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As soon as those bearing the ark had come as far as the Jordan, and the feet of the priests bearing the ark were dipped in the brink of the water... the waters coming down from above stood and rose up in a heap... (Joshua 3:15-16, ESV)

There are moments in life when a single decision quietly shapes everything that follows. For me, that decision was not dramatic at the time. It was simple. It was personal. It was a whispered “yes” to God.

I did not begin my journey with a grand plan to travel the world, preach to crowds, or plant churches. I began like many others—uncertain, imperfect, and learning as I went. My early years in the United States Air Force exposed me to discipline, structure, and responsibility. But it was during those years, far from home, that God began forming something deeper within me: a conviction that obedience matters more than comfort, and surrender matters more than security.

Stationed in places like South Korea, I discovered that calling often unfolds in unexpected environments. A rescue off a distant coastline became more than a life-or-death moment; it became a living parable of the Gospel. I began to understand that following Christ would not always mean staying safe in the boat. Sometimes it would mean jumping into uncertain waters because someone else was drowning.

That lesson would echo throughout my life.

Over the decades that followed, God opened doors I could never have forced open myself. From ministry in Africa to leadership development, church planting, training pastors, and equipping believers, I found myself repeatedly standing at crossroads that required the same response: Yes. Not because I felt prepared. Not because the path was clear. But because obedience demanded trust.

This book is not a collection of highlight moments. It is a testimony of process. There were seasons of joy and visible fruit—crowds gathering, churches growing, leaders rising. There were also seasons of fatigue, misunderstanding, spiritual resistance, and difficult transitions. Ministry is not sustained by enthusiasm alone; it is sustained by conviction. I have learned that the call of God is both glorious and costly.

Throughout these chapters, you will encounter stories from rural towns and busy streets, from wooden platforms under open skies to quiet rooms where leadership decisions were made. You will see victories that only God could orchestrate and lessons learned through failure and humility. My hope is not to magnify the man in the story, but to magnify the faithfulness of the God who writes the story.

This book is based on real events with real people. To protect the privacy of those involved, the names and identifying characteristics of certain individuals have been changed.

If there is a single thread that ties this journey together, it is discipleship. Not shallow belief. Not religious activity. But surrendered obedience that shapes character and multiplies into others. I have come to believe that the true measure of ministry is not attendance or applause—it is the leaders raised, the lives changed, and the faith that endures beyond our presence.

The Church today stands at a crossroads much like the ones I faced personally. We can choose comfort, familiarity, and maintenance. Or we can choose movement, courage, and mission. Jesus did not call us merely to gather; He called us to go. The Great Commission is not a suggestion for the spiritually ambitious—it is the normal life of a surrendered disciple.

I write these pages as a fellow traveler, not as one who has arrived. I have wrestled with fear, navigated uncertainty, and depended deeply on God’s grace. I have seen firsthand that when we step beyond our own strength, God meets us there. The adventure of faith is not found in ease; it is found in obedience.

This book is an invitation.

It is an invitation to reconsider what discipleship truly means. It is a challenge to move beyond passive faith into active surrender. It is a reminder that the Gospel was never meant to remain within church walls. And it is encouragement for anyone who senses that God is asking for more—not more activity, but deeper trust.

Some chapters may inspire. Others may confront. My prayer is that all of them will point you toward the same question that has shaped my life:

Will you say Yes?

If this journey has taught me anything, it is that a simple Yes, offered sincerely to God, can carry you farther than you ever imagined—across continents, across cultures, and across the unseen boundaries of your own heart. And in that yes, you may discover that what feels like sacrifice is actually the doorway to purpose.

This is the story of that journey.
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​Chapter 1
The Adventure of Yes
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Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?” And I said, “Here am I. Send me!” (Isaiah 6:8, ESV)


The Church today stands at a crossroads.

The central question of discipleship is not belief, but surrender.

Not “Are you in a church?” but “Is Christ in you?”

There’s a difference between liking Jesus and living for Jesus; between admiring Him and abiding in Him. The truth is that He called us to die, to rise again in Him, and to live a life of radical obedience. In short, He calls us to do one thing—Follow Him.

​Follow Me

This call to obedience did not begin with the Church: it has always been God’s way of working through human history. As Jesus walked the streets calling His disciples, He presented them with a single challenge - “Follow me.” 

The Greek word akolouthéō, in its simplest sense, means “to follow​[1].” But the disciples understood it carried a much deeper significance: an ongoing call to discipleship—to follow the master’s call, adopting Jesus’ mission, values, and way of life, and surrendering their self-will.

