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For Leslie, Nathan,
 and my as-this-was-going-to-print-still-alive father






“I bought a ticket to the world,

But now I’ve come back again.

Why do I find it hard to write the next line?

Oh, I want the truth to be said.”

—SPANDAU BALLET
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FOREWORD



Regrets, I’ve had a few, but then again too few to mention. Words to live by, whether you come to that sentiment via Frank Sinatra (whose birthplace of Hoboken, New Jersey, has been my home for decades) or Sid Vicious or even Paul Anka (if you have never heard the recording of him berating his band, put down this book immediately—after paying for it, of course—and seek it out). But I do have one regret I’d like to share with you.

Time was I proofread books for a cheapo paperback publisher. Most of my assignments were sexy postapocalyptic survivalist dramas and sexy Old West cowboys and Indians dramas, but on one occasion I was given a compendium of rock ’n’ roll trivia to correct. This book was riddled with mistakes to a laughable degree, and my regret is that I didn’t xerox the thing in its original form, because all these years later the only example of its slapdashitude I can recall is a reference to Maria Muldaur’s 1974 hit record “Midnight at the Oasis” as “Meet Me at the Oasis.” Which I concede doesn’t seem that funny, but I’m a stickler for accuracy.

As such, and keeping in mind the Pythagorean theorem (“Once a proofreader, always a proofreader”), it was with no small amount of foreboding that I picked up Jon Glaser’s My Dead Dad Was in ZZ Top. In this age of Wikipedia and Internet rumors repeated until they are mistaken for fact, I suspected yet another contribution to the noise that’s making truth so paradoxically difficult to discern amidst the overload of information. A section devoted to names that my group allegedly considered before deciding on Yo La Tengo was not a good sign. I have no memory of any of these names.


And yet…and here’s where Glaser has separated himself from your print-the-legend rabble. Through an awe-inspiring amount of research, he has found documentation to back up even the most outrageous of the claims within. In the case of Yo La Tengo, he has somehow located a piece of paper in which those rejected names appear, and I cannot claim that it is not my handwriting, because it most unmistakably is. One must thereby conclude that all of the other stories in this book, no matter how dubious, are, as the subtitle promises, “100% Real.”

By now, I hope you’ve enjoyed that Paul Anka tirade and have once again picked up My Dead Dad Was In ZZ Top. I invite you to sit down in a comfortable chair and “Meet Me at the Oasis”—the oasis of Knowledge!

—Ira Kaplan







INTRODUCTION



Hello. Welcome to My Dead Dad Was in ZZ. Top. It was a long and arduous journey to get here, one that required a lot of blood, sweat, tears, and—as you will find out later in the book—a little bit of cum. And while I would like nothing more than to say that this book was a labor of love and that it was all worth it, I cannot, because it was not. It was anything and everything but. It was a labor of pain. And heartache. And betrayal. And anger. And resentment. And shock. And sadness. And stress. And more pain. And more anger. Walls were punched. A soul was searched (not mine). Animal ears were scritched and scratched to help soothe frayed nerves. It was never easy to get to the truth. I had to bribe. I had to blackmail. I had to bribemail. Let this serve as a warning to anyone reading this—be he man, beast, machine, or the female versions of those (woman, she-beast, womachine)—who is considering embarking on his or her own quest for knowledge: pure truth comes at a heavy, heavy price. For every dollar this journey cost me, it cost me thousands more in emotion dollars.

The inspiration for the entire book is the following set of letters that you are about to read. These letters require a bit of a preamble and explanation, which begin with the passing of my father several years ago. I will do my best to condense a lifetime’s worth of pain into a few short paragraphs.

I didn’t know my dad very well. My parents divorced when I was quite young. My father and I had what I will generously call a peripheral and strained relationship. Rarely there for Little League games. Cards on birthdays. That sort of thing. When I found out he was sick and that it was terminal, I thought for sure that we would be able to find some way to resolve any outstanding issues and put our differences behind us. At the very least, I thought we would be able to establish a sense of closure and resolution, so he could die—and so I could move on and live—in peace. Unfortunately, not only did this not happen, but what unfolded after his death only served to allow him to continue to torment me from the grave.

I traveled back to Michigan to settle his estate. Various items to be sold or donated were packed into boxes. Other items, long since stored and in need of inspecting and appraisal, were taken out of boxes. It was a very profound experience, to say the least, getting to know my father through his possessions, trying to piece together the man I never really knew. I saw photos, books, plaques from various jobs, articles of clothing, so many things I had never seen. One of the things I discovered about him that I never knew, a piece of information that he figured wasn’t worth sharing with his only son, was that he was in ZZ Top. Not the band as we know it—he’s not part of the main trio. He was in an earlier incarnation of the band.

In a box marked “Do Not Show This To My Son,” I discovered a stack of letters that he had written to the guys in the band. There were dozens, but I will share the four that I feel best sum up his experience. Or perhaps they’re just the four that best sum up the father that I always longed and ached for. In any case, without further explanation, here they are. The inspiration for the whole journey.


The ZZ Top Letters.
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I found this in one of the boxes of letters.
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Me, my sister, and the father we thought we knew.
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All I can do whenever I look at this photo is wonder how much more fun this moment would have been if I had known my dad was in ZZ Top.


