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Many have said the Word of God is a mirror that shows us who we are. It’s time to take a look at our reflection. Let us consider the following passage:


In thee have they set light by father and mother: in the midst of thee have they dealt by oppression with the stranger: in thee have they vexed the fatherless and the widow.

Thou hast despised mine holy things, and hast profaned my sabbaths.

In thee are men that carry tales to shed blood: and in thee they eat upon the mountains: in the midst of thee they commit lewdness.

In thee have they discovered their father’s nakedness: in thee have they humbled her that was set apart for pollution.

And one hath committed abomination with his neighbor’s wife; and another hath lewdly defiled his daughter in law; and another in thee hath humbled his sister, his father’s daughter.

In thee have they taken gifts to shed blood; thou hast taken usury and increase, and thou hast greedily gained of thy neighbors by extortion, and hast forgotten me, saith the Lord. (Ezekiel 22: 7-12)




Does any of this seem familiar to you? The author of the passage speaks of the lack of respect for parents and elders, political oppression, crime and tolerance for blatant immorality that was present in his day. He speaks of how our most vulnerable populations: the elderly, the orphan, and immigrants are neglected and treated poorly. He also speaks of the prevalence of sexual immorality that has destroyed the familial relationships which are one of the building blocks of society. They have broken taboos and boundaries so that now common courtesy and decency are no longer common. There is no respect for marriage or morality as adultery, incest, and other forms of sexual immorality have become commonplace. He speaks of the overspreading of greed which results in the violence of extortion and other crimes, such as killing for hire or “taking gifts to shed blood”. Most notably, he tells us of the overspreading of irreverence and disrespect for God. Can you see a similarity within the culture of this nation? 

In our modern culture I see parents who have abdicated their role and authority for the sake of being friends with their children. These children in turn, have no respect for their parents or any other authority figure resulting in the chaos we are now experiencing in our schools: constant classroom disruptions, school shootings and children left to become fodder for the criminal justice system. The lack of role models has also left many of our children with self-esteem and identity issues that has led to an increase in both bullying and being bullied, not to mention the prevalence of anxiety, mental distress and gender identity issues.

Sexual immorality has destroyed the fabric of our nation and our families as adultery has become normalized, and pornography and other forms of sexual immorality have been legitimized to the point where they have been featured in sitcoms, and are commonplace in our music and other media. Strippers and porn stars and their culture have also become mainstreamed along with the increasing sexualization of children in the media.  The fact that girls as young as 8 or 9 are encouraged to dance provocatively in very skimpy outfits as a means of entertainment is beyond disturbing. 

Our society is full of violence as crime has become one of the intractable problems of American society. Who has not heard of the many people who are willing to kill for hire, as well as those that hire them? Gangs and gang violence continue grow. The number of mass shootings continues to climb. Who hasn’t heard of the greed of corporate America and the government waste that extorts our money from us. Finally, there is no respect for things that are holy. 

Even the founders of this country, imperfect as they were, thought it important to set aside time to rest as a means to reflect and take refuge in the God who made us. Even those who did not believe respected the day. We even had special ‘sabbath laws’ in which certain businesses were not allowed to operate on Sundays. In our present time Sunday is just another work day; another shopping day and no one takes time to think about God, or his will for us. If you’re not convinced, consider the next excerpt:


Hear this, O ye that swallow up the needy, even to make the poor of the land to fail, Saying, When will the new moon be gone that we may sell corn? And the sabbath, that we may set forth wheat, making the ephah small, and the shekel great and falsifying the balances by deceit? That we may buy the poor for silver and the needy for a pair of shoes; yea and sell the refuse of the wheat. The Lord hath sworn by the excellency of Jacob, Surely, I will never forget their works. Shall not the land tremble for this, and everyone mourn that dwelleth therein? (Amos 8: 4-8)



From this passage we understand how time to reflect, praise and serve the Lord is cast aside, in favor of making money. The sabbath and holy days are considered a nuisance to the people because they would rather make money than take time to serve and honor God. The greedy tradesmen of the time were cheating the people out of their money by tipping scales in their own favor. People were being charged exorbitant fees for a small amount of goods that were often poor quality, one example being tradesmen selling “the refuse (worst) of the wheat”. As a result, the poor were going into debt to afford basic necessities like shoes. In those times, such debt would result in someone selling themselves into slavery just to pay their debts. Does this sound familiar? 