In Jesus’ day, when the rabbi believed that the prospect was able to become a suitable talmudim, he would say in Hebrew: “Lech acharai – Come, follow me.” 

The talmudim would leave everything to follow the master. They would abandon their livelihood, their parents, everything that tied them to their former way of life, and they would commit their lives to follow the master. Over and over, Jesus extended this same call:


Philip – The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, “Follow me.” (John 1:43, ESV).

Matthew – As Jesus passed on from there, he saw a man called Matthew sitting at the tax booth, and he said to him, “Follow me.” (Matthew 9:9, ESV).

Simon and Andrew – Passing alongside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and Andrew the brother of Simon casting a net into the sea, for they were fishermen. And Jesus said to them, “Follow me...” (Mark 1:16-17, ESV).

After Peter’s restoration - “‘Truly, truly, I say to you [Peter], when you were young, you used to dress yourself and walk wherever you wanted, but when you are old, you will stretch out your hands, and another will dress you and carry you where you do not want to go.’ (This he said to show by what kind of death he was to glorify God.) And after saying this he said to him, ‘Follow me.’” (John 21:18-19, ESV)


Finally, to anyone who would come after Jesus, he said, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me.” (Mark 8:34, ESV).

​Admiration Is Easy – Obedience Is Costly

It is far easier to affirm Jesus than to obey Him. Easier to celebrate His words than to submit to His will. Admiration demands little; obedience demands everything. 

The most radical decision of your life is not what you add to it, but what you are willing to lay down to follow Jesus.

Time and again, those who heard God’s call responded with the words, “Here am I.” The Hebrew word hineni is literally translated “Here am I.” But it conveys more than just physical presence; it is a response to the call of God that expresses a heart of faith, a willingness and a complete commitment to God’s call, even when the task is difficult or daunting. It signifies utter readiness to serve or obey, even without full knowledge of what is being asked. 

There is something unsettling about hineni. It leaves no room for negotiation. No time for preparation. No conditions placed on the call. It is obedience offered before the details are known – and before the cost is counted.

When God tested Abraham’s faith by calling him to sacrifice His only son, Isaac, Abraham responded, “Here am I,” before he even knew the question (Genesis 22:1,  ESV).

When God met Moses at the burning bush and called out to him, “Moses, Moses!” Moses responded, “Here am I” (Exodus 3:4, ESV).

When Samuel was a small boy sleeping in the temple of the LORD, where the ark of God was, the word of the Lord was rare and the priests were corrupt but God called to Samuel in the night and Samuel obediently replied, “Here am I!” (1 Samuel 3:1-4. ESV)

And when Isaiah was caught up in a vision of heaven, fearful because an awareness of his sin consumed him, God sent the angel to touch the cleansing coal to his lips and asked the question, “Whom shall I send?” Now unburdened by the guilt and constant consciousness of his sin, Isaiah replied, “Here am I! Send me!” (Isaiah 6:8, ESV). 

Yes! Send me.

​The Power of a Willing Yes

Isaiah’s bold, immediate response to God’s call highlights something profoundly powerful about a single word: Yes. When God calls, our willingness to respond with that word can alter the course of our lives – and in some cases, history itself. Throughout the Bible, we find men and women who chose to say yes to God, even when it cost them greatly, even when it made no sense, and even when they felt unworthy. Their obedience became the bridge between heaven’s will and earth’s transformation.

Abraham said yes to the unknown. In Genesis 12:1-4, God called him to leave everything familiar: “Go from your country, your people and your father’s household to the land I will show you.” God did not hand Abraham a map, a timeline, or a list of assurances – only a promise. Yet Abraham obeyed without hesitation. He packed up his life, gathered his family, and set out toward a land he had never seen, trusting only in the voice and faithfulness of God.

His obedience wasn’t partial or delayed; it was immediate and complete. Abraham did not ask for signs or bargain for details. He trusted, and that trust became the foundation of an eternal covenant. Romans 4:3 highlights this when it says, “Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness.” His faith and obedience were inseparable, and together they marked him as a friend of God and the father of all who believe.