[image: image]

Look how much nerve the liar had to sit with his grandson and pretend he wasn’t in ZZ Top and didn’t know how to play piano.

So there you have it. These letters—this Pandora’s Box (or as I like to call it, Glasedora’s Box)—sent a virtual and visceral shockwave of doubt to my very core and disrupted my entire sense of self up to that point in my life. Numb, I began to wonder how many other secrets and lies (not to mention how many copies of Mike Leigh’s Secrets and Lies) lay boxed up in other estranged fathers’ basements. I wondered how many more truths/untruths lay waiting to be discovered within the world of rock and roll. And who better to dig them up than someone whose heart had just been pierced by that very world’s dagger of betrayal.

Inspired, I emptied my bowels, filled my belly with a meatball calzone from Lombardi’s in Manhattan (the sauce; the bread; the meatballs), and prepared myself to go tear the world of rock and roll a new asshole (giving it a third asshole; rock and roll has two assholes, FYI and BTW). I set out on a fact-finding mission that would span years and continents. The collective results of that mission lay waiting in the remaining pages of this book.

Now it is you who must prepare yourself. To be “me,” with the world of rock and roll serving as your father.
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RICK EVANS, esq.
17 Rosebud Lane, St. 8
Pasadena, CA 91101

To: Eddie and Alex Bran Fralen
Fr: Rick Evans
Re: Band name
Date: 4-18-T2

Hey, 2uys. Bad news. I,ve been doing a lot of research
and investigating, and it turns out there already is a band called
Bran Fralen. They're a jazz combo in St. Paul, linnesota,
consisting of two friends: Hal Bran (sax) and Chris Fralen (drums)
It is my official recommendation that you go with your first
choice from the list of alternates: Van Halen.

I know you guys really wanted to call yourselves. Bran
Fralen. It's your last name, and I agree it sounds cool. It
definitely sounds tougher than. Van Halen, but what can you do,
that's the way it goes. If it's any consolation, the same
thing happened to Crosby, Stills, and Nash. There were already
three guys named Flosby, Gills, and Lash, who had a fairly
successful acapella group in Dayton. Welcome to the music biz.
This is only the tip of the bullshit iceberg.

Anyway, let me know if that's the name you want to go with.
I think it's the best one from the list of alternates, and it's
already been cleared. Say hi to David and kichael. Oh, and I
listened to the demo for the first album. For what it's worth,
Eddie, Iddon't think you should include "Eruption". Nobody
wants to listen to something that sounds like soxe asshole
on mushrooms: fucking around in their basement.

Rids
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The Who Tour Rider
September 17, 1976
Charlton Athletic Football Grounds
Please have the following available for the band:
-Backstage fridge must be stocked with water and ice cold Guinness

-Four dozen small terry cloth hand towels for band to use during and
after the show

-Kettle, mugs, lemon, honey and tea for making tea.

-Do not turn on air conditioner before, during, or after show, band
does not like A/C.

-Finger sandwiches must be made available before the show. Variety of
both meat and cheese sandwiches expected.

-Separate room with cots and white noise machine for pre-show naps.

PLEASE READ AND STIGN CONFIDENTTALITY WAIVER AT BOTTOM!!!!!!!!

You will not plug in any amps or equipment. The band does not want,
need or use electricity. Please find me as soon as the band arrives.
The band has a special generator that they will plug all equipment
into. After rehearsal, Pete will plug what may or may not be his
penis into said generator (don’t ask me how this works, you’ll see

at rehearsal). He will then play guitar and windmill for a half

hour. The energy he produces via wind power will be stored into the
generator and used to power the show. The box looks small, but do

not ask questions, as this is highly technical and would take days to
explain. Just know that it’s Pete Townsend, and the power he generates
by windmilling for one show is equivalent to 10 mini-Hiroshimas. I
know that description is in bad taste, but it is the best way to
describe it. I know it’s the best way to describe it because I’ve had
this conversation many, many, many times, and have tried to describe it
many different ways. So please don’t ask. There will also be several
members of the British military on site to oversee the entire ETO
(Energy Transferral Operation), and to also make sure you understand
how confidential this is. I will tell you now that several event
managers have met with ,mysterious deaths“ as the result of wanting

to talk about this. So just be smart, sign this confidentiality
agreement, do your job, and then keep your fucking mouth shut for the
rest of your life.

_We also need a bowl of chocolate truffles next to Keith's drum kit for
the show.

Thanks! Looking forward to a great show!
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RODNEY PORTER, ESQ.

PORTER, DUMARS, AND SALLEY, ATTORNEYS AT LAw
4933 CuaNTILLY BLVD. — ST. 4100
Lincorn, NE 68502

To: Drew Goldman, Atty. at law
Re: Kinks Of Leon Band name
8-14-1999

Mr. Goldman:

My name is Rodney Porter. I represent former heavyweight boxing champion of the world Leon Spinks.
It has come to my attention that you represent a band that goes by the name “Kinks Of Leon”. I would
like to bring your attention to a series of romance novels that carry the same name. In 1981, Leon
Spinks began work on what would become the first of a dozen adult-themed romance novels called “The
Kinks Of Leon”. They followed the romantic, adventure, and sexual exploits of a fictional character
named “Leon”, loosely based on the champ. I have included one of his more well-known and widely
read books, She Punched My Love, for reference.

