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WHAT ABOUT REPENTANCE?

Marvin McKenzie

2022

I am excited! There are few subjects that get debated as often as does that of repentance. Christians, even those who claim to be of like faith and practice (I mean independent, fundamental Baptists) split hairs and churches over it.

The word repentance, in one form or the other, is found one hundred twelve times in the Bible. That’s plenty of material to discover what God has to say on the subject. This book is an attempt to do just that.

If you are looking for me to give you all the answers on the doctrine of repentance, I am afraid you will be disappointed. I have my opinions, conclusions form my personal studies, past and present. No doubt you’ll see what they are in these pages. My goal is not to prove my conclusions, or even to quantify them exactly. My goal has been to simply study and preach the Bible:

	In context

	Led of the Holy Ghost


Those passages of Scripture that address the doctrine.

I did not cover all those passages, or even as much of the Word of God as I envisioned I would. These were originally messages I preached to those souls the Lord has been gracious enough to place in the care of the church I pastor. I simply ran out of time.

In my opinion, the final two chapters provide a sufficient end to conclude the study. Prayerfully, the Lord will be pleased to bless as you study with me, “What About Repentance?”
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Chapter One
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CHANGE YOUR MIND

Matthew 3:1-12 (KJV)

In those days came John the Baptist, preaching in the wilderness of Judaea,

And saying, Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.

For this is he that was spoken of by the prophet Esaias, saying, The voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.

And the same John had his raiment of camel's hair, and a leathern girdle about his loins; and his meat was locusts and wild honey.

Then went out to him Jerusalem, and all Judaea, and all the region round about Jordan,

And were baptized of him in Jordan, confessing their sins.

But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees come to his baptism, he said unto them, O generation of vipers, who hath warned you to flee from the wrath to come?

Bring forth therefore fruits meet for repentance:

And think not to say within yourselves, We have Abraham to our father: for I say unto you, that God is able of these stones to raise up children unto Abraham.

And now also the axe is laid unto the root of the trees: therefore every tree which bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire.

I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance: but he that cometh after me is mightier than I, whose shoes I am not worthy to bear: he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost, and with fire:

Whose fan is in his hand, and he will throughly purge his floor, and gather his wheat into the garner; but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.

First uses of terms in the Bible are important. 

Without exception, EVERY time you find the word repent or one of its forms in the New Testament it comes from a Greek root work that means, “change your mind.”

That’s all it is.

	Repentance is not quitting all of your sins

	Repentance is not quitting specific sins.


The fact is none of us could ever quit sin by the power of our own determinism.

Repentance is to change our mind: 

	About the direction of our life

	About the future of our life and mostly

	About the leader of our life


THE REASON TO REPENT

Matthew 3:1-2 (KJV)

In those days came John the Baptist, preaching in the wilderness of Judaea,

And saying, Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.

The reason to repent, according to John the Baptist was, “for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”

God’s plan is about to be fulfilled.

That thing the Old Testament Bible told us about. That thing we had lost hope in during the 400 years since Malachi preached:

	The promise of the seed that would bless all nations

	The promise of one who would bruise the head of the serpent

	The promise of the kingdom where one from the family of David would rule forever


all of that is at hand.

You and I know today that just the first part of that promise was at hand in John’s day.

Theologians like to debate about what would have happened if the Jews had repented.

Would Jesus have ushered in the 1000 year reign way back then?

I don’t think so because the mystery of the Old Testament, which was the church, had not been fulfilled.

But that is beside the point because they did not repent.

They had their minds so made up about 

	what the future should look like

	what the kingdom would look like and

	what their king​[1] would look like


that they just could not wrap their minds​[2] around 

	that Jesus was their Messiah

	that they had been mistaken

	that they would not enter into that kingdom unless they were born again​[3]


We live in a world filled with souls today who need repentance.

They need a change of mind

	About who is God

	About how to reach Him

	About who rules in the world of men and

	About what the future holds for the children of this earth


Everybody these days has their own ideas about how to make their future a reality.

	One person believe he can have his own future with hard work

	One person believes “what the mind can believe the body can achieve”

	One person believes he just has to be good to have a good future

	One person believes he doesn’t have to be good, just better than others

	There is somebody who believes there is no future so they might as well end it all now


They all need to repent – change their mind.

