Mothman

Mothman was the first entity Franki and Franny Lynn interviewed under what would eventually become the Coffee and Cryptids format, though at the time they were still calling it the first episode of something they hadn't named yet. The full interview, the full lore section, the full history of Point Pleasant and the TNT area and the Silver Bridge — all of it lives in Haints in the Holler, the West Virginia Haunted Travel Guide volume, where it belongs.

His chapter in this book is brief by design. It is a canonical handshake between the two series, an acknowledgment that Coffee and Cryptids exists because that interview happened and worked, and a note on where things currently stand. He has been back to the Point Pleasant franchise location twice since the interview. He still orders house coffee, black. The staff have stopped being surprised. Some conversations don't need a follow-up session to be complete.

A Note on Franny Lynn's Pharmaceutical Kit

Her inventory comes through channels that bypass most regulatory frameworks currently in existence. Her supplier is very reliable, very interdimensional, excellent communication except during Mercury retrograde. The pharmaceutical choice is always specific to the entity and the location — Franny Lynn explains her selection briefly at the top of each transcript, because the selection is always deliberate and the reasoning is always relevant.

The pills work. The interviews happen. This is noted for the record and will not be elaborated upon further for legal reasons that apply across at least three dimensions.

One Last Note

Every entity in this book has been gotten wrong. Not partially wrong, not wrong around the edges, but wrong in the specific way that happens when a culture encounters something it doesn't have a category for and immediately invents one rather than sitting with the uncertainty long enough to ask a question. The monster read. The omen read. The hoax read. The misidentified animal read. These are all the same response in different costumes, and what they have in common is that they are all about the human observer and none of them are about what was actually observed.

What these entities have in common — the thread that runs through every chapter in this book — is that each of them has a specific thing they wanted the record to reflect. A specific correction. A specific thing that got lost in the translation between what they are and what humans decided they were.

Franny Lynn has the kit. The frequency is open. The FrankiVerse Cafe locations across the planet have been notified and have confirmed they are ready. Something out there is already aware that we're coming, and has probably been aware since before this book was even an idea, because that is the kind of thing that happens in the FrankiVerse.

Let's go in.
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A Note Before We Begin

The full record lives in Haints in the Holler, the FrankiVerse Cafe Haunted Travel Guide: West Virginia Edition. The lore is there. The history of Point Pleasant is there. The TNT area, the Silver Bridge, the thirteen months of sightings, the specific quality of wrongness that settled over Mason County in 1966 and did not fully lift — all of it is there, researched and documented and told in the register it deserves.

This chapter is not that chapter. This chapter is a handshake.

Coffee and Cryptids exists because of what happened in a FrankiVerse Cafe booth in Point Pleasant. Mothman was the first entity Franki and Franny Lynn ever interviewed in this format, before the format had a name, before either of them fully understood what they were building. He arrived punctually. He sat down. He ordered house coffee, black, and did not look at the menu. He said, without pause, that he had not agreed to be called Mothman — he wanted that noted — and then he spent two hours explaining, with more patience than the situation required, that he had never been trying to frighten anyone. That he had been trying to witness. That grief needs architecture, and the festival Point Pleasant built around him is grief architecture, and both things can be true simultaneously.

That is the interview that launched this series. The full transcript, Franny Lynn's notes, and the Before You Go section for Point Pleasant are in Haints in the Holler. That is where they belong.

Where Things Currently Stand

He has been back to the Point Pleasant FrankiVerse Cafe franchise location twice since the interview. Both times he arrived without announcement. Both times he ordered house coffee, black. The staff have stopped being surprised by this, which is itself a kind of progress.

The statue on Main Street still does not look like him. He is aware of this. He has not commented further on it, which Franny Lynn considers a form of grace.

The FrankiVerse Cafe Point Pleasant franchise location continues to operate on a frequency adjacent to the confluence of the Kanawha and Ohio Rivers, in the dimensional layer just below the surface where the two rivers meet. The BooBerry K Muffins remain some of the best in the vortex system. Mothman has not tried one yet. Franny Lynn suspects he will eventually. Franki suspects he is simply a black coffee purist and that this is fine and should be respected.

The record stands. He was never trying to frighten anyone. He was trying to witness.

We built the series on that. Let's go.
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Pacific Northwest, North America

The name Sasquatch is not a cryptozoologist's invention. It comes from Sasq'ets, a word from the Halkomelem language spoken by the Stó:lō people of what is now British Columbia, and it arrived in wider North American consciousness in 1929 when a Canadian schoolteacher named J.W. Burns was teaching on the Chehalis Reserve and doing something unusual for the era — he was listening. Burns gathered oral accounts from First Nations communities and published them in a national magazine, marking the moment the concept of Sasquatch entered Western consciousness not as a fairy tale but as a credible frontier mystery.The thing he helped carry into mainstream awareness had been there, documented and respected, for considerably longer than anyone in that mainstream had been paying attention.