Obedience is never isolated; it always reaches further than the one who obeys. Because Abraham obeyed, God established a covenant that would bless not only Abraham, but generations to come. In Genesis 17:4, God declared, “As for me, this is my covenant with you: You will be the father of many nations.” This was not a small promise – it was a divine declaration that Abraham’s descendants would be countless, stretching across time, geography, and history. Although Abraham was old and childless when God spoke these words, he believed in the impossible, trusting that God was able to fulfill what He had promised. Through Isaac, the child of promise, and later through Jacob and the twelve tribes of Israel, Abraham’s family grew into a great nation. 

By God’s great mercy, this promise wasn’t limited to Abraham’s biological descendants; it encompassed all who would one day share in Abraham’s faith. As Paul explains in Romans 4:16-17, Abraham is “the father of us all” - both Jew and Gentile – because righteousness comes through faith, not through lineage. Ultimately, through Abraham’s line came Jesus Christ, the Savior of the world, making salvation available to every nation and every people. Abraham’s yes to God opened the door for a blessing that would reach the ends of the earth and touch every generation to come.

Through Abraham, God established a generational blessing of which we, as Christians, are heirs. How does this work? Generational blessings refer to the favor, promises, and spiritual inheritance passed down through family lines because of the obedience and covenant relationship individuals have with God. Scripture strongly affirms this principle. In Deuteronomy 7:9, God declares, “Know therefore that the Lord your God is God; he is the faithful God, keeping his covenant of love to a thousand generations of those who love him and keep his commandments.” Abraham is perhaps the most prominent example of this truth. Because of Abraham’s faith and obedience, God made an everlasting covenant with him and his descendants (Genesis 17:7), promising to bless them and make them a great nation. These generational blessings do not operate automatically; each generation must still choose to walk in faith and obedience. However, they establish a powerful spiritual legacy that positions future generations to walk in greater favor, provision, and intimacy with God.

We often want faith to function as reassurance. Scripture presents it as surrender. Abraham obeyed not because the future was clear, but because God was. Abraham’s life is a testament to the truth that when we say yes to God – even without all the answers – we step into a legacy far greater than ourselves. God rarely calls us to clarity; He calls us to trust. And in trusting, like Abraham, we become part of His eternal story.

​Yes in the Face of Fear

Unlike Abraham, Moses said yes to God despite his deep insecurities and overwhelming fears. When God called to Moses from the burning bush in Exodus 3:10-12, Moses immediately responded with self-doubt, questioning, “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?” He saw only his inadequacies – a man of low status, a fugitive shepherd, not someone who could confront the mighty Pharaoh. Yet, even as Moses voiced his fears, God patiently reassured him, promising His presence: “I will be with you.”

Still, Moses hesitated. In Exodus 4:10, he protested again, this time pointing to his weaknesses in communication: “Pardon your servant, Lord. I have never been eloquent... I am slow of speech and tongue.” Once more, God did not remove the calling because of Moses’ limitations; instead, He gave Moses what he needed – His own strength and provision. God replied, “Now go; I will help you speak and will teach you what to say.”

We often confuse hesitation with humility. Moses did not doubt God’s power – he doubted God’s choice of him. And in doing so, he revealed what many of us quietly believe: that God’s call must align with our comfort before we will trust Him. Despite his fears, his feelings of inadequacy, and his repeated protests, Moses obeyed. His yes was not the confident shout of someone relying on his own strength; it was the trembling but faithful step of someone choosing to trust God’s power over his own insecurity. Through Moses’ obedience, God performed mighty miracles. Moses stood before Pharaoh, delivered God’s commands, and led the Israelites out of Egypt. At the Red Sea, when all hope appeared lost, Moses obeyed God’s instruction to stretch out his hand over the waters – and watched as God parted the sea before him (Exodus 14:21-22). Later, at Mount Sinai, Moses again obeyed, climbing the mountain alone to receive God’s law for His people (Exodus 20).

Moses reminds us that God’s calling does not depend on our strength, but on His faithfulness. Like Moses, many believers today experience fear, insecurity, and a deep sense of inadequacy when they feel God nudging them toward something greater – whether it is stepping into ministry, leading a small group, serving quietly behind the scenes, sharing their faith, or simply being faithful in daily responsibilities. Moses’ excuses at the burning bush mirror the internal objections we often raise: “I’m not good enough,” “I don’t know enough,” “People won’t believe me,” or “Someone else would do it better.” Yet, in every case, God’s response to Moses wasn’t to bolster Moses’ self-esteem, but to anchor him in the reality of God’s presence and power.