Right now, today, God offers to “whosoever will” HEAVEN.

	Not a “I hope I go to heaven” offer of heaven

	Not a, someday maybe offer of heaven

	Not a one day if you are good enough offer of heaven


Here is God’s offer to you and to me.

Romans 10:13 (KJV)

For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.

Listen to that.

The Bible says that if you call upon the Lord today, you shall be absolutely saved today.

	Not saved tomorrow

	Not saved when you die

	Not saved if you keep the faith


saved today.

It is such a sure promise that 1 John 5:13 (KJV) says

These things have I written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God; that ye may know that ye have eternal life, and that ye may believe on the name of the Son of God.

We who are saved KNOW that we are saved.

This promise is at hand.

It’s time to stop looking around and talking about 

	the meaning of life and 

	who made the first living cell and 

	where did we come from 

	what are we doing here and 

	where will we go


The offer of salvation, heaven or hell is at hand, right in front of you.

Repent – set your mind on Jesus Christ and be saved.

Repent about when to be saved.

The Bible says, 2 Corinthians 6:2 (KJV)

... behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation.)

The reason for repentance is because the offer of heaven is at hand.

THE RECORD​[4] OF REPENTANCE

Matthew 3:11 (KJV)

I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance: but he that cometh after me is mightier than I, whose shoes I am not worthy to bear: he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost, and with fire:

Now look at this, the water was not an act of repentance. It was a sign, a mark, evidence that repentance had occurred.

Baptism does not constitute turning from sin. It does not make repentance effective. Baptism cannot wash away sin.

But people who 

	change their mind about Jesus

	change their mind about the Bible

	change their mind about who is ruler in their life

	change their mind about heaven


The thing that marks them is that they submit to believers baptism.

It’s not that they have to be baptized.

Matthew 3:13 (KJV)

Then cometh Jesus from Galilee to Jordan unto John, to be baptized of him.

Jesus did not have to be baptized.

He is God. He came from heaven and would go back to heaven.

Jesus was baptized of John the Baptist because, as He said it in Matthew 3:15 (KJV)

...for thus it becometh us to fulfil all righteousness. 

––––––––
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THE BIBLE SAYS OF BAPTISM that it is 

An answer of a good conscience 1 Peter 3:21 (KJV)

The like figure whereunto even baptism doth also now save us (not the putting away of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God,) by the resurrection of Jesus Christ:

And it is a picture of the death, burial and resurrection of Christ.

Romans 6:4 (KJV)

Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.

A person does not have to be baptized to be saved.

I know that because of the thief on the cross. He could not be baptized, yet Jesus said Luke 23:43 (KJV)

... To day shalt thou be with me in paradise.

On the other hand, baptism is such a significant mark of repentance that the Bible says,

Luke 7:29-30 (KJV)

And all the people that heard him, and the publicans, justified God, being baptized with the baptism of John.

But the Pharisees and lawyers rejected the counsel of God against themselves, being not baptized of him.

	Baptism is a picture of something horrible – the suffering of Christ

	Baptism is an act of obedience and humility and

	Baptism is unnecessary for salvation


And because of these things, it sets Christ’s people apart from everyone else that they will submit to it.

THE RESULT OF REPENTANCE

Matthew 3:7-9 (KJV)

But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees come to his baptism, he said unto them, O generation of vipers, who hath warned you to flee from the wrath to come?

Bring forth therefore fruits meet for repentance:

And think not to say within yourselves, We have Abraham to our father: for I say unto you, that God is able of these stones to raise up children unto Abraham.

Scriptural baptism is a distinguishing mark of the repentant.

It’s not necessary for salvation

But neither can it provide salvation.

There were these who came to John’s baptism who were not fit to be baptized.

John used it as an opportunity to preach to them

Matthew 3:8 (KJV)

Bring forth therefore fruits meet for repentance:

	We don’t get baptized to get saved

	We get baptized because we are saved


John didn’t baptize them just because they wanted to be baptized.

	He didn’t need to boost his ego and

	He knew it wouldn’t help them


What I want you to see is that John said repentance produces “fruits.”

Christians don’t act differently so that God will save them, but when a person is saved, they do act differently. They bring forth fruits.