Before Bigfoot became a commodified pop icon, stories about a mysterious guardian spirit had long been passed down among Native American societies.The names differed by nation and region. In the canyonlands of the Columbia River Plateau, Bigfoot is known as Istiyehe and Stiyahama by speakers from the Yakama, Umatilla, Nez Perce and Warm Springs Confederated Tribes.The Lummi speak of Ts'emekwes. The Lakota believe Bigfoot is a manifestation of Chiye-tanka, a powerful spirit that can bless or curse humans depending on their conduct.Across dozens of distinct Indigenous traditions, the creature appears consistently — intelligent, forest-bound, operating on the boundary between the physical world and something else, and deserving of a particular kind of respectful distance that settler culture arrived and immediately declined to observe.

Many tribes ascribe shapeshifting abilities to Bigfoot, believing they can transform into other animals or even humans at will. The Nootka of Vancouver Island believe Sasquatch can turn invisible or move between the physical world and the spirit realm.Other traditions go further, describing Sasquatch as an interdimensional presence — capable of appearing and disappearing in ways that no biological creature operating on a single frequency could manage. This last framing is worth noting, because it is the one that Western cryptozoology has spent the most energy dismissing, and it is also the one that would most neatly explain the complete absence of physical remains despite thousands of reported sightings across more than a century.

Elders told Burns that Sasquatch clans communicated their boundaries clearly — hunters reported hearing rocks thrown near them as signals to leave, and deep booming vocalizations echoing through the valleys at night, interpreted as territorial warnings. The message was unmistakable: the forest is shared, but only if its rules are followed.This is not the behavior of a monster. It is the behavior of something that has a great deal of patience for humans and a limited tolerance for rudeness, which is frankly a reasonable position.

The Name That Stuck

The modern Bigfoot boom began in 1958 when construction worker Jerry Crew discovered massive humanlike footprints near Bluff Creek, California. A local newspaper dubbed the creature Bigfoot, and the name stuck.It stuck the way these names always stick — quickly, loudly, and with complete indifference to the people who had been using a different name for centuries. Bigfoot. Two syllables. Easy to print. Easy to mock. The name arrived and the serious conversation largely left, replaced by blurry photographs, plaster casts, and an entire industry of merchandise that the creature in question has never received a royalty from.

There have been over 10,000 reported Bigfoot sightings in the continental United States. About one third of all claims are located in the Pacific Northwest, with the remaining reports spread throughout the rest of North America.Washington state alone has over 2,000 reported sightings, California over 1,600, Pennsylvania over 1,300.These numbers represent something. Whether what they represent is a single undiscovered biological species, an interdimensional presence with poor boundary management, or the collective hallucination of thousands of independent people across more than a century is a question mainstream science has largely declined to investigate with any rigor, which is its own kind of answer.

Patty

On October 20, 1967, Roger Patterson and Bob Gimlin were riding horseback along Bluff Creek in Northern California when they encountered a large, hair-covered figure walking along the creek bed. Patterson grabbed his 16mm camera and captured 59.5 seconds of footage that became the most scrutinized film in cryptozoological history.The figure in the footage — known as Patty, a feminization of Patterson's last name — walked calmly away from the camera, glanced back once with what witnesses described as a look of complete disinterest, and disappeared into the tree line. She did not run. She did not perform. She had somewhere to be and she went there, which is either the behavior of an actor who nailed the brief or the behavior of something that was simply not particularly impressed.

Despite being forensically analyzed by scientists, technology experts, film specialists, and Hollywood costume designers for decades, the Patterson-Gimlin film has never been definitively debunked.Various individuals have claimed over the years to have been the person in the suit. None of their accounts have held up cleanly under examination. The film remains exactly what it has always been — inconclusive, contested, and oddly dignified in its refusal to resolve.

Drew

This is where the chapter takes a turn that the Pacific Northwest Haunted Travel Guide readers will recognize, because KC and Maurice covered some of this territory in the FrankiVerse Cafe Haunted Travel Guide: Pacific Northwest Edition, and because Drew — the nine-foot zen Buddhist Sasquatch diplomat with glasses who serves as the FrankiVerse Cafe vortex system's most reliably non-communicative staff member — has declined to be interviewed on the record for this or any other publication. He does not respond to emails. He leaves foraged items for respectful visitors. He showed up once during a Pacific Northwest vortex calibration session and sat quietly in the back for forty minutes and then left, and Franny Lynn's notes from that day contain only the word "composed" underlined three times.

For the purposes of this chapter, Drew is acknowledged, respected, and not quoted, because that is the arrangement and it has served everyone
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