This is a powerful truth: God’s presence is our confidence. In Exodus 3:12, God says to Moses, “I will be with you.” The same promise stands for us today. When God calls us, He doesn’t send us alone. Whether facing a new challenge, sharing your faith, or enduring a season of hardship, success is not rooted in your skill or experience but in God’s nearness. Staying rooted in prayer, Scripture, and worship helps keep this truth in the forefront of our hearts.

We are assured that God’s power works through our weakness. In Exodus 4:12, God tells Moses, “Now go; I will help you speak and will teach you what to say.” God doesn’t merely patch up our weaknesses – He often chooses to work directly through them, so that His strength is magnified. Paul later affirms this truth, writing, “For when I am weak, then I am strong” (2 Corinthians 12:10, ESV). When you feel least capable, it is fertile ground for God to demonstrate His sufficiency and grace.

When Moses continued to protest, God provided Aaron as a companion and spokesperson. Sometimes, we imagine we must face our calling alone, but in reality, God often surrounds us with the people we need – friends, mentors, counselors, and encouragers. Being willing to seek help, to be honest about our needs, and to walk in community is not weakness; it is often God’s very provision for our journey.

We tend to forget that obedience matters more than comfort. Moses’ journey was not easy; he faced rejection, hardship, and leadership challenges. Yet his obedience shaped the destiny of an entire nation. God rarely calls us to a life of ease. Often, the call will stretch us, leading us out of comfort zones and into situations where we must depend on Him entirely. But on the other side of obedience is a deeper experience of God’s power, faithfulness, and joy.

Finally, it is vital to recognize that your story is part of a greater redemption plan. Moses likely did not see the full weight of his calling when he first stood barefoot before the burning bush. Yet his obedience was woven into the grand narrative that ultimately led to Christ and the salvation of the world. Likewise, the steps of faith you take – even small ones – are part of something bigger than you can imagine. Your faithfulness today might impact lives, generations, and even eternity in ways you cannot yet see.

Obedience often requires stepping out even when we feel the most unprepared, trusting that God’s strength is made perfect in our weakness. Moses’ life was a testimony that saying yes to God, even with trembling hands and a stammering tongue, can change the course of history.

​Yes Without Full Understanding

Like Moses, Mary was desperately inadequate for the task that God had laid out for her. Mary, a young and humble girl from the small town of Nazareth, lived a life marked by quiet faithfulness. Though she was ordinary in the eyes of the world, God saw in her a heart completely surrendered to His will. When the angel Gabriel appeared to her, as recorded in Luke 1:26-38, he brought news that would forever change not only her life, but the course of human history. Gabriel announced that Mary, though a virgin, would miraculously conceive and give birth to the Son of God.

At that moment, Mary faced overwhelming uncertainty. She did not have all the answers. She could not foresee how Joseph, her betrothed, would react, or how her community would judge her. She could  not grasp the full weight of raising the Messiah. Yet despite her questions and the enormous cost she would bear, Mary responded with simple, profound obedience. She said, “I am the Lord’s servant. May your word to me be fulfilled” (Luke 1:38, ESV).

Mary’s willingness to trust and obey without full understanding reveals a heart wholly surrendered to God. Her obedience was immediate and complete, rooted not in certainty about the future, but in certainty about God’s faithfulness. Through her humble yes, the miracle of the incarnation came to pass – God became flesh and dwelt among us (John 1:14).

Surrender makes way for the miraculous. Her obedience opened the door for God’s greatest promise to be fulfilled. In saying yes to God’s call, she became a vessel of divine purpose, carrying the Light of the World into a dark and broken humanity. When we submit our lives to God’s will, even at great personal cost, He can do immeasurably more than we could ever ask or imagine.

After witnessing God’s majesty in a vision, Isaiah heard the Lord ask, “Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?” and without hesitation, he replied, “Here am I. Send me!” (Isaiah 6:8, ESV). He did not ask for details. He did not request reassurance. His yes led him to become one of Israel’s greatest prophets. His writings – particularly Isaiah 53 – contain some of the clearest Messianic prophecies in Scripture. His ministry prepared hearts for the coming redemption through Christ. Isaiah’s response challenges us to answer God’s call with immediacy and trust.

​Yes That Shapes History

Ruth, a Moabite widow, chose loyalty over comfort. In Ruth 1:16, she told Naomi, “Where you go I will go, and where you stay I will stay. Your people will be my people and your God my God.” That yes brought her into God’s redemptive story. Ruth later married Boaz and became the great-grandmother of King David (Ruth 4:17), placing her in the direct lineage of Jesus (Matthew 1:5). Faithfulness, even in unfamiliar territory, leads to legacy.