These books have garnered a reputation of being very popular with young, hip crowds for their ironic
and “kitch” sensibilities. But make no mistake. This was neither a half-hearted nor an ironic venture
for Mr. Spinks. This was something he took very seriously and put a lot of work into, as evident by the
number of books he put out, including Knockout Kisser, 7" Round Itch, and Sexual Sparring Partners,
all under the Ringside ‘Rotica “The Kinks Of Leon” series brand. It is clear to me that the band “Kinks
Of Leon” is trying to capitalize on and exploit the name of Leon Spinks and the literary achievements
and recognition he worked so very hard to achieve in “The Kinks Of Leon” for their own cultural,
personal, and financial gains.

Please consider this a cease and desist order for your band as they now call themselves and instruct them
to change their name immediately, or we will take legal action. Thank you.

o bk

Rodney Porter
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LEON:

LEON:

VOICE:

LEON:

LEON:

LEON:

LEON:

LEON:

VOICE:

LEON:

LEON:

LEON:

LEON:

LEON:

LEON:

LEON:

--THOMPSON TRANSCRIPTION SERVICES--
L. SPINKS pl

Rodney. Hey, man, it’s Leon. Hey, man, I saw a sign in a coffee shop last
week for something that said “Kinks Of Leon”.

(a honking horn is heard)

I thought it was for a book signing for me and my books, which seemed fucked
up since I ain’t heard from you about it and haven’t done one of those
things in years. But I went because

(honking horn is heard again)

(unintelligible)

hold up a sec..

(yelling to someone)

fuck you, man, it ain’t green yet!

(back to the call)

Sorry, man, some asshole was honking at me. Anyway, I went because I needed
the money (horn honking) and didn’t want to let down any fans. I brought a
couple copies of

(horn honking)

wait, hold up..

(yelling at someone)

what, motherfucker?!?

(unintelligible)

Oh. Oh, hi!

(back to call)

Sorry, man, someone recognized me and was just waving hi. BAnyway, I brought a
couple copies of Speedbag Or Teabag and She Punched My Love 2 - The Knockout
Blow, just in case, those are the only books I have left. Anyway, man,

(horn honking)

I was confused when I got there because there were no books,

(horn honking)

just a bunch of white kids watching a band, and they had “Kinks of Leon”
written on their drum and

(horn honking)

Wait, hold up

(yelling to someone)

what, motherfucker, I already said hi! What? Oh.
(back to call)

I gotta go, now the light turned green for real. Anyway, big Rod, please
give me a call, man, I wanna know what the fuck is going on.
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KEVIN QUADMAN
s DAVIS awp Lrororp

49 rrco BLw., surrz 402

Los AwGELES, cA, 90217

Kim:

Hey, buddy. I got your memo. As your attorney, I have to advise
you not to pursue the idea of an all-runaway band called “The Girls”.
The legal - not to mention ethical - implications of taking a bunch
of underage female girl runaways off the street and putting a band
together with them, are numerous. You’re asking for a lot of trouble.
I know I'm just a nerd who knows the law and not the music biz, but
wouldn’t it be a better idea to just take a group of girls who aren’t
runaways, and who are musicians, and just call them “The Runaways” ?
Do you need actual runaways for this idea? I know it’s not as pure of
an idea, but as far as I know, no one in Led Zeppelin is a blimp. No
one in The Doors is a door. No one in Cream is actual cream.

Anyway, in summation, I am advising you to not form an all-
runaway group called “The Girls”, and instead, think about forming
an all-girl group called “The Runaways”. Or, call them whatever you
want, just don’t form a band with a group of underage runaways. Bad

idea, buddy. Bad idea.

KEVIN
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Rod Stevart “Every Tour Tells A Story” Tour Rider
Sunuary 1%, 1672
The Orange Bovl, Miat

(thte 1 Rots ridex, ploase seo soparate rider for band)

~One box chamoatle te, 5 leon:

30 boxes cherry Ludens

=5 laxge towels

~One pot botling water vith sucalyptas lesves

~Please have a1 chairs and sofas pushed tovards the vells.
204 12 an avid footballer and 1ikes to have an open space to
Jugsle o football befure shovs to relax.

‘THE FOLLOVING 18 VERY IMPORTANT 50 PLEASE MAKE SURE 100 READ THIS
VERY CAREFULLY AND UNDERSTAD THAT YOU MUST NOF SCREY TAIS UP:

nd not vater.

MACk Waller, the band's drusser, has found that nothing Keeps the
Kick pedal on his bass dru lubricated 1ike husan seaen. This 15
Gbvicusly unconventional, and #0 £¢ is not discussed publicly. But
Bany drdamers ind hussn sesen to be the ideal lubricant for their

5 o 1ikes to head off tage for quick sjot of tes during guiter selce.

