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Introduction

Being a good sight-reader is so important and it’s not difficult at

all! If you work through this book carefully – always making sure

that you really understand each exercise before you play it – you’ll

never have problems learning new pieces or doing well at sight-

reading in exams!

Using the workbook

1 Rhythmic exercises

Make sure you have grasped these fully before you go on to the

melodic exercises: it is vital that you really know how the rhythms

work. There are a number of ways to do the exercises, several of

which are outlined in Stage 1. Try them all out. Can you think of

more ways to do them?

2 Melodic exercises

These exercises use just the notes (and rhythms) for the Stage,

and progress gradually. If you want to sight-read fluently and

accurately, get into the simple habit of working through each

exercise in the following ways before you begin to play it:

• Make sure you understand the rhythm and counting. Clap the

exercise through.

• Know what notes you are going to play and the fingering you

are going to use.

• Try to hear the piece through in your head. Always play the

first note to help.

3 Prepared pieces

Work your way through the questions first, as these will help you

to think about, or ‘prepare’ the piece. Don’t begin playing until you

are pretty sure you know exactly how the piece goes.

4 Going solo!

It is now up to you to discover the clues in this series of practice

pieces. Give yourself about a minute and do your best to

understand the piece before you play. Check the rhythms and

fingering, and try to hear the piece in your head. Always remember

to feel the pulse and to keep going steadily once you’ve begun.

The

online audio

is for you to listen to

after

you have performed

any sight-reading piece. Use it to check whether you have

understood the rhythm and overall feel and style of the piece

correctly.

Good luck and happy sight-reading!

Terminology:

Bar = measure

For online audio of

all the pieces scan

the QR code or go to

fabermusic.com/audio
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Rhythmic exercises

Always practise the rhythmic exercises carefully first. There are different ways

of doing these exercises:

• Your teacher (or a metronome) taps the lower line while you clap or tap

the upper line.

• You tap the lower line with your foot and clap or tap the upper line.

• You tap one line with one hand and the other line with the other hand on

a table top or any flat surface.

• You tap the lower line and sing the upper line.

Before you begin each exercise count two bars in – one out loud and one silently.

Grade 1

Stage 1

q

Î

2

4

Melodic exercises

Hear each exercise in your head before you play it.

1

2

3

4

5

6
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Grade 1 Stage 1

2

1

How many beats are there in each bar? Count six bars aloud, clapping the pulse

at the same time.

2

Can you name all the notes in bars 1–3?

3

What do bars 2 and 3 have in common?

4

Play a G (the first note), then hear the piece in your head.

5

How will you put some character into your performance?

Prepared pieces

1

1

What does

2

4

mean? What is the

2

4

marking called?

2

Tap the pulse with one hand and the rhythm with the other, on your knees or a flat surface.

3

Are there any repeated melodic patterns?

4

Compare the note in bar 3 with the first note in bar 4.

5

How will you put some character into your performance?

Improvise!

Improvise a 4-bar tune, then a 6-bar tune,

beginning with these two bars. Keep it

very simple!

Compose!

Compose your own 4-bar tune beginning with these two bars – make the

final note an F. Then play your tune.
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Grade 1 Stage 1

5

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

Going solo!

Talk about each piece before you play it. Mention note names, scale

and rhythmic patterns, and the character. After you’ve played it,

consider how well the music matched your description.
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1

2

3

Rhythmic exercises

Always remember to count two bars in.

Grade 1

Stage 2

F major

Small leaps

4

4

h

Melodic exercises

Set 1: Exploring F major

First play the scale and arpeggio from notation.

Set 2: Exploring small leaps

4

5

6
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Grade 1 Stage 2

7

2

1

How many beats are there in each bar? Count six bars aloud, clapping the pulse

at the same time.

2

What is the key? Can you find any scale patterns?

3

Play the highest and lowest notes. What are their names?

4

Play an F (the first note), then hear the piece in your head. Try singing the first two bars.

5

How will you play this piece ‘expressively’?

Prepared pieces

1

1

What does

4

4

mean? Hear a

4

4

pulse in your head.

2

Tapping the pulse, hear the rhythm in your head. Then clap the rhythm and tap

the pulse with a foot at the same time.

3

Are there any repeated rhythmic patterns?

4

In which key is this piece? Find the notes affected by the key signature.

5

How will you make the piece sound like a march?

Improvise!

Improvise a 4-bar tune, then a 6-bar tune

beginning with these two bars. Remember

to keep it simple.

Compose!

Compose your own 4-bar tune beginning with these two bars. Use some patterns

or ideas from the opening bars and make the final note F. Then play your tune.
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Grade 1 Stage 2

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

Going solo!

Read through each piece carefully before you play it, hearing it in

your head as best you can. Then count in two bars and think about

how you continue to feel the pulse once you’ve begun.












OPS/nav.xhtml




Contents





			Cover



			Title



			Contents



			Grade 1 Stage 1



			Grade 1 Stage 2



			Grade 1 Stage 3



			Grade 2 Stage 1



			Grade 2 Stage 2



			Grade 2 Stage 3



			Grade 3 Stage 1



			Grade 3 Stage 2



			Grade 3 Stage 3



			Grade 4 Stage 1



			Grade 4 Stage 2



			Grade 4 Stage 3



			Grade 5 Stage 1



			Grade 5 Stage 2



			Grade 5 Stage 3



			Copyright















			Cover



			Title



			The beginning of the text















		1



		2



		3



		4



		5



		6



		7



		8



		9



		10



		11



		12



		13



		14



		15



		16



		17



		18



		19



		20



		21



		22



		23



		24



		25



		26



		27



		28



		29



		30



		31



		32



		33



		34



		35



		36



		37



		38



		39



		40



		41



		42



		43



		44



		45



		46



		47



		48














OPS/images/cover.jpg
A workbook for examinations
Including over 120 practice tests for ABRSM exams with
supporting audio available online

Saxophone

FABERﬁ'MUSIC





OPS/images/page001.jpg
l-‘ABERIﬂ.ML'SIC





OPS/images/page002.jpg
e





OPS/images/page005.jpg
Boldly

0

¥

N f

g
s
S

cing

i

o

<~

Strongly

3

Lightly

i

g

Cheerfully

.

N1

n

Q

&

2
&

i

i
g

Sleepily

0

1

i

g






OPS/images/page006.jpg
OO

0

0

-

R






OPS/images/page003.jpg
et

-+

SURSES

| &

Lid
|

LiJ iy gl
sarea K roarssr

rr

Ld

e

3

SEISERTRIE
|

x

U

O $h—
0 %E






OPS/images/page004.jpg
Lightly

dr—

Q),Mf






OPS/images/page007.jpg
|_] - e —— o e o,
Marching
0 $E =s===c==






OPS/images/page008.jpg
Allegretto

O

e

!

Andante

I_ - TS i- = g - - = L
Allegro

] %ﬁﬂ - = i = = e |
S
Moderato

e - -
0 ¢ -

Andante
O G SE= ==
o
Moderato
] %52 i == =
)
f
Allegretto
|_ @ — —r o ¥

!