I know a few things about fruit:

	Fruit is sweet to the taste

	Fruit is healthy and nutritious

	Fruit is refreshing


Repentance is changing your mind. That change of mind will make you 

	Pleasant to be around

	Helpful to those who are around and

	A blessing to when they are around


Conclusion

I’m asking you to change your mind.

Change our mind: 

	About the direction of our life

	About the future of our life and mostly

	About the leader of our life
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Chapter ​Two
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LEADER’S FIRST 

Genesis 6:1-7 (KJV) 

And it came to pass, when men began to multiply on the face of the earth, and daughters were born unto them,
That the sons of God saw the daughters of men that they were fair; and they took them wives of all which they chose. And the LORD said, My spirit shall not always strive with man, for that he also is flesh: yet his days shall be an hundred and twenty years. 
There were giants in the earth in those days; and also after that, when the sons of God came in unto the daughters of men, and they bare children to them, the same became mighty men which were of old, men of renown. 

And GOD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. 

And it repented the LORD that he had made man on the earth, and it grieved him at his heart.

And the LORD said, I will destroy man whom I have created from the face of the earth; both man, and beast, and the creeping thing, and the fowls of the air; for it repenteth me that I have made them. 

I imagine almost everyone here has heard the principle that “a good leader never asks those under him to do what has never done himself.” 

Another similar axiom states, “Good leaders lead from the front.” 

It isn’t always the case.

I don’t imagine many people think of Dwight D Eisenhower, the architect and leader of the D Day Invasion as a poor leader. He was not the first off on the Beaches of Normandy. 

He was not, but there were some great leaders there.

Teddy Roosevelt Jr, then in his 50’s and needing the use of a cane, was one of the early commanders on the beaches. 

You will not find the axiom, “leaders lead from the front” in the Bible. 

But it occurred to me that this is precisely what God does throughout the Bible. Before God ever asked anyone to give their life for His sake, He gave His own through His Son, Jesus Christ. Every one of the 12 Apostles​[5] was executed professing the message of Christ.

But none of them died for their testimony before Jesus did. 

Jesus is called the firstfruits of the resurrection.

He was the first to be resurrected, but He was not and will not be the last. 

GOD PREACHED THE FIRST GOSPEL MESSAGE 

Genesis 3:1-15 (KJV) 

Now the serpent was more subtil than any beast of the field which the LORD God had made. And he said unto the woman, Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden? 

And the woman said unto the serpent, We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden:

But of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die. 

And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die:

For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil. 

And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her husband with her; and he did eat. 

And the eyes of them both were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together, and made themselves aprons. 

And they heard the voice of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day: and Adam and his wife hid 

themselves from the presence of the LORD God amongst the trees of the garden.

And the LORD God called unto Adam, and said unto him, Where art thou? 

And he said, I heard thy voice in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself.

And he said, Who told thee that thou wast naked? Hast thou eaten of the tree, whereof I commanded thee that thou shouldest not eat? 

And the man said, The woman whom thou gavest to be with me, she gave me of the tree, and I did eat.
And the LORD God said unto the woman, What is this that thou hast done? And the woman said, The serpent beguiled me, and I did eat. 
And the LORD God said unto the serpent, Because thou hast done this, thou art cursed above all cattle, and above every beast of the field; upon thy belly shalt thou go, and dust shalt thou eat all the days of thy life: 

And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel. 

The Bible says that:​[6] 

	Eve was deceived into her sin while 

	Adam knew full well what he was doing 


That being said, it is clear that God had forewarned them of the consequences of their sin. Even Eve knew that. 

Genesis 3:2-3 (KJV) 

... We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden:
But of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die. 

It is amazing how many people believe the delusion that somehow, they are immune from the consequences of their choices. 

At this point in world history, who doesn’t know that the first use of narcotic drugs will lead to the ruin of your life? 

People who get involved in drug use are either fed a lie by friends and others that somehow, they will escape the consequences. 

Or else, like Adam, they know the consequences, but they do not care, they just want to have those friends. 

The devil deceived Eve into believing that God was the one who was lying. Adam ate the fruit, choosing to die with Eve rather than to live without her. 