“S++w*17 15 VERT INPORTANT TEAT YOU KEEP THE WOO OF SEMEN YD THE
0O OF TEA SEPARATED AND CLEARLY LABELED-=ewsess

Vo have had probleas with this in the past. For cbvious reasons,
0d vould prefer to not drink the mug of semen. Please take the
Decessary steps to maxe sure that Rod does not drink & mug of sesen
Whon he Comes OFF stage to have 4006 tes. Let o Just vrite this
Seain sl ey clos.’ We v ik o et any ituation vhere
tovart ends up drinking & mag's vorth of sesen. Thank you.
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ALL:
Guess who?

GARRY:
No, you guys always say that when I have a knock knock joke. You
don't say 'guess who', you say 'who's there?”

):[0):H
No, it's 'guess who'. See, this is why we never want to do your knock
knock Jjokes.

GARRY:

Fair enough, but it's 'who's there'.

RANDY:

It's 'guess who'.

GARRY:

It's not. 'Guess who' makes no sense.

CHAD:

Sure it does. Someone knocks at the door, you try to guess who it is.
GARRY:

(exasperated)

You don't try to guess who it is, you ask. 'who's there?'. If anything,
the person at the door would be the one to say 'guess who's

JIM:
No.

GARRY:

(sounds figuratively exhausted)

Oh my God. Okay, whatever. You guys can answer the door however
you want. But in the traditional 'knock knock' joke, the response is
"who's there?” Come on, try it. EKnock knock.

ALL:
Guess who?

GARRY:
(sounds annoyed)
Knock knock.
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CHAD:
Great take, guys, I think we really nailed that one.

ALL:
Yeah . . « here here . . « I agree . .. etc.

BOB:
Yeah, my keyboard is still 'shakin’ all over' at how great that take
was!

ALL:
(Laughter)

RANDY:
Hey, who woulda thought a bunch of guys from Winnipeg would be on
their way to meking it 8s rock stars?

ALL:
Yeah « « « I know . « « isn't it great? . . . etc.

JIM:
Yeah, but we 5111l heven't settled on 2 name.

ALL: 5
Oh, yeah . . « ah, geeze, that's right . . . yeah, let's get back to that.

GARRY:
Okay, but first, I've got a great knock knock joke.

ALL:
{mumbling diseppraval)

CHAD:
Not now, Garry, this is important.

GARRY:
I know, but real quick.

CHAD:
Okay. Real quick.

GARRY:
Okay. Enock knock.
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o The Modern Lovers
Pr: Pablo Pleasso

Rz “Pablo Pleasso”
Maxeh 33, 2973

Gentlomen,

X have Just Listened o & dopo of your song Pablo Picesso’. T am not at Liberty to

1y vhere T got it, although I undorstand you are friends vith a young oan naned
John Cale. Nevertheless, I andoyed it iooonsely. Hovever, regarding the lyric
“Pablo Picasso vas never called an assbole.’, which I 810 thoronghly enjoyed, T
Gust nforn yon that this i stoply not trus. Not only is 1t ot troe, but T take
Fride in the fact that it is not tras! Regardloss, 1 folt compelled, os a nev
adnixex, to enlighten 7ou as Lo the inaccuracy. Flesse {ndulge a husble cld oan at
the twilignt of his 1ifo o correct the errox of your ways. Here sre e11 the tines
when 1 vas 4 fact called an asshole.

3006, Paris. Upon completion of @y Portrait of Gertrade Steln’, 1t hes been videly
Quoted that vhen sonebody conmentad hov Stetn d1dt ook 14ke her portrait, T
faonsly 3814 Sk vilL" What hos not been a3 widely quoted was that the person
hen callea e an asabole.

1920, Paris. Whtlo vorking on the bellet Pulcinella vith Igor Strevinsk, I tald
hin that 1 thought Coamodia deLl'sxto ves & boring, lowsst coanon dencxinator axt
Sorn for the masses.

Ho catlod oo an asenel

2627, Nice. Upon £inding out that X vas having
5ir) nazed MerioTheross Valter, oy first vife Olga Fhokhlova called e an

3063, Parts. Prancotse Otlot, one of By oany lovers, vhon I Bet after the Liberation
of Parts, 1oft oo becaus of what she called ay pany ndiscretions and unseealy
treatpent of her. The last thing she said as sho walked cut the Goor vas Picasio,
70u axe such an asshale
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ALL:
Guess who?

GARRY:
(sounding more annoyed)
Knock knock.

ALL:
Guess who?

GARRY:
(sounding more annoyed)
Jesns Christ. Enock knock!

ALL:
Guess who?

CHAD:
Wait, I just thought of a name for the band.
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585, Poris. After ay fizst vifo ated, MarioThsross Waltor, the vosen I had
started an affair with in 1627, and had a b1 with 1n 1635, s8id she vamted to
ot married. I xefused, and she called 5o an asshole.

306, Vallauris. Prancotse Oflot vanted very much o legally legitiaioe the two children
o bad togather. X enconraged her to dfvorce hex husband end arry oe. She &id her
Fart and £11ed for ivorce, bot 14ttle 214 she know that, os Gy wey of Getting beck

8 hex for Laaving oe back 1n 1063, T had secretly married one of @y other lovers,
Jacqueline Boque. When she found out, ahe called mo an ssshole.