Samuel heard God’s call at a young age. In 1 Samuel 3:10, the Lord called him by name, and Samuel replied, “Speak, for your servant is listening.” Though he was just a child, that yes marked the beginning of a life of faithful prophetic ministry. Samuel grew in stature and favor with God and men (1 Samuel 2:26), ultimately anointing Israel’s first two kings – Saul and David (1 Samuel 10:1; 1 Samuel 16:13). No one is too young – or too old – to hear and respond to God’s voice.

Esther said yes to a mission that involved tremendous personal risk. When her cousin Mordecai warned her that silence could mean destruction for their people, she replied, “I will go to the king, even though it is against the law. And if I perish, I perish” (Esther 4:16). Her courage saved the Jewish people from annihilation. Her story continues to be celebrated during Purim. Esther 4:14 reminds us that perhaps we are placed in certain positions “for such a time as this.” God may call us to stand for others, even when the cost is high.

The call to obedience did not soften with time – it intensified when Jesus walked among us. When Jesus called His first disciples, their response demonstrated immediate and radical obedience. In Matthew 4:19-20, Jesus said, “Come, follow me, and I will send you out to fish for people.” Without delay, Peter, Andrew, James, and John left their nets, their boats, and even their families to follow Him. This initial act of obedience – leaving behind their professions and security – set the tone for the rest of their lives: a constant surrender to the call of God, no matter the cost. Obedience is most clearly revealed not at the moment of calling, but in the seasons that follow – when enthusiasm fades, and obedience remains.

Throughout the Gospels, we see the disciples consistently choosing obedience, even when it meant personal loss, hardship, and danger. When Jesus sent them out two by two in Matthew 10:5-16, He warned them they would be “like sheep among wolves.” Yet they went, preaching the message of the Kingdom, healing the sick, and driving out demons, depending solely on God’s provision and protection.

Later, when Jesus’ teachings became difficult to accept, and many followers turned away (John 6:66-69), the Twelve remained. Peter declared, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life.” Even when the path was lonely and unpopular, they stayed faithful, obedient to the truth they had found in Christ.

After Jesus’ crucifixion and resurrection, their obedience became even more costly. In Acts 4, Peter and John were arrested for preaching about Jesus. Standing before the religious authorities who held the power to imprison or kill them, they boldly declared, “We cannot help speaking about what we have seen and heard” (Acts 4:20, ESV). Despite threats, they refused to be silent, choosing obedience to God over fear of man.

In Acts 5:29, after being jailed and miraculously freed by an angel, the apostles were again brought before the Sanhedrin. Peter and the other apostles responded courageously, “We must obey God rather than human beings!” Their obedience led to beatings, imprisonment, and eventually martyrdom – but they rejoiced that they were “counted worthy of suffering disgrace for the Name” (Acts 5:41, ESV).

Historical and biblical accounts tell us that most of the apostles ultimately gave their lives for their obedience to Christ:


James, the brother of John, was executed by the sword (Acts 12:2).

Peter, according to tradition, was crucified upside-down because he felt unworthy to die as Jesus did.

Thomas carried the Gospel as far as India and was martyred there.

John, though he lived the longest, was exiled to the island of Patmos (Revelation 1:9), continuing to testify to Jesus even in isolation.


Through their unwavering obedience, the disciples became the foundation stones of the Church, as described in Ephesians 2:20. A true yes to Jesus was not a moment of enthusiasm – it was a lifelong commitment to follow Him wherever He led, regardless of the cost. Their obedience changed the course of history, and their example continues to call believers today to radical, costly, world-changing faithfulness to God’s call.

​The Adventure of Yes

From patriarchs to prophets, from young boys to queens, from fishermen to persecutors – each of these individuals said yes to God, and their lives became instruments of His will. Their obedience did not just change their own lives – it changed nations, birthed movements, fulfilled prophecy, and brought salvation history forward. God is still calling today. He’s still asking, “Whom shall I send?” And He’s not just calling the qualified – He’s calling the willing. Whether your yes leads you into the unknown, requires courage, demands surrender, or invites transformation, know this: your yes to God may be the beginning of a story that only heaven could write. So, when God calls, how will you respond? 