God told them Genesis 3:16-19 (KJV) 

Unto the woman he said, I will greatly multiply thy sorrow and thy conception; in sorrow thou shalt bring forth 

children; and thy desire shall be to thy husband, and he shall rule over thee. And unto Adam he said, Because thou hast hearkened unto the voice of thy wife, and hast eaten of the tree, of which I commanded thee, saying, Thou shalt not eat of it: cursed is the ground for thy sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life; 

Thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth to thee; and thou shalt eat the herb of the field;

In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto the ground; for out of it wast thou taken: for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return. 

Adam and Eve were super- intelligent, so I believe they knew what death was even though death had never happened. I just don’t know that they knew they would live with death for the rest of their lives. I also doubt that either one of them understood that the death would pass down to their children. 

This was horrible news! 

Adam would earn his living by the sweat of his face. The earth would no longer produce for them – they would have to work it. 

Eve would bring forth children in sorrow....

Children? 

Whatever had they done - they had done it to their children. 

But in the middle of all of this, God preached good news, the gospel. 

Genesis 3:14-15 (KJV) 

And the LORD God said unto the serpent, Because thou hast done this, thou art cursed above all cattle, and above every beast of the field; upon thy belly shalt thou go, and dust shalt thou eat all the days of thy life: 

And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel. 

Adam ate the fruit that Eve had given him. Eve ate the fruit after the serpent had deceived her. This all came down to the work of the devil. God said to the devil, “I’m declaring war on you.” 

I will put enmity between thee and the woman 

Mankind is going to be the prize 

between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed 

You’re going to think you have the winning play 

and thou shalt bruise his heel 

But in the end, I’m going to get the victory over you 

it shall bruise thy head 

	Her seed is a reference to the virgin birth – that’s Jesus 

	Bruise his heel – that the crucifixion.​[7] 

	Bruise thy head – that’s the ultimate defeat of the devil. 


Paul said, Romans 1:16 (KJV) 

For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek. 

But long before he ever preached the gospel of Christ, God had preached it first. 

GOD SHEWED GRACE FOR THE FIRST BEFORE ANY OTHERS 

Genesis 6:8 (KJV) 

But Noah found grace in the eyes of the LORD. 

In almost every passage that speaks of grace, it is a reference to the grace God shows to us. 

There are some times the Bible says that we are to be gracious. 

For instance, Colossians 4:6 (KJV) 

Let your speech be alway with grace, seasoned with salt, that ye may know how ye ought to answer every man. 

Ephesians 4:29 (KJV) 

Let no corrupt communication proceed out of your mouth, but that which is 

good to the use of edifying, that it may minister grace unto the hearers. 

Colossians 3:16 (KJV) 

Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord. 

	The Bible says to have grace in our hearts 

	To minister grace to others and

	To have our speech seasoned with grace 


But before any of that, Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord. 

A. Noah found grace in a very evil day

The imaginations of men’s hearts was only evil continually. 

Sometimes, when we find ourselves surrounded by bad, we take on a bad attitude. God did not. God looked for someone to shew grace to. 

B. Noah found grace previous to terrible judgment 

Genesis 6:13 (KJV) 

And God said unto Noah, The end of all flesh is come before me; for the earth is filled with violence through them; and, behold, I will destroy them with the earth. 

We know this ends with only eight survivors. The judgment of the Flood must have been terrifying. 

	Water, bursting out of the ground 

	Water pouring out of the sky Waves 

	Crashing down trees,

	Hurling boulders, tearing apart every form of shelter 


We’ve recently witnessed just a tiny bit of the destruction a heavy rain can do. 

	Imagine that is the first time you have ever seen rain, and 

	Imagine that it is not just rain, but the bursting of the firmament of heaven 


No one outside of the ark would have survived long.
But it would have been terrible for those few moments. 

C. Noah found grace so that God could be gracious to others

Genesis 6:14-16 (KJV) 

Make thee an ark of gopher wood; rooms shalt thou make in the ark, and shalt pitch it within and without with pitch. 

And this is the fashion which thou shalt make it of: The length of the ark shall be three hundred cubits, the breadth of it fifty cubits, and the height of it thirty cubits.

A window shalt thou make to the ark, and in a cubit shalt thou finish it above; and the door of the ark shalt thou set in the side thereof; with lower, second, and third stories shalt thou make it. 

There was room on that ark for far more than just the eight souls who finally got on board. 