2067, Chicago. T vas commissioned to make & Daqustte for & 50 fuot high poblic
sculpture. Dpon its coapletion, X was offered payment of $100,000. I refused,
Calling 1t By 17t to the city. When I told this to then bayor Richard J. Daley,
o 1oaed dovn and vhispersd 1n =7 eaz, “Vhat axe ou trying to be, some kind of
8351107 Ho thought I vas trying to upstage his, which of courss T vos not. Ho
Later apologized fox calling me an asshole, but this doss not take avey fxon the
£act that T ves still celled an ssshol

And theze you have 1%, The 7 times {n oy 1ife that I vas actually celled an ssshole.
I don't. think 1's necessazy, but 1 you vant to chango the song, that’s fine by se. 1
ust vanted you to know.

S e

Line—

Favlo picesso
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SECRETARIAT OF STATE

mou e vancan, 7 Tune 1985

Bt Jtn and #illian.

1 bave contacted The Vatican and asked The Holy
Fathor fo transerd: i this to you.
T'an uriting to ob the nase of jour band.

Lot me just say that T
an'a huge fan: Tove, love, TOVE Your guys' sound.
Eeyeaociay vily Undduotediy o doum o6 e of the
sert dnflueniial, Centnal gool putk albus o ol
Eine.Darklands vas a brilliant follow up effors,
Fa1i was a Standout song for me)

In any case, 1 just have to bé honest and say that
T'5'not craiy about the nase you've. chosen: Don't
e ond Tt e

— 3% Senond 1e¥oPalevor.~sut 16 apbreciate (LAL o
ou'd please reconsider for any albuss fron here
on. “1'can't mae you change the name, but 1' Teally
appreciate it. T have instructed His Holiness fo
Bray for you and future Successes for your band.

Srsy, okag, ke 55 oasy Jesus, youwve seid your
pheta Hiectite’Vour Tae, ‘and Food b
E580tan oo peat wbatslsa"che brothers Hedd bave 1n
Sorefor the musio loving purlie!

Anxiously awaiting more but also STRONGLY urging you
o' change your nase,

Jesus

P.5. - Lose the drus machine. Sorrrrr-ing!
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ROGER:

RICK:
DAVE:
RICK:
NICK:
RICHARD:
DAVE:
NICKE:
RICHARD:
NICK:
DAVE:
RICK:
ROGER:
RICK:
DAVE:
RICK:

ROGER:

NICK:
RICHARD:

DAVE:

Rick:
Roger:
Rick:

Dave:

Rick:

Roger:

esstes ] srens

All right, that was nice, I think we're close. Rick, can you tell Dave that I want to get another pass at
your solo.

Dave, Roger wants to get another pass at your golo.

Right. Tell Roger that we'll do that just as soon as we get baok from lunch.
Roger, Dave would like to do the pass after lunch.

Yeabh, let's grab some chow.

(unintelligible)

1 could do Mexican.

What about BBQ?

(unintelligible)

000, yeah, let's go to KC Rib Ticklers.

I'min. Rick, can you ask Rodge if he's up for barbeque?

Roger, the guys want to know if you'd like barbeque for lunch.

Idon't know, I wouldn't mind Indian.

Roger would like Indian.

Oh, come on, that's too heavy, we'll be napping all the rest of the day.

Uh, Roger, Dave doesn't want Indian. He thinks it's too heavy and might put the band to sleep later.

Well, that's what I'm in the mood for. Tell Dave that I'm sorry if he doesn't have what it takes to rise
above a good meal and keep rehearsing.

Oh boy, here we go.

(unintelligible)

Ub, you can tell Roger that I have what it takes to rise above a good meal and keep rehearsaing, but

there's lots of other place to have a good meal besides Indian, which will put us all in a food coma, so
what's the point?

Dave would like to know what the point is.
Tell Dave that the point is that's what I'm in the mood for, that's what.

Roger's not in the mood.

Hul, that's funny. Tell Roger that I thought the point was that 3 of the 4 members of this band
wanted EC Rib Ticklera.

The guys would prefer to go to KC Rib Ticklers.

Ob, and a heavy barbeque meal 1sn't heavy?
(THERE I8 A 7 BECOND PAUBE)
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To: Jay Leno
Fr: Rob Thomas
Re: Tonight Show
April. 20,2010

Hi,Jay.

Nothanks.

Rob
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Roger:
RICK:
DAVE:
RICK:
ROGER:
RICK:
DAVE:
RICK:

ROGER:

DAVE:

ROGER:

DAVE:

DAVE:

RICK:

ROGER:
RICK:
DAVE:

NICK:

EREERE Q KXEKE

(beavy sigh) Ask Dave if he thinks a barbeque meal isn’t as heavy?

You don’t think barbeque is as heavy?

Not as heavy as Indian.

Not as heavy as Indian.

That's not going to put you in a food coma?

That’s not going to put you in a food coma?

Not like Indian, no.

Not like Indian, no.

Look, tell Dave that on “Dark Side of the Moon”, he wanted “Speak To Me/Breathe” to be an up tempo
number. I told you him it needed to be slow. I knew I wasn’t going to convince him with any
articulate argument since he’s such a stubborn prick, so I made sure we had Indian that day. Ithink
he can agree that we were all pretty tired after, and I think it lent itself well to the final version of the
song. The song itself feels sated to me, it’s perfect.