Not only have we dismantled most of the “Sabbath Laws” so we can make money, but think about how we have made a mockery of the holidays that are supposed to honor our God and our Savior Jesus Christ. Christmas has become commercialized to the point where most people don’t associate the holiday with it’s true meaning: God’s special gift of his Son who was sent to save us from our sins. Christmas is now more commonly associated with sales to buy products at discount prices. Many of us who actually give gifts aren’t giving them out of the selflessness that our Lord showed when he gave us his Son. Some of us tend to give gifts to either show off how much money we have or as a way of earning a gift or favor from someone else as a quid pro quo. For how many of us give gifts to those who won’t or can’t give us a gift in return, and without getting attention for it? (And yes, giving so you can get it back on your taxes, or get media attention, or a pat on the back is also a quid pro quo). 

In the same way, Resurrection Sunday, (also called Easter by some), the day that was originally designated to honor Jesus’s sacrifice on the cross of Calvary on our behalf, as well as to celebrate the victory he won for us through his resurrection, has been reduced to a day for indulging in chocolate and hunting for eggs. Enter any pharmacy or discount store around this holiday season and you would think the primary purpose of the day is to sell pastel colored bags of rabbit, chick and egg-shaped chocolates or marshmallows, not to mention toys. So, we have worked to destroy and/or trivialize Christian holy days to make money. This greed for making money is not only seen during holiday seasons.

Think of paying $5.00 for a 46 ounce bottle of watered-down orange juice, when in times past we paid $2.00 for 64 ounces of real juice. A dozen large eggs now can go for up to $10.00 in some places when just a few years ago they were only $2.25, or paying $2.50 for a bag of potato chips that would have cost 50 cents a couple of years ago. At this rate, some of us have to choose between buying groceries and buying gas for our cars or even paying our rent. 

Another example would be paying $250,000.00 for a dilapidated house today, when the same amount could have bought you a beautiful home in the 1990’s. We’re going into debt to pay for college degrees that do nothing for our earning power as many employers would rather rely on nepotism and cronyism to fill the ranks rather than a knowledgeable and skilled work force. I won’t even get started on the cost of healthcare. How much longer before we will be required to sell ourselves for basic necessities? Can we think that God is pleased with the state of things? We can find the answer at the end of the passage cited earlier. But it doesn’t stop here. Let’s look at some other prescient passages:


“The Lord will enter into judgment with the ancients of his people, and the princes thereof: for ye have eaten up the vineyard; the spoil of the poor in is your houses.

What mean ye that ye beat my people to pieces, and grind the faces of the poor? Saith the Lord God of hosts.” (Isaiah 3: 14 – 15)


And:




Woe to him that buildeth his house by unrighteousness; and his chambers by wrong: that useth his neighbor’s service without wages, and giveth him not for his work;

That saith, I will build me a wide house and large chambers, and cutteth him out windows; and it is ceiled with cedar, and painted with vermilion (Jeremiah 22, 13-14)



We see here that people are being defrauded of proper wages so their employers can afford lavish lifestyles. The prophet tells us of people who are using the wages of others to build “a wide house and large chambers” - what would be a palace in those times.  Are there parallels in our modern culture? Are there businesses in which the owners and executives that run them deliberately conspire to pay people less than what they are worth or give them almost nothing in order to use the profits to fund their extravagant lusts? Thus, the “spoil of the poor is in their houses”. 

How many politicians have been caught using tax dollars to pay for trips, expensive baubles and prostitutes? Money for the city, state, or country isn’t being used for what it should be, but wasted on the lusts of people who have the power to abuse the funds. Isn’t this why so many are calling for less waste in government? Money that is supposed to be used for the business isn’t being used for the business, but rather for the personal expenses for a few. Isn’t this why there are so many workers that are protesting for fair wages? Our taxes go up yearly but the country’s infrastructure continues to crumble and quality of life here continues to decline. The prices of the products being sold to us goes up almost weekly, and yet the quality of these same products continues to decline and workers aren’t being paid more. If you’re still not convinced, lets look at two more passages:



Woe unto them that call evil good, and good evil, that put darkness for light, and light for darkness; that put bitter for sweet and sweet for bitter!

Woe unto them that are wise in their own eyes, and prudent in their own sight!

Woe unto them that are mighty to drink wine, and men of strength to mingle strong drink:

Which justify the wicked for reward, and take away the righteousness of the righteous from him! (Isaiah 5: 20-23) 


And:


Woe unto them that decree unrighteous decrees, and that write grievousness which they have prescribed;

To
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