You see, Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord so that God could shew grace to any who believed his message.​[8]

God preached the gospel first God shewed grace first 

GOD REPENTED BEFORE ANYONE ELSE DID 

Genesis 6:6-7 (KJV) 

And it repented the LORD that he had made man on the earth, and it grieved him at his heart. 

And the LORD said, I will destroy man whom I have created from the face of the earth; both man, and beast, and the creeping thing, and the fowls of the air; for it repenteth me that I have made them. 

It is without question that preaching should include the message to repent.

Acts 20:21 (KJV) 

Testifying both to the Jews, and also to the Greeks, repentance toward God, and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ. 

But I would like to point out 

First of all that repentance is not turning from sin, but turning to God. 

Secondly, God repented before anyone else did.

God has never had to turn from sin. 

The Hebrew word translated repented and repenteth in our text means to sigh, to find comfort. 

God, the Bible says, was grieved in His heart. To comfort the grief, He repented – He changed directions. 

	For God to change direction does not mean God changed his plan. 

	It does not mean that He made a mistake that He had to correct. 

	It means that He made a turn on His course. 


A couple of weeks ago I went to visit my parents. 

	It’s about a 300-mile trip one way. 

	I’ve made the trip countless times. 

	I know the way. 


So far, I have never started out planning to go to Mom and Dad’s that I did not make it to their home. 

But along that 300-mile plan, 

	I change directions a lot of times. 

	I correct my course 

	I turn left several times,

	I head straight a lot of the time and 

	I turn to the right many, many times 


Frequently I will pull off the road for a rest area, or to get something to drink. 

But in all of that change, I have never changed my plan, and so far have never failed to reach my goal. 

When God created the heavens and the earth, He had a destination in mind. 

God has never changed the destination He is heading to. He has, along the way, changed the economy under which men are to live. 

1.There was an age of innocence Adam and Eve first knew 

2.There was the age of the fall from Adam’s sin until Noah’s Flood 

3.There was a patriarchal age Abraham, and his children knew 

4.The was the age of the Law, Moses and David knew 

5.There is this age of grace that you and I know 

6.There will be the seven-year tribulation after the Christians are raptured to heaven 

7.There will be the thousand-year reign when Jesus sits on the throne and finally 

8.There will be the consummation of all things, the fulfillment of God’s plan for eternity 

God has never changed His destination. But He has taken some planned turns along the road. 

One of them is found in Genesis 6:6-7. 

Repent​[9]

We enter this world going the wrong direction. If we want comfort, peace, and genuine joy, we need to change our direction. 

But God is not asking you and me to do anything He hasn’t already done before. 

Acts 20:21 (KJV) 

Testifying both to the Jews, and also to the Greeks, repentance toward God, and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ. 
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LEST THE PEOPLE REPENT 

Exodus 13:17-18 (KJV) 

And it came to pass, when Pharaoh had let the people go, that God led them not through the way of the land of the Philistines, although that was near; for God said, Lest peradventure the people repent when they see war, and they return to Egypt: 

But God led the people about, through the way of the wilderness of the Red sea: and the children of Israel went up harnessed out of the land of Egypt. 

I don’t really expect that I can settle the many disagreements that Christians have over repentance. 

That’s not my goal anyway. We will all stand before God on our own. 

	We are all responsible to search the Scriptures or ourselves and 

	We are all responsible to worship God according to the dictates of our own conscience 


What I do hope to accomplish is to have a comprehensive understanding of what God says regarding the doctrine of repentance. 

The first thing we learn is that repentance does not have to mean quitting sin. The first “repenter” in the Bible is God. He had no sin to quit. This lesson, that repentance is not necessarily of sin, is repeated in our text  but with a different event. 

The Bible says specifically that when the Children of Israel left Egypt, God led them: 

	By the wilderness next to the Red Sea and 

	Not through the land of the Philistines 


And the Bible says He did that specifically, “lest peradventure the people repent when they see war, and they return to Egypt” 

In this case, repentance would not have been quitting sin, but returning back to worldliness. 

The belief is, and I see no reason to doubt it, that the Philistines would have put up a fight against the Israelites passing through their land to Canaan. Something like that did happen with Og and Bashan, almost forty years later, didn’t it? And

Their first approach to the Promise Land was stunted by their unbelief in God’s ability to help them defeat the Canaanites 

While in the wilderness or those 40 years, especially in the earliest of those years, the people murmured and wished to return at just about every difficult spot in their road. 