(IT SOUNDS LIKE DAVE AND ROGER ARE ADDRESSING EACH OTHER DIRECTLY AT THIS POINT)
Oh, so now you admit that getting Indian was intentional and went against the wishes of the band.
Yes, I admit it. But getting Indian was and is for the good of the album, which is bigger than the band.
But you’re too selfish to realize it, Dave. You just want your EC Rib Ticklers and your Muy Muy Quite
Contrary burritos and your Potato and Spud’s Fish and Chips*. “Dark 8ide” wouldn't have turned
out as good as it was if not for Indian food.

That’s bloody fucking rubbish and you know it! That was the first album that we all fully collaborated
on which is why it turned out so great and was our first breakthrough album, and you have the
fucking nerve to say to our faces that the reason was Indian food? And that Indian food is going to
make my solo on “Another Brick” better?

(THERE I8 AN 8 SECOND PAUSE)

Roger, is that what you're saying?

Roger, is that what you're saying?

(THERE IS A 5 1/2 SECOND PAUS)

Yes.

Yes.

Ah, fuck off, we’re going to KC Rib Ticklers. Come on, guys.

I don’t know, maybe we should get Indian.

RICHARD: (unintelligible)
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To: Rob Thomas
P Jay Leno
Re: New Band Leader
Agel 16,2010

HiRob.

iy Leno her. Don'tknow i you bear, bt 'm doiag the Toaight Show again. Also
don't know i you heard, b Kevin Esbanks isseppiog down as bandleader. Hey.
speaking of“don’t know f you heard, ot know I you heard about tis volcaso i
celand tht's causing sl these unprecedented light delays and ancelltions. Volcanoes
1 Jeland? What's ext? Bret Favre permanenty reiing from football?

1n any case, I'm looking fo either a new bandieader,or & new bouse band. I've beca
inundatd with requests from baods s musicians tht I either have o iteret i, o who
area bt for the show. I1's geting close 10 crunch time, and I'm feeling desperse. So
hought 1 would reach out 0 one o my avorit musical acts and se f you had any
oterest. 1 think your musica seasibility would b  erfoct . for th show. The money.
s amazing, the s i great 'd et you leave 1o do any touring you wanted 1 do,
ou could have guest bandieaders. .. bsiclly, you ae my number one choice and I'd give
you carte blanche.

So whada ya say. buddy? You n? Ob, bey, spesking of ia" 1 just red my tazes i
yesterday. Did you Know you get a tax bresk I your ca s a ybed? That'sright. |
guess when Heidi Montag hesrd his, she said “Thar's grest. Can | declare my breasts?”
Anyweay, Rob, give it some though, nd et me Know ssap. Thanks!

Jay
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Your kid a damage case when it comes to math?
Is he finding other tutor’s lessons to be overkill?
Then why not give Motorhead Math Tutors a try?

While other tutors baby your kids and treat them with no class,
we tutor your kids with an iron fist.

We teach them the joy of problem solving, for as any good math
student knows, the chase is better than the catch.

S0 give Motorhead Math Tutors a try and tumn your child into an
‘ovemight sensation in math.

iversity entras
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e ¥ho Tour Rider
Septeabor 17, 1976
Charlton Aebletic Football Grounds

w2)

By signing this docusent on 2719741, agres that I shall never spenk
of the svents I an ubout to ¥itnoas during rehesrasl of the band The
Who, specifically, but not withheld o, Fete Tounsend as an enerey
soutca: 1 understand that should I breach this contract, aka open =y
dumb Ticking mouth, I say Heot a suspicious and unsolved mrder:

N~~~

Signature
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Shoe Repair

Bad shoes leaving you hot blooded?
Walking on broken heels leaving,
you with double vision?

Wl b sy good by o ll hose amying b
ot vl on o Foreighs Shos Rep,
el have yor s fecling e he st ey
e el s e R
1o Forlger. S oy serice £ rgent. i






OEBPS/Images/113.gif
- _ | reng
: \J ] g 1<
an \Nlﬂ» qu@.
Noving. Days like s, You wartt a rwan, it q
Yoo &ved girl o dothe Yb. Soppeone vho
will eare F*m'\n,x with crazy I, as if they
werre bis o Bind thates e Vo Morrisohy the
wa'fhvm.@‘.-) phsto Smu, we will <arry
on vequrllessuntilhe b 15 dne._ ilpurk holdy
g (elticttear: Dunkt sqt stranded yith
rvarees hat will e o shakirg st bend finking
wapese are the dovs”. Cqll Van with a vay and
21 e rhing T Or cather, driving.

R Eapt vetic, & by wegirkvind Gloria ot e, ety
andas agesuit, | will rek Fake jibs eifher out £ A ik
e Viggita. O the suveinding lyehe arte Sy,






OEBPS/Images/166.gif
5T

2D e meds
S Vo g Tevho
(vased oa [962 Mets season anecdofe
Tochie Ashbu/a and Frank Thomas Ripaing
140 eac\s otier when Ashbua yelled “vo
la tengo [ * cod Tremas asted him what «
yellow Hango wes .