What follows in these pages is not a record of achievement, but a testimony of obedience – often imperfect, often costly, but always anchored in the faithfulness of God. This book is not about extraordinary people. It is about ordinary men and women who said yes to an extraordinary God. The chapters that follow are not accounts of strength, but of surrender; not of certainty, but of trust. Obedience will always be the thread that binds them together – because obedience is the pathway God uses to shape lives, redirect destinies, and reveal His glory.

​Reflection Questions -

	Where in your life have you settled for believing in Jesus without fully surrendering to Him?

	What might obedience to God cost you right now – and what fear does that cost expose?

	Is there a place where God has already spoken, but you are waiting for more clarity before responding?

	Which part of your life are you still trying to control instead of entrusting to God?

	What would it look like for you to live with an open-handed “Here am I” posture before God?
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​Chapter 2
Surrender
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I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. (Galatians 2:20, ESV)


In the summer of 1979, I arrived home from Kwang Ju, South Korea, and was on my way to my last duty assignment in Charleston, South Carolina.

I graduated from high school in June of 1975 and enlisted in the Air Force in the spring of 1976. Vietnam had officially concluded almost a year earlier. I had grown up watching the war on television, and I admired my uncle, David Keller​[2], for his service during the conflict. He served as a pneudraulics specialist servicing the aircraft at Clark Air Base in Luzon, Philippines. He never spoke much about his time, but I was proud of his service. I joined for a number of reasons, including my uncle – some of them patriotic, some of them practical. I was getting married and needed a career path, but I had no real direction. College was a waste in this regard, but only because I had made it so. I spent more time in my girlfriend’s classes than I did in my own. Most of the classes I selected were either general education requirements or classes that led to nothing as far as a career. I needed to earn a living to support a family.

During basic training, there was a recruitment initiative, and I briefly considered signing up for pararescue, but I did not meet the height requirement. I was too short. We were tested for different specialties, and I tested second-highest for language aptitude among those in my testing cycle, which opened a path to a career in encryption. Still, there were no slots available at the time. I wanted to work with computers, which were pretty new at the time. Try to envision a refrigerated room full of wall-sized computers and refrigerator-size tape drives, or 300-megabyte disk drives the size of a washing machine that held disk packs of replaceable platters that top-loaded into the reader in much the same way. That was the world of computer hardware in 1976. The Air Force promised me a career path forward. There were two ways into the computer room: inventory control or personnel. I chose inventory control. It might have happened if I had reenlisted, but the rest of my enlistment would be about making sure the parts were available to keep the aircraft flying or making sure there were the right number of bedsheets. I told myself I had time to figure things out. What I did not know was that postponing surrender is still a choice. That single choice would quietly steer the next two decades of my life.

My first duty station was Kadena Air Force Base in Okinawa. In basic training, they ask you to put in a wish list. You get to select your top choices for where you prefer to be assigned. It can be a general selection, such as Asia, Europe, or CONUS​[3], if you would rather not go overseas. It can also be a specific country or base. I applied for an overseas assignment in Asia without designation. Something in me wanted to go somewhere, see something I would not otherwise have the chance to see. I also thought I might be able to continue my study of martial arts. I felt fortunate, almost excited, to be assigned to Kadena as my first assignment. At the same time, I was a nervous, inexperienced youth of 19 on my own and 7,500 miles from my home in suburbia, Ohio. Freedom came quickly. Wisdom did not.

Shortly after I arrived, I was removed from short-term housing at Kadena and moved to Naha Air Base, about 25 miles to the south. This was supposed to last for a couple of months while the barracks at Kadena were being renovated. The quarters at Naha were the abandoned remnants of what had once been the bachelor officer quarters. In its more glorious days, they would have been some of the most luxurious accommodations on the island. However, when I arrived, it looked more like the ruinous aftermath of several typhoons. The windows and doors were broken or missing, leaving the room open to the elements. Water-stained walls marked where the weather had come through unabated, and floor tiles were broken or had washed away entirely. All the furniture had
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​Reflection Questions -

	Where in your life have you mistaken independence for freedom, or activity for direction?

	Is there an area where you’ve postponed surrender, telling yourself you’ll deal with it ‘later’? What might that delay be costing you?

	Have you experienced a wilderness season that felt unproductive or confusing at the time – but now appears formative? What might God have been shaping in you there?

	What would it look like for you to pray, sincerely and without conditions, “God, I give You everything I am and everything I have”? What fears surface when you consider that?

	If surrender truly is the doorway to God’s power, what might He be waiting to entrust to you on the other side of your yes?
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