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            "In the silence between moments, we discover the shadows that shape our souls." – Max Nabati
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The wall breathes. Cold, damp, the smell of paint, like blood, like betrayal. My paintbrush trembles in my hand. Or is it not my hand? God guiding it? Or the devil? No. Me. Only me. The Last Supper, unfinished, like my soul. Cracks on the wall, like veins in my heart. Christ at the centre, light, serene. Judas in shadow, his eyes; my eyes?; probing me. “Leonardo, who are you?”

Vinci, Under the Stars, Childhood

My mother sings a lullaby. The scent of olives in the breeze. The sky blue, like Salai’s eyes, years later, yet to come. “Leonardo, you are born of light.” Light? No. Shadow. A shadow now cast on the monastery wall. Or does the wall shape me? Do I shape the wall?

Santa Maria Monastery, Milan, 1498

Church bells ring. The smell of bread, wine, betrayal. The wall calls to me. Paint peels, falls, like tears. Ludovico Sforza shouts: “Leonardo, madman! Why does this wall take so long?” I laughed. Or wept? Twelve apostles, twelve pairs of eyes, all staring at me. Peter? No. John? No. Me. I paint myself, every line, every shadow, every crack.

Mona Lisa, From the Corner of My Mind

She laughs. “You created me, Leonardo. Or did I create you?” No. The wall created me. Or I the wall? My brush on the wall, as if I’m crafting the world. Christ, light. Judas, shadow. I, both. Or neither. “Cogito, ergo sum?” No. I paint, therefore I am lost.

Wings, Vinci, Years Ago

Wooden wings, paper wings, burned. “Why did they burn?” I dreamed I flew. The sky, blue, like Salai’s eyes. My mother was there. “Leonardo, you will fly.” No. I fall. The earth, heavy. The wall, heavy.

Monastery, Now

Judas, dark, in the corner. “Am I Judas?” No. I am Christ. Or neither. The wall whispers: “Leonardo, you have failed.” Michelangelo, sharp as his chisel: “The Last Supper, the horse, Mona Lisa. All unfinished.” No! I am unfinished. The wall unfinished. Christ unfinished. But Judas? He is complete. Betrayal is complete. “Why is betrayal so easy?”

Milan, Cold Wind, Open Window

Papers; hearts, veins, wings; dance, fall. Salai: “Master, you’re mad!” His laugh, his hair in the wind, like light, like tears. Why did I weep? God was there. In the ox’s eye. In the wall. Or in me? “Who am I?”

The Wall, Cracks, Moonlight

Light breaks on the wall, like diamonds, like tears. “Why does the paint peel?” The wall lives, mocking me. “Leonardo, who are you?” Christ? Judas? No. Shadow. A shadow that breaks, crumbles.

Vinci, Under the Olive Tree, Childhood

My mother: “The stars are yours.” No. The stars are far. The wall is near. The Last Supper is near. Christ and Judas are in me. Or am I in them?

Monastery, Another Moment

Paintbrush. A line. A shadow. A glance. Judas? No. Christ? No. Me. The wall whispers: “Leonardo, you will fly.” No. I fall. Or perhaps... I pause. Breathe. The
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