So God led the people about, through the way of the wilderness of the Red sea: lest peradventure the people repent when they see war, and they return to Egypt 

God led them: 

THE LONG WAY 

Exodus 13:17-18 (KJV) 

And it came to pass, when Pharaoh had let the people go, that God led them not through the way of the land of the Philistines, although that was near; ... 

	There was a near way 

	There was a long way 


The invention of the GPS has been a game-changer in travel, hasn’t it? They are not perfect. They are better than they used to be, but they are still not perfect.​[10]

Our current GPS can be set to choose a route based upon 

	The fastest route 

	The nearest route 

	The route that uses the most freeway or 

	The route that uses the least freeway 


For me, I am always going to choose the most freeway.
Even if it takes a minute longer, it won’t feel like it. 

There were no “freeways” from Egypt to the Promised Land but there was 

	A near way and 

	A far way 


God took them the far way. 

It wasn’t necessarily the scenic way.

But it was the way that would teach them God’s way. 

There is no “fast track” in the Christian life. God has a plan for you and me. Generally speaking, that plan takes some time. 

Don’t get in a hurry with the things of God. 

	Saul couldn’t wait a few minutes for Samuel to arrive 

	David spent the better part of his life waiting 


Let God take you the way David went. 

THE WILDERNESS WAY 

Exodus 13:17-18 (KJV) 

...But God led the people about, through the way of the wilderness of the Red sea: 

The wilderness way, by the way, was not necessarily the peaceful way. 

The Egyptians changed their minds about letting them go and chased after them. 

The Amalekites attacked the rearward end of the Israelites as they traveled through the land 

Balak, the son of Zippor, of the Moabites, did not attack them physically. But he did attack them spiritually. 

The wilderness way was not a peaceful way. 

But what it did do is to harden them and strengthen them for the battles they would face in the Promised Land. How that happened was by maturing them. 

By the time they entered the Promised Land, 

	none of those who were afraid of the giants were still alive, and 

	none of those who were alive even mentioned the giants​[11]


James 1:2-3 (KJV) 

My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations;

Knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience. 

Can you see what happens? 

When our faith is tried, we become more mature in our faith. 

	We trust God more


	We lean upon Him more 

	We question Him less 


God will take us through the wildernesses of life to remove from us the murmuring and complaining and to develop in us faith. 

THE HARNESSED WAY 

Exodus 13:17-18 (KJV) 

...: and the children of Israel went up harnessed out of the land of Egypt. 

This has to do with discipline and order. 

	We think about a horse’s harness to a wagon or 

	We think about the yoke a team of oxen might have on 


It keeps them together. 

It ties them to a purpose.​[12] 

Remember what Jesus said? Matthew 11:28-30 (KJV) 

Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light. 

I am convinced that Jesus’ yoke is the local church. 

	We are to unite with it

	We are to attach to its purpose and 

	We are to serve Him in it 


The Hebrew word is more of a military term. 

It has to do with battle formation. 

That thing we are attached to is our weapons 

Ephesians 6:11-18 (KJV) 

Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.

For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against 

powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.

Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. 

Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, and having on the breastplate of righteousness;

And your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace; 

Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked.

And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God: 

Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching 

thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for all saints; 

The Bible urges us to 2 Timothy 2:3 (KJV) 

Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. 

I maintain that what Jesus said is still true, “For my yoke is 

easy, and my burden is light.” 

Conclusion 

There is a kind of repentance God does not want you to do. 

God does not want you to return to 

	your former life

	your former friends and • your former purposes 


So, God leads you 

	A long way

	A wilderness way and 

	A harnessed way 


So that one day you will stand before Him without a question in your soul why He brought you where you are. 
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Chapter four​
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DOES GOD DO EVIL

Exodus 32:1-14 (KJV)

And when the people saw that Moses delayed to come down out of the mount, the people gathered themselves together unto Aaron, and said unto him, Up, make us gods, which shall go before us; for as for this Moses, the man that brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we wot not what is become of him.

And Aaron said unto them, Break off the golden earrings, which are in the ears of your wives, of your sons, and of your daughters, and bring them unto me.

And all the people brake off the golden earrings which were in their ears, and brought them unto Aaron.