P4 10U seEN My MoT 7"
(besed on 1973 Mlveckee Brewens anccdete
In « clobbovs prank, left frelde Jobary
Briqgs g\;du catches bagell Poster's

cotebies's mitt  Poster walks avound He

SNbluse all dag arln puaple echoelis mt ic )

RENG

§

SweeT cceArs”
(based on 1969 Detvort Tiqevs amecdote.
(e word “sweet™ is often vsed in fhe
Midwest as slang for sometlung nice, or
cool, or geed . pight Fieldes ik Gbsoa,a
netive Mduestesines Se€ng cente s

e Steve Kewp's gy baccball gpkes ,
Ougporently said, " Hey, Star, fhoss ave some
sweet cleats,  Kenp wentwn Fo be bagea as
Y Sweet cleats o his tewater for
e entive seson .

€ s






OEBPS/Images/112.gif
Where every child Knows,
“We're ﬁere to love you.”

Hey, moms. What fool beleves that good day care is easy to find?
Minute by minut, youfe one step closerto quality day care for yourlite daling,
DON'T DELAY!

Bosiher

ay (17 (A r bt ievaruing
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INTERPOL

To Javieno
Re: House Bano
Feanuany 17, 2010,

WOULD LOVE 10, BE YOUR NEW HOUSE BANG. PLEASE LET U8 NG,

PAUL DANIEL. CARLOS, AND SaM
Weremor
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NFUek Yo  Asstole

(based on 1782 Ralbimore Gricles anecdlote,
Ovserving piches Doq Welehel's pre—
game (Al of categ & Spinach and fefn
omelerve et fieldes Gary Roenicke

stavted atling hom “Zorba the Greek.
Wilewel | not WEing the nic kname | sad

“Fuck yoo, asshale ' +o Re Roenicke )
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Although I can'treally picture anybody doing it as well as he did. Hoo boy, T surely am.
£0ing to miss The Chuckle Patch.

In any case, thanks again for the interest. I've been getting a lot of inquiries, and I gotta
el ya, if [ had a carfor every band that wanted t0 be the new house band on The Tonight
Show, I'd have 1/5® the amount of cars I currently have! (Not sure if you know, but P'm
Known for liking cars, and I own a lotof them)

Anyway, thanks again. If you ever play a show in LA, please let me know so I can be
sure 10 tell some people who might like you're music.

Jay
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Interpol
Fr: Jay Leno

Re: House Band
February 25,2010

Intepol:
SRS RS RS | S RS TR RO

Hey. guys! Jay Leno here. In case you were confused by al the 5's,
letters like 1 start my show: with a bunch of audience pleasing high.ives! Getit? The
575 are above - or “higher - than the text, making them *high" 5's. Hopeflly the 5
ever get hurt, although i they do, a east they can get some medical marijuana out here
in Californa and stil be *high' 5's! Heh heh. Hey, tha calls for some more S's.

ESIIRERES S S (RS | BRSNS [ S | S |
Anyway, guys, thanks for yourltterand interest in becoming the new house band here

“The Tonight Show. 1 checked out some of your music on itunes (and rally, shouldn't it
be called my tnes”? 1 mean, tuncs sounds ike something out of a Tarzan movie. 1

ke to startoff my

tunes. 1 Jane!), and 1 don't think it's the sound we're looking for. We have a prety rock
Solid reputation here a The Tonight Show for playing things safc and iming 100% right
down the middle, so 'm not sure my audience i ready for aband whose sound is
‘generally a mix o bass throb and rhythmic, harmonized guitar, with a snare heavy mi
Hha. 1 got that from Wikipedia, 1 wasn't really sure how to deseribe you guys. 1don't
ven know what“bass throb" i, although it cerainly sounds like something Tiger Woods
probably feltaftr a night out with one his mistresses! O, ind speaking of great
punchiines, | justcan'tpicture you guys dlivering the pos-joke chuckles like Kevin.
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To Prons Ferinsad
P JayLeno

Re: Houe Baod
February 26,2010

Me Fectinant:

Befor I gt ot he e, st wak 0 s you that | pomise ot 0 s g,
youup!

Haha. Do know i you remember hose Hans nd Fran routines rom Sarday Night
Live, 1you don' remerser thm o eve s i, h skeich was bost two Ausian
bodybuiden aamed Hars s Fran, and hele ctch ps was W' ging (0 pup
(clp). o . 1 the word cla’ i preess because the two acon lyiog Hars
and Frunc would clp betwecn saying “pump” and“you p”. I was vryfuny. -
harctrs were modeled e Arold Schwarzoegger, and wer layed by Dara Cavey
(Church Lady)and Kevi Nesloa (Weds on Showie).

