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Ali Noel Vyain


Ace of Cups

Alice shuffled the remaining cards in the special deck. She cut the deck and drew the top card. She turned to leave the tarot reading room just as her aunt was leading a client into the room. Alice walked upstairs and into her room. She sat down at her desk and set the Ace of Cups down.

She blinked. She quickly found the corresponding cards in her decks. She opened her notebook and grabbed her pen. She wasted no time writing down her notes. Later, she would type up her notes on her tablet computer.

She listened to the music Eliot was playing as he worked in the greenhouse. She lost track of time until she heard her aunt cooking in the kitchen. Alice blinked and set her pen down. She stood up and left her room. She walked downstairs and into the kitchen.

The music ceased and Eliot walked into the kitchen moments later. He set the table and waited. He smiled at Alice and she smiled back. He waited to hear about the card of the day.

Madeline didn’t turn around. “What is the card of the day?”

Alice answered, “Ace of Cups.”

Madeline asked, “What is the upright meaning?”

Alice answered, “The upright meaning is something above the material world, the spirit of the universe or something beyond the veil of the tarot. It can be a happy home, beauty, pleasure, a great and unexpected opulence, goodness overflowing, invitations, celebrations, cheerfulness, useful alliances, sentimental and material satisfaction, conquest or even loving success. It could also be a new baby or relationship, proposal or marriage.”

Madeline nodded. “What is the reverse meaning?”

Alice answered, “The reverse meaning is a revolution of feelings, false heart, inconsistency or joy tempered with tragedy.”

Madeline nodded. “You may get another card tomorrow.”

Alice grabbed drinks for everyone. Madeline finished cooking and served everyone. They sat down together and ate.

Eliot asked, “What will the card be tomorrow? Another ace?”

Alice shrugged. “There’s only two more aces. So, it’s possible.”

They were quiet for the rest of the meal. Madeline finished and left to deal with more clients. Eliot and Alice cleared the table, washed dishes and cleaned the kitchen. Then they went to the greenhouse to take care of the orders for the day. The orders were displayed on the big screen and he turned on music.

He set up boxes with their labels and packed up his items. She crafted her toiletry items per the orders. He dealt with the clients who came and went and also made a note of which plants he needed to prepare more for their back stock.

She finished her part of the large orders and packed up everything. She sealed the boxes just as the delivery person arrived. They accepted the boxes with a smile and left. She went back to crafting. She finished and watched him prepare the plants so they would be able to fill orders for tomorrow.

He finished and labeled each item. She placed the items on the shelf where they would find everything when they needed it. They cleaned up the greenhouse together. They went into the house and cleaned the living room and attic.

Madeline found them in the attic. She smiled. “Alice, I need you for some readings today. Can you come now?”

Alice smiled. “Yes, we were just finishing up.”

Eliot said, “I’ll take care of the rest and make sure the cats have what they need.”

Alice nodded and followed Madeline to the tarot reading room. She picked out a deck for her niece and then went to get the next client. They came back shortly later.

The client sighed. “I’m in need of some advice. I’m wondering if I did something wrong.”

Alice nodded and shuffled the cards. She cut the deck and drew the top three cards—8 of Cups, the Tower and the Knight of Pentacles. She blinked and studied the cards. “So, you walked away from a situation and now you wonder if it was the right choice because things are changing. Old beliefs are being challenged. Something is breaking down. However, in the future I see some good news arriving. It might be slow, but things will get better.”

The client sighed. “Oh, so I just need to wait for the message.”

Alice nodded. “Yes, it may come from an actual person.”

The client nodded. “Thank you. I feel better now.”

Madeline led them out and brought in another client. Alice shuffled the deck and waited.

The client sat down. “I just got out of a bad relationship and I’m wondering if I’ll ever find love that lasts without the heartache and pain.”