And he received them at their hand, and fashioned it with a graving tool, after he had made it a molten calf: and they said, These be thy gods, O Israel, which brought thee up out of the land of Egypt.

And when Aaron saw it, he built an altar before it; and Aaron made proclamation, and said, To morrow is a feast to the LORD.

And they rose up early on the morrow, and offered burnt offerings, and brought peace offerings; and the people sat down to eat and to drink, and rose up to play.

And the LORD said unto Moses, Go, get thee down; for thy people, which thou broughtest out of the land of Egypt, have corrupted themselves:

They have turned aside quickly out of the way which I commanded them: they have made them a molten calf, and have worshipped it, and have sacrificed thereunto, and said, These be thy gods, O Israel, which have brought thee up out of the land of Egypt.

And the LORD said unto Moses, I have seen this people, and, behold, it is a stiffnecked people:

Now therefore let me alone, that my wrath may wax hot against them, and that I may consume them: and I will make of thee a great nation.

And Moses besought the LORD his God, and said, LORD, why doth thy wrath wax hot against thy people, which thou hast brought forth out of the land of Egypt with great power, and with a mighty hand?

Wherefore should the Egyptians speak, and say, For mischief did he bring them out, to slay them in the mountains, and to consume them from the face of the earth? Turn from thy fierce wrath, and repent of this evil against thy people.

Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, thy servants, to whom thou swarest by thine own self, and saidst unto them, I will multiply your seed as the stars of heaven, and all this land that I have spoken of will I give unto your seed, and they shall inherit it for ever.

And the LORD repented of the evil which he thought to do unto his people.

We have before us a passage that could cause a matter of great difficulty for some, if they are not careful.

Those difficulties would all be based on preconceived ideas and on one’s relationship with the Lord.

This passage says: 

	That God intended to do evil to the Israelites because of their sin

	That Moses pled for God to repent of the evil He intended to do implying that it would be a bad testimony for God to do it and 

	That God, as a result of Moses’ pleas, repented and did not do the evil


I just want to say from the onset, be careful not to attack God.

First, God is not man

Those things that would be unacceptable in a man might be perfectly acceptable for God.

	It is sin for a man to be jealous – it is not sin for God



He in fact deserves to be the only One we worship



	It is sin for a man to exercise vengeance – it is not sin for God


He in fact tells us “vengeance is mine, I will repay”

Secondly, evil may not mean what you think it means

I like to watch a podcast whose host often says, “This is proof that evil exists in the world.” In his mind, the word evil means an exceptional form of sin – worse than all other forms.

I am not contesting that the word can mean that. But it does not have to mean that.

Thirdly, God is the standard by which all else is judged

God cannot have a bad testimony.

Fallen men may not like what God does, but He is not the one who is wrong. It would be foolish and very wrong to compromise right just to make those who are not right be happy. Right is always right. That never changes. But compromising right leads others that much farther from the right.

If this is the standard, and you move the marker so people can reach it easier, you never moved the standard, you just made it more difficult for those who need to reach the standard to find it.

Fourth, God did not change His mind.

Read on.

	He did not destroy the Jews as a race of people.

	But He did wait to bless His people until all those rebellious had perished in the wilderness.


EVIL IS DETERMINED UPON MAN

Romans 1:14-18 (KJV)

I am debtor both to the Greeks, and to the Barbarians; both to the wise, and to the unwise.

So, as much as in me is, I am ready to preach the gospel to you that are at Rome also.

For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.

For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, The just shall live by faith.

For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who hold the truth in unrighteousness;

The Apostle Paul believed that he owed it to his fellow man – that he was a debtor to them to tell them the truth about God.

He said that “as much as in me is, I am ready to preach the gospel.”

There was no hesitation. He went so far as to say,

“I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ.”

He wasn’t embarrassed about it at all. While I think he cared what people thought, what they thought could not sway his determination to preach the gospel of Christ to souls.

Both to the Jews, who believed themselves to be right with God and to the Greeks, who worshipped everything but God – he was















	He speaks of a love of God for the world that is indescribable

	He speaks of a gift from God that is unspeakable































































	Christ died for our sins.

	Christ was buried (with our sins) but then praise God

	Christ rose again in victory over our sins.












	God turns from the wrath that was determined upon that sinner.

	He forgives their sin and

	He makes them one of His own sons
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