1y cse, rferenced i becauseyourname s Fra. 16 100 bd you weren't s
‘hen ey wer diag Hass and Frans on Swaetey Night Live. They coukd bav bave
i Kevi Neako it out st ight, you coud Bave aken i plce, put ke musces
nder you clthes, o he ket could have beeclled Hans and Fra Fedinod. O
Kevin Nesio could have becn i, 1 t would hav b “Haos o Fa o Frane
Fentnan”. Eiher oo would be oy, andetber wy, you'ecach phrse coukd bave

e “We ust a1 purnp (clp) 0u p,Jcquclio.” Ha . [have o adi, 1 dot
el Ko your i, my st gave m s of you song, and et o seemod
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70 JayLono
FR: Frans Fordinand
RE Tonight Show
February 17, 2010

Doar, M Lono,
Congratulatons on goting The Tonight Shouw back. Whilo wo are sorry.
5 héar that andlesder Kevin Eubanks il be leaving aer a fow
‘month, e would vory miach ke t throw our hats fnto the ing of
Considaraton to b e noww house band for The Tonight Shon | would
o an honour o join th ikes of Dac Sovorsan an Kevi Eubanks.
Looking forward t hearing from you.

Franz Ferdinand.
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the funniest 10 incorporate ino the catch phrase. Hey, speaking of which, i’ 00 bad the
‘whole Mark McGuire/Samimy Sosa/Barry Bonds sterokls scandal wasn't happening when
'SNL was doing those charactes. magie the fuany “pump (clap) you up” okes they
‘could have done sbout steroids. Hey, speaking of seroids, I'm aso pretty curious o see
how Mark McGuiredoes asthe S. Lovis Cardioas hittng coach tis year. Notoaly will
e be abl o offr the Cardinl hiterssome prety good advice for gting the bat o the
ball he'll also be able o give them some prity g0od advice forgeting the needle on the
but

‘Okay. on tothe point of the leter. I'm somy o say. but 1 dou'tthink your music i the
right i for the show. Speaking of which, do you record allthe music yourself? There is
‘1ot goiog on inthe songs, and even though s notmy st | was impressed that one
person could do all o it. Ifyou're ever in LA, I'd love o getlunch and pick (clap),
‘you're brain bout that! No eally, | just wanted o make tha joke.

Jay
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You may want to sit down- I'l1 give you a minute to find a place
to sit. Okay. you're probably sitting by nou- Bhen you are readys
Continue to the next telegran.
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A2 hore are a fow specialty versiona T was thinking oft

07 Voy Truffle (Klosser versions)
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Received at

I'm 25 years old: and I'm from the future. To make a long story
Short I asked a scientist friend of mine to help me out and he
built a sports car called a Delorean into a time machine and then I
drove this car back here to the year 1974, in September, the month
before I was conceived- I have come here on a mission- I want to
start a two-piece rock and roll bands and I need a drummer. I've
been holding auditions for quite some time nows and no one is work-
ing out. I've been racking my brains for the last few months
“trying to think of someone that might be a good fit: and it finally
hit me.
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UNION

Okay here goes. The young man who just knocked on your door and
hand delivered the very mote you are reading right now: was in fact
none other than your son Jack. Jack White. Me- I know you are
going to find this hard to believes which is why I wrote this and
delivered it in the first place- I figured it would be easier for
you to digest it this ways although I'm sure you still won't believe
this to be true.
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I know you didn't mean it to be but that story has been quite a
burden of guilt to carry around all these years: My albatross-
But don't feel bad. Moa/Meg. I bear no grudge or ill will. If
anythings it has fueled and inspired me to figure out the best way
to give back to the one person who sacrificed so much for me. So
T have come to ask you to come back uith me to the future and be a
druaner. My drummer. In our band-






OEBPS/Images/95.gif
FATRCSS AKE SEGUEITED 0 SASCR T COMPARY BY HITIE AND SCCGESTI GILCERNTNG T3 RICE

WESTERN
UNION

T e S ey

Recdived st

I started thinking about how you aluays talked about wanting to be
a drummer but didn't have the time once I was born. I remember the
Story you told ne about flipping a penny- “Heads" you'd pursue
playing the druns for a livings “tails” you'd have a baby. It's
hard to think of a coin flip as a one-cent abortion, but I have

| spent a Iot of time thinking about how if that coin had landed on
*heads's I wouldn't be here today. I figuratively uouldn't be here
today alive, and I literally wouldn't be here today: asking my mom
%0 come back to the future and play druns in my band.
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1 love you and I'm glad you had mes but now is your chance to
un-have me and live the 1ife you aluays wanted. So whaddaya say?

Much loves

| Your Son/Jack
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Receivedat

I understand if this is a lot to take in and think about. FPlease
take all the time you need to figure out what you want to do- I
have a time machings so time is not of the essence. I already have
a plan for explaining to the public who you are. Ue will create a
myths that you are either my sistars or my ex-wife. I know it'll
be veird to think about us in those terms: Hom/Meg. but we can’t
let anyone know that I have a time machine. There are these
terrorists trying to obtain some information: and if they find out
cabout it they will surely go after my scientist friend and try to
kill hin. So that's the way it'll have to be-
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CRUISES

THE FIRST CRUISE LINE FOR PEOPLE
WHO LOVE THE SEA, AND CAKE.

& UPCOMING 1990 CRUISES!

BAHAMAS ALASKA
3DAYS 4DAYS'
Buter Pound Cake Devis Food Cake
Chocoat Chifon Lemon Poppyseed
Jely ol Raspoery Bundt
Vanita Sponge Cake Ange Fod
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