Alice nodded and drew three cards—the reversed Emperor, Judgement, and 2 of Cups. She blinked and studied the cards. “I see the past love was very domineering and strict. They tried to remake you in the image they had of you. Clearly, that plan failed with you. Now, they have to live without you. With the Judgement card, you are balanced and transitioning. In the future, you will meet someone who will treat you better. You will have a true partner.”

The client smiled. “Thank you.”

Madeline led them out and brought in another client. Alice shuffled the deck and waited.

The client sighed. “Well, I’m wondering what I have to look forward to after what I’ve been through.”

Alice nodded and drew three cards—5 of Pentacles, Death and reversed 4 of Cups. She blinked and studied the cards. “I see something terrible happened in your past. It could have been poverty caused by illness. Now you are getting better as you transform. This is your transition period. You’re not dying. You are definitely getting better. So, in your future you will have good things to look forward to. New friends and new opportunities. You have new knowledge which will benefit you.”

The client smiled. “That sounds wonderful. Thank you.”

Alice smiled. Madeline led them out and led a new client into the room. Alice shuffled the cards and waited.

The client sighed. “I’m not sure what I should do now. So, I would like to know what I should consider.”

Alice nodded. She drew three cards—the reversed Page of Pentacles, the Tower and the Fool. She blinked and studied the cards. “I see you received bad news in the past and it caused a significant loss. It has led to a breaking down in your world, which you are still feeling now. However, in spite of this, you will rebuild and have an opportunity to start over. You will need to take a leap of faith.”

The client blinked. “Wow. I had no idea things could get better.”

Alice said, “Things tend to happen in cycles. We have things we need to learn, and sometimes things do get bad, but they can get better too. We just need to be patient and learn what we need to learn.”

The client nodded and smiled. “Yes, I think you’re right. Thank you.”

Madeline led them out and led another client in. Alice shuffled the deck and waited.

The client said, “I’m wondering what is to come out of the news and help I’ve received. It seems I have too many options now.”

Alice nodded. She drew three cards—the Page of Wands, 7 of Cups and 3 of Pentacles. She blinked and studied the cards. “Oh, I do see that you received some news and help. Perhaps you don’t know if you can trust what is offered and it’s creating some confusion now. You are presented with many options now and that is part of the problem. However, you have the opportunity to pick the right one for you based on the news that you’ve received in the past. So, in your future, you will find yourself a part of a good stolid team. You can trust those you work with and they can trust you in turn.”

The client smiled. “So, I’m worrying about nothing?”

Alice said, “Well, perhaps you’re just being cautious and there’s nothing wrong with that. It’s good to look over all the options before deciding. I see you picking the one that is the best for you.”

The client said, “Thank you.”

Madeline led them out and led a new client into the room. Alice shuffled the cards and waited.

The client sat down and asked, “What do I have to look forward to? Will I be happy again?”

Alice nodded and cut the deck. She drew three cards—the reversed Knight of Pentacles, Temperance and Ace of Wands. She blinked as she studied the cards. “Oh, I see you have felt stuck in the past. You were held back by dogma. If not from yourself, then from someone else. Now, you are balanced and transmuting something in your life. You might be waiting on divine timing and that can be frustrating. However, in your future, I see you will have a new and good opportunity. You will be able to move forward with your life onto better things that will make you happy.”

The client nodded. “Thank you. I’ll be back.”

Madeline led them out. Eliot stopped in the doorway. He stared at Alice and sighed.

Alice blinked. “What’s the matter, Eliot?”

Eliot said, “I can’t stand it anymore, Alice.” He stepped into the room. “Will you marry me?”

Madeline stopped in the doorway and gaped at the young elves. Klio and Klia also stopped moving and their eyes darted between the three elves.

Alice gasped. “Uh, yes!” She stood up.

He held his arms out to her. She wrapped her arms around his neck and he wrapped his arms around her waist. Madeline smiled and yawned. She walked upstairs to her room and went to bed to have a good dream.

The cats meowed and jumped around. They wrestled each other. As for Alice and Eliot, they couldn’t let go of each other and the happiness they had found with each other.
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